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“PREFACE

IN submitting the following Translation of a Populsr Chiness Work to the
public, an apology scems unneccssary, for though mueh has heom written
respecting the Chinese, their poetry has remained almost unnoticed. This
bas arisen chiefly from the difficulties which the language presents to fo-
reigners, and hus discouraged every attempt of the kind, boyound a Stanza,
or 3 few occasional verses. As those tramslstions are eonsidered imade:
guate for an European to form a correct opinion of their postry, an at-
Sempt bas been made o render into English, the Hwa-tsben J 35 ¢ The
Flower's Leaf,’ the Eighth's Chinese Literary Work, It is & work of
mere than ordinary length, for most of thejr poetry consist only of a
few verses, written, it might be presumed, on the spur of the moment,
Though the Chinese are fond of poetry, thoy haye no Epic poems snd
while they are wanting of thoss besuties which distinguish the works of the
Roman and Grecisn Poets, they have nothing'tht resemble the extravagan-
cé of ﬁeir Gods and Goddesses, The art of P‘oetry, if it may be so i:;ﬂcd.

netwithetanding is thought a great accomplishment, and every one who has

2
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any pretentions to letters, indulges himself in writing verses. This pro-

ceeds probably from the candidates-at the public examinations being re- .

quired to write one of their themes in verse. It does not appear that the
Chinese are not sufficiently inventive to :e.;cel; in poetry, but that they fail
from adhering to ancient laws laid down. Nor will it be imagined, that of
about scventy thousand graduates, (besides those who have acquired de-
grees) who still devote themselves to letters, and attend at e;ch triennial
examination, many of whom have applied both to book and to nature,
that. there if not. ene who. hes genius dnd sn inyentive imagination—but
the contrary may be. presumbsd.: Even Tsaow-tsse-kéen, who -is ane of
their eminent Poets, exceeded not the uspal laws laid down by hig pre-
decessors; and thaugh thero, are sgveral volumes of his. poetry. extent,
they are.dll of that sliort description. The Chincse: prefer a slight. al-
lusion to a subject, rather than amplify it. . . N T
The odes of the She-king, which were ¢ompiled by Confucius; are g
nerally short, conhmmg only four charseters in ‘a line resembhng our
lambic verse; llld few odes that exceed five' coupleu, or Chimete' verm.

But being their ancient national ddes, in praise of their sovereigns, gréat

__ Statesmen, ‘and of a miscellaneous descriptiofi, independent of the ‘ cop-

piler, they are held in high esteem.® ' ' L

, .
LTI A T L

+ As Du Halde is' a little erroneous in' hig division of: tlie She-king,
and in several of his remarks on that work ; the ruder, bylperunl of
the preface by an eminent writer, will beembledtq form his own opl-
nion. It'commences thus: ¢ A’ certain pessbn asked, Why. odes. were
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The Hwa-tséen, from which the following translation is made, is in
a colloquial style, poeuliar to the province of Kwang-tung, aud is much
read by peraons; of both sex.. The reviewers,of the work, pas very high
eacomiums on it, and rank it next to Se-seang, another work on Qourtship.
It made its appearsuce during the Ming dynasty, and is supposed to be
the production of two persons of Ceantos, who had acquired high literary
honors. . It:is of the narrative kind, as most of their poetyry is that js
of any length, affordimg » greater scops:te the genius of, the, poet than
what they usually indulge .in, for the Chinese not having besn favaured
with that mine of rich and sublime idcas, (the Sacred Scriptures) or but
partially, which other nations have, must generglly speaking, be deficient
in invention, variety of imagery, sublimity of thought, as well as of bold-
ness of mchphm.

P e

written? [ replied; Man when. created, posaessqd a quiescent principle, the
principle of heaven: excitements praceed from what is around us; henge

there is mation, or inducements, the desires of nature.  Having desires, |

it is im?,oaible not. to think ; possessing a thinking faculty, it is impos-
isible to. be without languages having language, what is there that may
mot be.fully compsebended? By.means of which we deliberate, admire,
rejoice, and lament.  There being, doubtless, an infinite variety of
concordant sounds, it is by a'combination of those sounds that poetry is
made, - It was.asked, Is poetry proper for instruction? . I replied,
Odesare the resemblance, in words, of the effect of things on the mind.
As the heart is exeited by correct or virtuaus principles, words being their
form, poetry accordingly, is cosrect or the contrary.  As the Sages are of
the superior order of beings, they excite nothing but what is correct y hence
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" In the original, the poem is not only interesting, but-often poetical.
But in a close translation, it is to spprohended, that it has lost muéh: of
its native softnessand connection. - However, to those whe foel:interest-
od in Chinese literature, (as few have been disposed fo atbempt -Hiir
poetry) the translator presumes that the following work, notwithstanding
its many defects, will be perused with pleasure; and he thinks that those

