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TO MY FRIEND

FRITZ HOMMEL.

“Vom frischen Geiste fithlich mick durchdrungen;

Gestalten gross, gross die Erinnerungen.!”—GOETHE.






PREFACE
—Goso— .

“T HERE never was a time in the history of civilized

man, when the desire of truth for its own sake was
more evident in all departments of intellectual activity than
it i1s at the present day. And this desire does not seem
to be hindered, much less arrested, by the pressure of prac-
tical business, which has developed beyond all bounds in
the modern world; nor even by that determined pursuit
of the prizes of life which is so marked a characteristic of
the times in which we live. * Nobody, not even the professed
pleasure-seeker, is any longer satisfied with the mere allega-
tion of authority in matters of belief. Everybody who reflects
at all, and many a one who does nothing worthy of the
name of reflection, demands the reason of things propounded
for his assent and acceptance. An impatience of mere asser-
tion, an irreconcileable discontent with traditional statements
and formulas, is the very atmosphere of our generation. Men
want to justify their beliefs, as well as to be justified by
them.

Like all other sciences, history has undergone a complete
revolution in our day. -Masters of style, no doubt, occasion-
ally produce brilliant romances which they dignify as ¢ his-
tories ”’; but the public is too sensitive to the importance of
facts to be long misled by the superficial charm of style.
Novelty, eloquence, imagination, count for little or nothing,
when the demand is for truth and correspondence with
reality. And however passionately some may desire that it
might not be so, Sacred History—the history of religious
institutions, ideas, literatures, in connexion with that of the
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viii PREFACE.

peoples among whom they originated—is so far from being
exempt from the influence of these modern demands and
tendencies, that it is precisely in this field of inquiry that
men are most anxious to bring their opinions into harmony
with fact.

The present work is the fruit of an honest endeavour
to furnish Bible students who are not versed in the lan-
guages of the ancient East, with some of the chief results
of recent Oriental research and discovery, so far as these
are calculated to throw light on the text and meaning of
Scripture. 1 have not approached my subject, nor handled
my material, after the fashion of a professional Apologist.
It has not been my direct aim to ‘‘confirm the Scriptures”
by showing that they are in absolute agreement with all the
available contemporary evidence. I do not believe that the
Hebrew Scriptures stand in need of either apology or con-
firmation. My purpose has rather been to lead my readers
to the right point of view for understanding them. At the
same time, the documents here brought forward afford ample
proof of the general trustworthiness of Israelitish history, so
far as it is the work of writers who lived in or near to the
times which they describe. And even when that is not the
case, Hebrew tradition gains a relative justification, sufficient
to satisfy all reasonable minds, by the demonstration that
it is not due to the idle imaginings of ignorant and prejudiced
priests and popular story-tellers; a demonstration which is
effected by tracing it to its origin in more ancient Semitic
legend, or by comparing it with the parallel accounts of the
older and more or less kindred races. 1 might enlarge on
this theme; but a glance at the Table of Contents or at the
Index of Subjects will do more than pages of introduction
towards enabling the reader to form a conception of the
range and variety of interesting and relevant matters which
are discussed with more or less completeness in this volume,
from the ‘“ Babylonian Epic of Creation” to those few but
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important Pheenician inscriptions which offer so many striking
parallels to the religious ideas and practices of ancient Israel.
I sincerely envy those readers to whom these illustrations
of the Bible, derived from earlier and contemporary sources,
will come invested with all the charm of the novel and the
unexpected. They will find the sacred writings with which
they are familiar acquiring fresh force, significance, and
value, by comparison and contrast with the literary remains
and monumental records of the great empires and peoples
which so powerfully affected the fortunes of Israel. Their
Old Testament will become to them a new Testament in the
light of Oriental Archaology.

It is hoped that the number of cuneiform and other texts
with translations, and the accurate reproductions of hundreds
of Babylonian, Egyptian, Assyrian, North Syrian, and Phceni-
cian antiquities, herc brought together for the first time
within the compass of a handy volume, may recommend the
book to scholars and teachers as well as to the intelligent
student of our English Bible.

To my old and valued friend, Mr. W. H. RyrLanps, F.S.A,,
my warmest acknowledgments are due for the untiring interest
he has taken in the progress of the work, and for the material
assistance he has given in connexion with its pictorial
illustration.

C. J. BALL.

LoNDON,
May, 1899.
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Aamu, the, visit Egypt, 73.
Abdi-Hiba. See Tell el-Amarna Tablets.
Abimelech of Tyre, letter from. See Tell el-
Amarna Tablets.
Abraham, 78.
Abyaham and his Age, referred to, 53.
Abram, 65, 80, 95, 150.
., his migration from Ur, 67.
Accad, 20, 24, 45, 51, 53, 66, 172, 213.
A-dam, meaning of, z2o0.
* Adam,” the expression in Gen. 5. 2 ac-
counted for, 2r.
* After Death the Judgment,” 123.
Ahab of Israel, 165, 239.
Ahaz, 177.
Alphabet, the Japanese, originated from con-
tractions of Chinese ideographs,
233.

" Mongolian and Manchau, 233.

" Pheenician, varying forms of the,
accounted for, 237 ; objections
to its supposed origin from the
Egyptian hieratic, 232, 236.

" the Phenicio-Hebrew, its origin
shown, 232; the Siloam Inscrip-
tion an early form of, 241.

- the Semitic, Von Gutschmid on

its origin, 232.
Alphabetic writing probably based on a sim-
plification of the Babylonian system, 232.
Alphabets had one original, 232.

" difficulties as to their origination,
235.

Amianum (= Amanus, N. of Lebanon), 55.
Amemt, 123.
Amenophis III., stele of, 129.

" 1V., Tell el-Amarna correspond-
ence addressed to, 83; in-
troduces a new state re-
ggion, 84; his character,

5.
" ,, an inscription mentioning
his family, 85, 211.
Amenti, genii of, 122, 124.
Ammon, 177, 181.
Amorites, their characteristics and origin,
136.
Amraphel. See Hammurabi.
Amun of Thebes, 99.

Amun of Thebes, a hymn to, g9.
»» templeof,at Karnak (Thebes), 100,101 ;
endowed by Darius, 228.
Anepu, 122, 123.
** Animals,” the Sumerian word for, of great
interest to the Bible student, 18, 20.
Anshan subdued, 55.

. Anshar, explained, 2 n.

Anu, 3.
,, sent against Tidmat, 5.
Antibis (Anepu), the Egyptian Hermes, tend-
ing a Mummy, 122.
‘ Anunnaki,” explained, 19 n.
Apepa, head and statue of, 78, 79.
,» L, the Pharaoh of Joseph, 8o.
»  sets up the worship of Set, 81.
Apsil (the Ocean), 2, 21, 3, 19.
Arabia, 171.
Arad-Nabium, seal of, 157.
Aramaic, old, its resemblance to Hebrew,181.
Ararat, 170, 176.
Arioch, king of Ellasar, 66, 70.
Ark (Noah's), 37 .
Arms, 199.
Arpad, captured by Pul, 97, 170.
Arvad, 165, 177, 181.
Ashdod, king of, 185, 188.

..  besieged by Sargon II., 186.
Ashshur, the city of, 14.
Ashteroth-Karnaim, 153.

Ashtoreth, the Oriental Venus, 153.
Asit or Isis, 122.
Askelon, go, 177.
,,  captured by Sennacherib, 187.
" letters from. See Tell el-Amarna
Tablets.
Asnapper identified with Assur-bani-pal, zo0.
Assur-bani-pal, 63.
" captures Thebes, 100.
" the Library of, 1, 1835, 200,
221.
" an inscription of, 201.
" and his queen banqueting in
the garden, 202.
" carries off the principal
Elamite gods, 180.

o identified with the Asnapper
of Ezra 4. 10; 200.
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Assur-nZsir-pal 1., tablet of, 72.
" 1I., besieging a * fenced
city,” 158.
" ,» monolith of, 160.
, . hunting the lion, 161~

Assyria, 28, 173. [163.
» ruin of, by the Medes and Baby-
lonians, 213.

Assyrian cruelty referred to by Isaiah, 198.

” Eponym Canon, 170.

" warfare and military engines, 158.
Astyages, Cyrus captures, 209, 218, 219.
Aten, the worship of the, introduced into

Egypt, 8s.
Aunef, Funerary Stele of, 76.
Azariah, 170.

Baal, description of a, 144.
Baal-Lebanon Inscription, 238.
Baal-Zephon, 81, 247, 250.
Baasha, mentioned by Shalmaneser I1., 165.
Babel, 45,
.. Tower of, site of-the, 221."
Babylon, 19, 20, 23, 52, 69, 161, 169, 170.
" almost every language of antiquity
represented in, 69.
and Assyria, Religion of, 15, 150.
" plan of, 22.
" priests of, in opposition to Assyria,
201.
" destroyed by Sennacherib, 212.
" taken by Cyrus, 227.
Babylonia, 15, 20, 28, 29, 66.
Babylonian and Assyrian Cylinder-Seals,
24-27.
Deed of Sale, 229.
" kings,a list of the 1st Dynasty,67.
. map of the world, 22-23.
writing, its use for diplomacy
and commerce, 87. [164.
Balawat, bronze gates from. Facing pages 96,
Barges, used for transporting stone, 58.
Barsib (Borsippa), nalua-stone brought from,
55, 58 [168, 170.
Battering rams, 158, 159, 189, and facing pages
Behistun inscription, the, furnished a key to
the decipherment of monuments, 2287.
Bel, 3, 56, 71, 169, 171, 172, 180, 219, 225.
and other gods invoked by Esarhaddon,
198.
Belsha.zzgar. named in a prayer of Naboni-
dus, 208.
Berenice, Queen, 256.
Beth-shén, 93.
Beth-shemesh, 157. [the, 223, 224.
Bible, parallels to the ideas and language of
Bil-gi or Gi-bil, the god of fire, 3. [145.
Bilingual inscription, * Hittite" and Assyrim},
Pheenician and Cypri-
ote, 245.

"

Bilingual inscription, Sumerian and Semitic
Babylonian, 18, 69.
Hieroglyphic and Greek,
255, 256.
»  inscriptions, their importance, 245.
Birs Nimrdd, 221.
Black Obelisk, inscriptions from the, 164.
”» scenes from' the, 166.
Borsippa, city of, 219, 220.
Boulédary Stones or Landmarks, Babylonian,
148.
Brick of Rameses II., 113.
Brick-making in Egypt, 111.
Bricks bearing name of Nebuchadnezzar 1L
very numerous in
Babylonia, 203.
" " . Kudur-Mabug, 66, 71.
»» kiln burnt, not used in Egypt until
Roman times, 111.
. of Pithom recovered, 109.
. without straw, 110.
Bronze Gates of Shalmaneser. Facing pages
Burna-Buriash, 67, 211. [96, 164.

” "

Cab (the measure), 56.
Calah, (Nimrid), 28, 61, 108, 164, 178.
Calneh, 45, 52, 178.
Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, 225.
" his death, 227.
Canaan, 94, 12I1.
" and the adjacent countries, heads
of, 135,
Canopus, Decree of, 80, 256.
Carchemish, g5, 96, 142, 144, 165, 171.
. an emporium of Hittite com-
merce, g6.
" captured by Sargon I1., 97, 142.
. Hittite monuments at, r42.
Carthage, governed by * Judges," 251.
Chaldea, Elamite invasion of, 63, 66, 78.
. the empire of, included Syria, 65.
Chaldeans, ancient, heads of, 134.
Charter of freedom, Babylonian, 148.
Chebar, 182. [Hammurabi, 67.
Chedorlaomer, supposed mention of, by
a fragment in the British Musgum, 70. .
Chemosh, Mesha erects the Moabite Stone
to, 239.
Cherubic Figure, Eagle-headed, 32.
- Figures, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 142.
Cherubim, 157.
" the designation not found in the
inscriptions, 31.
Chinese characters, their Babylonian origin,
232.
Chu-en-aten. See Amenophis IV,
Cilicia, 145, 146.
Cities, early founded, 14, 19.
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Clay fragment, containing names resembling
those of Gen. 14; 70.

Colophon on the tablets in Assur-bani-pal’s
library, 2o1.

Colossus, an Assyrian, transport of, 116.
" Egyptian, transport of, 114.
Commerce, Babylonian, 65.
Copper, 57, 60, 165.
»»  sentas a present, 87.
Creation Tablets, Assyrian, copied from
Babylonian originals, 1.
Creation, Babylonian Epic of :
Tablet I.:
Birth of the gods, 2.
Tidmat plots to destroy her offspring, 3.
Some gods rally to her, 3.
She prepares for the conflict, 3.
Tablet II. ;
Tidmat's doings are reported to Anshar,

Anu and Ia unsuccessfully sent against
Tiimat, 5.
Merodach undertakes to war against
her, 5.
Tablet III.:
The gods resign their prerogatives to
Merodach, 6.
Tablet IV.:
Merodach made supreme over the gods,

The test of his omnipotence, 8.
** He spake and it was done,” 8.
Merodach armed, 8.
The encounter, 8.
Tidmat slain, 10.
Her carcase divided, 11.
The building of Heaven, 11.
Tablet V.:
Creation of the Heavenly bodies, 12.

Institution of the year and its divisions,
12.
Tablet VI.:
Very fragmentary, 13.
Tablet VII.:
Merodach praised for overcoming Tii-
mat and E)r his creative labours, 15.
Crocodile, the, held sacred in the Fayim, 76.
+ Cruel lord " of Isaiah’s prophecy identified,
198.

Cruelty to captives practised by Assyrian and
other kings, 116, 132, 173, 190, 192, 198.
Cuneiform writing common in Palestine

B.C. 1400 ; 194.
Persian, developed from
Assyrio - Babylonian
syllabic system, 232.
Cush, 198.
Cutha, supposed Creation Tablet of, 32.
Cylinder-Seal of the 6th Egyptian dynasty,
75

Cypriote writing, its characteristic, 247.

" syllabary, the, an intermediate
stage between the indications of words
and of elementary sounds, 232.

Cyprus, 53, 196.
Cyrus, 55. [223.
,» inscription of the broken cylinder of,
»» sculptured stele, with portrait, 222.
,» tomb of, 226.
. overthrows Astyages the Mede, 209,
219.
» invades Accad, 218, 219.
,» takes Babylon, 225.
.» ascribes the ruin of Nabonidus to
the anger of Merodach, 223, 224.

Dahshir, pyramid of Ra-fu-ab at, 76.
Damascus, 164, 166, 170, 182, 183.
Darius, the, of the Book of Ezra, 227.
,» endows the temple of Amun, 228.
»  Hystaspis, 227, 228.
his monotheism, 228.
tolerant to the creeds of
other nations, 228.
v the Mede, 227.
" .» Persian, his identification, 228.
Dates, women gathering (Seal), 26.
David, 55, 84.
** Day of Chedorlaomer,” the, 67, 68.
* Decree of Canopus," found at Zoan, 80,256.
Dedan, gabbia-stone brought from, 57.
Deed of Sale, a Babylonian, 229.
Deluge Tablet, 34.
Demotic Writing, 255, 256.
Devanagari alphabet, the, derived from a
Semitic, 233.
Dibon, mentioned on the Moabite Stone, 240.
Documents buried in the foundations of
temples, 205.
Door-step, inscription on a, from Birs Nim-
rid, 221, and facing page 206.
Dugga, 10.
Dun-gi, king of Ur of the Chaldees, 56, 63,
64, 207.

” ”

Ea or Ia (the god), a hymn in praise of, 28.
Eagle-headed deities, worship of, 151.
Edom, 177, 181.
Egypt, invaded by Asiatics, 78.
" " Nebuchadnezzar, 100.
.. conquered by Assur-bani-pal, 200.
,»  religion of, 26.
Egyptian granaries, 109.
" head of an, 136.
» musicians and dancers, 118.
" seal of glazed pottery, 255.
" copper cylinder seal, 75.
" writipg_. its probable Babylonian
origin, 232.
Egyptians, acquainted with mechanics, 114.
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Egyptians, funeral processions of, 119.
" their supposed origin, 136.
Ekron, 187, 188.
El, 183, 184.
Elam, 55, 67, 173, 202.
., conquered, 180, 200.
Elamites, conquer Syria and Palestine, 66.
" invade Chaldea, 78.
" they are overthrown, 66.
Ellasar, 66.
Eltekeh, the victory of the Assyrians at, 187.
E-Ninnu, the temple, 54, 55.
Enoch, 35.
Enrogel, 241.
Eponym Canon, an extract from the As-
syrian, 170.
Erech, 19, 20, 45.
,» temple of Ishtar at, 64.
" " the goddess Nana at, 180.
. destroyed, 66.
Eriaku. See Arioch.
Eridu, 19, 20, 29.
E-Sag-illa, Ia's temple at Eridu, zo.
" the name recalls the tower whose
top reached *‘unto heaven," 2o.
Esarhaddon, monolith of, 198.
" identified as the ‘“cruel lord”
of Isaiah's prophecy, 198.
" styles himself king of Egypt,
etc., 198.
. conquers Tirhakah, 198.
Eshmunazar II., king of the Zidonians,
epitaph of, 244.
Esther, Book of, the writer of the, acquainted
with Persian manners, etc., 202.
Ethiopia, the king of overawed by Sargon II.,
186.

Ethnography of sculptures, M. Heuzey's
caution respecting, 135.
" Old Testament, 134.
Euphrates (river), 20, 22, 35, 41 #, 43, 55, 95
164, 165.
Eve, her exclamation in Gen. 4. 1; 20.
Evil-Merodach, 215.
Exodus, the, 126.
Ezekiel, 153. [chadnezzar, 221.
E-Zidda (temple of Nebo) built by Nebu-
Ezion-Geber, ships sail from, 196.

Fall, germ of the story of the, 154.

« Father of the West Country,” a title of the
king of Ur, 64, 66, 71.

+ Field of Zoan,” 8o, 81.

Fifty, sacred number of the gods, 17.

Fish-offerers, group of, 79.

Flood, the Chaldean story of the, 34.

points of contact with the Hebrew
account, 34.

Funeral processions of the Egyptians, 119.

Gates, bronze, of Shalmaneser. Facing pages
Gath, 93. {96, 164.
.» besieged by Sargon II., 186.
Gaumata (Pseudo-Smerdis), his death, 227.
Gaza, 93, 177, 181, 188.
, letters from. See Tell el-Amarna
Tablets.
Gebal, letters from.. See Tell el-Amarna
Tablets.
»» a prince of, mentioned in the Tell el-
Amarna Tablets, 196.
Gezer, 9o, 93.
Gilgamesh, 44.
" and the lion, 24, 44.
" Chaldean Epic of. See Nimrod.
and Ia-bani in conflict with a
bull and a lion, 44.
Gi-limma (Assyr. Merodach), 19.
Gishdubar (Nimrod), 27.
Gishkin, an account of the, 29. [227.
Gobryas, made governor of Babylon, 218,220,
God, Biblical designations of, used by the
Arameans, 184.
Gods, forms of Mesopotamian, 26.
,. carried in procession, 173, 179.
* Gods," the plural, used for god, 89 n, 207 .
Gozan, the king of, pays tribute to Shal-
maneser II., 167.
Granaries, peculiarity of Egyptian, 109.
Groves (Asherahs), 28.
Guardians of Gates and Doorways, 31.
Gubin, 55, 58.
Gudea, builds the temple of Ningirsu, 54, 56.
. king of Chaldea, s54.
,, meaning of name, 56 n.
Gudea of Lagash, 24.

"

Hadad, 181, 183, 184.
Hadadezer, 104.
" his expedition (2 Sam. 8. 3), pro-
bably against Carchemish, g6.
Hamath, 97, 165, 177, 181, 217.
. * Hittite " monuments at, g6.
" Hamath overrun by Pul, g7.
Hammurabi or Amraphel, 24, 65, 66, 67, 211.
" a letter from, with supposed
mention of Chedorlaomer, 67.
. defeats Eriaku (Arioch) and the
king of Elam, 66.
" enjoins that his enemies’ gods
be unmolested, 67, 68.
. his name found in a bilingual
inscription, 6g.
. inscription of, on limestone
slab, 71.
" approximate date of, 2r1.
Hands, folded on the breast, an Oriental
custom in worship, 55.
Haran, 63.
Haru or Horus, 124.
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Hau-nebu, natives of Mediterranean isles
and coasts, 138.

Hagaéel, defeated by Shalmaneser I1., 97, 165,
1

Heavenly bodies, the creation of, 11.
Hebrew, figure of a, from a sculpture, 138.
Hebron, 80, g6.

» anadvanced post of the Hittites, 95.
Hermon, g7.

Heuzey, M., his caution respecting the eth-
nography of sculptures, 135.
Hezekiah, 84, 187, 223.

" pays tribute to Sennacherib, 187.
Hieratic writing, Egyptian, a letter in, 106.
Hieroglyphic forms of cuneiform characters,

tablets of, 61.
" writing, systems of, probably
originated from one stock,
232.
Hieroglyphs, Egyptian, unaltered through-
out Egyptian history, 61.
** High place,” 150, 240.
Hiram of Tyre, 171, 181.
Hittite inscriptions found in the Taurus and
Asia Minor, ¢38.
,  portrait, a, from Tell el-Yahiideh, 98.
Hittites, 79, 80, 88, 94, 95, 165.

" their original home, g5, 98.

" (Khetta) the, oppose Egypt, 95, 97.

" few allusions to, in O.T., g6.

" introduce horse and chariot into

Egypt. 96. .
»  Rameses II. makes a treaty with
the, 104.

" their power broken by Rameses I1.,

" ba?ge of Kadesh, 104-105.

" bar the advance of Assyria, g6.

.. among Solomon's bondservants, g6.

. their characteristic dress, g8.

" kings of the, 96, 164, 178.

.  disappear from history, 97.

. the so-called monuments of the,140.
Holy days instituted, 14.
* House of directing the king's counsel,""207n.
Human sacrifice, a, 26, 152.
Hunting scenes, royal, 161.

" lions, 161-163.
Husbandry, arts of, of divine origin, 32.
Hyksos, the term explained, 78.

., period of their rule, 78.

,.  the, conquer lower Egypt, 78.

.,  comparative rarity of remains, 8o.

- the, introduce the winged sphinx, 8o.

" " horse and chariot

into Egypt, 81.
,»  adopt the manners, etc. of the Egyp-
tians, 81.

Ia, 3, 20.
Ia-bénf, his creation, 20.

XXV

I-anna, Anu's temple at Erech, 18, 19.

Ibla, Mount, 57.

Igigi, the, spirits of heaven, 3.

I-kurra, Bel's temple at Nippur, 18, 19.

11lil, a name of Bel, 17, 20.

Ilu-Ishtar, seal of, 53.

Imagery of Ezek. 1, parallels to the, 157.

Im-ghul, 8.

India House Inscription of Nebuchadnezzar
I1., 203.

Inscriptions preserved in the royal library of
Assur-bani-pal, 2o1.

I-sag-illa, 19.

Isaiah 37. 29 illustrated from the monu-
ments, 198.

Isharra, 11.

Ishtar, the goddess, 153.

Israelites, the, mentioned by Meneptah II.,
130.

Jacob, 78, 121.
Japanese alphabet, originated from contrac-
tions of Chinese ideographs, 233.
Jehaumelech, limestone stele of. 242.
Jehoahaz (= Ahaz) mentioned in a list of
Tiglath-pileser III., 181.
Jehoram, 239.
Jehoshaphat, valley of, 239.
Jehu, referred to on the Black Obelisk, 166,
167.
Jeremiah, roo, 153.
Jeroboam II., 169.
Jerusalem besieged by Sennacherib, 188.
" letters from. See Tell el-Amarna
Tablets.
" mentioned in the Tell el-Amarna
correspondence, 91, 93.
Jews' return from Babylon, permission for
the, not an isolated act of clemency, 223.
Joppa, taken by Sennacherib, 187.
Joseph, 121.
,»  chief minister of King Apepa, 8o.
W a garallel to his question to his
rethren, 81.
Josiah, 84, 223.
Judah, 181.
record of invasion of, by Sennacherib,
187.
Edom, Moab, in treasonable corre-
spondence with Egypt, 186.
,» Malek, 138.

"

Kadesh, an emporium of Hittite commerce,

" the battle of, g6, 104, 105.
an inscription describ-
ing, 105.

Kar-Duniash, 172.

Karnak and Luxor, ruins at, 100.
Keilah, 89, 93.

Khorsibad, 28.
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Khnum-hotep, his tomb at Beni-hassan, 73.
* Kings of the Hittites,” g6, 164, 178.
Kingu, 4, 6.
Kir-haraseth, 239.
Kishar, explained, 2 n.
Koa, 171, 177.
Kudur-Mabug, 66, 71.

" inscription of, 71.
Kuyunjik. See Nineveh.

Laban, 63.
Lachamu, meaning of, 2#.
Lachish, go, g2.
., letters from. See Tell el-Amarna

Tablets.
,.  stormed by Sennacherib, 190, 192.
. excavations on the site of, 192, 194.
Lachmu, meaning of, 2.
Landmarks, analogy between Hebrew and
Babylonian, 148.
Lebanon, 166, 178.
Leviticus, the Marseilles Tablet a commen-
tary on, 247.
Library in the temple of Nebo, copied, 2o01.

., aroyal, founded by Assur-bani-pal,
200.
Light, the gods of, Ocean and the Deep
parents of, 157.
Limestone tablet from Sippara, 46.
Lion, stone, from Marash, 147.
Lions hunted by Egyptian and Assyrian
kings, 161.
Lugal-du-azagga (Ia), 19.
Lugal-Ushumgal, 53.
Lu-mashi, 12.
Lycaonia, 144.

Maat, 124.
Mace or Sceptre inscribed with the name of
Sargon I., 51.
. dedicated to Nebo, 216.

Magan (probably N.E. Arabia), 54, 55, 58.
Magicians, at the court of Apepa I., 81.
Map of the World, Babylonian, 22.
Marash, stone lion from, 147.
Marseilles, Sacrificial Tablet of, 247.

" Inscription, Notes to the, 250.
Martu, mountains of, 55.
Mattan, mentioned by Shalmaneser II., 165.
Media, 170, 175.
Meluchcha (probably N.W. Arabia), 55, 57.

" gold dust brought from, 55, 57.
Memphis, date of capture of, by Esarhaddon,

198.

. captured by Assur-bani-pal, z00.
Menahem, 170, 181.
Meneptah II., the Pharaoh of the Exodus,

106, 126, 128, 129.