‘who are fond of rural poetry, cannot but be pleased with the Chinese

description of a garden, and their frequent allusion to the flowers, that

occur in the course of the work. The distress and reeiprocal feelings
of the lovers,—the pleasing and artful address of the servants, — with the
virtue and constancy of the young ladies, are not only enterhinihg por-
tions of the poem, butappear calculated to excite the softer feelings of com.

passion: while the gallantry and bravery of Leang, and the disinterested

what they have written is proper for instruction, If the excitements or in-
fluences are many and various, and it be not easy to make ielections, doubt-
less they considered what made for and against their principles, arid warns
and corrects accordingly—hénce their wrilings are proper for-itstruction,
When the state Chow was in its prosperity, B. C. 100, the state odes, and
those which prevailed among the people, were correct and ¢huse. ~ The sages
of that day set them to music, and communicated them to the people, to the
" smaller states, and thoughout the whole Chinese empire, During the
Lié-kws period, when the sovereigns made tours through the kingdom,
the poetical productions of the day were collected aad submitted to them.
The compositions that excelled were recorded. During the two reigns
of the emperors Chaou and Miih, this usage was adhered to, but afterwards
was discontinued. 'When, from the commotions that prevailed, the govern-

p—c
Jusesiem e
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friendship of Heaou, added to the interest the Emperor toek in the marri-
age of the former, seem to claim for the poem, an attention which it might.
not otherwise demand.

The style of the original, ia Chinese, is called Mith-yu. It consists of
four lines to a verse, and seven characters or words in each line; but the
poem affords specimens of several kinds of metre, as may be noticed by the
number of characters in & column.

The Se-seang, mentioned above, is very different from the Hwi-tséen.
That work is in the form of a Dialogue, aad is written in a concise strain.

The responses or chorus are sung, which are composed without any atten-
tion to t;;e, quantity of the rhythm ; some lines of the chorus consist only
of one or two characters, and others even of twelve and fifteen, but the Jast
character invariably rhymes with the preceding line. To each of those

verses there is an appropriate tune affixed to them. This work is much

ment was removed to the east of the empire, poetry was no longer cultivated.
Confacius, lived during this period, not being called to the throne, he
pomessed not the power to induce the government to admonish the sloth-
fal—repress the froward—degrade the vicious—and promote the virtuous.
It was at this tine that he compiled the She-king, and actompmmnied it with
explanatory notes. He excluded repetitions—corrected what wasindistinct,
~~virtueus sehtiments, that were inadequate to form a precept, and those of
a vicious tendency, that did notafford a warning, were by him all laid aside.
Havisg retrenched and revisod the work, be published it, that it might puss
down to posterity. Here the student and the lover of antiquity .obtain ih-
formation, with regard to the virtues and vices of the ancients, . Here the
virtaous man finds a preceptor 3 the profligate character, motives to change
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extolled by the Chinese, both for the talent displayed, as well as for its cor-
‘rect 'sentiments. - - ' S

In the preface to the Hwa-tséen, when describing the nature of Chinese
Poetry, the following account occurs. * There aré stanzas, which consist
of ‘énly four ‘or eight lines; and which contain five of seven tharacters in
each line, and rhyme every other line.  There are also verses of five and
seven characters, of which every other character thymes? i. e. allowing the
secohd character to be Ping-shing, ¢ Even sound,’ the third would-be Tselh,
-« Oblique sound,’ either of ‘the three sounds Shang, Kew, Jih; add the
fourth character would be Ping, as the second character of ‘the same Hue.
This }hyming of characters or words, 'is. carried through the verse, so that
the first and third line, second and fourth line, rhyme character for cha-
racter. “In 'the c‘:ight linic ‘verses, while 'c;ﬁsing every other line Yo rhyme

Cha . T .

his mode of living.  The laws for poetry then laid down, though then not
hdopted, have since'become models for ten thousand ages; thas the odes of
- that age, afford ihstriction to the present day. - :
Tt was asked, in what do the B Ji, Notional &irs, and 5& ﬁ"' 'Eulogm
differ? (The She-king is divided into four parts, Fung E,Nthonal oiles,
Seaou-ya v ffané To-ya ¢ B Lewsor and greator Elcgant ‘Extracts,
and Sung Bl Eulogies.) 1 replied,T have heard that the natienal Gdes were
- written by the lower class of the people, and . were sung. by both male and
. female, dnd.contair their ideas or sentinients... ' The two sections Chaw-nan
and.Chaou-nan}'thé one contyining "eleven; and the ethér fourteen  edes; -
doné enabled the illustrious prince Wan-wiing, to régenerate- his people—
their sentiments became correct, in their.interdowrss they sifferod net thekr
plessures to approach to lewdsess:;-and when lamenting, their grief was not
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they frequently make the four middle lines still farther to agree; i. e. if
the two first characters of the third line contain a single meaning, or ex-
press two distinct actions, the two first characters of the fourth line, must
also convey one or two meanings; the same attention is also paid to
the last three characters of the middle lines; i. e. if they contain one, two,
or three significations, the third line must also contain the same number
of distinct ideas, and so through the other two lines.” This kind of verse
is considered the most difficult of Chinese poetry, and is greatly admired.
As such compositions require a retentive memory, there are but few poets
who excel in it; for though each Chinese character is a distinct word, it
often occurs that two or more characters are necessary to form a phrase.

In the Hwa-tséen, from which this is taken, there are several verses of the

carried to excess. Those writings are models for national poetry. From
the state Pe, and downwards, during the intervals of peace and commotion,
poetry of a moral and immoral tendency prevailed. The beauties of the
national airs, ascribed to the earlier poets, were by those latter writers en-
tirely departed from. Asto the Eulogy poems, they commenced during
tha Chow dynasty, and were adoped by the reigning emperors, and at an-
nual sacrifices. 'They are harmonious and grave. Their meaning is signi-
ficant and profound. And being composed by the disciples of the sages,
doubtless they will be transmitted to the latest posterity, without under-
going any alteration. Owing to the period in which the worthies lived,
who commiserating the viciated customs that then prevailed, generously,
faithfully, and sincerely endeavoured to excite the people to virtue, and to
detest vice.  This is what they aimed at. Really the eminent scholars of

the present day are unable to rank with them. As those odes are now
b



above composition, and yet the thread of the story is continued withous the
least interruption.

In the preface to the Tang-she-hs-keae, collection of short Stanzas for
the use of Literary Students, is the following ue;)unt of the progress of poe-
try: ¢ Poetry did not commence with the writers of the odes which form
the work called She-king, for the Téen-m¥, a work on poetry existed much
earlier. From that period, the writers of poetry continued to improved
till the publicatien of the She-king, which Confucius denomirated a King,
or Classical Work, a standard for succeeding ages. In the order of succes
sion, the works of Le-saou, formed a new era in Chidese poetry, which

lasted till the Han dynasty, when the poets Loo, and Le, introduced

formed into a King, or Classical work, and treat of occurrences in life, it
must be handed down. The ways of Providence are conspicuous in their
writings. It was asked, what plan should be adopted to become acquaint-
ed with them ¢ I replied, In the commencement of the work, are the odes of
Chow-nan and Chaou-nan. Seek to possess yourself of their correct prin-
ciples, and compare them with those of the Lé¥-kws period, and become
acquainted with the changes that the states underwent, Attend to the
the harmony and laws of the Ya sections, and stop with the Sung Eulogies.
‘This plan is of the greatest importance to those who wish to be acquainted
with poetry. Then each division and section will appear in connective
order. When recited, they will appear elegant and rich in thought. Ex-
amine their hidden springs, and investigate the language. It teaches to
adorn one’s self with virtue and to regulate the family ; and are the princi-
ples universally allowed. The enquirer, satisfied with the information
given, withdrew.” Choo-he, the Prince of Literature.
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the metre of five monosyllables, From the reign of Héen-te, (close of
the three contending nations), A. D. 552; names of celebrity arosed,
when every one adopted his own metre, From the dynasty Chin, to
the end of the dynasty Suy, (during an interval of about 70 yegrs,)
no regard was paid to gncient lsws laid down for poetry. At the com-
mencement of the Tang dynasty, poetsry made nearer approaghes to
perfection, and the poets Ching and Sung, who congegled under 3 plsin
style its beauties, laid aside the hombast. Their odes when sung, had
an agreeable effect. = When the dynasty Tang was in its splendour,
poetry was very generaglly cyltivated, and may be compared to a tree.
The three hundred odes (the She-king) its rqpts s the poetieal produetions
of Loo and Le, ity tender sprouts; the compositionseusing the reign of
Héen-te, its branches; during the Six Dynutiés, its leaves; when, from
Lang and downwards, its pendgnt branches bore delicate and beantiful
flowers.”.