Merodach, 51, 204, 212, 223.

Merodach, Babylonian names of, explained,
" the god of light, 3. (16 n.
" overcomes Tiimat, 1o0. [ity, 19.
" the purpose of his creative activ-
Merodach-Baladan, 197.
" mentioned by Tiglath-
pileser 1I., 174.
Meschenit, 124.
Mesha, revolts against Israel, 239.
M&soEotamia. the religion of, contrasted
with that of Egypt, 26.
Metals, early knowledge of working, 6o.
Mizraim, 88, 198.
Moab, 240.
Moabite Stone, the, 239.
Monumeatal names of Kings mentioned in
O.T., 231.
" and titles of the Pharaohs
of Scripture, 82.
Moon-god, seat of the worship of the, 62,
150, 207, 208, 212.
Mordtmann, Dr., his view as to the origin of
Pheenician alphabet, 232.
Mosaic Law, technical terms of the, found on
the Marseilles Inscription, 247.
Moses, 108.
Mummy-case, a, of a priest of Amun and
Mit, 12r1.
Musical Instruments;
Pipe, 58, 118.
Tabret, 118.
Harp, 58, 118.
Lyre, 73, 74, 118.
Musicians and Dancers, Egyptian, 118.
Muzri, the Armenian, tribute of, 167.

Nabonidus, discovers the inscription of
Naram-Sin, 51, 210.
" clay cylinder of, from the temple
of Shamash, the Sun-god,
155, 208.
" » cylinders of, mentioning
Belshazzar, 207.
" an inscription of, relating the
discovery of the name of
Hammurabi 2r11.
" inscription of, from Mujelibel,
212.
" raised to the throne of Babylon,
214, 224.
" his dream, 215.
" annals of, 217.
" his ruin ascribed by Cyrus to
the anger of Merodach, 223,
224.
Nabopolassar, restores the temple of Sippar,
155.
Nabii-apla-iddina, an inscription of, at Sip-
par, 155, 150.
Nahum, roo.
Nanna-Nannaru, hymn to, 62.
Nannaru, 12, 62.
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Naram-Sin, 52.
" (the god), 53.
" the foundation record of, dis-
covered, 52, 210.
Nebhat or Nephthys, 122.
Nebo, 51, 172, 216, 219, 220, 22T.
.» inscribed statue of, 169.
,» his titles, 169.
. temple of, Assur-bani-pal copies the
library in the, 2o1.
. temple of, observatory tower of the,
221.
Nebuchadnezzar 1., 148.
" 11. invades Egypt, 100.

., deports inhabitants of
Judah and Jerusalem,
170.

his boast in Dan. 4. 30
involves no exaggera-
tion, 203.

India House Inscrip-
tion of, 203.

o ,» prayers of, 204, 206.

. cylinder of, with in-

scription, 205.
., cameo portrait of, 206.

" "

Nibiru, 12.
Nimrod, 24, 27, 34, 44.
. (Gilgamesh), Epic of, 34, 65.
is told the story of the

Flood by Noah (Nih-napishtim), 34.

Nineveh, 1, 28, 32, 61, 146, 202.
" date of fall of, 212.

Nin-igi-azag (Ia), 13.
Nippur, the city of, 14, 19.
Nisroch, 32
No, the Biblical name of Thebes, 100.
,» explained, 100 n.
No-Amon, 100.
Noabh, 34.

.» seal supposed to represent, 43.

. relates the story of the Flood, 34.
Nod (of Gen. 4. 16), 48.
Noph (of Isa. 19. 13), 198.
Nudimmud (Ia), 5.
Nah-napishtim. See Noah.

Old Testament Ethnography, 134.
correspondence of Jehaume-
lech's inscription with its language and
religious ideas, 242.
Omri, 240.
.. referred to on the Black Obelisk, 166,
167.
On, obelisks at, 114.
Ophir, ships sail to, 196.
* QOsiris,’”” an appellation of the righteous
after judgment, 124.
Osorkon II., throne-name of, 79, 82.
" I11., throne-name of, 79.

S 7986.

'

XXvii

Palm, its great usefulness to man, 29.
Palms, probably covered the Plain of Shinar
on its settlement by the Babylonians, 29.

Panammd, inscription of, 181.
" his * righteousness ** contrasted
with Zedekiah's breach of fealty, 183.

Paradise, site of the Babylonian, 35, 41 ».
Pathros, 198.
Pectoral from Egyptian Mummy, 120,
Pekah, 170.
Pekod, 173.
Pentaur, the poem of, 104.
Persian empire, the, disintegrated, 227.

» sculpture, oldest known relic of,

222.
Pethor, mentioned by Shalmaneser I1., 165.
Pharaoh of the Exodus, 128.
" Oppression, 108, 109, 113.
Philistia, 170.
Philistine, head of a, 136.
Pheenician alphabet, De Rougé's theory re-
specting the basis of the, 232.

" Monuments, 242.
Pheenicio-Hebrew Alphabet, 232.
Pi-beseth (Bubastis), 79.
Picture-characters of Babylonia early lost
their original shapes, 61.
Pipe. See Musical Instruments.
Pithom, bricks recovered from, 109.
Pontiff-king, statuette of a, 60
Prayers of Nebuchadnezzar II., 204, 206.
Precepts, a tablet of, 14.
Priests, royal, 172.
Ptolemy III., 256.
«» V., king of Egypt, 255.
Pul, 170.
. (Tiglath-pileser I1.) founds New As-
syrian empire), 97. .

Queen of Heaven, cakes offered to, 153.

Raamses, a store city, 109.
Rabsaris, the, 158.
Rabshakeh, the, 158, 177, 178.
Rainbow, the, 40 1., 201.
Rameses I1., 126.
" overcomes the Hittites, g6, 104.
" Colossus of, 103, 114.
. the Pharaoh of the Oppression,
108. [city, 158.
“ and his three sons assaulting a
Ramménu-nirari I., king of Assyria, sword
of, 133.
Rcgister, a temple, 48.
Rehob, referred to by Shalmaneser I1I., 165.
Rehoboam, 131.
Rehoboth, g2.
Religion of Babylon and Assyria, 15, 150.
" Mesopotamia contrasted with
that of Egypt, 26.
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Religious ideas, affinity between Hebrew
and Aramean, 184.

Renenit, 124.

Rezin, 170, 171, 181.

Rimmon, the god, 57, 165, 206.

Rings put in the noses of captives, 193.

** Rock,” the, 184

Rock sculpture of a local Baal, r44.

Rosetta Stone, the, a key to Egyptian hiero-
glyphics, 253,

Sacred fig-sycamore tree, the goddess of the,
125.
Sacrifice, a human, 152.
Sacrificers ceremonially unclean, 253.
Sacrificial dues, a table of, from the site of
Carthage, notes on, 254.
- offerings of Lev. 1 to 7; 251,
" Tablet of Marseilles, 247.
Sale of ground, record of the, 148.
Sallier Papyrus, quoted, 8o.
Sam'al (Singirli), 177, 198.
Samaria, rebels transplanted to, 200.
Samson, 44.
San (Zoan-Tanis), figures of Mermeshau at,
76.
Sargon I, 24, 26, 45, 51, 53, 61, 152
Ve . his date fixed, 51.
. ., crosses to Cyprus, 196.
» 1L, 145

v .» destroys Carchemish, r42.
" .» deports the people of Samaria,
170

o ,» broken cylinder of, 1835.

Sargon and Naram-Sin, epoch of, its im-
portance, 53.

Sceptre, 51, 199, 216.

Scorpion Men, the, 3r.

Scripture, parallels to the phraseology of,
206.

Seals, their universal use in Babylonia, 24.
,» Assyrian, their characteristics, 26.
.» and Seal-impressions, Hittite. 145.

Sebek, the god, 76.

Sebek-hotep, of the r3th Dynasty, 76.

Sechet hotept, 124.

Seir, g2.

Senir, 166.

Sennacherib, his expedition against Phce-

nicia and Palestine, 137.

" makes no mention of his great
disaster, 153.

" storms Lachish, 1go.

" receives spoils and captives
from Lachish, 1gz.

" employed Pheenicians and
Yavnana'a to build ships,
197.

agreement of monuments with
Bible as to his end, 212, 213.

INDEX OF SUBJECTS.

Sepharvaim, wrongly identified with Sippar,

48.
Set, worship of, 81.

Seti I. wars with the Hittites, roz.
Shaddai, the god, 151.

** Shaddai,” origin of the name, 151.
Shalmaneser, II., 63.

" .. defeats the Hittites at Kar-
kar, g7, 165.

- . an inscription of, found at
Kurkh, 165.

. ,» the Black Obelisk of, 164.

» .. the account of his 6th cam-

paign of interest to Bible
students, 164.
Shalmaneser IV, 171.
Sham'al, often mentioned in Assyrian in-
scriptions, 181.
Shamash, worship of, 130, 155.
Shasu, nomadic tribes of the desert E. of
Egypt, 138.
Shenir (Mt. Hermon), 97, 166.
Shiina (the Sinite of Gen. ro. 17), 165.
Shields, 189, 199.
Ships, 196, 197.
Shinar, 18, 24, 69, 88, 172.
- its site, 20.
,» meaning of the name, 29.
. a land of mixed peoples and lan-
guages, 69.
Shishak, records his expedition against Ju-
dah, r31.
Shoa, their supposed identification, r353.
Shumir and Accad (=S. & N. Babylonia),
63, 66.
Sidon, letters from.
Tablets.
Siloam Inscription, the, 24r.
Sin, the Moon-god, 62, 150, 207.
»» » House of the god, the rebuilding
of, by Nabonidus, 207, 212, 216.

Sin, purification from, compared to molten
metal, 60.

Sin-Iqisha, Seal of, 179.

Sinite (Shiinu), the, mentioned by Shalma-
neser II., 165.

Sippar, the temple of. Nabui-apla-iddina's
account of the restoration of, 133.

Sippara, [nscribed Limestone Tablet from, 46.

»  stone tablet from the temple of the
Sun-god at, 133.

Sirgulla, a province of Chaldea, 58, 59.

Skins or fells of sacrificial victims given to
priests, 230.

Solomon, 83, 96, 131.

" sends ships to Tarshish, 1g6,
Soul, the, reanimating the body in the tomb,
¢ South,” the, 74. {r2z.
Statuaries, Egyptian, 113.

Stele, 76, 129, 153, 213-215, 237, 23y, 242,
Step Towers, by, 211, 221.

See Tell el-Amarna
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Storm-clouds conceived as serpents, 3 7.

Succoth, r110.

Sun-god, the, 151.

" a tablet pourtraying the worship
of, 155.

Swords, 199.

Sword of Rammanu-Nirdri I., 133.

Syria, conquered by the Elamites, 66.

" " Thothmes III., 111.
Tabret. See Musical Instruments.
Tammuz, the weeping for, 153.

Tanis. See Zoan.

Targets and Shields, 189, 199, and facing
page 168.

Tariffs, silver, the Jewish and Assyrian
different, 188.

Tarkondemos, the bilingual boss of, 145.

Tarshish, Solomon sends ships to, 196.

Tartan, the, 158.

Tasmit, the wife of Nebo, 169.

**Taylor " cylinder, quotations from, 187, 197.

Tehuti or Thoth, 123.

Tell el-Amarna Tablets, 86.

Tell el-Hesy, the site of Lachish, 194.

Tell-Loh, statues from, 54.

Temple-tax, the, of 2 Chron. 24. 6, 9, similar
to the ‘* taxes "’ due to the priests of Baal-
Zephon, 250.

Temptation, supposed scene of the, 26.

Terah, 62, 63, 150.

Thebes, site of, 100.

»  importance of Scriptural references
to, 100.

Thorn (the ghargad), superstitious regard of
the Arabs for the, 29.

Thothmes III., g5, 100, I1I.

Tiidmat (the Deep), 2, 3.

Tidal, 66, 70.

Tiglath-pileser I. resisted by the Hittites, 96.

' ,» an account of his hunting
feats, 162.

" 11, tablet relating events to
the 17th year of his
reign, 171.

" ,, his annals, 171.

" ,,» introduces the system of
deportation of captives,
170.

" ,, carries off his enemies’
gods, 173, 180.

v 1I1., lists of tributaries of, 181.

Tigris (river), 19, 20, 411, 172.

Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, 187.

" defeated by Esarhaddon, 198.
" description of campaign against,
198.

Toi, king of Hamath, g6.

Tombs, a scene from a wall-painting in
Egyptian, 125.

Towers, step, 64, 211, 22I.
Treasure cities, built by the Israelites, 109.
Treaty, the oldest whose terms are recorded,
104.
Tree of Life, 125.
Trees, Assyrian Sacred, 28.
» held sacred as giving oracles, 29.
» cut down by the Assyrians in time of
war, 174.
Tubal, 171, 177.
Tyre, 178.
. letters from.
Tablets.
,»» her wealth in her ships, 197.

See Tell el-Amarna

Uasari or Osiris, 124.
Ub-shu-ukkin, explained, 5.
Umman-Manda folk (Medes), 208, 213, 216,
224.
Unbaked clay fragment, 70.
Ur of the Chaldees, 62, 64, 66, 78, 150.
Inscriptions of two kings
of, 63.
,» the seat of the worship of the Moon-god,
62, 63.
Ur-Ba'u, king of Ur of the Chaldees, 63, 207.
Ussi, a seal of, the brother of the king of
Erech, 45.

" ”

Valley of Jehoshaphat, 241.
Venus rising from the sea, the myth of, 157.

Vowel symbols, the Pheenician alphabet
destitute of special, 234.

Warfare, Assyrian, and military engines, 158.
Wigur script, the old, adapted from a Semi-
tic alphabet, 233.
World, Babylonian Map of, 22-23.
Writing, Archaic Babylonian, tablet exhibit-
ing, 46.
" Semitic Babylonian, early borrowe
from the Sumerians, 52.
" Egyptian hieratic, a letter in, 106.
probably of Babylonian
origin, 232.
early developed alpha-
betical signs, 232.
,» its hieroglyphic or pictorial origin,
generally recognised, 232.
.. stages in the development of, 233.
" Demotic, 255.

” ”

Year, the, and its divisions, instituted, 12.
,» marking a, by an event, 43.
YQd-Hamalek, 132, 138.

Zelah, 92.
Zidon, 93, 196, 197.
Zoan, 76, 8o, 81, 256.
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LIGHT FROM THE EAST:

OR,

THE WITNESS OF THE MONUMENTS.

Hn 3Introduction to the Study of Biblical AErcbzologyp.

MESOPOTAMIAN DOCUMENTS WHICH
ILLUSTRATE GENESIS.

Babylonian Epic of Creation.

THE Assyrian Creation Tablets were found by the late George Smith at
Kuyunjik, on the site of the ancient Nineveh, in a chamber of the ruined

palace of Assur-bani-pal,
king of Assyria, B.C. 668-
626.  Their contents,
however, are not of As-
syrian origin, the tablets
having been copied from
Babylonian originals for
Assur-bani-pal’s library
(see page 200). As dupli-
cate copies of portions
of them have been found
in the ruined temples of
Borsippa and Sippara,

FRAGMENT OF THE FIRST TABLET OF
THE CREATION SERIES.

we may reasonably suppose the composition of the series to be-at least
as early as the great literary period B.C. 2200-1800, when the Deluge
and other stories seem to have been first committed to writing.

S 7986.



2 LIGHT FROM THE EAST.

There appear to have been seven tablets in the series, but very little
is left of several of them. The following is a translation of the principal
fragments (cf. Professor Delitzsch’s recent German edition) :—

TABLET 1.

THE BIRTH OF THE Gobs FROM APSU AND TIAMAT (OCEAN AND THE
DEEP), BEFORE THE CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH—TIAMAT
Prors To DESTROY HER DIVINE OFFSPRING—SOME OF THE GODS
RALLY TO HER SIDE—SHE PREPARES FOR THE CONFLICT BY
CreEATING ELEVEN Kixps oOF MONSTERS OF THE DEEP, AND
APPOINTING KINGU LEADER OF HER HosT.

Cf. Gen. 1. 6, 8. When aloft Heaven existed not,
Gen. 1. 9,10. When Earth below had yet no being ;
But eldest Ocean, the Sower of them (7.e. of the gods),
Gen. 1. 2. And the dark (?)* Deep, who was to bear them all,—
5 The waters of these mingled in union. and
No fields + were embanked, no islands (¢ marshes) werc seen ;
When the gods had not come forth, not one,
When they neither had being, nor [settled] destinies :
Then were born the [cldest] gods—
10 Lachmu { and Lachamu came forth [together).
The ages multiplied . . . . ..
Gen. 2. 1. Anshar § [and] Kishar were born [together ?]
Long time they lived . . . . ..
Anu............
15 Anshar [and]Anu . .......

From this point, I. 15 to 1. 113, only a few half-lines are preserved.
But in 1. 38 sgg. Aps0 and TiAMAT appear as taking counsel together
against the great gods, their offspring. Aps0 declares  Their way shall

* Mummu, if of Sumerian origin, as is probable, may be compared with Chinese mung,
eldest, chief ; or better, perhaps, with ming, dark, as in ming hai, the dark (i.e. deep) sea. Aps{
and Ti1AMAT are prototypes of Ilomer's Okeanos and Tethys, as the original parents of all
things, even of the gods. The name Tethys may perhaps be related to Tidmat-Tidiwat, and
that of the sea-god Poseidas-Poseidon to ApsA, while Okeanos may have some connexion with
Kingu (1. 126).

+ The Sumerian GE-BARA, Wack stretch, refers to the colour of the soil.

+ The Sumerian god LAGH-Ma (LLamma?) and his wife L.aGHA-MA are probably dragon-
deities. We may perhaps compare with Lagh the second element in SHE-RAGH, a serpent-god,
and Chinese lung, dragon. Among the monsters created by Tiamat (page 3 infr.) are Lachami or
dragons; and Nabonidus set up Lachmu's at the doors of the temple of Harran. The meaning of
the characters LAG-MA may be either * Terror-clad,” or ** Terror-making,” or ‘* Terror-being.”

§ AnsHar and KisHar are personifications of ** The Host of Heaven " and ** The Host of
Earth " (Sumerian AN, heaven ; ki1, earth ; sHaR, host).




P

At

Pase & Spoficvvecd: |

e

Tee o

. BRC D OF TIATM AL

Bronze i discovered at Nineven.)



‘ Voo Ll Seites, bt very L e
ot of the prne.

mi.[in;n .

Fidsve cOCAN AND THE

vorxoanD llarrn - Tiasar
CRING SOME oF THE GObs
vs o ror e CONFLICT By
WONSTERS oF Tk DEEP. AND T

o Hosr,

st casted not

oy bad vet no bee

the Scwer of th v e of the gods),
iy, whe s to bear them all,—
o onoamon, and

. TS WVMEIe seen s

D0Tl ['.ngl'(htl .’]

Ladf-lines are preserved.
~ taking counsel together

deciores * Their way <ho'l

vov be compared with Chinese ne ny

barothe Jarke o doepy sean Pl
U the oniginal parents of alt
vors berdiated o Fodwae-Tiaa it and

nos may have <ome connexion with

oot the scil

byt are probad e dricon-
N STIECRAGH, A serpenteqad
Hopele 3 ity are La oo or
apteof Haan T emeaning of

bt or et bemn o

coblenven and cTine 11 st oot



Eyre & Spotliswoode.)

THE BROOD OF TIAMAT.
[From a Bronse Dish discovered at Nineveh.]






BABYLONIAN EPIC OF CREATION. 3

be destroyed,” and ‘“ A cry of woe shall be made”; while TIAMAT says
(1. 50) “ Let their way be made hard” or “painful!” Then L 55 sg.
we read :

Ocean [rejoiced] at her ; his face became bright :
Evil they plotted against the [great] gods.

Although the lines which related the grounds of TIAMAT'S enmity
against the great gods are unhappily lost, it was evidently founded on
a foreboding that they were destined to supplant their parents and -
dethrone them from the position of sole supremacy ; just as the elder
gods of the Greek mythology are dethroned by their own mightier
progeny. The old mythmakers perceived that the new world is but the
old one under new forms. They suggest the intimate connexion between
the successive states of existence by the very natural metaphor of
generation. On the other hand, the changes incident to the evolution
of the Cosmos are symbolised by the strife which arises in the family of
the gods. Variation is figured by variance, differentiation by difference ;
and the process of creation becomes a warfare of elemental powers.
Aps0 and TIAMAT with their divine following are opposed to their
kindred LacuMu and LacHAMU, ANsHAR and KIsHAR, ANU, BEL and Ia,
IA’s son MERODACH, the god of light, BiL-G1 or GI-BIL, the god of fire,
and the IGiGI or spirits of heaven.

After the great gap between lines 56 and 106 the narrative, as
restored from Tablets I1. and III., continues thus:—

106 All the gods (s.e. of her party) turned unto her;
Cf. Rev. 12, 83-9. They cut themselves off (?), and to Tidmat’s side went over.
They sulk, they plot restlessly, night and day.
Challenging conflict, they chafe, they rage ;
110 They muster and prepare battle.
The Mother of the Depth, the Maker of All,
(l:‘l/, Gen. 1. 21. Added matchless instruments, bringing forth monster-snakes :
eb. tannfnim. Sharpfanged were they, unsparing of attack ;
With venom for blood their body she filled.
115 Raging pythons with terrors she clothed ;
With awful brightness she robed them, overwhelming from above :
““ Whoso seeth them, let trembling overcome him !
Let their bodies rear up, and nonc repel their breasts ! ”
She posted vipers, basilisks, and dragons ;
120 Giant asps,* furious hounds, scorpion-men ;
Fierce white-snakes,* fish-men, and chimaeras ;

* With Assyr. #mu cf. Arab. aimu~, plur. uyim, a long white and specially venomous ser-
pent. Here, of course, a mythical serpent is intended, as in the other instances. The ideogram
naturally came to be used in the sense of storm-demon, storm, because storm-clouds were
mythologically conceived as serpents (Job 26. 13, Heb ).



4 LIGHT FROM THE EAST.

Bearing ruthless weapons, fearless of battle :
Strict were her orders, not to be gainsaid.
Mighty the eleven (kinds of monsters) as a storm (?) she made.
125 Among the gods her firstborn who made her a muster,
She exalted KINGU in their midst—him she made great :
The leading of the van, the command of all,
The first lifting of weapons, the stirring up of the fray,
Mastery in conflict, winning of victory,
130 She entrusted to his hand, she seated him on a cushion.
“1 have uttered a spell for thee, in the assembly of the gods I have magnified
thee,
The rule of all the gods have I delivered unto thee !
Thou shalt be great, thou, my sole (¢ chosen) spouse !
Let them magnify thy name over all regions ! ”
135 She gave him the Tablets of Destiny, she put them in his bosom :
“Thy word be not made void, that which goeth forth from thy mouth be estab-
lished ! ”
Cf. Isa. 14, 13. When Kingu was exalted, having received godhead (o7 supre-
macy),
Among the gods her children he gave decrees :
“ Make up your mouth, let it still the Fire-god ! -
140 The highest in valour shall become great in power !”

TABLET II.

TIAMAT'S DoINGS ARE REPORTED TO ANSHAR—HE SENDS ANU FIRST,
AND THEN IA (NUDIMMUD), TO APPEASE HER, BUT BOTH RETURN
WITHOUT SUCCESS—ANSHAR THEN APPLIES TO MERODACH, WHO
UNDERTAKES TO QUELL TIAMAT, ON THE CONDITION THAT THE

Gops RECOGNIZE HIM AS THEIR LORD.

The opening lines are lost. They probably repeated the account of
the creation of the monsters by TIAMAT (Tab. I. 111-122), though in what
precise connexion is not clear. Then followed, as before, the story of
KiNgU’s exaltation (Tab. I. 125~140). It is not necessary to exhibit here
the more than Homeric repetitions of the Babylonian epic. It would
seem that some messenger has reported to ANsHAR these doings of
Ti1AMAT, whereupon

27 [Of Anshar the soul] was mightily troubled ;
[His loins he smote and his liJp he bit ;
...... his mind was agitated ;

30...... he uttered a painful cry.



BABYLONIAN EPIC OF CREATION. 5

After a considerable gap in the narrative, we find ANSHAR bidding
his son ANU undertake the reduction of TIAMAT :(—

66 [To Anu] his son [a word] he speaks :
G e mighty one, champion,
Whose powers are great, whose onset resistless !
[Go,] and before Tidmat take thy stand ;

70 Let her temper [be soothed,] her heart relieved !
[1f she be stubborn and] hearken not to thy speech,
Address her with [a spell,] and she will be appeased ! ”
[Anu heard] the words of his father Anshar,
[ Took the straight roJad to her, and followed the way to her.

75 Anu [went,] the grinning (?) of TiAmat he saw ;
[Anu was dismayed and] turned back again.

ANU returns to his father ANsHAR, and tells him how he has sped ;
but his words are lost. There is a complete gap of 24 lines, and only the
closing syllables of the next twenty-five are preserved ; but it is inferred
from Tab. III. 54 that ANSHAR next applied to the god NupiMmUD (la)
with like ill success. Then this very fragmentary Tablet closes with a
reply of MERODACH to his * father,” i.e., grandfather, ANSHAR, who
seems to have tempted him to the perilous enterprise with offers of high
distinction.

[Merodach heard] the speech of his father ;

130 His heart [ex]ulted, and to his father he saith :
“Lord (?) of the gods, Arbiter of the great gods !
If 1, as your avenger,

Quell Tidmat and preserve your lives,
Hold the assembly, declare my lot supreme !

135 In Ub-shu-ukkin * all together joyfully take your seats ;
Framing my mouth, instead of you, I will pronounce dooms !
Whatever 1 do, let it not be changed ;

Let the word of my lip return not, nor be made void !”

THE GOD ASSUR. (Cf. pages 31, 32, 85, 98, 227.)

* The Sumerian name of the place where the gods meet at New Year, in order to ** pro-
nounce dooms ' or determine destinies. It means World-gathering, Universal Assembly, or the
like, and should, perhaps, be read uB-sHUGIN, as the symbol ukkiN had also the value kIN or
GIN, and SHU-GIN resembles SHU-NIGIN, napharu, ** assemblage,” *‘ total,” and GIN was used in
the sense of gimru, ¢ all " (Briinnow, 2388). Us, “region,” for which we also find 18, is the
Chinese ip, yip, i, *‘district""; sHuU, ‘“‘hand,” = Chinese shex, **hand "; GiN = Chinese k'isin,
* concourse,” ** all,” k'sn, ** to collect in crowds " (P.S.B.A. Feb. 1890, page 207).
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TABLET III.

ANSHAR SENDS GAGA TO LACHMU AND LACHAMU TO REHEARSE THE
Story oF TIAMAT's PLoT, AND TO
ProOPOSE A BANQUET oF THE GoDs,
AT WHICH THEY SHALL BE INDUCED
TO RESIGN THEIR PREROGATIVES
TO MERODACH — THE BANQUET IS
HELD, AND SUCCEEDS.

[Anshar] his [mouth] made up, and

[To Gaga]his [minister]a word he speaks:

“[Go, Gaga, minis]ter that gladdeneth my
soul !

[To Lachmu and LachJamuwill I send thee.

........ let the gods, all together,
[Ply the tongue,] sit at the banquet,
[Eat bread,] prepare sesame-wine,
10 [To Merodach,] their [aven]ger, decree the
lot !
[Go, Gaga,] stand before them, and
[All that I saly to thee, rehearse to them
as followeth :
Anshar, your son, hath sent me ;
He hath made me apprehend his will as
followeth :
15 Tidmat, our parent, hateth us ;
She hath made a muster, and raged wrath-
fully ;
All the gods (/.e. of her party) turned unto
her;
With those whom ye created, to her side
they are gone.”

The next thirty-four lines, relating the
‘eation of the eleven kinds of monsters
1d the cxaltation of KiNGu, are identical

with Tab. I. 106-140. Anshar then con-

FRAGMENT OF THE THIRD  tinyes his message in these terms:

TABLET.
“] sent Anu ; he durst not encounter her ;
Nudimmud was dismayed, and turned back again.
55 Merodach came forward, the Sage of the gods, your son ;
To encounter TiAmat his heart urged him to set forward.
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Framing his mouth, he saith to me :

If 1, as your avenger,

Quell Tidmat and preserve your lives,

Hold the Assembly, declare my lot supreme !

In UB-SHU-UKKIN all together joyfully take your seats, and
Framing my mouth, instead of you, I will pronounce dooms !
Whatever I do, let it not be changed ;

Let the word of my lip return not, nor be made void !

Make haste ! your prerogative quickly assign him !

Let him go to encounter your strong enemy ' ”

Gaga went, pursued his way, and

Reverently to Lachmu and Lachamu, the gods his parents,
Did obeisance, and kissed the ground beneath them ;

He fell down, rose, and spake to them :

“ Anshar, your son, hath sznt me ;”

Etc., etc., repeating word for word the message of Anshar (52 lines)
poem then continues (l. 125) :—

125

130

135

Lachmu (and) Lachamu heard, they started up (¢zzizn ?) ;
The IciG, all of them, lamented grievously :

“What is altered, so that they have taken offence (?) ?
We know not, we, Tidmat’s purpose (?).”

They crowded together and went—

The great gods, all of them, the arbiters of destiny—
They went in before Anshar, they filled [the hall ?]:

They jostled one another in the assembly . .

They plied the tongue, they [sate] at the banquet ;

Bread they ate, they prepared the [sesame-wine].

The sweet liquor altered their [sense];

They were drunken with drinking, swollen in body ;
Greatly bewildered, their [cry ?] went up ;

To Merodach, their avenger, they assigned their prerogatives.

TABLET 1IV.

. The

THE Gobs EXALT MERODACH TO BE SUPREME OVER ALL--THE TEST

OF HIS OMNIPOTENCE—*‘ HE SPAKE, AND IT was DoNE "—THE

ARMING OF MERODACH—THE ENCOUNTER—TIAMAT SLAIN, AND
HER FoRrciEs VaANQUISHED—HER Carcase DivipEp— THE BuiLD-
ING OF HEAVEN.

They prepared him a chamber of state ;
To receive his fathers (Z.e. the elder gods) for counsel he scttled

therein :

Ex. 18. 11. “Thou,” they cricd, “art glorious among the great gods ;

Thy lot is pecrless, thy word exalted !
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5 Merodach, thou art glorious among the great gods ;
Thy lot is peerless, thy word exalted !
Henceforth thy command shall mot be made void ;
18am.2.7.  To lift up and to bring low be [in] thine hand !
Isa. 85.11.  Be that which goeth out of thy mouth confirmed—unopposed thy
word !
10 None among the gods shall transgress thy will !
May plenty, the craving of the sanctuaries,
Instead of their scantiness, continue in thy holy-place !
Merodach, thou art our avenger !
Cf. Dan. 7. 18, 14. We have given thee the kingdom of the entire sum of things.
15 When thou sittest in the assembly thy word be exalted !
May thy weapons not go wide—may they crush thy foes !
Lord, spare the life of him that trusteth in thee ;
But the god that hath taken to evil—spill his soul ! ”
They laid a garment in their midst ;
20 To Merodach, their firstborn, they cried :
“ Let thy destiny, Lord, become manifest to the gods !
Ps. 33. 9. Unmaking and making speak ! let them be done !
Gen. 1.8.  Make up thy mouth—let the garment perish !
Speak to it again, and let the garment be whole ! ”
25 He spake with his mouth-—the garment perished ;
He spake to it again, and the garment was made.
When the gods, his fathers, saw what had come forth from his mouth,
They rejoiced, they did homage : “ Merodach is king ! ”
They gave him sceptre, throne, and crown ;
30 They bestowed on him a resistless sword, driving away the enemy ;
(Saying,) “ Go and cut off Tidmat’s life, and
Let the winds carry her blood away into obscurity ! ”
The Lord’s destiny the gods, his fathers, decreed ;
For a safe and prosperous journey they started him on his way.
35 Hab.8.9,11; Then he framed a bow, for his weapon he appointed it ;
Deut. 82. 81 sy. A lance he wrought, he laid it in rest (?).
Then the god took up the scimitar, in his right hand he grasped it ;
Bow and quiver at his side he slung (or fastcned).
Dan. 10. 6; He fraught his countenance with lightning ;
10 Ezek1.21. \wup gashing fire he filled his body.
E.,z';ll’(.iré.al;& Then he made up the net, to enclose mid Tidmat ;
He set it at the four points, that nought of her might escape ;
To the south, to the north, to the cast, to the west,
Close he brought the net, the snare (or gift) of his father Anu.
45 Cf Gen.1.2;  He created the IM-GHUL, 7// wind,* the southern blast, the hurricane,
Job:;n%: :s.lgo. 3; The four-wind, the seven-wind, the whirlwind, the simoom :
co He let loose the winds he had created, the seven of them ;
Isa. 51. 15. To trouble mid Tidmat, they followed in his rear.
The Lord took up the thunderbolt, his mighty weapon ;
50 Ps. 18. 10; The chariot, the thing without peer, the terrible, he mounted ;
H a(::.:. ’8 He yoked it, and harnessed the team of four thereto ;
[All of them] ruthless, spirited, fleet ;
Sharp were their teeth, flooded with foam ;
They were skil[led in attack,] trained to trample down.

* A gloss, explaining the Sumerian IM-GHUL.



BABYLONIAN EPIC OF CREATION.

55 [Thereon he sto]od, mighty in battle ;
To left [and right he glancled, . . . . . .
Ps.103.1,2. ....... with terrors he was clothed, and
His whelming brightness enwrapt his head.
He took a straight [course], pursued his way, and
6o Towards [an]gry TiAmat's lair he set his face.

[Two broken lines.)

At that time they gazed at him, the gods gazed ag him,
The gods, his fathers, gazed at him, the gods gazed at him.
65 The Lord drew nigh ; he beholds Tidmat’s array (o> middle) ;
He marks Kingu her consort’s foaming (o7 grinning) ;
Ex. 14, 24; He (i.e. the Lord) looks, and his (Kingu’s) way is confounded,
Ps. 77. 16. His mind distracted, his purpose flown ;
And the gods, his helpers, marching beside him,
70 Saw the leader [spell-bound] ; their look was confounded.
Tidmat [stood firm ?], without turning her neck,
With wanton lips uttering rebellion :
“The gods thy foes [have selen the Lord’s [terr]ors ;
[From] their own [quarjters they have rallied unto thine ! ”
75 Then the Lord [lifted] the storm-bolt, his mighty weapon ;
[To TiJAmat in her fury thus he sent back reply :
“[Why art thou so over]weening, lifting thyself on high ?
[Why doth] thine [he]art [prompt thee] to stir up strife ?”

BEL-MERODACH, THE CHAMPION OF THE GODS OF HEAVEN, ASSAILING TIAMAT,
THE POWER OF THE PRIMEVAL DEEP, WITH THUNDERBOLTS.

S 7086. B
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We omit five broken lines, in which he charges her with hating the
rule of the gods, and exalting KINGU to the supremacy. Then follows:—

“[On the gods], my fathers, thou hast fixed thine enmity.
85 Let thine host be harnessed, let thy forces form in line !
Ex. 18. 3; Stand ! I and thou will do battle ! ” -
Deut. 32. 41, 42.  \When Tifmat heard that,
She became as if spell-bound, she lost her senses.
Then Tidmat scrcamed wrathfully (and) loudly ;
go From the bottom, through and through, her ground did quake.
She rehearses a charm, she utters a spell,
And the gods of battle call for their weapons.
Rev. 12. 7. Then Tidmat (and) Merodach, wisest of the gods, stood forward ;
To the battle they advanced, they closed for the fray.
95 The Lord threw wide his net, made it encompass her ;
The blast (IM-GHUL) that took the rearward, before him (o her)
he let slip.
Jer. 51. 84.  Then Tidmat opened her mouth to her utmost ;
Gen. 1. 2 (God's He made the blast rush into her, or ever she closed her lips.
wind, Hcb.). Raging gusts her belly filled, and
100 Her sense was taken away, and she opened wide her mouth.
Job 26. 13 He thrust in the lance, rent her belly,
Isa. 27. 15 81.9. Tgre open her inside, pierced the heart,
Gripped (07 quelled) her and destroyed her life.
Her carcase he threw down, upon her he stood.
105 When Tidmat the leader he had vanquished,
Ps. 68. 1. Her force was broken up, her muster scattered abroad :
And the gods, her helpers, that marched beside her,
Quaked, were panic-stricken, turned their backs :
They made off (?), to save their lives.
110 They were wholly hemmed in, powerless to flee ;
Ps. 46. 9. He made them prisoners, and their weapons he brake in pieces.
In the net they lay, in the meshes they sate,
The four (?) regions they filled with wailing.
Isa. 24. 21 s¢. 5 His punishment they bore ; they were shut up in prison.
ng 1 Pet.3.19; Rev. Ryt the eleven (kinds of) creatures which with terrors she
20. 2; Jude 6. fraugh
raught,
The mob of demons that marched to her [aid ?),
He brought into straits; their forces [be crushed,

and]
Ps. 91. 13; With their resistance trampled under
Rom. 16. 20. foot.

Isa. 14. 12-18. And KINGU, who was exalted [above
all the gods, ]
BEL-MERODACH AMONG THE 120 He subdued along with DUGGA, [who sat] on high
MONSTERS OF TIAMAT. [at] his right hand :
[From a small scal in Mr. Ball's He snatched from him the Tablets of Destiny, which
collection.] .
were none of his ;
Set his seal upon them, and put them in his own bosom.
When he had quelled and crushed his enemics,
Utterly rooted out (?) the sclf-exalting adversary,
125 [And] fully established Anshar’s triumph over the foe ;
When the warrior Merodach had achieved Nudimmud’s (7.e. 1a’s) purpose ;
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THE FIRMAMENT AND THE FOUR REGIONS OF EARTH,
NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, AND WEST.

[Ornament from the centre of a Bronze Dish discovered at Nincvelt.)
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Then he made strong his ward over the captive gods, and
Back to Tidmat whom he had vanquished, he returned again.
Then did the Lord trample on TiAmat’s lower part ;
130 With his unsparing scimitar he hacked
the top in pieces :
He cut through the arteries of her
blood,
Made the north wind carry it away into
obscurity.
His fathers beheld, they rejoiced, they
shouted for joy ;
Presents, peacc-offerings brought they
unto him.
135 Then the Lord rested (o was ap-
peased) ; her carcase he surveys ; ASSYRIAN SEAL,
The bulk he divides (i.. in thought); he R emposies monstere of Tiamats brood.
rames a device.
Gen. 1.8, 7.  Then he rent her, like the body of a gazelle,* in twain ;
Pss. 104. 8; 148.4. The half of hert he wrought and made heaven’s roof :
Gen. 7. 11; 8. 2, He drew bolt[s], he stationed warder(s,]
140 Charging them not to let her waters issue forth.
The skies he traversed, the spaces thereof he surveyed, and
Made them face the face of Ocean, Nudimmud'’s dwelling.
Then the Lord measured Ocean’s edifice ;
A palace, the like of it, he founded, even Isharra;
145 The palace Isharra, which he had built as Heaven,
He caused Anu, Bel, and Ia to dwell in as their hold (o7 city).

TABLET V.

CREATION OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES—INSTITUTION OF THE
YEAR AND ITS DIVISIONS.

There is no break between the Fourth and Fifth Tablets. The latter
tells of the creation of the stars as the ‘“stations ™ or posts of *‘ the great
gods”; the institution of the year with its twelve months, each in con-
nexion with three presiding stars (of the Zodiac; see Diodorus Siculus,
2. 30) ; the arrangements made for preventing any star from wandering
from its appointed place (cf. Jude 6, 13; Isa. 24. 21 sqq.; 40. 26); and
the making of the moon, and assignment of its functions of distinguishing

* MalXda, Assyrianized form of Sumerian MasH-pu, sabitu, gazelle. (Nu-NU is $fru, flesh :
see Briinnow, 1969.)

t Berosus wrote that, after killing her, ** Bel (Merodach) went back and cleft the woman
(Thalatth, or rather Thamte, leg. @AMTE pro ®AAATO) in the middle, and made one half of her
Earth and the other half Heaven.” (Eusebius, Chron., page 12, ed. Aucher, Venice, 1818.)

t Sumerian : House of the Host [of Heaven].



12 LIGHT FROM THE EAST.

days and revealing the nightly heavens. The Tablet thus corresponds,
with striking differences, to the account of the Fourth Day’s Work,
Gen. 1. 14-19.

He formed a station for the great gods ;

Stars like unto themselves, the Zu-mashi,* he stationed [there].

He appointed the year, dividing it into seasons ;

The twelve months—three stars for each he stationed,

From the day when the year sets out unto the end thercof.

He founded fast the station of Nibiru, to show their boundary ;

That none (i.e. of these stars) might do wrong nor go astray.
The station of Bel and Ia he established with him.
Then opened he great doors (Z.e. in heaven) on both sides ;

10 The barrier he made strong to left and right.

.See Tablet YII.
Reverse, 6-8.

[One line omitted.]

Nannaru he made shine forth, made him overseer of night ;
He appointed him, a being of night, to determine days :
“ Every month unfailingly with crescent-crown make division (?) !
15 At the beginning of the month, and . . . . ..
Horns thou shootest forth to reveal the heavens.
Cf Gen. 2. 2. On the seventh day . . . the crescent-crown ;
On the fourteenth . . .. ... ........ ”

The remaining lines are too broken and too difficult for connected
translation. What else the Tablet related, after the account of the
celestial arrangements, we do not know. Zimmern supposes that it went
on to tell of the creation of dry land and sea, and perhaps also of vege-
tation. Delitzsch gives a fragment, which may have belonged to the
Fifth Tablet, and which seems to say that Anu exhibited the net and the
bow of the victor Merodach to the assembled gods; after which the bow
was placed in the sky (¢f. Gen. g. 13).

SEMITIC BABYLONIAN SEAL OF HALL..., SON OF PASHKIA,
SERVANT OF THE GOD RIMMON.

* This seems to be a loan from the Sumerian, in which Lu is the common ideogram for

sheep, flock, and MAsH may mean bright, pure, shining. The stars are well calle a shining flock:
see Tablet VII., Reverse, 1. 7, 8.



BABYLONIAN EPIC OF CREATION. 13

TABLET VI.

There are no certain, but some possible, remains of Tablet VI. The
sole exception is the latter half of the first line, which is quoted as catch-
word of the next Tablet at the close of Tablet V.(.. .. .. .. of the
gods when he heard). An interesting fragment, published in Delitzsch’s
Lesestiicke, may perhaps have belonged to another cycle of Creation
Legends. Gunkel and Zimmern give it very doubtfully as the Seventh
Tablet of the present series, adding in a note that the attribution is
highly precarious. Delitzsch declares that both the form and the con-
tents of the fragment prove that it does not belong to our Epic. It may
be thus translated :—

Gen. 1. 7, 8; 26, When the gods in their assembly (¢ in a body) had created
Let us make. [heaven ?], and
Gen. 1.13-16. Had formed the firm (?) constellations . . . . ...
They caused [all] the living creatures to come forth,—
Gen. 1. 24, 28.  The cattle of the field, the [wild beasts] of the field, and the creep-
ing things [of the field].
....... to the living creatures . . . . . .
....... and with creeping (z.e. moving) things the city they fillled] . . . . .. ..
St all the moving things, the whole of the creatures . . . .. ...
...... . . which in my entire family [arcseen?] ... .. .”
Gen. 1. 27, 28. [Then made] NIN-IGI-AZAG (i.e. la) two litt[le] . . . .
[Among the whlole of the moving things he made (them)
mighty.

The last two lines perhaps refer to the creation of the first human
pair, so that their broken state is particularly tantalising. On this
subject, as indeed on that of Creation in general, thc Babylonians appear
to have possessed various mythical accounts; but in what is probably the
closing Tablet of the present series the creation of man is distinctly
ascribed to Ia’s son Merodach.

Delitzsch, who thinks that the Sixth Tablet must have treated of
the creation of the earth, of the gathering together of the waters of Occan
(Apsi) and the formation of the dry land, of the clothing of the ground
with plants and trees (¢f. Gen. 1. 9g-12), and of making the water, air, and
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earth alive with all sorts of animals (¢f. Gen. 1. 20-25), has transcribed
the scanty but precious remains of a much-injured fragment, which may
have belonged to Tablet VI., or at least to the series. It mentions the
naqbu, the hole or well, 7.e. the abyss of the waters under the earth
(¢f. Gen. 49. 25; Exod. 20. 4) ; and the nachiré, or larger marine animals,
such as seals and porpoises; after which it states that the Creator
““heaped up” something, probably a dyke or barrier against the sea
(¢f. Job 38. 8-11). The next line mentions the ‘ springs” (namba’é),
perhaps “ the springs of the sea” (Job 38. 16). On the reverse side we
read :—

Anshar making up his mouth speaketh, unto L{achmu he saith]:
25 ‘““Above Ocean, [Nudimmud’s] dwelling,

Over against Isharra which I builded . .

The places below [I] made fast (o7 solid) . . .

I will make a house ; it shall be the dwelling of . . .

Within it let him firmly found his hold ! . . .”

There can be little doubt that the founding of the earth ‘“ upon the
seas” (Ps. 24. 2; 2 Pet. 3. 5) and facing heaven (Isharra), to be the
home of man and the seat of his protecting deities, was the subject of
these broken and partially obscure verses (cf. the last six lines of Tablet IV.).
The “ house,” which is to be the dwelling-place of some god, or, perhaps,
of mankind, may denote the ground or dry land itself, just as heaven is
called a *“ great house ” (IV. 144 sq.).—The tablet goes on to mention the
institution of holy days (nubatta ; cf. Gen. 2. 3), the “houses ” or temples
‘ of the great gods,” and even the ancient cities of Nippur and Ashshur,
which are thus made coeval with creation. The service of the gods in
their chosen cities and sanctuaries appears to have been regarded as the
ultimate reason for the origin of man and his world. In the Book of
Genesis also, the building of cities (4. 17) and the formal worship of
Jehovah (4. 26) begin soon after creation, in the lifetime of the first
man. Quite naturally, therefore, a broken tablet of precepts concern-
ing man’s duties towards the gods and his fellows may be supposed
to have followed. next in the series, as the continuation or conclusion
of Tablet VI.

Reverse, line 11. Daily thy god thou shalt worship
With offering, word of mouth, due of [inJcense.
Towards thy god thou shalt have purity of heart :
That is the due of godhead.
15 Prayer, supplication, and a humble countenance,
Early shalt thou present unto Him . . . . . .
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And earnestly shalt thou direct (thine) hands.
In thy skill peruse the tablet (i.c. search the Scriptures).

SEAL OF ILI-UGUN, THE SCRIBE.
Worship of the gods.

Fear (i.e. of God) begetteth grace,
20 And offering [in]creaseth life,
And prayer [loo]seth sin.
He that feareth the gods shall not call [in vain];
He that feareth the Anunnaki shall prolong [his days].
With friend or companion say nothing [amiss] ;
25 Say not low things, [say] what is good.
If thou promise, give, [withhold] not.

It is deplorable that a document, so deeply interesting from the point
of view of universal morality, should have suffered so much in transmis-
sion. But enough remains to prove, if other proof were wanting, that
religion and morality were bound up together in the consciousness of the
old Semitic population of Assyria and Babylonia, and in that of the

Sumerians before them.

TABLET VIL (?)

“ dnd God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.”
—Gen. 1. 31.

What is generally assumed to be the closing Tablet of this Epic of
Creation, though not free from serious fractures on both sides, especially
at the beginning and the end, is upon the whole better preserved than
most of those which precede it. The subject is the acclamations with
which Merodach was greeted by the assembly of the gods (cf. Job 38.7;
Isa. 14. 13), after his conquest of TIAMAT and subsequent creative
labours. He is hailed by all his titles of honour, and men are repeatedly
called upon to remember his mighty works and to glorify him. (With the
fifty names of MERODACH cf. the ninety-nine names of Allah.)
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OBVERSE.
Cf. Num. 16. 23. “ DINGIR zI [UKKIN !” secondly they cried, * Life of all the great
gods !]*
“ Who established . . . ... .........
“Theirway ........ooouuuea.
¢ Let not [his work] be forgotten in human abodes ! . .
5 “ DINGIR zI AZAG ! "t thirdly they cried, “ Bringer of Purity (o~ Brightness) !
“ God of the good wind ! Lord of hearing and granting !
Cf. Hos. 2. 8. “ Maker of heap and load, author of plenty,
Isa. 60. 22.  “ Who turned whatever was little to much !
Cf. Jer. 14. 8. “ [n hard straits we snuffed his good wind,
“ Let men say, let them praise, let them yield him submission !
“ DINGIR AGA AZAG,” ] fourthly, “let all people glorify,—
% The Lord of the pure spell, the quickener of the dead,—
¢ Who to the captive gods shewed relenting,
“ Took off the imposed yoke from the gods his enemies,
15 “ To keep them under,§ created mankind,—
Deut. 82,395 « The Merciful One, whose it is to make alive !
1 g:ngzﬂ' 3« May his words (or acts) abide, nor be forgotten,
“ In the mouth of the Blackheads, whom his hands created !
“ DINGIR TU AZAG,” || fifthly,—* let their mouth recite his pure charm,
20 “ \Who with his pure spell plucked away all the rebels !
1 8am. 16. 75 « [)INGIR SHAG zU,T that knowcth the heart of the gods, who

1;:;:4%- g{ 3 sceth into the belly ;

10

Cf. Rom. 2.8. * Who suffereth not the evildoer to escape him :
*“ Who appointeth the assembly of the gods, [who rejoiceth] their
heart ;
“ Who subdueth the disobedient . . ...
25 “ Who prospereth righteousness . . . . . .
Who [quelleth] stubbornness . . . . . .
“ DINGIR 2I SUD,” [seventhly ?].**

b

* ] restore DINGIR 2Z1 CAA7N ina Il-e imbAd napiat naphar ildni rabditi. The Sumerian
expression DINGIR z1 UK-KIN, or rather, in the present instance, DINGIR zI KIN, means God of
the life of all (or, of the world): ¢f. Num. 16. 22. The term vk-KIN, KIN, all, whole, all together,
is akin to the Chinese kung, all; k‘un, flock, concourse ; much as xiN, work, is to kung, work,
or GIN, to close, to kung in the same sense. See also the note on page 5.

+ DINGIR 21 AZAG = God that bringeth brightness or purity. Cf. Job 26. 13 (//eb.) :—

By Iiis breath (or breeze) the heavens brighten ;
17is hand pierceth the fugitive sevpent.

+ DINGIR AGA (Or MIR) AZAG = God of the bright crown.

§ Or, to have dominion over them, to rule and restrain them (fuddi = Addi, regere ; or hatti
= Adti, coercere). The evil spirits are to be held in check by the charms and magical formulas
(. 17: * words ") which Merodach has taught the *“ Blackheads,” 7.c. the dark-haired aboriginal
population of Babylonia.

|| DINGIR TU AZAG = God of the pure charm.

© DINGIR SHAG zU = God heart-knower.

** DINGIR 21 SUD = God &ho plucks out (or banishes) offressors, or something similar. One
of the many meanings of z1, 716, is to pluck up, out, or away. stp, which is explained by the
Assyrian $d@bfiti, may mean those who lead captive ¢f. Heb. shabah. The main street of Babylon
was called Aa-ibur-dbii, ** May the captor not cross it!"™ (ibur in this instance being a by-form
of ibir, or ** pass along it!" Isa. 35. 8; Zeph. 3. 6).
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“ Who endeth fury . ... ..

“ DINGIR SUD GHAB,” * eighthly (?), “ who plucketh away [the. bad], .
30 “ Who dissolveth their covenants . . . . ... ..

“ Who defstroyJeth [al]l the wick[ed]” . . ... ..

[Gap of two lines.)

REVERSE.

(Three or four broken lines.]

5 Hab.3.8,15; “ He who passed through mid Tidmat [without resting],—

Jh: 5;- ;g “ His name be Nibiru—he that holdeth [the middle] !
udg. g. H “« 3 H
Job 387, 31.33; Led: him fix]
Ps. 147. 4 € courses
Isa. 30. 26. of the stars
Job 88. 8, 10, 11. of heaven ;
“ Like a flock let him shepherd
the whole body of gods !
“ Let him quell Tidmat, let him
straiten and distress her life!
10 “ Unto future generations, till the
times wax old,

“ Let it hold good without ceas- WORSHIP OF MERODACH AND Z£RPANIT,

ing, let it rule for ever !” HIS WIFE.

Because he builded the Place,t constructed the firm Earth,

Father ILLIL (i.e. Bel) called his name Lord of the World ;

Rev. 1. &  The title the Igigi } cried all together.
15 1A heard it, his heart was glad :
* He whose titles his Fathers have magnified—
Ex. 28.21; Let him like myself be named Ia !