In reference to the structure of Ghinese poetry, Sir George T. Staun-
tan’s remarks, when speaking of Chinese Poetry, in his Miscellaneous No-
tices relating tq Chins, are toq judicious not te be availed of : ¢ The great
difficulty (he says) of Chinese poetry has not been over-rated, though it seems
to have been imputed to wrong causes. The structuxe of theix poetry is in
fact much thesame in principle as that of ours. Their stanzas are measured

as with us, and the order of the characters, that is of the words, is regulated.by
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what we term their accent or intonation, just as our syllables and words,
when monosyllabical are chosen and placed according to quantity. The
besuty as well as difficulty, arising likewise  from much the same causes—
namely, the use of images, metaphors and allusions, and sometimes of in-
dividual words, which though not trite or universally obvious, at once
strike the intelligent reader, as happy and appropriate.”

Mr. Bowring's ;‘emark on Russian poety, is not inapplicable to the
Chinese, by substituting China for Russia, ¢ Many phrases cannot be verbally
rendered—many associations cannot be felt, To a Chinese red and deau-
tiful are synonymous; he uses the same word for both. Does a Chinese
see any thing brighter Mn the sun, or vaster than the ocean, or more
beautiful than a cloudless night? Is any thing more venerable than his
mountains, or more poetic than his streams™ and gardens?

The Eloge de la Villa de Mougden, traduit en Frangois par le P.
Amiot, 1770, has not met the notice of the translator, and he is indebted
to the Miscellaneous Notices for its account, From .the extracts given,
however col:rectly rendered, not retaining the form of the original, can give
the European reader but an imperfect idea of the structure of Chinese
poetry, having adopted much more freedom, than the translator of the
following work could, from the plan he has adopted, and which seems
best calculated to give the sense and meaning of his author. The same
may also be said of Du Halde, for the few poems that occur in his work

rendered from the She-king. His style is far too diffuse to give the ani-
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mating style of the original. The failure of these authors is advanc-
ed as an apology for the defects that may be noticed in the course of
the present work. As a work of fancy, the translator submits it to the
reader; and hopes, together with the notes, that while it holds forth
the spirit of the original, it will be found no small acquisition to that
branch of eastern literature to which it particularly belongs.

Aacao,

Fedruary, 1824,
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As the evening advances, rise, lean on the railing, and imbibe the cool air,
For the autumnal brecze is imbued with the fragrance of the white water lily.
A single horn of the bright moon, resembling clear water, can onl\y be seen,
For to night, it is said, heaven’s bride and bridegroom unite. *

Since love exists among the stars, and they have conjugal intercourse,
‘Why should living man endure distress, and be benumbed by the cold?
At seasons of joy and mirth, he should be sprightly and merry;

‘What should hinder his coveting a pearl, or robbinga flower of its fragrance?

s This alludes to the constellations Chih-neu ﬁ ':h‘ Lyra, and Kéen-
new 9 2 or New-lang -*' ﬁB Capricornus. The Koo-sze-yuensays, East
of the Milky Way is the constellation Chih-neu, the grand-daughter of Téen-

te, (sovereign of the stars). She was very industrious, and yearly wovearticles
of delicate texture. So intent was she on weaving, as ‘to be careless of a-
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Since persons of different sex can dwell in harmony together through life,
‘Why should not we, by a secret agreement, enjoy the entercourse of love ?
The ancients when once in love, were bent on enjoying their h;aan’s desire,—
Be therefore of a firm mind, and patiently wait till united in one. [selves;

Though mountain springs are insensible of love,yet they revolve within them-
WAy, when so much esteemed, should you believe you are forgotten ?—

The prevailing wish of the age is. that love should exist during life;
‘Why then suffer it to decay or expire ere you have half.run your course?—

Asyetl h;ve heard but of one extraordinary instance of love,
Whosehﬁtﬁral feelings resembled the sea, and vast expanse of heaven. :. -
To prevent so unusual occurrence of galantry from being unknown,

I narrate it, for the happy pair, that posterity may peruse it.