Isa. 9. 6 The whole of my commands—let him convey them all, and

John 10. 30. All my instructions be it he that shall recite !

20 With the title of FifZy § the mighty gods
Fifty his names did cry, made his way supreme.

Ex. 12. 26; Let them stand forth—let the elder enlighten;
Deut. 82. 7.  Let thc wise, the learned, meditate together !
Ps.145.4.  Let the father rehearse, make the son apprehend !

25 Ezek. 34. Open be the ears of Shepherd and Flockmaster ! (i.e. the king)

Ps. 21. 1; 63. 11. Let him rejoice in Merodach, the lord of the gods ;
His land shall sprout richly, himself shall prosper !

17

* DINGIR SUD GHAB = God who overwhelms the wicked. (GHAB =bi'3u.)
t i.c. Heaven. In Rabbinic usage, God is called ‘* The Place" (mdgém).

} The Spirits of Heaven.

§ This was the sacred number of several gods, but especially of Ia. By proclaiming this
title, the gods completed the total of fifty titles of honour with which they successively hailed

Merodach.
S 7986.
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His (Merodach’s) word is sure, his bidding not reversed ;
Isa. 85.11.  What goeth forth from his mouth no god hath ever made void.
30 If he look, he will not blench (/. turn his neck) ;
Ps. 76. 7. ‘When he is angry, no god durst face his fury.*

[Gap of two or three lines.]

Another Babylonian Account of the Creation,

THE Book of Genesis, as is well known, opens with two distinct and
apparently independent accounts of the Creation (1. 1—2. 4a and
2. 4b-25). It is, therefore, a fact of the highest interest that the
Babylonians also possessed two accounts, differing so greatly from each
other as the two before us. This second Babylonian Cosmogony, brief
"and bald as it is in comparison with the one already considered, yet
presents many points of contact with both of the Biblical narratives.
It occupies a small but clearly-written terra-cotta tablet, which was
unearthed by Mr. Rassam at Abi# Habbah (Sippara) in 1882. Its com-
parative antiquity is suggested by the bald brevity and artless monotony
of the style; by the fact that it is bilingual, being written in Sumerian,
the primitive speech of Shinar (Shumer) or Southern Babylonia, with
the addition of a Semitic Babylonian translation inserted in smaller
characters between the halves of the Sumerian lines; and by the fur-
ther fact that it is preserved as a sort of hymn prescribed for recitation
in the ritual of some special service, apparently held in the temple of
E-Zidda at Borsippa, as indicated by the remains of the inscription on
the reverse side of the tablet.

The pure house, the house of the gods, in a pure place was not

made ;
Gen. 2. 5. No reed had come forth, no tree been created ;
Gen, 11. 8. Not a brick was laid, no brickwork built ;
No house was made, no city built ;
5 Gen. 1. 23 sg. No city was built (Assyr. made), no animals crept about ;

Nippur was not made, I-KURRA t was not built ;
Gen. 10. 10. Erech was not made, I-ANNA } was not built ;

* The religious intention of the entire poem is well shown by the hortatory epilogue with
which it closes. The author's aim is not private and personal; but, like the sacred writers of
Israel, he is simply anxious that king and people should be duly instructed in the great works
of their God, so that, by honouring him aright, they may retain his favour and escape his
wrath.

+ House of Earth,; Sumerian name of Bel's temple at Nippur.

1 House of Heaven; Anu’s temple at Erech, the Sumerian UxuG, which is perhaps the
Enoch of Gen. 4. 17.
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ANOTHER BABYLONIAN ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION. I0.

Prov. 8.24. The Aps#A * was not made, Eridu was not built ;
The pure house, the house of the gods,—its dwelling was not
built (Assyr. made) ; .
10 Gen. 1. 2. The whole of the land(s) was sea.
Gen. 1. 9(?);  When in the heart of the sea there was a current (o7 an ebb),
Ex.15. 8. Then Eridu was made, I-SAG-ILLA was built,—
I-SAG-ILLA where, in the heart of the Aps#, LUGAL-DU-AZAGGA
made his abode ;
Gen. 10. 105  Babylon was made, I-SAG-ILLA was finished ;

15 61;;1’926 . The gods (and) the Anunnaki together{ made it (Assyr.
Job 88. 7. wrongly, ke made) ;
Isa.1.28;  “ The Pure City, Dwelling of their Dear Heart’s Delight,” a lofty
62. 2, 4, 12; Ps. name, they called it.

4. g;bﬂg 163, 1% The god GI-LIMMA (Assyr. Merodach) a tangle of reeds in face
. 9

Provy. 8. 26. of the water fastened together ;
Dust (= earth, dirt) he made, along with the reeds heaped it up.
2 8am. 7.18; That they might make the gods to dwell in dwellings of heart’s
1 Kin. 8—8. delight,
20 Gen. 1.26;2.7. He made mankind :
Gen. 4.1(?). The goddess Aruru seed of man with his help did make.
Gen. 2.19;  The beasts of the field, things having life, in the field he made.
G"&b 291: The Tigris, the Euphrates, he created, put in place,
Gen. 1.'4" 10, &c. Called their name Good (o Beauty : Sumerian).
25  Gen.1.11,12. Rush, sedge, marsh-grass, reed-bed, jungle, he created.
The grass of the field he made ;
Gen.1.9; Land (o mountain : Sumerian), marsh, reed-bed also :
Ps. 90. 2 (). The wild cow, her calf the young wild ox, the ewe, her yeanling
Gen. 1. 24, 25. the lamb of the fold ;
Garden and wood also ;
30 Tame goat, wild goat, take their stand by him (Sumerian perhaps:
he set there).
Job 38. 8-10 (?). The Lord Merodach beside the sea piled a platform ;
.............. -. . before he placed not
................... he brougbt into being
................. trees he made
35t e [bricks] in the place he made
............... brickwork he put up;
[Houses he made], cities he built;
[Cities he built], animals he formed (?);
[Nippur he made], I-KURRA he built;
40 [Erech he made, I-ANNJA he built.

....................

It will be noticed that the founding of the primeval holy cities of
Nippur (Niffer), Erech (IVarka), Eridu (....), and Babylon (Bdbil), with
their respective temples, is put in the forefront of this ancient mythical
poem. The sanctuaries and service of the gods are the final purpose

* The abyss of waters under the earth, whence springs and rivers flow.
t King of the pure Abode : i.e. the god Ia.

1 The Anunnaki were angels or spirits of * The Great Water " (Sumerian A.NUN) under-
ground, the watery abyss whence the springs and rivers flow.
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of Merodach’s creative activity. Nippur was the sacred city of Illil or
Bel, the father of the gods and.lord of the habitable world; Erech of
Anu, the god of heaven; Eridu of Ai or Ia, the god of deep wisdom,
who dwelt in the abyss of waters under the earth; and Babylon of
Ia’s son Merodach, the creative and life-giving god. The goddess
Aruru, who, according to the piece before us, assists Merodach in the
creation of man, is elsewhere called Lady of the gods of Sippar and
Aruru, and appears to have been the local deity of a town Arury,
which, like the town of Agadeé, or Accad, became in the course of time
a mere suburb of Sippara. In the Epic of Nimrod (VIII. 34) she
creates la-bani, the satyr-like com-
panion of Gilgamesh, by nipping off
a bit of clay and moulding it (cf.
Gen. 2. 7; Job 33. 6; Isa. 64. 8).
The obscure statement, 1. 21, that
Aruru made seed (or the seed) of
4 mankind ‘“along with” Merodach,
SEAL OF A PRIEST OR SCRIBE, or with his help and cooperation,
Who calls himself arad abind shamshf, “the  reminds us of the no less obscure
, exclamation of Eve, I have formed
a man along with Jehovah,” Gen. 4. 1 (Assyr. itti = Heb. ’éth).
. The poem seems to open rather abruptly, unless we suppose that
““ the pure house, the house of the gods” (ll. 1, g), may denote the
inhabited world as known at the time of its composition—that is
to say, Babylonia, or the valley of the Euphrates and Tigris (see the
Ancient Map, page 23). Compare l. 10. But possibly the reference
is to Eridu, the earliest and holiest city of Shinar, whose site was on
the coast of the Persian Gulf at the mouth of the Four Rivers, and
perhaps on an island close to the shore. Eridu, the earthly Paradise,
might well be called preeminently the pure or holy house or home of
the gods. It is the first thing made when there is an “ off-flow,” * out-
flow,” or ebb of the sea from the site of it (Il. 11, 12). E-SAG-ILLA,
House of the High Head (or top), is Ia’s temple there, as E-SaG-ILLA at
Babylon is the temple of his son Merodach; and the name recalls the
tower whose top was to reach ‘‘ unto heaven” (Gen. II. 4).

Lines 17, 18 may relate the origin of the reedy marshes at the
southern extremity of Babylonia, though some think that they describe
the creation of the dry land.

The word rendered ““animals,” 1. 5, is of the greatest interest to
the Biblical student. The Sumerian A-dam is literally ¢ side-spouse,”
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and seems, therefore, to denote all creatures which exist in pairs, or
as male and female; so that it may be used of the entire animal
creation, both brute and human. The meaning of the Sumerian term
thus explains the story of the origin of woman (Gen. 2. 21 sq.), and
accounts for the curious expression, ‘ called their name Adam ”
(Gen. 5..2). [The Assyrian equivalent, namasid, seems to mean things
that move or creep about, being derived from a root, mamdsu, which
looks like a cognate form of the Hebrew ramas, to creep (Gen. 1.
21 sqq.). I read the verb in the Assyrian version of l. 5 as nasSu =
nansu = namsu] .

This important text was first published, with a translation, by
Mr. Pinches; se¢e T.R.A.S., July 1891.

HINDO COSMOGONY.

Brahma, seated on a lotus, rising out of Vishnu, who lies asleep on Ananta, the five-headed
serpent (¢f. Tiimat), while Lakhshmi, his wife, sits at his feet.
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Ancient Babylonian Map of the World.

(7th or 8th cent. B.C.) -

THis unique document is a tablet of dark-brown clay, unhappily very

much injured. The two large concentric circles represent the Ocean-

stream, which, according to the ideas of antiquity, surrounded the earth

(see Homer and Hesiod. Herodotus was the first to doubt the theory:
ii. 23). The cuneiform writing be-
tween these circles reads: NAR
MARRATIM, “The Bitter (or Briny)
Flood.”

Each of the triangular projec-
tions from the outer circle, of which
there seem to have been seven when
the tablet was intact, is vaguely
marked as a “district " or ‘‘ region”
(Haupt: ““island ”); and on the left
side of each, an inscription specifies
its exact distance (from the nearer
shore, or from Babylonia?). The

FRAGMENT OF TABLET WITH A inscription to the left of the great
PLAN OF BABYLON,

Showing the district called Tuva, and the Great hole on the tOP of the outer c1rcle,

Gate of the Sun-god. . .
where one of these triangular projec-
tions once existed, reads: v (?) KAs-BU tna birit, ““ Five KAS-BU (f.e. six
hours) between”; with the strange addition, ashar DINGIR BABAR NU
SHI.LAL (-— shamshu la tnnamar), ‘ where the sun is not scen,” which reminds

us of Homer’s Cimmerians (Odyss. I1. 14).

The two parallel lines, which run across the ground of the inner
circle, represent the river Euphrates, and the little rings on each side are
the cities of the territory through which it flows. At the top of the right
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(t.e. on the left bank of the river), the word SHADU, ‘‘east,” is written.
The Euphrates cuts through the great city of DIN.TIR.KI, 7.c. Babylon,
the larger part of which lies on its left or eastern bank. Below, in the
south, the river enters the APPARU or ‘‘ marshes.”

The tablet supplies an excellent illustration of the state of geogra-
Gen. 9. 1014, phical kr.lowledge a.t the tlm.e. Cf'. the four rivers of the

Babylonian Paradise, mentioned in the closing lines of
the legend of the Flood (page 41); and see Professor Haupt’s paper,

Wo lag das Paradies ? in Ucber Land und Meer, No. 15. 1894/95.

ANCIENT BABYLONIAN MAP OF THE WORLD.

(7th or 8th cent. B.c.)
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Babylonian and Assyrian Seals.

HERoDOTUS states that in his day every Babylonian wore a seal (i. 195).
This, no doubt, had been the case from time immemorial. And probably
no better illustrations of the religious beliefs and ritual of the Old Baby-
lonians and Assyrians are to be found than those afforded by the subjects
engraved on the extant cylinder-seals or signets, obscure as many of these
remain, owing to our still imperfect acquaintance with the corresponding
literature. Statues and sculptures of the oldest period are rare; but we
possess a considerable number of these smaller but not less precious relics
of the distant past, many of which are as old as the times of Sargon of
Keccad, Ur-ba'u and
Dun-gi of Erech, Gu-
dea of Lagash, and
Hammurabi or Amra-
phel of Shinar (Gen.
14). The specimens
given in this work,
% some of which are
published for the first
= time, range in date
from about B.c. 4500
to the close of the
Assyrian  monarchy
(7th cent. B.C.). The
usual shape of such
seals is that of a small roller or cylinder, pierced lengthways, and some-
times fitted with a swivel for use. The names of the owners, of their
fathers, their gods, and their cities, are sometimes added in the old linear
character. (The impressions, as rolled out on wax, are reproduced here.)

Wy

{
|

N

LY

CYLINDER WITH GISHTUBARRA AND THE LION.

The subjects represented are usually those which meet us again on
the sculptured walls of temples and palaces. The most prominent among
them are scenes from the Epic of Nimrod, which celebrates the exploits
of Gishtubarra or Gilgamesh (Nimrod) and his friend Ia-bani. Ia-baniis
a mythical hero, with human head and bust, but with the horns, ears, and
hind-quarters of a bull; and this strange pair may be regarded as the
remote archetypes of the better known Herakles and Cheiron or Thescus
(sce page 25, No. IV.). Another frequent subject, variously modified, is



No. I.—SUPPOSED SCENE OF THE TEMPTATION.

No. IL.—A PRIEST PRESENTING A VOTARESS No. IIL.-WOMEN GATHERING DATES.
TO A DEITY ™.

No. IV.—EPISODES IN THE EPIC OF NIMROD,

S 7986. D



26 LIGHT FROM THE EAST.

prayer and sacrifice. As a rule, the gods have the human form ; compo-
site figures are confined to subordinate spirits, demigods, cherubic beings,
and demons. In this latter respect, the religion of Mesopotamia presents
a striking contrast to that of Egypt.

Sometimes, though rarely, the scene is either a human sacrifice, as
Ménant was the first to suggest, or at least a ceremonial symbolically
imitating such a rite (page 152, No. II1.). Other seals of similar style
appear to represent scenes of initiation in religious mysteries, like those
of Eleusis or of the Mithraic worship (page 27, No. VI.).

In some archaic specimens, we seem to see the very beginnings of the
art of seal-engraving. The small chalcedony cylinder figured on page 27,
No. V., shows a sacrificial scene of very primitive execution, in which
limbs are indicated by straight lines, joints by round holes (c¢f. also
pages 10, and 25, No. II.). The progress from these rude outlines to the
masterly handling of animal forms, exhibited by seals as old as the time
of Sargon I., B.c. 3800, is very remarkable (se¢ page 45, No. 2). No
later Babylonian or Assyrian work can be compared with these mas-
terpieces of the early Chaldean kingdoms for breadth and freedom of
treatment and truth to nature. -

Assyrian seals are less common than Babylonian (see pages 11, 31).
They are usually made of harder and finer materials, such as onyx and
chalcedony. The flounced robe and the cap curving upward in horn-like
projections (pages 15, 57), so characteristic of early Babylonian cylinders,
are wanting to them. When inscribed, it is in the Assyrian cunei-
form; and their subjects are the sacred tree, the winged solar disk, the
eagle-headed cherub, and other religious types familiar in the Assyrian
sculptures.

In No. I. we have the famous scene of the palm-tree with pendent
fruit, towards which two seated figures are each stretching out a hand,
while a serpent stands erect behind one of them. George Smith supposed
that this might represent the Temptation (Gen. 3), noting, however, that
““the two figures seem both to be males” (Chaldecan Genesis). Others since
have taken the fact for granted, but it is very doubtful ; compare No. II., a
seal in my own collection, where we see a god or goddess with a stcllar
symbol before the statue, a priest or king worshipping, and behind him an
erect serpent and a naked woman. (Possibly the scene may be explained
by the custom mentioned by Herodotus (i. 181 sq.), and the naked female
may be Bel’s chosen bride. On the other hand, she may be a goddess; as
the serpent denotes goddesses in Egyptian hieroglyphs.) In No. III. two
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women are gathering dates, and apparently presenting them to a third
figure (perhaps a deity, as the crescent moon is seen before it). In the
right-hand corner is a cartouche with the name Ta-Ta.

No. IV. seems to represent Gishdubar (Nimrod) and his friend Ia-béni
in conflict with the lion and the bull; and, on the other side of the
defaced inscription, the capture of la-bani (episodes in the Epic of
Nimrod). ‘

No. VI., a seal of green jasper in my possession, bears the name of
its owner in archaic (linear) characters, viz. :—

GISH . TUG.PI.UD.A.RA
URU . MU . SA . (or LIG ?),

which in Semitic Babylonian may be read :—

migir Pir-Nunna
Ala-mukish.
“ Ala-mukish, the favourite of (the god ?) Pir-Nunna.”

It seems to exhibit a religious rite, perhaps a human sacrifice, or
a ceremony of initiation. :

No. VII. is noticeable for the animal-form, probably representing a
demigod or demon.

No. V.—A SACRIFICIAL SCENF, No. VI.—AN INITIATION IN RELIGIOUS MYSTERIES ).

No. VI.—A MYTHOLOGICAL SCENE, OR MYSTIC CEREMONY.
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Assyrian Sacred Trees with Cherubic Figures.

THE sacred tree is common to almost all ancient religions. It is found
among the Arabs, Pheenicians, Canaanites, Jews (cf. the groves, or rather
Asherahs, 1 Kings 14. 23; 2 Kings 17. 10); among the Hindoos, the
Persians, and the Scandinavians. It is therefore natural to find apparent
traces of it in the sculptures of Assyria and Babylonia. It appears to
have been most prevalent in Assyria during the Middle Empire, B.c. goo—
721; and the representations are found at Nimridd (Calah, Gen. 10. 11),
and Khorsibid (Dtr-Shargani, .. ‘ Sargon’s Castle”), but not at
Nineveh.

According to an old bilingual Babylonian hymn in praise of the god
Ea or Ia (4 R. 15, 52, sqq.),

“In Eri-du a dark giésk-kin tree grew,
On holy ground it sprang up:
Its appearance was that of gleaming lapis lazuli,
Lying in the deep” (Z.c. seen under water).

MALE CHERUBIC FIGURES, KNEELING BEFORE A SACRED TREE.

The rest of the hymn refers to the god, not to the tree as my
friend Prof. Sayce supposed (Hibbert Lecturcs, 1887, page 238). It may
be rendered thus:

“la’s way * in Eridu is fraught with abundance ;
His abode is the sanctuary of the carth ;
His resting-place is the bed of the goddess Bau ;
Into the (his) pure House, whose shade spreads abroad like that of a forest,—
into it none may enter.”

* Probably referring to the procession in which the god's image owm-ark (Babylonian
*ship ") was carried along the streets on certain festivals, in order to ensure peace and plenty.
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CHERUBIC FIGURE.
An Assyrian Winged Human-headed Bull, representing a guardian genius or spirit.

[From the palace of Assur-nisir-pal, king of Assyria (n.c. 885-860), at Calah, the modern Nimrid.)
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Female (or Youthful) Cherubic Figures, standing before a Sacred
Tree.—In this illustration the symbol held in the hand of each
figure perhaps indicates the sex. The tree is, as usual, conventionally
treated, and may represent a grove of palms rather than a single tree.
The uplifted hand suggests blessing.

All the illustrations are taken from Assyrian sculptured slabs now
in the British Museum.

FEMALE (OR YOUTHFUL) CHERUBIC FIGURES, STANDING BEFORE A SACRED TREE.
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Assyrian Cherubic Figures.

Guardians of Gates and Doorways.—Guardian Genii were not unknown
to the Assyrians and Babylonians, although the designation Cherubim
has not yet been found in the inscriptions. It is, however, probably
akin to the Assyrian term karibi, “ the mighty ” (¢f. Ps. 29. 1). At the
doors of the royal palaces and temples were placed winged human-
headed lions and bulls, as also huge serpents. These strange composite
figures were known by the name of shédi (— Heb. shédim, Deut. 32. 17,
A.V. devils), and lamassi, and were placed at the entrance to public buildings
to protect the royal pathway and to repel enemics. So
Gen.3.24.  the Cherubim guard the way to the Tree of Life. Cf.
also the two Cherubim overshadowing the Ark, Exod.
25. 18 ; which were probably winged human figures like those which we
see performing similar functions in Egyptian paintings. In Ps. 18. 10;
104. 3, @ cherub appears as Jehovah’s steed or chariot; 7.c. the storm-
cloud borne onward by the blast. The Cherubim of Ezekiel’s vision
(Ezek. 1 and 10) seem to combine the principal Assyrian forms in one.

The Scorpion Men.—On this small Assyrian seal, a flaming in-
cense burner stands between the winged human-headed figures, whose
composite bodies end in a scorpion’s tail curled back ready to sting.
Above them is the winged solar disk.

These figures are supposed to represent
the “Scorpion Men ” described in the Baby-
lonian Epic of Nimrod. There, the scorpion-
man and his wife keep the gate of the
mountain Mashu, which had to be passed to
reach the Abode of the Blessed (¢f. Gen.

3- 24).

“Their upper (¢.e. human) part reacheth to heaven, and their bosom (i.c. the scorpion
body) to the underworld ; whose terror is overpowering, and whose look is death (cf. the
Greek Gorgon) ; whose splendour is awful, overthrowing mountains. At sunrise and sunset
they watch over the sun.”
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Eagle-headed Cherubic Figure.—The eagle-headed figures of the
Assyrian sculptures have been by many considered to be representations
of the god Nisroch (2 Kings 19. 37); but for this identification there
is no ground whatever. No such name as Nisroch is known in the
inscriptions; and' the most tenable explanation is that Nisroch is a
textual error, not for Nergal, as some have supposed, because there was
a temple of Nergal at Nineveh, but for the well-known Assyrio-Babylonian
deity Nusku or Nusku »&'#, “ The Shepherd Nusku,” a title of Ninib.
(See Halévy, Fournal Asiatique, 1879, page 387.)

The monuments afford us some explanation of what the eagle-headed
creatures represented. The Babylonians believed that before the creation
of man the world was occupied by a number of composite beings, half
men and half animals; and among these, we are told in the so-called
Creation Tablet of Cutha, were—

“warriors with bodies of birds of the mountain gorges, men with the faces of birds of
the desert.”

Like other cherubic figures in the sculptures, this one also holds a
basket and a palm-spathe (in the act of fertilizing a palm-tree ; a process
often represented. The Assyrians and Babylonians considered the various
arts of husbandry to be of divine origin: ¢f. Isa. 28. 23-29). Others
think of a fir-cone, with which the figure is sprinkling the tree with holy
water. Dr. Bonavia has proved that fir-cones were used by the ancients
for such purposes (Trans. Ninth Congress of Orientalists, vol. ii.).

KINGS, SUPPORTED BY CHERUBIC FIGURES, KNEELING BEFORE THE SACRED TREE,
AND WORSHIPPING THE WINGED SOLAR DISK.
(Cf. page 83, and my note on Deut. 33. 2 in P.S.B.4., April 18¢6.)
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The Chaldean Story of the Flood and the
Chaldean Noah.

The Deluge Tablet, of which there are several copies -in the British
Museum, is one of the most important inscriptions yet discovered. It
forms the eleventh book of the Chaldean Epic of GiLcaMEsH, or Nimrod.
It is introduced there because the eleventh month of the Babylonian

calendar, according to which
the Epic was arranged, was
called ‘“the Month of the
Curse of Rain,” or * the
Month of Destruction,” cor-
responding to the eleventh
Zodiacal sign of Aquarius.

The story is evidently
AN ARCHAIC BABYLONIAN SEAL, . :
lRe[;:eseénling anhepi?iode in the Epic of Nimrod, Tabl; older than the EplC Into
et X. ilgamesh and his friend 1a-b4ni conversing wit 1 M . . 1
a monster. Nésh-Ia and his boat, in which Gilgamesh “’thh 1t was woven ’ and 15

went to seek Ndh-napishtim, the Chaldean Noah. therefore more ancient than
B.C. 2200, the period at which the Epic is supposed to have been drawn
up. It is related to ‘‘ Gilgamesh” by his ancestor NOH-NAPISHTIM *
(i.e. Rest of Soul), called also Atrahasis or Hasisatra (- the Greek
Xisouthros), *the very wise or pious,” who is the Chaldean Noah.

The principal points of contact with the Hebrew account
are :—

The Deluge is a punishment for sin. Atrahasis and his family are
servants of la, the god of the watery abyss. The other gods decree a
flood. He is directed to build a ship to hold himself, his family, and the
craftsmen (who were under the special protection of Ia), as well as the
various kinds of animals. The ark is covered with pitch without and

* Haupt and others read the ideogram Pir-napishtim, ** Offspring of life.” But the Sumerian
Ghis.zi 1epresents an older Guz-zi=Kush-zi=N#j-napishtim, ** Rest of soul,” i.e. ** Tranquil-
hearted,” whence the Hebrew Nda#, i.e. Rest, is abridged by omission of the second element in
the Babylonian name.
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within, and has a deck or covering. The rain lasted six days and nights.
The birds—a dove, swallow, and raven—are sent forth, and the last
returns not. The ark rests on the mount of Nizir. The rescued come
forth from the ark. Sacrifice is offered, and the gods gather round the
altar smelling the sweet savour. The gods agree not to punish mankind
again with a flood. Finally the hero and his wife are taken or translated,
like Enoch, to live like gods in the immortal land at the mouth of the four
rivers of Paradise.

The chief part of this important text is translated here, Scripture
parallels being suggested in the margin.

THE REVERSE SIDE OF THE BROKEN TABLET,
Containing the Narrative of the Deluge, as pieced together and published by
the late George Smith, December 3, 1872. The restoration comprises sixteen

fragments, and the translation appeared in the Transactions of the Society of
Biblical Archaology.

TABLET XI. OF THE EPIC OF NIMROD.
(Haupt, Nimrod-Epos, No. 70.)

Nfih-napishtim saith to him, even to Gilgamesh ;
Let me unfold to thee, Gilgamesh, a secret story,
Gen. 6. 7. And the decree of the gods let me tell thee !
Shurippak, a city thou knowest,—
On the bank of Euphrates it lieth ;
That city was full of violence, and the gods within it—
Gen. 6. 17. To make a flood their heart urged them, even the mighty gods.
Their father (Z.e. adviser : Gen. 45. 8) was Anu,
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Their counsellor the warrior Bel,
Their throne-bearer * Ninib,
Their champion Innugi.
Nin-igi-azag, even la, had sat (or lurked) near them, and
Their talk (o purpose) he repeated to the recd-fence :
“ Reed-fence, reed-fence ! house-wall, house-wall ! +
Reed-fence, listen ! and house-wall, give heed !
Man of Shurippak, son of Ubara-Tutu,
Gen. 6. 14, Pull down the house, build a ship!
Leave goods, scek life !
Property forsake, and life preserve ! §
Gen. 6. 19. Cause sced of life of every sort to go up into the ship !
v¥.18,16.  pe ship which thou shalt build,
Exact be its dimensions,
Equal be its breadth and its length !
On the ocean launch it ! ”
1 understood, and said unto la my lord :
Gen. 6. 22; 7. 8. “The command, my lord, which thou spakest thus,
1 honour, 1 will do [it] !
[But whlat shall I answer the city, the people and the elders ?”

Ia framed his mouth and speaketh,
He saith unto me his slave :
“[Ans]wer thus shalt thou make unto them :
¢ Bel hath rejected and hatcth me, and

I may no longer dwell in yo[ur cit]y, and

Gen. 4. 14. Towards Bel’s ground I may no longer turn my face : but

I will[go] down to the Ocean, [and ] with [1a] my {lord ] will 1 dwell!

[Upon] you it will rain heavily . . .}”
[(Some twelve lines broken, or gone altogether.]

BABYLONIAN CYLINDER WITH SACRIFICIAL SCENE.

* jc. the Cherub on which they rode forth in wrath (Ps. 18. 10: Isa. 19. 1 Ezek.

1. 4 s4q.)

+ The fence and wall of Nfih-napishtim’s homestead on the river-bank.
+ This looks like a variant rendering of the previous line, and may therefore imply an

original Sumero-Accadian text, of which the extant Assyrian is a translation.
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On the fifth day 1 laid down the frame of it ;
At its bulwarks (?) its sides were 140 cubits high ;
The border of its top equalled 140 cubits (Z.e. every way).*
I laid down its form, I figured (or fashioned) it :
1 constructed it in six stories,
Dividing it into seven compartments ;
Gen. 6. 16 (?) Its floors I divided into nine chambers each,
Water-pegs inside it I drove in (fo stop leaks).
1 chose a mast (0r rudder-pole), and supplied what was necessary :
Gen. 6. 14. Six sars of bitumen 1 poured over the outside,
Three sars of bitumen [I poured over] the inside.
While the basket-bearers were carrying three sers of oil aboard,
| reserved one sar of oil, which the libations (?) consumed ;
Two sars of oil the shipmen stowed away.
For [the men’s food] I slaughtered oxen ;
1 slew [small cattle] every day ;
New wine, sesame wine, oil and grape wine,

OBVERSE

ANOTHER COPY OF THE DELUGE TABLET.

* Thus, though called a ship, it seems to have been a perfect cube or box of 140 cubits each
way. Cf. the Heb. name tcbal =chest, **ark.” See also Rev. 21. 16, 17. (The Heb. tebah may
be connected with the Sumerian Dus, * to be quieted, appeased,” *“ to rest.” The ships or arks
in which the Chaldean and Egvptian gods were carried about, were regarded as their resting-
places. Cf. also Eg. dep-t, *“a ship.” The infant Moses' **ark ” is a tebak, Exod. 2. 3.)
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The people [I gave to drink), like the water of a river.
A feast [I made], like New Year's Day. . . .

[Five lines.)

[With all that I possessed 1 fr] eighted it ;
With all that I had of silver I freighted it ;
With all that I had of gold I freighted it ;

Gen. 7. 7, 8. With all that I had of seed of life of every sort [1 freighted it];

I put on board all my family and my clan ;
Cattle of the field, wild beasts of the field, all the craftsmen, I put on board.
A time Samas appointed (saying) :—

Gen. 7. 4. “When the Lord of Storm at eventide causeth the heavens to

rain heavily,
Gen. 7. 1. Enter into the ship, and shut thy door !”
That time came :
The Lord of Storm at eventide caused the heavens to rain heavily.
I dreaded the appearance of day ;
I was afraid of beholding day : *
Gen. 7. 16. I entered the ship and shut me my door.
For the steering of the ship, to Buzur-Bel the shipman
The great vessel (deckhouse ?) I handed over, with its freight (or gear).
When the first light of dawn appeared,

1 Kings 18. 88 sg. There rosc from the foundation of heaven a black cloud :

Rimmon in the heart of it thunders, and
Nebo and Merodach march before ;
The Throne-bearers march o’er mountain and plain.
The mighty Dibbarra (¢ Girra) wrenches away the helm ;
Ninib goes on, pouring out ruin.
The Anunnaki (earth-spirits) lifted torches ;
With their sheen they lighten the world.
Rimmon’s violence reacheth to heaven ;
Kmos 5. 8. Whatever is bright he turneth into darkness.
One day the southern blast . . . ... ..
Hard it blew,and . . . ... ..
Like a battle-charge upon mankind rush [the waters.]
One no longer sees another ;
No more are men discerned in (descried from) heaven.

¢ Perhaps an alternative version of the preceding line. Delitzsch renders the two lines:

** The storm’'s beginning saw I; to experience the storm I had fear.”
that the warning came. The storm burst the next morning.

Buat it was at nightfall
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The gods were dismayed at the flood, and
Sought refuge in ascending to highest heaven (/2. the heaven of Anu) :
The gods cowered like dogs ; on the battle-
ments (of heaven) they crouched.

Jer. 6. 24. Ishtar screams like a woman in travail,
The loud-voiced Lady of the gods exclaims :
Gen. 3. 19. ““Yon generation is turned again to clay !
As I in the assembly of the gods foretold
the evil—

Like as I foretold in the assembly of the gods the cvil ; —*
A tempest for the destruction of my people
I foretold.
Isa. 64. 8. But I will give birth to my pcople (again),
though
Hab. 1. 14 Like the fry of fishes they fill the sea ! ”
The gods because of the Anunnaki wept with
her ;
. TERRA COTTA
The gods were downcast, they sate a-weeping ; FIGURE OF
Closed were their lips . . . .. ... GISHTUBAR, FROM
Gen. 7. 12, 17.  During six days and nights KHORSABAD.}
Wind, flood, storm, ever more fiercely whelmed
the land.
When the seventh day came, storm (and) flood ceased the battle,
Wherein they had contended like a host :
Gen. 8. 1. The sea lulled, the blast fell, the flood ceased.
1 looked for the people [#@dma], with a cry of lamentation ;
Gen. 7. 21 sgg.  But all mankind had turned again to clay :
The tilled land was become like the waste.
Gen. 8. 6. 1 opened the window, and daylight fell upon my cheeks ;
Crouching I sit (and) weep;
Over my cheeks course my tears.
1 looked at the quarters (of heaven), the borders of the sea ;
Gen. 8. 5. Towards the twelfth point rose land.
To the country of Nizir the ship made way ;
Gen. 8. 4. The mountain of the country of Nizir caught the ship, and
suffered it not to stir.
One day, a second day, the mountain of Nizir, etc. (as before) ;
A third day, a fourth day, the mountain of Nizir, etc. (as before) ;
A fifth, a sixth, the mountain of Nizir, etc. (as before).
Gen. 8. 6-12. But when the seventh day was come,
I brought out a dove (and) let it go.

* Variant rendering of the previous line.

+ A terra-cotta figurine, representing Gishtubar or Gilgamesh (Nimrod), which was
found along with other similar statuettes, cylinders, and amulets, buried in small hollows
below the pavement of the courts of Sargon’s palace at Khorsébdd. These objects were
probably designed as talismans against the infernal spirits.
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The dove went to and fro, but
Found no foothold (/%. standing-place), and returned.
Then [ brought out a swallow (and) let it go.
The swallow went to and fro, but
Found no foothold, and returned.
Then I brought out a raven (and) let it go:
The raven went off, noticed the drying of the water, and
Fecding, wading, croaking, returned not.
Gen. 8.17,20. Then I brought out (cverything) to the four winds, offered
victims,
Made an offering of incense on the mountain top ;
Num. 23. 1,29. Seven and seven tripods | set,
Into their bowls I poured calamus, cedar, fragrant herbs ;
Gen. 8. 21; The gods snuffed the odour,
Lev.26.31.  The gods snuffed the pleasant odour,
The gods like flics swarmed above the sacrificer.
But when Ishtar was come from
REVERSE. afar,
Gen. 9. 13-16.  She lifted up
the Great
Gems (?),* which Anu had made
to adorn her.
“These gods,” (she cried) “ by mine
azure collar (/7. by the lapis
lazuli of my neck), I will never

forget !
Gen.8.1; 9,18, Thesc days will
I bear in

mind, and nevermore forget !
Let the gods go to the incense-
offering ;
(But) let Bel never go to the incense-
offering !
Forasmuch as he took no counsel,
but caused the flood,
And delivered my people to destruc-
tion.”
But when Bel was come from afar,
ANOTHER COPY OF THE DELUGE TABLET. He saw the ship, and Bcl waxed
wrathful ;
He was filled with rage at the gods, (and) the Igigi (7.e. the spirits of heaven):
“ Some soul ” (he cried) “hath escaped !

* The character for Tum, * flies,” **insects.” Cf. the Chinese tum, tung, ** rainbow,” which
is written with the same character denoting *“insects.” The Babylonian myth evidently regards
the rainbow as the great jewelled collar of Ishtar, held up, arch-wise, in heaven (¢f. page 201).
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Let not a man survive the destruction ! ”
Ninib frameth his mouth and speaketh—
He saith to the warrior Bel:
“Who then but Ia doeth the thing ?
la is versed in every wile.”
Ia frameth his mouth and speaketh—
He saith to the warrior Bel :
“Thou, O sage of the gods (and) warrior—-
In no wise hast thou been well-counselled in causing a flood !
On the sinner lay his sin !
On the guilty lay his guilt !
(But) remit (somewhat) ! let him not be cut off ! forbear ! let him not [be swept
away]! .
Gen. 9. 11, Instead of thy causing a flood,
Ezek. 14. 12-21; Let the lion come and minish mankind !
zsé::’.iz‘;’.i;’a‘; Instead of thy causing a ﬂ00fi,. _
Hos. 13. 7; Let the leopard come and minish mankind !
Jer. B. 6. Instead of thy causing a flood,
Let famine break out and [desolate] the land !
Instead of thy causing a flood,
Let pestilence (/#¢. Girra ; Z.e. the god of plague) come and slay mankind !
I divulged not the decision of the mighty gods ;
Job 4. 12, 18.  (Some one) caused Atrahasis to see visions, and so he heard the
Gen. 6. 9. decision of the gods.”

Thereupon he took counsel with himself (¢ made up his mind) ;
Bel came on board the ship,
Secized my hand and led me up (out of the ship),
Led up my wife (and) made her kneel beside me ;
Gen. 9. 1. He turned us face to face, and standing between us blessed us,
(saying) :
“Ere this, Nih-napishtim was human ;
Gen. 3. 5,22,  But now Nih-napishtim and his wife shall be like us gods !
Gen. 2. 10-14.  Nih-napishtim shall dwell far away (from men), at the mouth
of the rivers ! 7 *
Gen. 5. 24. Then they took me, and made me dwell far away, at the
mouth of the rivers,

* The site of the Babylonian Paradise, at the mouth of the four rivers, Euphrates, Tigris,
Kariin, and Kerkha. This suggestion, and some of the renderings here adopted, are due to
Professor Paul Haupt, the principal authority on the original text.



(rwonao) sywy 4K CVONUAVZINAY 10 NOIHY AHL NI dd4Lvd L IHVL LOVELNOD

TASHANAY CASNAAM()



AN ARCHAIC BABYLONIAN SEAL. 43

An Archaic Babylonian Seal, representing the
Chaldean Noah.

THis Seal is commonly assumed (after G. Smith, Chal. Gen.) to represent
Nah-napishtim, otherwise Atrahasis,

the Chaldean Noah, in his ark.

Really, it represents him in his

dwelling at the mouth of the Four

Rivers of the Chaldean Paradise,

~ on each side of which is a figure of

Gilgamesh-Nimrod, holding an oar.

A worshipper stands in front.

Fragment of another Babylonian Account of
the Flood.

IN 1875 the late George Smith wrote as follows: *The ¢Izdubar
Legends’ appear to me to have been composed during the early Baby-
lonian empire, more than 2,000 years B.C.” (Assyrian Discoveries, page 166).
Early as this date may have appeared, it has recently been shown to be
none too early. At the last Congress of Orientalists (Paris, 1897), Scheil
gave an account of a fragment of a tablet containing a different version of
the story of the Deluge, which was unearthed by himself in the course of
his excavations at Abit Habbah, the ancient SiprARA.  Although the docu-
ment is sadly mutilated, it is of the highest importance because of the
colophon which gives the date as well as the name of the scribe, and
because it connects the story with Sippara, as does Berosus (Euseb.
Chron., ed. Schéne, page 20 sqq.), whose account differs in some respects
from that which is embodied in the Epic of Nimrod. The colophon,
according to Scheil, runs thus: “Second Tablet of the history (be-
ginning), Whilst the man slept. Tablet of 439 lines. Mullil-Aya (or Ellit-
Aya), the Scribe. Month of Sebat, day 28, the vear when Ammizaduga the
king built the fortress A mmizaduga’s Placc at the mouth of the Euphrates.”
(With this mode of marking a year by an event ¢f. Amos 1. 1.)

Thus the new text of the Deluge Story is actually dated by its writer
at some point in the century 2250-2150 B.c. The tablet, however, from
which he made his copy must even then have been already old; for it
appears that he could not read it in some places.
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The Babylonian Legend of Gilgamesh-Nimrod.
“ Even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Lord.” —Gen. 10. 8-10.

GILGAMESH or Gishtubarra, the old Sumerian demigod, who was called in
Semitic-Babylonian Ndriidu—a weakened form of Navrtdu = Namrtdu,
i.c. Nimrod—is the prototype of the Greek Heraklés, whose celebrated
Twelve Labours recall the twelve episodes or books of the exploits of Gil-
gamesh-Nimrod, which constitute the old Babylonian Epic of that name.

Three archaic Babylonian Seals are figured :—

In Seal No. 1, Gilgamesh and the Lion, which many consider the
absolute masterpiece of old Chaldean art, the mighty hunter is grappling

with a huge lion, or raising it when vanquished upon his
cf. i’ gii',f:-’,}ss & brawny shoulders; as Heraklés in the Greek myth over-
2.,3:"‘: fg' f?j came the Nemean Lion, or as Samson rent the lion in
twain by the vineyards of Timnath. The tall reeds sug-
gest the Chaldean marshes as the scene of the exploit. The hero is naked,
wearing only a nar-
row girdle or belt
above the middle;
and, like Samson when
he rent the lion, he has
nothing (i.e. no wea-
pon) ¢n his hand. His
strong, sinewy frame
is broadly and power-
SEAL No. 1. fully indicated. Here,
as always, he is seen
full face. His long curling locks and beard remind us again of Samson.
The inscription is apparently ‘KasHA-Na0, priest of DORU (or IsIN)
the scribe, thy servant.” As Gilgamesh is a solar hero, the lion
may represent the Zodiacal constellation of Leo.

Seal No. 2 shows Gilgamesh and his companion Ia-bani in conflict
with a bull and a lion. On the right stands the hero, grasping the lion
by the throat with his right hand, and holding a fore-paw of the beast
with his left. Ia-bani is seizing the bull by horns and tail from behind—
literally taking the bull by the horns—as he is said to have done in the
6th Tablet of the Epic of Nimrod ; while Gilgamesh, whose figure is repeated,
takes the animal by the throat and fore-leg in front. The bull is “‘the Bull
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of Anu,” which that god created to destroy Gilgamesh, at the request of
Ishtar, whose wooing the hero had despised. It is the Zodiacal constel-
lation of Taurus,
in the sun’s an-
nual path through
the heavens.

The inscrip-
tion of the owner’s
name at the ex-
treme right is
effaced; but the
style and execu-
tion prove that
the seal belongs to the same early period as the similar one in the New
York Museum and that of Sargon I., B.c. 3800, in the De Clercq collection.

In the Epic of Nimrod, the ancient city of Erech is the hero’s resi-
dence; and in Gen. 10. 10 Nimrod appears as the founder of Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh.

Seal No. 3, according to the inscription in the right-hand top corner,
belonged to “ Ussi, the brother of the king of Erech, the scribe, thy servant.”
It may be referred to the times of Ur-ba’u and Dun-gi (8B.c. 2700). The
central figure, the only one whose head is covered, who carries a sceptre,
and towards whom the others look, those nearest him having the hands
folded on the breast in the usual attitude of deference, is probably the
king of Erech. He wears the flounced robe of the Babylonian priests and
gods, which, according to Heuzey, was really a fleecy stuff or woollen
tissue, with tufts arranged in rows, called by the Greeks kaunakes (the

poet Menander mentions
a purple robe of this kind;
¢f. Josh. 7. 21). Two of
his attendants wear a dress
of similar material, and
carry wands of office.
Immediately behind him
walks a shaven personage

SEAL No. 2.

in a fringed robe, who may
represent the scribe, the
owner of the seal. An armour-bearer or body-guard, with bow and quiver,
and an arrow in the right hand, leads the way. Under the inscription
two slave-boys are seen, carrying a stool and a bundle of some kind.

SEAL No. 3.
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An Inscribed Limestone Tablet (6 in. by 31 in. by 2 in.)
from Sippara (Abt Habbah).

OBVERSE

REVERSE
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An Inscribed Limestone Tablet (6 in. by 3} in. by 2 in.)
from Sippara (Abli Habbah).

Transcription into neo-Babylonian Characters.
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An Inscribed Limestone Tablet from Sippara
(Abi Habbah).

Transcription in Roman Letters, and Translation.

THis venerable relic of the remote past, found some years
ago on the site of the temple of the Sun-God at Ab# Habbah, the
ancient Sippar (Sippara), in Southern Babylonia (by some wrongly
identified with S8epharvaim), is important as exhibiting the oldest known
forms of the archaic Babylonian writing, from which the cuneiform
characters were in course of time developed. It probably belongs to the
period B.C. 4500- 4000 (cf. page 155). It seems to be part of an old temple-
register, not only giving an account of the flocks and herds and other
property of the sanctuary, but also briefly chronicling events of interest
affecting the sacred lands. Professor Hommel considers the town
A-IDINNA, mentioned in the 13th line, whose Assyrian name would be
Nddu, to be identical with the Nod of Gen. 4. 16. The tablet is now
in Mr. Ball’s collection.

*_* The capital letters mark Sumerian words, the small type Semitic Babylonian words
and terminations, the occurrence of which here and there proves the text to be of
Semitic origin.

CoL. I. CoL. II.

(....)GAL II SHE-GISH SAG
Grand (Account ?) Two (crops ?) of best sesame.
III DIB DIB 20 I TU-PI GUSH-GIN
Three sheep One tu-pi of gold ;
be-li BAL sIB 1 ZA-BAR
To the Lord the shepherds sacri- One of bronze,

ficed ; SHU-ZALLI
XII GUD X LID Burnished.

Twelve bullocks, ten heifers,—



AN INSCRIBED LIMESTONE TABLET.

CoL. I.—cont.

5 SUB NU-NU SIB

I0

I5

The shepherds lived on (their)
flesh.

c (?) BUR NIR .

A hundred (?) bull calves

in u-di-la-tim

In the stalls.

X BUR NIR

Ten bull calves

SHU-BALAG
DA DA GISHGAL (?) MAR

Were sacrificed

on the south and west borders.

XI NIR DINGIR NIN-GAL
Eleven bull (calves) to Ningal.
XI NIR TU-LAL-tim
Eleven bull (calves) for breeding.
XXX BUR NIR
Thirty bull calves
in A-IDINNA-KI
At Nod (?).
X BUR NIR
Ten bull calves
In ASH-NA-AK-KI
At Ashnak.
1 DUR-DUR
One boar.
XX BI-NI DUN
Twenty fat porkers.
X BI-NI DUGGA

Ten fine hogs.

S 79%6.

25

30

35

49

CoL. I1.—cont.

UNU-URU-KI
At Evrech (?)
1 TU-PI GUSH-GIN
One tu-pi of gold ;
LX (?) MA-NA ZA-(BAR)
Sixty (?) manehs of bronze,
ka-me-ir
Dark
KUNIN TA
As pitch.
GISH-GI GAL
The swamp overflowed
be-li cU
The Lord’s domain ;
UR GISH AN
Together trees and corn
i-mu-tum
Died.
E DA DA
With ditches on the borders
NU-SHAR
The gardeners
GISH-SHAR
The garden
DIM-DIM
Enclosed ;
DARRA
Vegetation
UM-ME-SHAR
Flourished.
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On the reverse of the tablet four lines are ruled, but only two filled
up. They are inscribed ;—

SHUNIGIN XXV UNU GUN—A—A
Total : twenty-five dwellings. Gunaa (i.e., prob., the scribe’s name).

The third line exhibits a single arrow, the beginning of a character
left unfinished. The tablet has evidently been broken in half, perhaps
by those who found it. The publication of the part we possess may

lead to the identification
of the other portion, a
result much to be
desired.

The reference to the
temple-garden in Col. II.
28 sqq. might be illus-
trated by many passages
in the Babylonian reli-
gious texts. Thus in

OLD BABYLONIAN CYLINDERSEAL WITH FIGURE OF
THE MOON-GOD. W.A.L, Vol. IV., pl. 25,

(Inscribed : * Ur-Ba'u, the mighty man, king of Ur. Hashamer, he ~Which gives the service
High Priest . . . . thy servant.”) .
appointed for the conse-
cration of an image of the Moon-god, we read what may be rendered
as follows :—

“. . ... Atsunsetin the garden
[Thou shalt pray] to Bel ; his throne thou shalt cover with the cloth thereof ;
The great tablet in the garden thou shalt set up. At sunrise
On the bank of the river, a grassy place, pure water draw ; three knots
For Ia, Shamash, and Merodach thou shalt tie ;
One knot for this god {i.e. the new statue) thou shalt tie ;
Dates, wheaten meal for sprinkling, honey, butter thou shalt place ;
Make splendid, make rich (¢Zéne offcrings)! Three drink-offerings to Bel, Shamash,
and Merodach pour ;
One drink-offering to this god pour ; best wine pour out, and
Set on plenty. The great bason take up, and into the great bason
Cedar, cypress, tamarisk, the herb mask/atal, a palm sapling,
The reed skalalu, honey, butter, oil, choice oil, thou shalt put.”

The temple-lands would be necessary for the production of all these
ritual requisites, as well as for the maintenance of the priests and their
dependents. See my version of the entire text, in the Proccedings of
the Society of Biblical Archaology, February 1892.
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Head of a Mace or Sceptre Inscribed with the
Name of Sargon I.

A NUMBER of objects of this kind, mostly in limestone or marble, exist
in the British Museum and other collections. The writer possesses
two in fine blue chalcedony (see page 217), dedicated respectively to the
gods Merodach and Nebo, and dating from the period of the New Baby-

HEAD OF MACE OR SCEPTRE DEDICATED BY SARGON I,

lonian empire. On sculptures and seals, gods and kings hold sceptres with
similar heads (se¢ pages 53, 160). The example figured here was found in
the lower strata of the excavations of the Temple of Sippara, and bears
an inscription of Sargon I., king of Acead (Gen. 10. 10); whose date is
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fixed by a statement in the inscription of Nabonidus, the last native
king of Babylon, B.c. 555:—‘I dug down to a depth of eighteen cubits,
and the foundation inscription of NARAM-SIN, the son of Sargon, which
for 3,200 years no king my predecessor had seen, the Sun-god, the great

PORTRAIT OF NARAM-SIN.

lord of E-BARRA, the dwelling-place
of his delight, suffered me to be-
hold.” This makes the date of
Naram-Sin about B.c. 3750, and that
of Sargon, who reigned fifty years,
B.C. 3800. The inscription upon the
mace-head reads ‘ SarcoN, king of
the city, king of Acapg (Accad). To
the Sun-god in Sippara I look (for
help)’; ¢f. Pss. 123. 1, 2; 141. 8.
This inscription is written in Semi-
tic Babylonian, and therefore shows
that the characters, the invention
of the Sumerian (Turanian) popula-
tion of Babylonia, had been long in
use, and were borrowed by the
Semites even earlier than B.c. 3800.
The same thing is proved by the
inscribed bricks and door-sockets of

Sargon and his son Naram-Sin, found by the Pennsylvania expedition
in the ruins of E-Kurra, the great temple of Ellil or Bel at Nippur,
now called Nuffar, supposed by some to be the Biblical Calneh.
(Sec Hilprecht : Babylonian Expedition of University of Pennsylvania,

Vol. L.).
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Seal of Ilu-Ishtar (?).

TH1s old Babylonian seal, figured in Plate X. of the Rev. H. G. Tomkins’
learned and luminous work Abraham and his Age,* and described by him
on page xxviii of the same book, was found by Cesnola at Curium in
Cyprus. The inscription may be thus read in Semitic Babylonian :
Abil-Ishtar (?) abil Ilu-bani arad ili Nardm-Sin, which means: ‘“ABIL-
ISHTAR (?) son of ILU-BANI, servant of the god NARAM-SIN.”  Abil-Ishtar,
the owner of the seal, therefore, was
either a servant of the king Naram-
Sin, who is called a “god,” as the
Pharaohs were called by their sub-
jects; or he was the priest of the
cult of Naram-Sin, who, like Gudea
and other Babylonian monarchs, was
deified and served with regular offer-
ings in a special sanctuary after his death. Whether the worship of
the old Babylonian sovereign extended to Cyprus, we cannot say. The
seal of Abil-Ishtar(?) may have found its way into the Temple-treasury of
Curium simply as a rare and precious object. Moreover, it is uncertain
whether the king Naram-Sin, or the god of Accad, who appears to have
borne that designation, is intended by the inscription. M. Thureau
Dangin has lately published the legend stamped on a document addressed
to LuGAL-USHUMGAL, a patesi of Sirgulla, contemporary with Sargon and
Naram-Sin, which reads as follows : “ The god NARAM-SIN, god of AGADE
(Accad). SHARRU-ISHDAGAL the scribe, thy servant ™’ (Révue d’ Assyriologte,
Vol. IV., No. 11., page 76).