dorning her person.  Tten-te, commiserating her living alone, married her to
Kéen-vew, a constellation to the south of the Milky Way. When rixiried,
she no longer applied herself to work. The sovereign displeased, drdered
her to return to her-former residence, and from that time only permitted her
onge a year to visit-her husband, which takes place on the seventh evening of
the seventh moon. Chib-neu is now worshipped by unmarried women to ob-
tain skill in embroidery.
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It appears that at the district Woo-keang, in the province Sop-chew-foo,
Dwelt a youth of talent, whgse family name was Leang;
His father, a person of letters, was usually called Jin-po,
And his mother, a womaa of strict yirtue, was of the family Heaou.
As geese are knewn to walk alone, so did Leang, not having a brother
His sacred name was Fang-chow, and his surname, Jih-tsang.
His countenance excelled the vernal red when added to the pale white of the
moon ;
And his elegant talents promised to lead him to the sp]endﬁ tempie of fame.
As for vivacity spd mirth, he greatly resembled Ke-king,
‘While his decorous and genteel manners surpassed those of Fung-lang,
Having, ere he had attained his eighteenth year, ncquued a hterary degree.

He nmpat:ently waits that at once he may leap into his Majesty's presence,



ON LEANG'S TAKING LEAVE OF HIS MOTHER.
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Youne Leang, surprised, at finding himself alone in the silent study;
Rosed, and with a smile entered the garden, in quest of a fragrant flower.
Thelovely birds, on his entering,from the tops of the trees, welcomed the visitor,
And the flowers, for man’s enjoyment, emitted their exhalations.

As leaf, after leaf, of the full blown peach, is borne along by the stream,
So the rambler is led by allurements till his heart is broken.
The flowers fade, and drop their leaves, because spring is gone,—
Where is the man that through lifc retains the bloom of youth?

If youth be not spent in gaiety and pleasure, the life is in vain,

For few are they who enjoy the felicity of the water birds Yuen and Ying,*

* ¢ A pair of faithful birds, much employed to be emblems of matrimonial
fidelity and happiness, by Europeans called Mandarin ducks. Their prevail-

ing colour is a light yellow varied with other colours ; the head is red,
the wings black, and the tail long. They are cousidered the emblem of
conjugal fidelity, from their never pairing after the death of one; and are
caten as a philtre.”
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Which accompany and lean against cach other by the side of the pond,
With so much affection and love,—~how delightful the sight!

‘When 1 reflect, eighteen splendid Springs bave 'all passed in vain,
I often think, who through life is able to remain a solitary scholar ¥~
If now I am unable to obtain Tsuy-ying’s lovely daughter,

Ought 1 not wait till 1 have learnt the exploits of the lover Se-seang?*
Chng-éhow, I have heard, has long been famed for lovely women,
Who, with a soft pale countenance, strive to excel cach other in rich attire.
To the schools of that famed city, am I anxious to temove my abode,

For there to advantage I might realize the pleasures of the mind.’

» The Se-segng, work mentioned in the preface, is founded on the fol-
lowing accurrence. A person named Chang-sang (who was repa.lnng to
the capitsl to attend the literary examumuon), on his u'nval at Po,
heard that an elegant temple had just been built at that plape b’ order
of his majesty. Chang-sang went to see it. At that time Tsuy-sl‘).e_'
widow, with her daughter, female acrvant, and slave, were conveying the
corpse of her husband to Po-ling, to iuter it. But the country then
being infested with robbers, they were unable to proceed, when she
took up her abode in the new temple. Chang-sang, while loolung at
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With precipitate steps, he thea ascended the hall,

To communicdte his wish to his aged mother :— LR Ny it

He began by.stating, * In this village I am witbout a kind friend,

And the studeut from being alone finds it difficult to acquire fame. |
It is said, Chang-chow abounds with men of literary talents,

There to advantage I might form a frigndship with persons of repute.

My object being to seek a companion with whom I might commune,

I beg that you, kind mother, will grant my baggage to préceed. "
The lady replied, *My son, listen to what I bave to prt;pose.