As M. Dangin observes, we can hardly ascribe too much importance
to the epoch of Sargon and Naram-Sin. By the substitution of a great
and compact empire for the numerous small rival principalities into
which the country was parcelled out, and by the remarkable impulse
given to all branches of activity, and by the full expansion in all direc-
tions of an art, a culture, a civilisation, the slow development of which
had occupied the previous centuries, nay, millenniums, it marks a culmi-
nating point in the history of the ancient East.

SEAL OF ILU-ISHTAR.

* Vol. VI. of the ** Bible Student's Library.” Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1897.
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Inscribed Statue of Gudea, King of Chaldea.
(Circ. B.C. 3000 or 2800.)

THis long inscription is in a somewhat later form of the archaic linear
Babylonian character. The language is the non-Semitic Sumerian.
The statue and inscription show the skill of the Chaldean sculptor as
early, perhaps, as B.c. 3000. The stone is hard diorite, which the in-
scription tells us was obtained from MAGAN, a country formerly identified
with the penin-
sula of Sinai,
but which is
now more pro-
bably consider-
ed to be N.E.
Arabia, border-
ing on Baby-
lonia and the
Persian Gulf.
The inscrip-
tion records
the building by Gudea of the temple of his god, Ningirsu, or Nin-Sugir,
“the Lord of Sugir "’ ( - Sun-gir — Shinar?).

The statue is one of eight, some standing, others sitting figures, some
under life-size, and others over it, which were found by M. de Sarzec at
Tell-Loh in 1881, and are now in the Louvre. All these statues have
lost their heads; but one of the two heads on page 134 may have
belonged to one of them, as these heads were found among them, in the

RUINS OF THE PALACE OF GUDEA AT TELL-LOH.

central court of the palace. The statue here reproduced is known as
“ Gudea the Architect,” the plan of a building and a graduated rule being
sculptured on the lap.

Though the main topic is the building of ¢ E-Ninn,” the temple of
““ Ningirsu,” the inscription throws some light on Gudea’s relations to
other countries. Thus in col. v. 21 sgq. we read :—

“When he had built the House of NINGIRSU, NINGIRSU his beloved King, spake,

{(and) opened wide his (Gudea’s) way from the Upper Sea {7.c. the Persian Gulft to the
Lower Sca (/.. the Mediterranean).”
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On AMANUM (== Amanus, N. of Lebanon), ‘“the cedar mountain,” he
felled cedars for the building of his temples, and fetched various kinds of
stone from the mountains of MaRrRTU, or Syria and Pheenicia. From
MELUCHCHA, i.c. probably N.W. Arabia as far as the borders of Arabia
Petraea, he brought hardwood trees and gold dust; from GuBIN haluku
trees; and nalua stones from BaksiB (Borsippa), conveying them down
the Euphrates in “ great boats.” (Sce page 116.)

In col. vi. 64 we have the important notice :—

“With the sword the city of ANSHAN in Elam he subdued ; its spoils to NINGIRSU in
E-NINNC he dedicated.”

“ Anshan,” or Anzan was the kingdom of Cyrus, some 2000 years
later.

In col. vii. 10 Gudea records that he brought stone from Macan for
making this statue of himself, to which he gave the honorific name, “ 0
My King Whose House I have built, be Life my Guerdon !” and dedicated
it in “ E-Ninnd,” bidding the statue make constant appeal to his god,
whose statue, no doubt, it faced :—* Speak thou to the image of my King !
All the statues of Gudea have the hands folded on the breast, in the
manner of Oriental servants awaiting orders—a token of the king’s
continual worship and service. (So David would fold his hands when
he ‘“ went in and sat before the Lord,” 2 Sam. 7. 18.)

STATUE OF GUDEA, KING OF CHALDEA.
(Circ. R.c. 3000 or 2800.)
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The Old Sumerian Inscription known as
Gudea B.

I HAVE translated this inscription from the text as published in De
Sarzec's Découvertes en Chaldée. The version of Amiaud, there given,
is the only one I have seen. Gudea’s date is fixed by an inscription
which mentions his son UR-NINGIRSU as contemporary with DuN-GI,
king of Ur (see Winckler, Untersuchungen, 157.9).

Col. I.

Col. 11.

Col. 111.

Col. 1V,

In the House of NINGIRSU his King, the image of GUDEA the Patesi of

SIRGULLA (Zerghul), who built the temple E-NINNC. One cab of strong

drink, one caé of victual, half a caé of fine millet (?), half

2 Kings 6. 28, cab. a cab of ground corn (?), as a continual offering * he ap-

pointed. If a Palesi revoke it, transgress NINGIRSU’S

command,—may his own continual offering in the House of NINGIRSU be
revoked, his own behests be thwarted !

To NINGIRSU, the mighty Hero of ELLIL (=Bel), GUDEA the Giver of Orna-

ments (?), the Patesi of Sirgulla, the Shepherd named by

Isa. #4.28; the heart’s choice of NINGIRSU, faithfully regarded by

Ezek.34.23.  Nini (the Goddess of Nineveh), might-endowed by NIN-

Cf Tsa. 11.1,2. PARA gifted with eloquence by tl}e g(_)ddes§ BAI'EI, the child
born of the goddess GATUMDUG, with kingship’s high sceptre
endowed by the god GAL-ELIM,
of the living, far and wide, Destroyer through DUNSHAGGA ; whose supremacy
is the creation of NINGISHZIDDA his god.

When NINGIRSU had looked upon His city with faithful eye, when He had
named GUDEA for faithful Shepherd of the land, when amid the magnates (?)
He had established his power, then he purified [and] inspected the city, he

made a ring-wall (?), the banks (?) of the canal he examined.

2 Kings 28.7. The sodomites, [Col. 1V.] the catamites, the . . . ., he

banished from the city. He who did not behave properly
with women (?), powerful officers threw him into the canal,

The House of NINGIRSU, the Mansion (?) of Heaven and Earth, in a pure
place he built: a grave (?) he violated not, a coffin (?) he violated not; a
mother (deceased) her child did not disturb. The Gatewardens (Prefects), the
Mayors (chazans, city-governors), the Scribes, the sergeants, the overseers (?)
of this work, wore garments of goats’ hair (?). The Scribes strengthened their
hands.

* i.. to his own statue. The cultus of GUDEA was maintained after his death (see Scheil
Recueil de Travaux, vol. xviii., pp. 64 sqg.). le was actually called *‘ the god Gudea,” like the
Egyptian kings and the Roman emperors.

t Gupea may mean speaker, orator (GUDE=S$us#, to speak).



Col. V.

Col. VI

S 7986.
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In the city a coffin was not made, a body was not laid in earth ; the wizard
priest (0/- sor-
cerer) per-
formed no
rite (?), pour-
ed forth no
lamentation ;
the mother,
the family
uttered no
lamentation.
In the do-
minion of
SIRGULLA a
man, having

ARCHAIC BABYLONIAN SEAL,
ll;(e'}:vresentim; the worship of the Corn-god (Ningirsu?). The sccond figure
€10

. re the seated god carries a_wooden plough; the third is presenting
a suilt, to threz ears of corn, perha[l)s as first-fruits; and ears of corn decorate his
dress. The first figure also seems to have just placed some ears in the

the Place of god's right hand.

swearing
brought no man : an architect (/. draughtsman) did not plan (o7 build) any
man’s house.

For NINGIRsU, his King, he prepared splendid adornments. In E-NINNG

(the chapel called) “ May Rimmon lighten the Darkness!” he
Ps. 18. 28. rebuilt, and restored its dwellingplace. Within it his own
chosen sepulchre of fragrant cedar he built him.

When he had built the House of NINGIRSU, NINGIRSU his beloved King
commanded, (and) from the Upper Sca unto the Lower Sea his way He opened.
From Aminum, the mountain of cedars, [trunks of ce|dar, whose [length was
70] cubits, [and trunks| of cedar, whose [length] was 50 cubits, [and trunks] of
box (?), whose length was 25 cubits, for beams he felled, (and) to this land (or
from that mountain) he conveyed. Many dykes, as a defence against floods,
before it he made. Many (sacrificial) knives (? or swords) of flashing bronze,
7,000, he made. Of flashing bronze the waterpipes on its sides and front he
made. Of flashing bronze the waterpipes of its cisterns (?) he made. Of those
cedars (some) into great doors he wrought; with splendid decoration he made
them (Z.e. the doors) surpassing, (and) in E-NINN® he set them up : (others of
them) in E-MAG-KIA-S1G-DE-DA® he fashioned into beams. From the city of
URSU (Tassu ?), from Mt. IBLA, ZABANUM-trees, huge SHADUR-trees, TUDIBBUM-
trees, (and) GIN-trees, for beams (?) he felled ; [Col. VI.] in E-NINNG into beams
he fashioned them. SHAMANUM from the mountains of MENUA, MUSALLA from
the mountains of the West Country, (and) NAGAL-stone he fetched ; into in-
scribed slabs he made them, (and) on the side-walls (?) of E-NINN® he set them
up. From Tipaxuvy (=Dedan) in the mountains of the West Country, SHIRGAL-
GapBlA-stone he brought ; into URPADDA (doorposts ?) he wrought them ; for
the door-bars in the House he set them up (7). At KAGAL-aAD-KI, in the Copper
Mountains, he dug out copper; into weapons (?spears) unsparing he wrought
it. From the land of MELUCHCHA, he fetched w#sizi-wood ; [into . . . .. ] he
made it. Much (?) Julalu-stone he fetched ; into weapons (? spears) for the
mighty he wrought it. Gold dust from the mountains of GAGUM T he fetched ;
into weapons (? spears) for the mighty he made it. Gold dust from the land of
MELUCHCHA he fetched ; for the E-MarTU (Howuse of the Storm-god) he

* ¢ The lofty House, the place into which the Sick were carried (for healing).
¢ i.c. Khakh, S.E. of Mcdina (Hommel).
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wrought it. LiD-RI he fetched. From GUBIN, the land of the GALUB-tree,
he fetched GALUB-wood ; into bolts (?) he fashioned it. From MADGA-land,
from the mountains of the river GALRUDA, mineral pitch he fetched ; the plat-
form of E-NINNU he built therewith. IM-GA-UM he fetched. From the moun-
tains of BARSIB with NALUA-stone great barges he filled ; the base of E-NINNU
he surrounded therewith. With arms he crushed the city of ANSHAN in ELAM ;
the spoils of it for NINGIRSU in E-NINNO he laid up.

GUDEA, the Patesi of SIRGULLA, when he had built E-NINNO for NINGIRSU
(and ?) adorned it with decorations; when a House of Imagery (o7 carven
work), such as no Pontifi-king had ever built for Ningirsu, he had built ; (his)
name he inscribed ; an ornament (v7z., kés own statue) he prepared (cf. Col.
v. 14); the commands of NINGIRSU he
faithfully performed. From the land of
MAGAN hard stone (=diorite) he fetched ;
into his own likeness (i.c. the statue) he
formed it; LU.GAL-MU.EA.NI MU.NA.RU
NAM.TI NLBA.MU (My king, Whose House I
have built, let Life be my Reward!) for a
name he called it ; in E-NINNG he placed
it GUDEA to the statue gave command :

“To the statue of my King say thou it !”
(Z.e. the prayer expressed in thy name).

After 1 had built E-NINNG, His beloved
House, I enfranchised debtors (/if. loosed
interest), 1 washed hands (i.e. cleared all
liabilities). During seven days corn (food)
was not restricted (?) ;
the bondmaid was
made equal with her
mistress, with the bondman his lord was
put on a par; in my city with the powerful
his inferior, at his side, reclined. The bad
man from this House I repelled. To the
behests of NiNi and NINGIRSU | was heed-
ful. No oppression (?) did the rich man
commit ; violence (?) the mighty man did
not commit, The house which had no son,
its daughter presented its offering ; in the
mouth of (o before) His Image she placed it.

Col. VIL

Cf. 1 Kings 8. 6.

HARPER AND MUSICIANS.

For the statue (ie. of Gudea) neither
silver nor lapis lazuli let there be ! neither
copper nor tin, nor bronze, as covering (o7
ornament), shall any man bestow (o7 lay
on) ! be it hard stone (only)! let a place
of drinkoffering be appointed ! the work (?)
of the pious let no man destroy! The
statue before Thee, O NINGIRSU, the statue

Fragment of a bas-relief, from the
ruins of the palace of Gudea, an early
Babylonian king (circ. B.c. 3000 or
2800), at Tell-Loh, the ancicnt Lagash.
In the upper compartment the first
figure carries a sort of cymbal, and a
hammer-like object for striking it(?);
the second holds what is, perhaps, a
pipe or flute. Below, a seated figure
plays a harp, the foou of which is
adorned with the image of a bull. The
other figures stand in reverential auti-
tudes (before a king or god).

Col. VIII. of GUDEA, [Col. VIIL.] the Patesi of Sirgulla,
who built NINGIRSU’S E-NINNG,—the man that shall take it out of E-NINNG,
that shall erase his (G'#dea’s) inscribed name (o7 name-inscription, MU.SAR),—the
man that shall carry it off (as spoil),—the man who, on the New Year’s Festival,
instead of my God his own God (NINGIRSU is my King ;) among the people shall
honour with libations,—my decrees shall put down, my gifts shall reverse,—n
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the chanting of my stated prayers my name shall take out, his own name shall
put in,—the side-walls (o platform ? cf. vi. 11) of NINGIRSU, my King, of their
casing shall strip (?), before Him shall not sing (?) ;—(In the days to come,* of
the exalted Seed a Patesi of Sirgulla E-NINNO for NINGIRSU my King shall
rebuild, who shall prepare splendid decorations. His commands let no man
alter, nor put down his decrees !|)—Of GUDEA, the Patesi of SIRGULLA, whoso
his command[s] shall alter, his decrees put down (or annul), may AN, ELLIL,
NIN-GARSAG, EN-KI the Righteous, ENZU (=SIN) whose Name man uttereth
not,t NINGIRSU King of Arms, NiNi the Lady of Oracles (?), NINDARA the
Warrior King, the Mother of SIRGULLA the glorious GATUMDUG, BAG the Lady
eldest-born of AN (=ZHeaven), ISHTAR the Lady of Battle, the SUN-GOD the
King of Lightgiving, ISHUM the Overseer of the World, GAL-ELIM, DUNSHAG-
GANA, NIN-MAR-KI (i.e. Lady of the West-land), [Col. 1X.] eldest-born of NiNA,
Duzi-aBzu Lady of KI-NU-NIR-KI (.. Borsippa), (and) my God NIN-GISH-ZIDDA
alter (i.e. mar) his lot ! like an ox in broad day may he be slaughtered, like a
wild bull in full strength (or fast bound) may be be slain ! his throne may the
men he has carried captive lay in the dust ! his children, his
Ps. 109. 9-18. name to blot out let them set their mind ! his name, in
the House of his God, from the tablets may they take out !
may his God regard not the people’s crying ! with the rain of heaven may He
smite (it) ! with the waters of earth may He smite (it) ! nameless may he go
forth (i.e. die) ! let his noble (?) offspring become base ! That man, like one
who hath done evil unto a righteous man, far away at Heaven’s foundation { in
the marshes (?) may he abide! . . . . . . . . . Of the Deliverer of
the Gods, the Lord NINGIRSU, His Majesty let the world declare !

BRONZE FIGURES, B.c. 2800.

* Reading the character kak for Nx1. See Briinnow, 7939.
t As the Jews came to avoid uttering the awful name of JEHovaAH (or Jakwak).
+ Taking UR (beam) as phonetic for tr ( foundation).
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Bronze Statuette of a God or Pontiff-king.

THis curious figure, 8} inches high, found in a cavity of solid brickwork,
bears an inscription of Gudea. It was cast in a mould,

Gen. 4.22.  thus showing that the art of casting bronze was known

even at so remote a date; and it also bears traces of
being chased and inlaid with gold in a primitive style of Damascene
work. In the earliest Babylonian hymns, a man purified from sin is
often compared to glowing molten bronze;
a fact which indicates a very early know-
ledge of the working of metals. (The
tiara with horns, conventionally indicated
in profile, is characteristic of gods and
genii or divine beings in the Assyrian
sculptures.) It is generally held that the
cone served for fixing such figures in
cement. M. de Sarzec found several
others; among them a statuette of a
woman standing on a cone, and a bull
lying on one, each concealed in a similar
cavity (see illustration, page 59).

Gudea got his copper from Ka(N).GAL-
AD.KI in the Copper Mountains (or
Mountains of Ki.MAsH). The Sumerian
KAN.GAL-AD.KI, ‘ Father’s Gate Coun-
BRONZE FIGURE OF A GOD try,” in Semitic Babylonian A bul-abishu,

OR PONTIFF-KING. ““Gate of his father,” is a name which,

according to Hommel, refers to the

passage of Gilgamesh-Nimrod through the ““gate” or pass of the moun-

tains of Mash (the high plateau of Central Arabia), which was guarded

by the mythical Scorpion-men, when he went to seek his forefather
Nah-napishtim (see page 31).
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Fragments of Assyrian Clay Tablets, inscribed with
early Hieroglyphic Forms of Cuneiform Characters.

THESE three fragments, the smallest of which came from Kuyunjik or
Nineveh, and the two larger ones from Nimrid or Calah, exhibit certain
cuneiform characters side by side with the antique hieroglyphic figures or

TABLETS WITH EARLY HIEROGLYPHIC FORMS
OF CUNEIFORM CHARACTERS.

rude outlines of objects, from which they were slowly developed in the
course of time and use. It is a curious fact that the primitive picture-
characters of Babylonia had already lost their original shapes long before
the time of Sargon I. (3800 B.C.); whereas the Egyptian hieroglyphs
survived unaltered throughout the whole course of Egyptian history.
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Ur of the Chaldees, and Inscribed Bricks
from its Site.

Ruins of the Great Temple of the Moon-god.—The explorations of
Mr. Loftus have proved that the site of the city of Abram, Ur of the
Chaldees, is represented by the mounds of Mugheir, or rather Mugayyar,

situated on the west bank of the FEuphrates, about
g:.l; 1214- 2:_; 150 miles below the site of Babylon. The city of Ur,
Gen.10.19.  called by the primitive Sumerian population of Babylonia

Uru-unu-ki, *“ Brother's or Protector's (i.c. the Moon-god’s)

dwelling-place,” was one of the oldest city-kingdoms in Babylonia; and
its situation on the western side of the Euphrates, bordering on the

Ruins of the great Temple of the Moon-god.

desert, made it one of the first towns
in which the Semitic people, the an-
- cestors of the Hebrews, would settle.
It was probably occupied at a very
early period, certainly before B.c. 3800
by the Semites. The principal temple
here was dedicated to the Moon-god,
called En-zu and Nanna by the Acca-
dians, 8in (cf. Sinai and Wilderness
of Sin), or Nannaru, the ¢ bright one,”
by the Semites. In Josh. 24. 2 it is

UR OF THE CHALDEES.

expressly stated that when the family of Terah dwelt on the other side
of the Euphrates they scrved other gods than Jehovah.

The following lines from a bilingual hymn to Nanna-Nannaru,

“Lord of Ur,” may suggest how closely akin might be the ideas and
language of Babylonian and Hebrew devotion :—

“ Father, merciful, relenting, whose hand holdeth the life of all the world,

Lord, thy godhead, like the far hcavens, filleth the broad sea with awe.

Creating the world, fast-founding the temples, proclaiming their names,

Father, begetter of gods and man, causing the sanctuary to be founded, ordaining
the freewill offerings !

In heaven, who is supreme ? Thou alone art supreme !

On carth, who is supreme 7  Thou alone art supreme !

As for thee, when thy word is spoken in heaven, the seven spirits bow their faces ;

When thy word is spoken on earth, the spirits below kiss the ground.

When thy word above sighcth like the wind, it causcth food and drink to sprout
forth abundantly ;

When thy word worketh on earth, vegetation springeth !”
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In the Elamite invasion of Chaldea in B.c. 2280 the city of Up, like
most of the cities of Chaldea, fell into the hands of the enemy, and the
new rule may have proved particularly oppressive to the Semitic popula-
tion, among whom we may number the family of Terah. No doubt at
that time large numbers of Semites left the country, and, among others,
the family of Terah, who removed to Haran. The inscriptions show
that the city of Kharran, the modern Haran, was
affiliated with the city of Ur, and had a temple of great
antiquity dedicated to the Moon-god. This temple was
restored by Assur-nasir-pal (B.c. 885), by Shalmaneser (B.c. 858), by
Assur-bani-pal (B.c. 668), who was crowned there, and by Nabonidus
(B.C. 555). It is also worth notice in this connection that the Assyrians
had a god Laban; a name which recalls that of Laban, Jacob’s uncle,
who lived at Haran (Gen. 29. 4, 5). Possibly Laban, “ the white,” was
a title of the Moon-god of Haran, as one of the Hebrew terms for moon
is lebana (fem. of laban, white). Laban, we know, was an idolater (Gen.
3I. 19, 30).

Inscriptions of two Kings of Ur of the Chaldees (circ. B.C. 2800).—
These inscriptions are in archaic Babylonian characters. The language
is Sumerian. UR-BA’U reigned circ. 2800 B.c.; DUN-GI was his son and
successor.

1| ==
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BRICK STAMP No. 1. BRICK STAMP No. 2.

Gen. 11. 31;
& 12. 4.

(1.) Brick-stamp of Ur-Ba’u. It reads: * URr-Ba’u, king of URrv,
who the house of SIN (i.e. the Moon-god) did build.”

(2.) Brick-stamp of Dun-gi. It reads: ‘“ DUN-GI, the mighty man, king
of Uru, king of SHUMIR and Accap (i.e. all Babylonia, both south and
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north alike), E-HaRrsac (i.e. the House of the Mountain), the house

that he loveth, did build.”
Mountain " was the temple-tower of Ur.

B mp> 53—~ translated thus :—

The “House of the

The following inscriptions afford additional illus-
tration of the power and activity of Dun-gi :—

An inscription on a black stone in the British
Museum (1 R. 2. No. II. 2) may be transcribed and

S DINGIR-RI NIN E.AN.NA NIN.A.NI DUN.GI GISH LIG.
GA LUGAL URU. UNU.KI.MA LUGAL KI.EN.GI KI. BURBUR. GE
'“SLS:JP;“COIN OF E.AN.NA KI.BI MU.NA.GI BADA.GAL.BI MU.NA.RU
N,

“For the goddess (Ishtar), the Lady of E-ANNA, his Lady, DUN-GI, the mighty man,
king of Uruy, king of Shumir and Accad, restored E-Anna to its (former) state, and built (o7

rebuilt) its great wall.”

E-ANNA, “The House of Heaven,” was the temple of Ishtar at

Erech.

On another black stone, found at Tell
Eed, near Warka (Erech), we read :—

DINGIR NIN.MAR.KI NIN.A.NI DINGIR.DUN.
Gl GISH LIG.GA ¢lfc. ¢lc. F.MUG.GIL.SA GIR.SU.
KI.KA.NI MU.NA.RU

“For the Lord of the West Country (SyrZa), his
Lord, the god DUN-GI, the mighty man, e/c. ¢/c. (as in
the last inscription) built (or rebuilt) his House MUG.
GIL . SA In GIR . SU (2.”

STEP TOWER FROM A BABYLONIAN
BOUNDARY STONE *

* A restoration of the three step towers of Babylon will be found facing page 220.
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Portrait of Hammurabi, or Amraphel,
King of Shinar.

THis tablet from the temple of the Sun-god at Sippara (pages 48, 155,
205, 208), now Abii Habbah, is of much interest, as bearing the portrait
and inscription of a king who may have been contemporary with Abram.
Hammurabi was one of the greatest monarchs of early

Gen. 14. 1. Babylonian history, being perhaps the first of them who
succeeded in uniting all the independent city-kingdoms

and establishing a Babylonian empire. During his reign of fifty-five
years, and that of his son, the empire of Chaldea included the whole of

PORTRAIT OF HAMMURABI.

8yria; and the use of cuneiform writing became established there (cp. the
Tell el-Amarna letters, e.g. page 86). At this time also many important
literary works, such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, or Nimrod (page 44),
were either composed or translated from the Sumerian into Assyrian.

During the same period Babylonian commerce reached a high stage
of development, as many documents extant in the British Museum
demonstrate.

S 7986.
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Inscribed Cylinder of Arioch (?), King of Ellasar.

THis cylinder from Babylonia contains a most important inscription of
Babylonian and Elamite kings. It is a votive memorial of ERI-ENZU, or
Eri-aku, king of Larsa (Ellasar), for himself and his father, Kudur-
Mabug, king of Ur, and of Shumir (8hinar) and Kcoad. (The rcading of
the name is uncertain. It means *‘ Servant of the Moon-god”; in
Semitic, Arad-Sin. Both ENzZU and AKU were titles of Sin: but it is at
present only a conjecture that the name here written in Sumerian
ideograms, URU (?)-DINGIR-EN-zU, was pronounced Eri-dku.)

In the year B.C. 2280 the land of Chaldea was invaded by the Elamite
king, Kudur-Nankhundi, “Servant of the god Nankhundi,” and most of
the principal cities were taken and sacked. For a period of about eighty
years the Elamites were rulers in Babylonia ; and the old capital, Erech,
being destroyed, the Elamite viceroy, who was usually a member of the
reigning family, had his seat of government at Larsa. At some time during
this Elamite rule the invaders pushed on and conquered 8yria and Palestine,
the sovereignty of which, according to Gen. 14. 4, they retained for a
period of thirteen years. On bricks found at Ur, Kudur-Mabug styles

himself ¢ Father of the West Country,” i.c. Syria. Some
Gen. 13. 1-16. account of this rule, the revolt, and the expedition to
reconquer Southern Palestine are found in the same
chapter of Genesis, which may in part be based on Babylonian docu-
ments. The names of the allies in Scripture and the monuments
correspond as follows :—
SCRIPTURE. MONUMENTS.
— {Hammumbi (or Hammu-rapalte), king

of Shumir, S. Babylonia.
Arioch, king of Ellasar . = Eri-Aku(?), king of Larsa.
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam . . . = {Kt]l{(!ur-Lagz‘lmar, or Kudur-Laghamal,*
ing of Elam.
Tidal (LXX., Targal), king of Goyim} _ {Tudghulﬁ,* king of the Guti (moun-
(A.V. nations) . Coe taineers of Kurdistan).

Amraphel, king of Shinar .

The overthrow of this foreign dominion took place about B.c. 2200,
on the accession of Hammurabi to the throne, shortly, no doubt, after the
defeat in Syria; and it is recorded upon a contract tablet that—

“then Hammurabi the king prosperously marched, and Eri-aku and the king of Elam he
defeated ” {Boscawen).

* See page 70. The name of Kudur-Lagamar has not yet been fcund ; but it is composed
of the Elamite elements Kudur, ** servant,” and Lagamar(u), the name of a deity whose image
was carried off by Assur-bani-pal at the sack of Susa. Moreover, it is like the Elamite royal
names, Kudur-Mabug and Kudur-Nankhundi.
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Upon these data we arrive at a very near approximation to the
date of the migration of Abram, which may have taken
Gen. 12. 1-5. place between B.c. 2280 and B.c. 2255. There are
a number of other inscriptions of Hammurabi in the
British and other Museums.

According to a statement of NABONIDUS, HAMMURABI reigned seven
hundred years before BUrRNA-BURIASH (see page 211) : thus, circ. B.c. 2200,
or, as others think, circ. z000. He was the sixth king of the first Baby-
lonian dynasty, which Professor Hommel has quite lately proved to have
been of Arab origin. The names of these kings are as follows :—Shumu-
abi (Shem is my Father), Sumu-la-ilu (¢f. Lael, Num. 3. 24), Zabium
(warrior), Abil-Sin (son of Sin), Sin-muballit (Sin quickeneth), Hammurabi
(‘Ammm is great), Samsu-iluna (the Sun is our god), Abishi’a or Ibishu

INSCRIBED CYLINDER OF ERI-AKU (?), OR ARIOCH, KING OF ELLASAR
(Gen. 14. 1).

(Arab. Abi-yatht‘a), Ammi-satana, Ammi-zaduga (‘Amm is righteous), and
Samsu-satana. After the reduction of the Elamite power established at
Larsam, Hammurabi and his successors ruled over the whole of Baby-
lonia until his dynasty was again dispussessed by the Elamites (Kassites).
A letter of Hammurabi to his vassal Sin-idinna, king of Larsam, published
by Scheil in the Révue Biblique, 1896, page 601, was supposed by that
scholar to prove that Chedorlaomer was no mythical personage, but a real
king of Elam contemporary with the writer. The text as transcribed by
Scheil may be thus translated :—

“Unto Sin-idinna say thus: I Hammurabi restore thee the goddesses of Emutbal
(f.e. W. Elam, thy conquest in the day of Chedorlaomer (written Ku-dur-la-akh-ga-mar).
When the god thy maker {or father) is angry, with the men (s.e. warriors) of thy hand
overthrow men, but let goddesses abide undisturbed in their dwelling ! ”
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From this it would seem that after the battle which decided the fate of
the Elamites, and which is expressively called ‘‘ the Day of Chedorlaomer,”
just as Isaiah (9. 4) alludes to Gideon’s famous rout of the Midianites
(Judg. 7) as ‘““the Day of Midian,” Sin-idinna had sent the Elamite
goddesses, taken from the enemy by himself, as a present or trophy to his
overlord. Hammurabi returns them, with the pious injunction that in
future wars his vassal should be content with the overthrow of human

INSCRIPTION OF ARIOCH (?), KING OF ELLASAR.

enemies, and leave gods unmolested. Mr. L. W. King, of the British
Museum, however, has just published a text from a photograph of the
original, which shows that Scheil’s copy is very incorrect, and especially
that the name of Chedorlaomer is a misreading of Inukhsamar. Mr. King’s
version is as follows :—

“From Hammurabi to Sin-idinna. The goddesses of Elam which are assigned to
thee, the troops under the command of Inukhsamar will bring to thee in safety. When
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they reach thee, with the troops that are in thy hand destroy the people, and the goddesses
to their dwelling let them bring in safety.”

Hammurabi orders the restoration of the captive deities, probably on
account of some misfortune, which his priest-prophets explained as due
to their anger. (See Letters and Inscriptions of Hammurabi, by L. W. King,
page xxxvi. Luzac, 1898.)

Sumerian and Semitic-Babylonian Inscription.

THis inscription is written in two languages—Sumerian, the Turanian
dialect of the old Babylonian people, and Semitic Babylonian, a language
akin to Hebrew. It contains the names and titles of Hammurabi, king
of Babylonia B.c. 2200, and shows the existence at that time of a bilingual
population. In connexion with the story of the Confusion of Tongues
(Gen. 11), we may remember that the plain of 8hinar or South Babylonia

BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION.

has always been a land of mixed peoples and languages. In the very
earliest days we find two Turanian sister dialects, the Accadian and
Sumerian ; then Semitic Babylonian, with Elamite, Kassite, and Assyrian.
Later comes Hebrew; and after the Captivity, Median, Persian, Greek,
and other tongues, until almost every language of antiquity is represented
in the city of Babylon.
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Obverse of an Unbaked Clay Fragment in the
British Museum.

THE text of this document, which is one of several related fragments, is
obscure, and the tablet itself appears to be comparatively late (4th cent.
B.C. ?); but it derives considerable interest from the fact that it contains
the names of Ku.ku.ku.MAL,* or Ku.puRr.KU.MAL, which Mr. Pinches

OBVERSE OF AN UNBAKED CLAY FRAGMENT.

reads Kudur-laghamal, Er1.LE.A.KU or ERLE.KU.A, and TU.UD.GHU.LA.A,
which more or less resemble the Chedorlaomer, Arioch, and Tidal (Heb.
Tidghal) of Gen. 14. The reading of the first name, however, is highly
precarious, although it is probable that the first half of it was Kudur ;
and, in any case, it is certain from the fragmentary context that the
persons intended by these names are not those mentioned in Gen. 14.

* Ku.KkU.KU.KU.MAL is perhaps only a scribe's error.
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Inscription of Ku-du-ur-Ma-bu-ug (Kudur-Mabug), on
Bricks from the Foundations of the Buildings on
the South of the Great Mound of Muqayyar.

“For SIN his King KUDUR-MABUG, Father of
the West Land, son of SIMTI-SHILHAK, in the day
when SIN anticipated his prayer, the garden great
and splendid of SIN, for his own life and the life
of ERI-AKU his son, for the men of LARSA he made
it.” (See 1 R. 2, No. I1I.)

Here the Elamite sovereign of Ur calls
himself “ Father,” 7.c. protector or suzerain
of Syria (see page 64). He worships the
Semitic deity Sin, the moon-god of Ur,
calling Him his “King”—a frequent title
of JEHovaH in the Old Testament, espe-
cially in the Psalms. He records the
making of the temple-garden (¢f. page 49)
as a thank-offering to the god.

-

INSCRIPTION OF KUDUR-
MABUG.

Inscription of Ha-am-mu-ra-bi (Hammurabi), on a Slab
of Limestone in the British Museum.

“For the goddess (Ishtar) of ZARI-UNUKI, his majestic Lady, the m7/-/al of Heaven and
Earth, his Lady, HAMMURARI, the called of ANU and BEL, his . . . ., the favourite of
SHAMASH, the Shepherd that delighteth the heart of MERODACH, the Pastor dear to the heart
of ISHTAR, the mighty king, the king of Babylon (KA-DINGIRRA-KT), the king of SHUMIR and
Accab, the king of the Four Quarters of Heaven, the king who the sanctuaries of the great
Gods new-made ; in the day when ISHTAR, who maketh his tokens good, delivered SHUMIR
and ACCAD unto his sovercignty, (when) prostrate into his hands she delivered them ; for
ISHTAR his Beloved (in) ZARI-UNTUKI, the city of her Ladyship, E-Z1-kaLaMa (The House of
the Life of the Land) her beloved House he built.”  (For original old cunciform text, see
1 R. 4. No. XV. 1)
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Tablet of Assur-Nasir-Pal 1., King of Assyria.

THis fine text preserves a prayer of a king who reigned five or six
centuries before the times of Moses and the Exodus. The old Assyrian

monarch calls upon—

*“The Lady of Nineveh,
The loftiest of the gods,
The daughter of the Moon,
The sister of the Sun,

The Queen of Heaven and
Earth,”

Ishtar, to deliver her

devoted servant from

deadly sickness. The
piece may be called

a Psalm of Supplica-

tion, and its language

often recalls the fami-
liar phraseology of the

Hebrew Psalter. [See

Briinnow, Zeitschrift fiir

Assyriologie, Vol. V.,

69.’

Assur-nasir-pal 1.
was the son and suc-
cessor of Samsi-Ram-
manu 1., who reigned
about B.c. 1820, and
built a temple of Anu
and Rimmon in his
capital city Assur; but
little more is known
about either of these
ancient kings.
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ASIATICS IN EGYPT.

A Family of the Aamu of N. Arabia going down into
Egypt, depicted in the Tombs at Beni-Hassan in
Upper Egypt, about midway between Memphis
and Thebes.

(12th Dynasty, circ. B.c. 2678.)

IN the tomb of Khnum-hotep, the governor of the city of Menét-Khufu in
the reign of Usertesen II., is represented in the paintings on the wall the
visit of thirty-seven of the people of the AAMU—men, women, and chil-
dren,—who bring a gift of MEST’EMIT, ‘“‘kohl” or *‘eye-paint,” * to KHNUM-

ENTRANCE TO THE TOMBS AT BENI-HASSAN.

HoTEP. The chief of the party is the HAK (chief or sheikh) of the land
ABEsH4A, who offers to the king a fine wild goat; a kilted attendant
follows, leading an antelope. The people all wear gaily coloured dresses,
while one of the party makes music upon an antiquelyre. Their property

* Eve-paint—of antimony, a black paint applied to the eyelids to widen them (¢f. marg. of
2 Kings 9. 3o and Jer. 4. 30) and give an amorous, languishing expression.
S 7986, K
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is tied on the backs of asses, and the whole scene bears a close resem-
blance to the visit of the sons of Jacob to Egypt with
their gift of a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and
myrrh to the man the lord of the country.

Gen. 43. 11.

Aamu seems to have been a general name given to Asiatics, wander-
ing Arabs, and others living to the north of Sinai, in the Negeb or
“South ” of Palestine ; the type of face is a distinctly Semitic one. The
coming of the Aamu was the beginning of a much larger influx of
Asiatics, which a few years later led to the conquest of Lower Egypt by
the Hyksos (Hak-Shasu = Arabs, se¢ page 139) or Shepherd kings. This
scene shows distinctly the honourable receptions accorded to these eastern
clans, even in the period of the great 1zth dynasty. It also shows the
high civilization which prevailed at that early period in the countries
lying between Babylonia and Egypt. The rich clothing, the weapons
(bow, boomerang, spear), the man playing the lyre, the women wear-
ing socks as well as sandals, indicate a culture not inferior to that
of Egypt.

A FAMILY OF THE AAMU OF N. ARABIA GOING DOWN INTO EGYPT.

[From a wall-painting in onc of the tombs at Beni-Hassan (page 731
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The first of two barefooted scribes who introduce the party holds out
a tablet inscribed :—

“Year six, under the majesty of Horus, the guide of the Two Countries, the king of
Upper and Lower Egypt, Cha-cheper-Ra : number of the Aamu, brought by the son of the
prince Khnum-hotep, on account of the mesf'emst, belonging to the land of Shu: number
thirty-seven.”

Below this his name is written in larger characters :—

“The royal scribe Nefer-hotep.”

In front of the other scribe is written :

“The inspector of the huntsmen, Chati.”

‘“ Singularly enough,” writes Mr. Tomkins, in describing the glorious
times of the 12th dynasty, ‘“ the memorials of this period no longer exist
above ground like the pyramids of the earlier age . . . . . but in
the unrivalled subterranean chambers and galleries of Beni-Hassan,
covered with the beautiful pictures of agricultural and domestic life; of
field-sports, fishing, and marsh-fowling; of festivals, games, processions,
and the endless humours and conceits of daily doings, which afford us
almost a cyclopadia of Egyptian manners " (Age of Abraham, page 135).

IMPRESSION OF COPPER CYLINDER-SEAL,

Inscribed with the throne-name (Meri-Ra) and titles of Pepi 1.
He was “one of the most active and vigorous of all the early
monarchs " (Petrie), and has left more monuments than any
other prior to the 12th Dynasty. He was the third king of
the 6th Dynasty, and reigned about B.C. 3467-3447. .
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Funerary Stele of Aunef.

(13th Dynasty.)

MoNUMENTS of the obscure period of the 13th dynasty are not common.
This one—the funerary tablet of a noble named AuUNEF, who enjoyed
the rank of a ‘“king’s son ”—was found by Mr. Percy Newberry, and is

now in my own collection.

From the Turin papyrus and other sources, Petrie gives a list of
55 kings of this dynasty, which was in power from circ. B.c. 2565 to 2112.

SEBEK, THE CROCODILE-HEADED GOD.

The name Sebek-hotep occurs
five or six times among the
first thirty -seven, and an
existing statue of Nefer-
hotep, the twenty-first king
of Petrie’s list, is inscribed,
““ Beloved of Sebek in Shed ”
(Crocodilopolis).  Probably,
therefore, the dynastic capi-
tal was in the Fayim, where
the crocodile was sacred, and
Sebek the crocodile-headed
god was adored. The fine
statues and other monuments

- of these kings, ¢.g. the brick

pyramid of Ri-fu-ab at Dah-

shiir, the large syenite figures

of Mermeshau at San (Zoan-Tanis), and the grey granite colossi of Sebek-
hotep (the twenty-third king) on the isle of Argo above the third
cataract, prove that theirs was a time of average peace and prosperity ;
while the distribution of these remains about the country indicates
that both Upper and Lower Egypt were subject to their undiminished

sway.



FUNERARY STELE OF AUNEF (13tH DYNASTY).
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The Hyksos or Shepherd (¢f. Gen. 46. 34) Kings.

MoONUMENTAL evidence and tradition appear to justify the opinion that
Abraham and Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt (under stress of
famine) during the period when Lower Egypt was in
the hands of the foreign invaders from Asia, who entered
the country shortly after the fall of the 1zth (or 13th)
dynasty, that is, about B.C. 2200. Such an invasion would not be the
‘coming of one people, but of a vast wave or mixed body, composed of
many Asiatic tribes, the majority borne on by the prospect of plunder.
(Similar impulses carried the Mongols, Goths, and other barbarous
peoples across whole continents at a later period of history.) The monu-
ments of Egypt and Chaldea, as well as the Hebrew records, suggest that
the Elamite invasion of Chaldea in B.c. 2280, the migration of Abram
from Ur of the Chaldees to Kharran and Southern Palestine, and the
Hyksos invasion of Lower Egypt, may have been more or less contempo-
raneous and perhaps connected events.

Gen. 12. 10
& 32, 2,

During the obscure period between the 1z2th and 18th Egyptian
dynasties, all Lower Egypt was overrun by bands of Asiatics, known as
Hyksos, a term explained by the chronicler Manetho

as derived from the Egyptian hyk or hak, ¢ prince,”

and sos, ‘“shepherd.” Sos appears to be really a

Grecized form of Shasu, the usual Egyptian name for

the pastoral nomads of the Arabian desert; and hak

Shasu, “ Bédawi chiefs,” would be a contemptuous

nickname given to the kings after the expulsion of

HYKsos KING apeps,  their dynasty. These foreign rulers, who for more
than four centuries were masters of Lower Egypt,

resided at a fortified frontier-city, Avaris (Eg., Hauar; probably the same
as Zoan-Tanis), at Memphis, and also midway at Bubastis. (Petrie
makes the many kings of the 14th dynasty ‘merely the puppets of the
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Hyksos power,” and fixes the period of Hyksos rule to the time of the
15th to the 17th dynasties, circ. B.c. 2098-1587.)

That the ruling element, and probably the fighting class among the
‘“ Shepherd ” people, was composed of Turanians of a Mongol type
related to the Hittites, may be perhaps inferred from the faces of the
statues and sphinxes of the Hyksos rulers. Note the high cheek-bones,
flat cheeks, both in one plane, massive nose, firm projecting lips, and the
thick hair, with the austere and almost savage expression of power; and
compare the racial characteristics of the Hittites (pages 95, g6).

Head and Statue of the Hyksos King Apepa.—This colossal seated
statue and head, found by M. Naville at Bubastis (Pi-beseth, Ezek. 30. 17,
now Tell Basta), undoubtedly belong to the Hyksos period. Although
the throne is inscribed with
the name and titles of Osor-
kon II. of the 22nd dynasty,

UsER-MAAT-RA, i.e. Potent by
the Law of Ra, SOTEP-EN
AMUN, i.e. chosen of Amun,
AMUN-MERI1, t.e. beloved of
Amun, UASARKEN, it is
thought that the name and
titles of Apepa have been
obliterated from the pedestal
of the throne of the statue.
Thestyleof the head (page 78)
bears so close a resemblance
to the Hyksos sphinxes and
figures as to leave no doubt
of its belonging to the same

period.  Both the Hyksos SEATED FIGURE FROM BUBASTIS,

o Inscribed with name and titles of Osorkon Il. (User-maat-
kmgs and thOSC Of the 22nd R sotep-en-Amun; Amun-meri Uasarken); but supposed
dynasty were Of Asiatic ori- to have originally represented the Hyksos king Apepa.

gin; but it is not likely that the Osorkons and Shishaks were of a
type so Mongolian as is represented by this statue.

Black Granite Group of Fish-Offerers, from the Ruins of Zoan.—
The faces are of the supposed Hyksos type. Between the figures is
engraved the throne-name of Osorkon III. of the 23rd dynasty:
AA-CHEPER-RA, 7.e. Great becoming (or Creation) of Ra, SOTEP-EN-AMUN,
i.e. chosen of Amun. (See Illustration on the next page.)
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Zoan, or Tanis, called SECHET T’ANT, i.c. ““ the field of Zoan,” by the
Egyptians (¢f. Ps. 78. 12, 43), is now represented by the mounds of Sén, on
the Tanitic branch of the Nile. The excavations made here by Mariette and
Petrie show that it must have been the chief city of Lower Egypt. Its records
extend from the age of Pepi I., of the 6th dynasty, to the time of the 12th,
and continue down to Ptolemaic times. The Decree of Canopus (se¢ page
256), a bilingual inscription like the famous Rosetta Stone, was found here.

It may have been in Tanis and Bubastis, as the chief Hyksos cities,

BLACK GRANITE FISH OFFERERS IFROM TANIS (ZOAN).

that Joseph acted as
chief minister of King
Apepa. As Abram found
awelcome
Gen.41.43. from the
Hittites
of Hebron, so Joseph
and his brethren would
probably find one at
the court of the Asiatic
Pharaoh.

The Hyksos were
patrons of art, and in-
troduced new forms,
e.g. the (Semitic) winged
sphinx. The compara-
tive rarity of remains
of their period is due to
the wholesale destruc-
tion of their monuments
by the restored native
princes,who, as Brugsch
says, sedulously oblite-
rated every record of the
detested usurpers.

The Sallier papy-
rus gives a vivid picture
of the relations between
Aperaand an Egyptian
vassal-king, SEQENEN-
Ra, who was permitted
to rule at Thebes :—
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“ Egypt was in the hands of enemies, and nobody was lord in that day. There was
indeed a king, SEQENEN-RA ; but he was but a chief (424) in the City of the South
(Tkebes), while enemies abode in the Town of the Aamu, and APEPA was king in
AVARIS. . . . . And king Apepa chose SET (SUTECH = Baal-Zephon) for his god,
and served none of the gods which were adored in the whole country. He built
him a magnificent temple, appointing feasts and days of sacrifice.”

APEPA seems to have demanded of SEQENEN-RA that he should establish
the sole worship of SET or Sutech in the South country also.
The papyrus relates :—

* The messenger of King Apepa betook him to the governor of the city of the Scuth,
and was brought before the governor of the city of the South country. He spoke thus,
when he spoke to the messenger of King Apepa : ¢ Who hath sent thee hither to the city
of the South ? Art thou come in order to spy out ?’”

It is noteworthy that this is the very question which Joseph puts to
his brethren, when they appear at the northern court (Gen. 42. g). (The
Sallier papyrus does not give the sequel of the story. The account of the
successful revolt of Egypt against the foreign yoke is to be read on the
walls of the tomb of the brave captain AaH-MEs at El-Kab, who relates
his own feats of arms in connexion with the fall of AvaRris and other
Hyksos strongholds. See Brugsch, Hist. of Egypt.)

The Sallier papyrus also records that the court of Apepa was famous
for its magicians; with this fact may be associated the high position of
Joseph, who could interpret dreams. Indeed, historical and other con-
siderations lead us to see in this Hyksos period the only period which is
in harmony with the life and times of Joseph. The tradition preserved
by the Byzantine writer George the Syncellus or Chancellor (fl. A.p. 800),
that the Pharaoh of Joseph’s days was named Aphophis, is one which is

now found to agree exactly with the testimony of the
Ps.78.12,48; monuments. There were two Hyksos kings named
Gen. 42. 23 ; . . .
43,33; 84.5. Apepa or Aphophis; but it was probably during the
reign of Apepa I. of the 15th dynasty that Joseph rose
to power. During this period the court of Lower Egypt was at Zoan, in
the fleld of Zoan; and the conquerors had adopted the manners, customs,
language, and court etiquette of the native Egyptians, but had introduced
into the country the horse and chariot, hitherto unknown in Egypt
(¢f. ““ The Hittites” below).

After the expulsion of the foreigners, Tanis was largely patronised by
Seti I. and Rameses II., of the 1gth dynasty, who erected important
buildings, statues, sphinxes, etc., there. During the period of the z21st
(B.c. 1110) and 23rd (B.C. 766) dynasties Tanis was again the seat of
government.

S 7986. L



Monumental Names and Titles of the Pharaohs
of Scripture.

cCa
6 or Pharaoh.

Per-aa, ‘‘Great House,” i.e., The Palace, or The Court.
THRONE NAME, PERSONAL NAME,

S C= DR HE)

Ra-aa-user. A-p-p-a.
Apophis, Aphophis, or Aphobis (the traditional Pharaohk of Foseph).

THRONE NaME. PERSONAL NaME,

TFomyl o D A YT ey N & e
AOEIEY U IR

~V|M—,w\.\_/ I mans O \___O;_}___
Nefer-cheperu-RZ ui-en-Ra. Amun-hotep Nutar haq Uast. Chu-en-aten.

Amenophis IV., Chu-en-aten (supposed by some to be Foseph's Pharaoh).

THRONE NAME, PERsoNAL NAME.

SGI - NN ETIITID)

User-mait-RT sotep-en-Ra. Ra-mes-su meri-Amun.
Rameses 11., Sesostris (the Pharaoh of the Oppression).

(3T (8 =9

Ba-en-Ra meri-Amun. Ptah meri-en-hotep-her-Mait.
Meneptah 11. (the Pharaok of the Exodus).

i f— RS e vy e gy Y
s (9o (FSnmu
e ¥ T e & Ao n_ﬁ S 4
Cheper-sechet-Ra sotep-en-Ra. Shashanq meri-Amun.
Shishak (1 Kin. 14. 25), contemporary of Rehob

M) (08

User-Maat-Ra sotep-en-Amun. Ua-sa-r-k-n meri-Amun.
Osorkon II. (Zerah, the Ethiopian; 2 Chron. 14. 9).*

THRONE NAME. PERSONAL NaME. | THRONE Name, PeRSONAL NAME.
i - /,_., T /_,,-_ o
T pad %
1. (olt_]‘ \\&HUJI"‘kO{Z%‘ & L.l§
— - —_— - { — - —
Nefer-ka-Ra. Sha-ba-ka (Gk., Sabakon). Nem-ab-Ra. Ne-ka-u.
So, king of Egypt (2 Kin. 17. 4). ' Pharaoh-nechoh (2 Kin. 23. 29).
o_ P =..= ‘Sf‘_it T e T _—
og o§ 10. §\ -
8 (__\E‘;_ AN S | °X %) (e}X?
Nefer-Tmu-chu-Ra. Ta-h-r-q. ! Haa-ab-Ra. Uah-ab-RA.

Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia (2 Kin. 19. g). 1 Pharaoh-hophra (Jer. 44. 30).

* Hommel thinks that Zerah, or Zeraikh, and his Cushites were from S. Arabia; a view which is favoured by
the naturc of the spoil taken from them--tents, sheep, and samels—as well as by the name Zerah, which resembles
Zirrikh or Dhirrih, the royal name in the newly-found Sabean inscriptions, and by the designation of the people as
Ama.onets in the LXX., which may be compared with the banfi Mazin (= the Ma'din of the same inscriptions).
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EGYPT AND SYRIA.

Chu-en-aten, or Akhu-en-aten (Amenophis IV., King

of Egypt, 18th Dynasty), the heretical or reforming
Pharaoh.

OFf all the Pharaohs whose names and doings are chronicled more
or less completely by their own monuments, none —not even the
great Rameses Il.—is so interesting a figure as Chu-en-aten, son of

CHU-EN-ATEN, OR AKHU-EN-ATEN
(=Splendour of the Solar disk), i.c. Amenophis 1V, king of Egl;pt. his queen, Nefer-
Titi, and three of their six daughters, throwing largess to subjects from a balcony
of a palace at Chu-aten (Tell el-Amarna).

Amenophis III., and the Middannian, ¢.c. Mesopotamian, princess Tii, the
famous king to whom so much of the Tell el-Amarna correspondence is
addressed ; who, if he resembled Solomon in his peace-loving disposition,
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and the magnificence displayed in the palace and temple which he
built at his new capital, no less reminds us of David by the hymns
which he wrote in honour of his god, and of Hezekiah and Josiah,
by his earnest labours as a religious reformer and the short-lived results
of those labours.