Having heard that a communicative friend makes a good fellow student,

the imilding saw Ying-ying, the dsughter of Tsuy-she ; sire being exceeding-
ly handsome he fell in love with her; and begged of her sevvant, who was
called Hung-neang, to communicate the ssme to -her ‘Mistress, .On the
15th of the second moon, while Ying-ying was offering up prayers with
offerings to her deceased parent, a number of persons.came on purpose
to see her, among others was Sing-fe-hoo, the chief of the bamditti, who
it is said, commanded 5000 men. He afterwards surrounded the temple,
and wanted to seize Ying-ying, and compel her to be his wife. The peo-
ple being unable to oppose a force so formidable, Tsuy-she, addressing
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You can reside with your aunt Hesou, in the héen district,.. ... ./
Wheo, since we took Jeave. of each.other, has heon constantly inmy mind.
'l‘o-momw; will be.the anniversary -of hér birth day,. .
You will take a fow presents, and go and congratnlate her.at it's netuin.. ./
In the house of your aunt,'you may persue.your varioms studies,
And there seek an aceotuplished eompanion, one after your own mind,
Ere long, my son, Ihope you will pluck the Olea Fragrans from the moon,
And at the autumn enmmatlon have yourn name enrolled wuth your ancestors.
1 only regret, ﬂut yonr honored father l:ves so remote as Yen-kmg,

For now I shall have no one to assist in managing the family affairs.
[} P I ' L ey et _’—’-‘_’__'f'—

the prleot! ;‘nd whoever can devise a plan to defeat these ii‘iundeters;'%r
priest or not, 1 Will give my daughter Ying-ying to wife. Chang-sang,on

hearing of it, and being well acquainted with Too-kes, a genenl of that
country, despatched him a letter, who came, and after sevéral sevére Ibattleh
dispersed the banditti. - The mother of Ying-ying. clated, instaptly pro-
mised her daughter to Chang-sang, who after obtaining literary honors
at the capital, returned and ‘married the amiablé Ying-ying. Her chiafinis,
and filial affection for her deceased parent, reader Ying-ying s agreeahle
heroine. The §e-mn§ is freque_ntly alludgd to in th?s' poem.

I
LR
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My son, you must early contrive to plan a speedy return,
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Thereby preveat your aged mother from leaning over the door.with expectatioa.”
When she had thus spoken, Yih-tsang took an hasty leave of his mother,
When several domestics entered to carry his baggage on board.

The presents of various kinds being prepared,
He left his mother and proceeded to the river Chang.

et

AN INTERVIEW WITH HIS AUNT HEAOU.

The boatman was ordered in haste to cast off the pimi,
When the boat glided along, as a leaf impressed on the green surf.
'The echo of the hoatman’s song, being heard from heyond the clouds,
‘Cy.nped him to forget to observe the flight of the ominous bird Gow.

" On the boat anchoring at Soo-chow, Leang went or shore, .
:An(l entered theA city, revelgentl.y to pay his respects to his aunt.‘ e
His servaat was despatehod to aunounce his arrival, o

‘When the lady communicated her pleasure to see Master Leang.
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The youth, on sceing. his aunt, hastily made a low bow,” . [return.

And wid, By my mother’s command I congratulate ypu an your birth day’s *

She has sent you a few presents, which she begs yau ta accept, . N

<
Though triﬂing. they manifest her kind remembrapce. ”
The lady, on hearing ‘what he said, was exceedingly elated,
‘Whea with a smile and affable air, she thus accostod young Leang, -
«* Doubtless your honored mother continues to enjoy many a blessing, !

And my brother-in-law, at the metropolis, is in his wented good health.. *

1 am happy to-learn, that my nephew delights in literary persuits,
And is intent on plucking the Olea Fragraus from the palace of the moon.
Aguin, 1 heartily thank you for your many.and valuable presents,
‘Their remembranck, 1 will cherish in my heart, and will neter forget.them.™

Youtg Leang, addressing her, said, ‘¢ It is unnecessary to flatter,
For such t;iﬂiixg invaluablc presents, I blush at what you say;
My father and mother, relying on your auspicies, are happy,

But (1) your nephow has not intellect, to continue the fame of his ancestors.
c .
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‘The place of my nativity, enjoying but few literary men,
And having no one to aid my studies, I easily forget what I have learnt.
Long since, having heard that at your honored abode, virtuous men abound,

I am therefore come to ask a friend to seek me an able tutor,”

The lady, on hearing what Leang said, with a smile.replicd,
1 know my son, that your aspiring mind, is suppressed only by u{heuvens;
That your talents equal those of Pa-tow,* which others with difficulty attain,
And ere many days, your name will be recorded in the temple of fame.

If you object not to remain in my retired and humble abode,
You can dwell here for the present and persue your various studies.” .