His father, Amenophis III., had married him in youth to Dadu-
ghipa, daughter of Dushradda, king of Middanni in Northern Mesopo-

T e

CHU-EN-ATEN, OR AMENOPHIS 1V,, KING OF EGYPT,

His queen, Nefer-Titi. and three duughters. A domestic scene within the palace at
Chu-aten (Tell cl-Amarna). The queen is straining wine into the king's cup, and his
three daughters are offering him cakes and flowers. He holds a flower in his left
hand. Among the titles of Nefer-Titi are erfat urit hont hemtu ncb, * the great

heiress, the queen of all women"; hont res mel nebt taui, **the queen of south and
north, the lady of the two lands” (i.e. Upper and Lower Egypt), and Afen-nefer-
neferu, * the beauty of the beauties of Aten.”

tamia. In Egypt, Dadu-ghipa was called Nefer-titi, which is perhaps an
adaptation of her name (nefer, “good,” ‘“‘fair” -=ghipa; Titi = Dddu,
Tatu). Under her influence and that of the queen-mother Tii, who was
regent during his minority, Amenophis IV. repudiated the worship of
Amun of Thebes (see page 99), and of the other gods of Egypt, early in the
sixth year of his reign, when—like Josiah (2 Kings 22. 3)—he was about
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eighteen years old ; adopting his Asiatic mother’s religion, the worship of
the ATEN (perhaps == the Syrian Adon, “lord ), the sun as the lord and
giver of life, to the entire exclusion of the polytheistic and therio-
morphic * conceptions which had hitherto prevailed in Egypt. This new
state-religion is indicated in the illustration on page 83. Over the
heads of the royal persons is seen the Solar Disk, shedding rays termi-
nating in hands, which support the bodies and sustain the crowns of the
king and queen, while two of them hold the ankh or symbol of life to the
nostrils of the sovereigns.

. This radical change in religion was marked by a change of name.
Rejecting his former designations, NEFER-CHEPERU-RA-UA-EN-RA, t.c.
the beautiful Becomings (or creations) of Ra, the Only One of Ra, and AMEN-
HOTEP-NUTAR-HAQ-UAST, t.e. Amen-hotep the divine king of Thebes, the king
assumed the name of CHU-EN-ATEN, i.e. splendour of the Solar Disk, with
the prefix ANKH-EM-MAAT, i.c. living in Truth. A new capital was founded
at CHU-ATEN (Tell el-Amarna, see page 86). Here were built a great
palace, occupying a space of at least 1500 ft. by 500 ft., and a temple of
the ATEN, about 250 ft. square, standing in a sacred enclosure nearly
half a mile long.

Chu-en-aten took no delight in war; he was not so much a great
conqueror as a good man. His family affection is proved by the signifi-
cant fact that his wife and daughters are everywhere represented with
him, and by the artistic splendour of the part of his palace dedicated to
their use, as well as by his inscriptions, in one of which he.says :—

“ Sweet love fills my heart for the Queen and her young children. God grant a great
age to Queen NEFER-TITI! (see above), for long years may she hold fast the Pharaoh’s
hand ! Grant a great age to the royal daughter MERI-ATEN (Z.e. dear to the Solar Disk),

and to the royal daughter MAKT-ATEN (i.e. protected by the Solar Disk), and to their
children ! may they hold fast the hand of the Queen their mother for ever and ever ! ”

EGYPTIAN WINGED DISC.

* «« Theriomorphic.” i.c. conceiving the gods under animal forms, or as incarnate in animals.
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The Tell el-Amarna Correspondence.

IN the year 1887 a remarkable discovery of clay tablets bearing cunei-
form inscriptions was made in Egypt. The discovery of such documents
in Egypt was quite unexpected; but they are now generally recognised

TELL EL-AMARNA TABLET.

[l.etter from an unnamed king of Alashia, in Northern Syria, or, as others think,
Cyprus, to the king of Egypt.]

as supplying an important chapter in Oriental history. The tablets
were found at Tell el-Amarna, the ruins of the city of Chu-aten, built
by Amenophis IV. after his adoption of the heretical creed of the worship
of the Aten or Solar Disk (sce page 84). As there are some letters
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addressed to his father, Amenophis III., among the tablets, the whole
collection may be dated between B.C. 1500-1450.

At this period, owing to the marriages of Amenophis III. with
wives from Babylonia and Middanni (N. Mesopotamia), the Egyptian
court was crowded with Asiatics, and correspondence with the
East was carried on in the style of writing then most used for

diplomacy and commerce in Western Asia, namely, in the Babylonian
cuneiform.

Among the tablets from the city now in the British Museum, the
Royal Museums at Berlin and at Gizeh (Cairo), are letters from Babylon
and MIDDANNI, as well as from Tyre, 8idon, Gebal, Askelon, Gaza, Lachish,
and Jerusalem, showing the universal use of the Babylonian writing at
this period, more than a century before the Exodus. The letters from
Jerusalem are of great interest. They are written by ABDI-HIBA to the
king, complaining of the advance of the Philistines and others against
him. Abdi-Hiba describes himself as the Pharaoh’s vassal :

“ Behold, this territory of Jerusalem—neither my father nor my mother gave it me ;
the king’s mighty arm gave it me ! ”

His letters will be found translated below, pages 8g-93.

From the King of Alashia to the King of Egypt.
(Brit. Mus. No. §; Winckler, 25.)

To the King of the land of Mizraim,* my brother, says thus :—The King of the land
of ALASHIA is thy brother. 1am well,—my houses, my wive(s ?), my children, my grandees,
my horses, my chariots ; and in the heart of my lands there is (o7 may there be) exceeding
weal. And may my brother be well,—thine houses, thy wives, thy children, thy grandees,
thine horses, thy chariots ; and in the heart of thy lands may there be exceeding weal !

My brother, behold 1 send my messenger with thy messenger unto thee in Mizraim,

Whereas 1 bring thee V hundred (manehs ?) of copper, as a present unto my brother 1 bring

them thee. My brother, if the copper is little, let it not rankle in thine

C/- 2 8am. 28, heart; for in my country the hand of Nergalt my Lord hath smitten

151?’3'11'.“ ) all the people of my country, and t.hc coAppcr-workin'g has ceased ; there-

fore, my brother, let it not rankle in thine heart. Thy messenger along

with my messenger dispatch promptly ; and then whatever amount of copper thou desirest.
my brother, | will send thee.

* Mi-iz-ri. + The god of pestilence.
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My brother, do thou on thy part send to me silver exceeding much; my
Cf. Gen. 28. 6, brother, give me silver of the gods (o7 of God ; i.e. the purest silver) ;
prince of God. and beyond (i.e. more than) my brother’s gift whatever thou desirest, my

brother, 1 on my part will send thec.

Next, my brother, the bull which my messenger desired, give me, my brother ; and of
oils (o7 ointments) the choicest, my brother, send me two kukuéu’s, my brother ; and send
me one of the Vulture-Charmers.*

Next, my brother, the men of my land complain against me because of my timber
which the King of Mizraim taketh ; and, my brother, because of the asses and the

(copper 2).
Next, as follows. A man of ALaSHiA has died in Egypt, and his goods are in thy

country, and his son and his wife with me : let my brother collect the goods of people of
Alashia, and give them, my brother, into the hand of my messenger.

My brother, let it not rankle in thine heart, that thy messenger hath

Cf. 1 8am. 5. 6, 7. abode three ycars in my country ; for the hand of Nergal is on my

country, and in my house my youngest wife lies dead (/¢ is my young

wife t who hath died). Now, my brother, with all care and speed despatch thine own
messenger and mine together ; and I will send thee my brother’s (¢.e. thy) present.

Next, my brother, the silver that I desired of thee, my brother will send exceeding
much ; and the goods which 1 have asked of thee, my brother, despatch ; and whatever
things I have said, my brother will do ; and whatever things thou, on thy part, shalt say to
me, 1 will do. :

With the king of the Hittites and with the king of Shinar }—with them have thou no
dealings ; whatever present they have sent unto me, 1 have rendered unto thee double.

Thy messenger should come to me betimes ; § and my messenger should come to thee
betimes. .

Tagi to the King of Egypt.
(Brit. Mus. Collection, No. 70.)

To the King my Lord as follows. 'TAGI is thy bondservant ; at the feet of the King my
Lord seven times and seven [ fall. Behold, I am the bondservant of the King, and 1 have
sought (o7 desired) to muster the caravans || by the hand of my brother ; but he is sore
wounded (/2. full of wounds); he is unable to conduct my caravans unto the King my

Lord. And ask thine officers whether my brother be not sore wounded.

P;’ 11329?.8?; Next, behold, as for us, mine eyes are toward thee ! if we ascend up

to heaven, if we go down into the earth, our head is in thine hand.

And lo, 1 have just been seeking to conduct my caravans by the hand of my companion
unto the King my Lord. And let the King my Lord learn that I serve the King and keep
guard.

* Or, augurs. § qadmish (not shumish), ** early.”
+ Winckler suggests “ sister.” i Carrying presents and tribute.
+ Sha-an-ha-ar.
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Shumardata complains of Abdi-Hiba to the King of Egypt.
(Winckler, 165.)

To the King, my Lord, my God,* my Sun, say thus :—SHUMARDATA t is thy bond-
servant, the dust of thy feet. At the feet of the King, my Lord, my God, my Sun, seven
times (and) seven times I fall.} The King, my Lord, directed me to make war on the town
of Kellah. I made war ; it made terms with (07 submitted to) me ; my town was restored to
me. Wherefore did ABD1-H1BA § send to the men of Keilah, “ Accept money, 1 pray you,
and become my followers” ? And let the King, my Lord, know, that ABDI-HIBA took my

“town out of my hands. Next, let the King, my Lord, inquire whether 1

Num. 16. 18. had taken away a man, or a single ox or an ass, from him or his ser-

vants (o7 family). Next, LABAIA || is dead, who took away our towns ;

(indeed, LABAIA, w[ith] ABDI-H1IBA and [@ /ost name] took away our towns). [But] let the

King have regard unto me his bondservant, whom he did create (¢o» commission) ; and I
will not [begin ?] to do aught, until the King return word unto his bondscrvant.

Abdi-Hiba of Jerusalem to the King of Egypt (1).

To the King, my Lord, say thus :—ABDI-HIBA is thy bondservant ; at the feet of my
Lord the King seven times and seven times I fall. What have | done unto the King my
Lord ? They slander me before the King my Lord : “ ABDI-HiBA hath revolted against
the King his Lord ! 7 Behold, as for me, it was not my father nor was it my mother that
set me in this place ; it was the King’s strong arm that established me in my patrimony
(lit. caused me to enter into my father's house) : 1 wherefore then should I (emphatic) do
evil unto the King my Lord ? As the King my Lord liveth, I say to the King my Lord’s
High Commissioner, “ Wherefore lovest thou the CHABIRI and hatest the city-governors P ” **
and because of ¢/at, people utter slander before the King my Lord: whenever one says,
“1t is all up with the King my Lord’s dominion ! ” because of #4a¢, they utter slander to the
King my Lord. But let the King my Lord know that whereas the King my Lord set a
guard-post, ENCHAMU tt has taken . . . . . (four lines broken) [there are n]o guards

* Plural, as in Nabonidus, page 207.

t Shumar-data has an Eranian cast. Cf. Arta-shumara, a Mitannian name; and Baga-datta,
mentioned by Sargon.

1 Epistolary Aorist.

§ Winckler transcribes 4bdi-/{iba; btut so far as the characters are concerned, we might
read Eri-zibba (Accadian).

il Labaia = lion of Jah (lab's, labbu, lion; Heb. /abi'); cf. Ariel.
Q ie. established me in my ancestral domains and honours. For the verb, ¢f. Tiglath-
pileser, page 172. 1. 11.
** The Chazzans; ie. the Canaanite chiefs and petty kings who owned the suzerainty of
Egypt. The word recurs in the inscription of Tiglath-pileser, pages 172 sqq.
+t Elsewhere Tanchamu.
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there. [But let] the King have care for his territory, [and let him take counsel] for his
territory. The King my Lord’s cities subject to ELIMELECH * have revolted ; the King’s
entire territory is going to ruin ; so let the King my Lord have care for his territory. If I
say, “I will enter in unto the King my Lord, and see the face of the King my Lord,” the
opposition is too strong for me, and 1 am unable to enter in unto the King my Lerd ;
but let it scem good unto the King [my Lord, and] let him dispatch guards {¢or a garrison), so
that 1 may enter in and see the face of the King my Lord.

As the King my Lord liveth, whenever a (new) High Commissioner cometh out, I say,
“It is all up with the King’s dominion ! shouldest thou not hearken unto me, it is all up
with all the city-governors ; there will be no more of them for the King my Lord !” Let
the King give a look to the men, and let the King my Lord bring (send) bowmen. | There
is no territory left to the King; the CHABIRU-folk have harried § all the King’s terri-
tory. If there be bowmen this year, there will be territory for the King my Lord ; but if
there be no bowmen, it is all up with the territory of the King my Lord.

To my Lord the King’s secretary,
as follows : || ABDI-HIBA is thy bond-
servant.  Bring thou in plain words
unto the King my Lord. It is all up
with the King my Lord’s entire
territory.,

Abdi-Hiba to the King of

Egypt (2).

[To the KinJg my Lord [say thus :
ABJDI-HIBA is thy bondservant, etc.
(8 broken lines.) Let the King know
that all the states have leagued in
hostility against me ; and let the King
have a care for his territory. Behold,

the land of Gezer,

Josh. 10. 83. the land of Askelon,

OBVERSE OF A CUNEIFORM TABLET and the city of
Found at Lachish (Tell el-Hesy). 1t is addressed to the L[a.ehls]h gave unto them 1 fOOd, Oil,
Egyptian _commander-in-chief, and mentions Zimrida , .l . .

(prince of Lachish, otherwise known from the Tell el- and whatever their need (“as) 5 SO let
Amarna letters) and Abish ?)- yarami, apparently a the King have a care for **his terri-
Canaanite prince who wrote the felter; but little more

can be made of it at present. tory,** and despatch bowmen against

* I-li-mil-ku: called Mil-ki-ili, Mil-ki-lim, Mil-ki-lu, i.e. Malchiel, in the following letters.

+ An excuse for not repairing to the Egyptian court, as he had, perhaps, been ordered to
do, to answer the charges against him.

toamélu sGbé pi-ta-ti = amélu sdbé qashti. Cf. The Egyptian p—¢, “bow™; p- t, *“to
stretch "' ; Sumerian BaN, * bow ”; Chinese pua, fang. Other terms of Egyptian origin occur in
these letters.

§ habat, + plundered.” The Chabiri are often called /jabbaté,  robbers' or *spoilers "
(Sumerian sa-Gaz), in these texts.

|| Postscript addressed to the royal Secretary, who would have to read the letter to the
king, or at least inform him of its contents, and reply to it

9 Or, They (the states) gave unto them (i.e. Gezer, Askelon, etc.).
** Text: the bowmen; a clerical error.
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the men who have done evil against the King my Lord. If therc be bowmen this year,
there will be territories and city-governors for the King my Lord ; but if there are no
bowmen, there will be no [territoriles and city-governors for the King [my] L[ord]. Bchold,
this land of Jerusalem,*—it was not my father, nor was it my mother that gave it unto
me ; it was the strong hand (or) “arm”t [of the King] that gave it unto me. Behold
this deed, the deed of MALCHIEL and the sons of LABAIA, who have given up the King's
territory unto the CHABIRI !  Behold, the King my Lord is righteous towards me ; as
regards the KasHL] let the King inquire of the High Commissioner whether they
have dealt with a strong hand (or strongly fortified their positions) and brought
serious evil to pass. (7 lines more or less broken.) Let the King inquire; they
have abundant supplies of food, oil, clothing. When PA-URU, the King’s High Commis-
sioner, came up to the land of Jerusalem, Anala had revolted with the
2 Kings 22.1. men of the guard (and ?) the captain § of the King’s [force]s. Let the
King know, he [sa]id unto me, “ ADAIA hath revolted from me ; do not
thou desert the city ! ” Send me guards this [year]; send the King’s High Commissioner.
Camels (?) . . ... many did I send unto the King my Lord ; 5,000 as#7 || -men (prisoners ?)
....... and 5 porters. The King’s caravans were intcrcepted in the field 1 (ie.
tersitory) of Afalon ; let the King my Lord know I am unable to send a caravan to
the King my Lord, that thou mightest learn (how things are). Behold,
¢/ Deut. 12. 8, 21. the King hath set his name upon the land of Jerusalem for ever; and
he cannot forsake aught of the territories of Jerusalem.

To the Secretary of the King my Lord say thus : ABDI-H1BA 1s thy bondservant ; at
thy feet I fall ; thy bondservant am I.  Bring thou in unto the King my Lord plain words.
A captain ** of the King’s am 1. Much health to thee !

But should an evil deed have been done to the men of Kash, slay not an innocent
man. The men of Kash are (o There are men of Kash) in my own house (o domain) ;
let the King inquire . .. ...... [At the feet of my Lord] seven times and seven times
(I fall]; let the King my Lord [hearken] unto me.

Abdi-Hiba to the King of Egypt (3).

To the King my Lord, [my] Sun, [say] thus : ABDI-HIBA is thy bondservant ; at the
feet of the King my Lord seven times and seven times I fall. Behold, the King my Lord
hath set his name upon East and West. As for the slander which they have uttered
against me, behold, I am not a city-governor (i.e. natfve prince), but a captain § to the

King my Lord ; behold, I am the King’s Friend, and a tributary of the
2 S8am. 18.87 King’s. It was not my father, nor was it my mother, but the King’s

(Hushai). strong arm that set me in my father’s house (i.e. established me in his
lerritory). [When ... ... the King's High Commissioner clame
unto me, I gave 13 asir-men (prisoners ?)and . . . .. bondservants. Shita, the King’s

High Commissioner, [came un]to me ; I gave 21 bondmaids [and] 20 asir-men into the
hand of Shdta as a present for the King my Lord. Let the King take counsel for his

* U-ru-sa-lim.

t The scribe has written the Babylonian symbol for gdtu, hand, side by side with the
Canaanite (Hebrew) term zeréa‘, arm. Such glosses are an interesting feature of these letters.

} i.e. Cushite (Ethiopian) troops.

§ u-e-u = Egyptian uau, captain. it Perhaps the Heb. ‘asir, prisoner.

9 The Bab. ugari + the Canaanite shaté, (1) ; ¢f. Neh. 11. 30: Judg. 5. 4.

** u-e-wa = Eg. nau.
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dominion. All the King’s territory is going to ruin, having taken to opposition against me

Behold, the districts of Seir,* unto GATH-CARMELt are leagued (or

Gen. 14. 6. have made terms) with all the native princes (cfazzans), and hostility is

carried on against me because of the A-MI-RI-men (= A-mu-ri, 4mor-

ites?); and | cannot sce the King my Lord’s face,} because war is made against me.

While there was a fleet at sea, the King’s strong arm held the land of NACHRIMA and the

land of the KASH-SH1; but now the

CHaBIRU-folk have got hold of the

King’s cities. There is not a single city-

governor (or native prince) for the

King my Lord ; all are ruined. Behold,

TURBAZU is slain in

2 Sam. 21. 14.  the gatc of Zelah, but

the King disregard-

eth ; behold, ZiMRIDA of Lachish, the

bondmen were enraged at him, were for

killing him. JIPHTHAH-HADAD § is slain

in the gate of Zelah, but the King dis-

regardeth. . . . ... Let the King have

a care for his [territory, and let] the King

give a look [to the men, and let him

bring] || bowmen to the territory [of the

King my Lord ; for]if there should be

no bowmen this year, my Lord the

King’s entire territories are lost. People

do not venture to say to the King my

Lord’s face that the King my Lord’s

territory will be lost, and all the native

REVERSE OF THE LACHISH TABLET. princes. If there are no bhowmen this

year, let the King despatch an High

Commissioner and fetch me and my brethren, that we may die with our Lord the
King. -

To the King my Lord’s Secretary. ABDI-HIBA is thy bondservant; . at thy

feet 1 fall. Bring plain words in unto the King [my Lord]). 1 am thy [faith]ful bond-

servant,

Abdi-Hiba to the King of Egypt (4).

To the King my Lord [say] thus: AspI-HIBA is thy bondservant ; at the fcet of my
Lord the K[ing] seven times [and] seven times 1 [falll. Behold, MALCHIEL—does he not
revolt with the sons of LABAIA and the sons of ARZawa, to demand the King’s territory for
them ? A subject-prince (ckazzan) who does this deed,—wherefore has not the King ques-
tioned him? Behold, MALCHIEL and TaGl—the deed which they have done is this : when
he had seized it, the city of Rehoboth ()T . . . .. .. .. (Half the Tablet gone.)

Reverse—. . . .. ... ... . There is no garrison of the King’s; therefore—as
I hope the King may live and have increase!—I'C-URU hath departed from me; he is at
* She-e-ri. § Cf. Jiphthah-el, Josh. 19. 14.
+ Ginti-kirmil. !| Cf. page go, note }.
1 Text a.sHI, tears, instead of sHi, face. % Ru-bu-ta.
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Gaza.* So let the King order from his presence (?) a garrison to guard the territory. All
the King’s territory hath fallen away. Send JANCHAMU, and let him look to the King’s
territory.

To the King’s Secretary : ABDI-HIBA is thy bondscrvant. [Bring thou in] plain
words [unto the KiJng. Very much (health) to thee ! 1 am thy bondservant.

Abdi-Hiba to the King of Egypt (s5).

To the King my Lord say thus : [ABDI-]HIBA is thy bondservant ; at the feet of the
King my Lord scven times and seven times 1 fall. [Behold the deed] which MALCHIEL
and SHU'ARDATU have done unto the King my Lord’s territory ! they have bought the
troops of Gezer, of Gath,t and of Keilah; they have taken the territory of RUBUTE
(Rehoboth ?). The King’s territory is fallen away to the CHABIRI ; and just now a town
of the territory of Jerusalem whose namc is BETH-NINIB, a town of the King’s, has fallen
away to the men of Keilah. Let the King hearken unto ABDI-HIBA thy bondservant, and
despatch bowmen, and bring back the King’s territory unto the King. But if there be no
bowmen, the King’s territory will certainly { fall away to the CHABIRL This is the doing
of SHU’ARDATU and MALCHIEL . ... ... .. (Two lines gone), but let the King have
a care for his territory. :

Abdi-Hiba to the King of Egypt (6).

(Two-thirds of Tabletgone.) . . ... ... Now as for Jerusalem, if this district be
the King’s, wherefore is Gaza treated as the King’s? Behold, the district of GATH-
CARMEL hath submitted to TAGI and the men of Gath. He is in Beth-shdn. And we
must act, that they may not give up LLABAIA and his territory unto the CHABIRL. MAL-
CHIEL hath sent to TaGcr . . ... .. Now, all their desire is towards the men of Keilah ;
but we will save Jerusalem. The garrison which thou sentest by the hand of CHAIA my
messenger, ADDAMICHIR (?) hath intercepted ; he hath quartered it in his own domain (/7£.
house), in Gaza. (Two broken lines.)

From Abimelech of Tyre to the King of Egypt.
(Winckler, 151.)

To the King, my Sun-god, my God, thus ABIMELECH thy bondservant : seven times
and seven times at the feet of the King my Lord I fall. 1 am the dust from beneath the
sandals of the King my Lord. Behold, I kecp the King’s city, which he entrusted to mine
hand. 1 was strongly for going in person to sec the face of the King my Lord, but
was unable, owing to the hand of ZIMRIDA of Zidon. He heard of me that | would go to
Court (/it. go in ; scil. into the King’s presence), and took hostile action against me. Let
the King my Lord give me XX men to guard the King my Lord’s city, and 1 will enter into

* (Cha-za-ti. + Gimti. { patarat = + perfect of future certainty.”
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the presence of the King my Lord, to behold his gracious face. I set my face toward the
threshold (?) of the King my Lord. Let the King my Lord inquire of his High Commis-
sioner whether 1 did not set my face toward the
OBVERSE. presence of the King my Lord. Behold, 1 have
sent [my] messenger unto [the presence] of the
King my Lord ; and let the King my Lord [send
his] mes[senger and] his letter un[to me]; and 1
will enter in unto [the presence] of the King my
Lord, and [see his face]. 1 set [my] face [to enter]
into the presence, t[o
see] ghe face of the King REVERSE.
[my] Lord; [and] let
not [my Lord] leave his
bondservant in the hand
of [ZIMRIDA? or his
enemy.] Let the King
my Lord set [his] face
[towdrd me), and gi[ve
me] water for my drink-
ing..... and wood
unto his bondservant [for
fuel ?).* Let the King
my Lord know that we
are beset on the sea
front (?) +; we have no
water and we have no
wood. Behold, I have

sent ELIMELECH as mes- LETTER FROM
senger to the presence of  ABIMELECH OF TYRE
LETTER FROM ABIMELECH oF Tyre the King my Lord, and N To THE
TO THE KING OF EGYPT. I gave V talents of cop- KING OF EGYPT.
per ... .. and a set

of harness (?). The King my Lord wrote unto us, * What thou hearest from the land of
Canaan,! write unto me.” The King of DANUNA is dead, and his brother is king after
him ; and his country is quiet. And let the King know, fire hath devoured the city of
UGARIT ; half of it it devoured, and half of it it did not. And the Hittite troops have
disappeared (/it. are not). ETAGAMAPA’IRI of the city of KEDESH and AZIRU are at
war with NAMIAWAZA.

I have seen the misdoing of ZIMRIDA, that he has brought together ships and troops
from the cities of Aziru [to make war] against me ; but vouchsafe that but IV footmen of
my Lord’s [come unto me], and they will all [be afraid]. Let the King set his face toward
his bondservant, and let him come forth (to the war ; or, to succour me).

* Supply ana shukunia (). See Winckler, 149. 66.
+ Winckler thinks a blockade on the land side is meant: ¢f. 156. 13 sgq.
1 Ki-na-ah-na.
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THE PHARAOHS IN SYRIA.

The Hittites.

The Hittites, the Khittim, or Bené Kheth of the Hebrews, and the Khetta
of the Egyptians, were a powerful confederation of tribes in North Syria
and Asia Minor. Their original home seems to have been in the Taurus,

I.

HITTITE KING (WITH PIGTAIL).

north of the gulf of Antioch, whence
they pushed northward and westward
as far as the neighbourhood of Smyrna.
Southward they overran Syria and Pales-
tine, having an advanced post at Hebron
in the time of Abram (Gen. 23. 2, 3).
After the expulsion of the Hyksos
or Shepherd Kings, completed by Ahmes
(Amosis), the founder of the 18th dyn-
asty, Egypt—under Thothmes III., the
greatest king of that dynasty — estab-

lished once more its suzerainty over all the petty principalities of Canaan
and Aram (A.V. Syria), as far as the Euphrates, and even beyond it, for
the Tell el-Amarna tablets contain despatches to the reigning Pharaoh
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