Master Leang, on hearing the kind offer of his aunt, made a profound baw,

. e i -

‘When he said,* Yourkindness, in granting me a study,shall never be forgotten,”

* Pa-tow, was a name given to Tsaou-tsze-kéen, who lived about B. C. 200.
He excelled in writing Poetry and Essays. Tsay-ling-hwan, estimating the
talents of the empire at ten, affirmed that Tsaou-tsze-kéen possessed eight
of the number, or as it occurs in the original, Pa-tow, hence his name. Tsze-
kéen, was much given to liquor, and on that account degraded, and banished
from the capital by his brother Tsaou-pei, sovereign of Wei. The letters he
addressed his brother, lamenting his fate, are interesting as to matter and style.
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Again, addressing the lady, he thus further accosted her,
1 am anxious of knowing where my uncle is discharging his office ;
I also desire that I may be favored with an interview with my cousin,

Thereby restore peace to my mind, for we have long been separated.”

The lady answering him, was pleased thus to reply,
“ My husband, by letter informs me, that he is raised to the rank of General.

My son is now in his study investigating the ancient classics,

Having of late entirely neglected his literary persuits.

It is a fortunate occurrence, that you my virtuous Nephew are come,
For by you, the mind of my stupid doltish boy, will be illumined. "

She ordered the servant instantly to call his young; master,
When Heaou, in obedience to his mother’s com@nd, entered the hall.

The two brothers, on meeting, seemed highly pleased with an interview,
When banquetting wine was ordered in honor of the natal day;
Thaus the two youths.sat pledging and repledging, at the head of the hall, ‘

Till their countenances, from inebriation, became florid. '
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On looking ateach other, they percewed they resembied the fiéwer of the peach

- f-
And 4hat the lonely moon's shadow shone on the western wall.

N TR

On Vnslnng good mght to the ludy, as they repmred to thelr room’

The two youths hnnd m hand, sauntered nlong by tbe garden nllmgq

R B Lot coabulppet—

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE TWO BROTHERS. = "

—

XN 3

The wmdmg path, on each sudc was plmted with small bamboos ;

“ i PR TR |

On passing the golden fish pond they came to the nuncry of ﬂowers
After ascendmg the terra.ce. they went dnrect to the azurc-cloud room,

‘Where the servmt stood with a candle, to conduct them to their npnrtment

PR S P T . f Io.

On taking a seat, ﬂ;e two youths sat at thenr ¢ase, and talked of plea.sure, 0
Till they saw the moon's bright rays shine through the window; L

When Heaou, on rising,. thus addressed young Leang,

‘“Brother, see, the moon's light casts the flower's shadow within the window.
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Thus men, I think, should be as complaisant as the flower and shadow,
And not mourn ifor grieve, but be grateful for the splendoir of Bpring.
In he affairs of the world, you. see there is much hurry and bustle,

1 would .ask,: why is.it g life of so much anxiety f”,

Yih-tsang, with.a smile, in answer replied, '

¢ Virtuaous brother, -I will tell you for your instruetion, - » -~ - . 1.

That there are noney:but what covet pleasure and mirth: ;.

Or that like fo ramble remote from their native village:— = ..

dtis giior fiwe that incessantly drags us through lifes

‘What is it else that emables us 16 dine on the road or dleepron the water )."'—:

While the two youths were, thus agreeably coaversing together, B

A message came from Mrs. Heaou requesting her son's gtiendance. .
On taking leave of his brothar, Hesou sscended the hall,

And left: ¥ib-tsanng.at the window to persue his lucubrations. -

| R Iy 1 I T YR R S SPOUY SOUPRIE BRI

et b T i, e e U T e g vt
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THE YOUNG LADIES AT CHESS.
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YoungLeang now saw that the lwok stands were filled with hooks, row after row;
And perceived that the flowers in every direction sent forth their fagrance.
On the table lay the pearly dulcimer, with its silver strings,
And in the brazen vase, was lit a stick of famed incense.

The silver sang and pearly flute, hung against the wall,
And in the corner was placed a double set of dice with the chess boand.
On each side of the room were suspended ancient drawingsand elegantstansasy

i

And the newly: blown flowers were arranged in a line.

As he approached the witidow, he beheld a beautiful prospect,’
And also perceivéd a railed path which led to the white lily pond.
The white stork,.on seeing mun, retires with a light step to the mood, ' "’
And the bending willow causes, by the wind, a ripple on the stream. '
On entering the garden, about to cross the red bridge at the head of the pond,

He perceived, in the water, aripple agitating the reflection of the bright moon.
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On each side of it's banks, danced the drooping willow,
‘While in the shade lay the boat for gathering the fruit of the water-lily. ¢

‘The sportive fish caused the ripple on the water to sparkle,
‘While the reflection of the clouds in the pond, appe;red a vast vo‘id: .‘
On crossing the bridge, he ascended to the cool pn.vil;on,

‘Where be leaned over the balusters and plucked the wild flowers.

On his reaching the branches of the Too-we, to obtain their dew,
Their motion, unexpectedly, alarmed the birds, which flew in confusion.
The cry of the Too-keuen,t was as if weeping for the moon ‘expir.‘in‘g, ‘
‘While the cries of the yellow bird, enraged the visitor's breast. R

The motion of the branches effaced the moon’s bright r.eﬂection,

When the dew, from their tops, besprangled his clothes.

# In the provinces of Fo-kien and Canton, the water-lily is cultivated very
generally, it's root is a common article for the table, and the seeds are mnc:h
esteemed. At Canton there are ponds, or land inundated for rearing them,
several acres in exent, hence the poetical allusion of a boat for gathering the
flowers. The white flowers, by the Chinese, are prefered to the red. L

+ A species of the cuckoo, the harbinger of Spring.
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After crossing the fittle bridge, he came to the winding path, - e
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‘When he saw, in luxariance, the green plams hanging on each side. ' ' /7

—

It was there, that he first saw a pair of peacocks just flown from tixc moon
And parots. of loﬂy note, in cages of gold. S
Before him lay the islnn‘d called 'l‘s;ang chuen,

On its hnks da.nccd the thousand leaved peach.

From henee a road he imagined must lead to the munorhl sprmgs, .
If so, how desureable for him to become the fisherman Yu- lenng !
On ukmg a few retrognde steps to the west, he entered thc nlmond grovc
Where he sav the dehcate red almonds whch bad strove to appear in Sprmg

. "
The grass, had grown luxunantly, and o“scured the path

And the spreadmg bram:hcs of the Tseang we, + ascended abovc the Iofty wall.

Having no taste for admiring the fowers that were.in full bloom, - .
With a slowful nnd careless step he strooled back to his study.

R B 4

<« * Yu-leang, & person, in ancicnt stery, said to have met with an immortal
at the sacred streams Taou-yu. + Tseang-we, or Too-we, a rose that grows
large, likc a vine, and that bears flowers in clusters.
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‘While considering, the eastern wind, wafted the sound of the chess board,
‘Who, thought he to himself, can be thus happy?
At ¢this late hour, isit posible that any one can be playing at chess ?

‘When, without the least noise, he lightly tripped to the eastern room.

From a distance, he saw a seat in the Mow-tan summer house,
And by the refiected shadow of the flowers, he espied a lamp 3
When he perceived several persons were standing beneath the flowers,

‘Whose shouts of laughter, repeatedly burst on his ear.

Such shrill sounds, he thought, must doubtless come from some gay lass,
‘Which being wafted by the wind, were asa breeze impregnated with perfumes.
On advm;:ing towards the pavilion, he espied,

Several girls walking to and fro among the flowers.

By a fortunate occurrence,s cloud at that moment obscurred the bright moon,
When the servans, through, mishke,..ljecqgliﬁ_zed him for young Heaou;
By their not entering the summer house,<4g inform their Mistress,

Leang w:s ‘cnabled to reach thé stotic balustrades of the pavilion,
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There he beheid, to his surprise, two lovely young women,i «
Sitting tittering, while pliyeg at chess by the aid of the'silvenlight. .« - /.
The hair of her: who sat tpwards the south, did not reach beyond ler shoulders,
On glancingan eye, who could have known his spitits weuld bave hetinwounded 1
These ladles, he might be certain, were not morhl crea.tum, , ‘
For they greatly resembled ‘those genn who retained a thought of Lew lmg
This mght, » mere glance of their persons, mnde him courageoux,
‘When adjusting his clothw, he entered to view thcnr beautiful forms.
Little did he think, that while surpnsmg the ladlos, he would be smmzn by a
glmce of the. eye. [ﬂowers! »
““What l’ exclauned they, « therc is & young man rushmg from among the
Down the ladies threw the drafts, md hastily ran away
‘When Leang enduvonred minutely to survey t.hem
* “Hé could only perceive, that as she cast her almond eyes on him,

Shé ‘resetbled the flower Foo-yung,®and her eyebrowsthe willow's leaf.

-

* Hibiscus ‘MAutpbi_lu,‘_ a handsome groying lower.,‘,



A red dot, on her chin, gave beauty to her person,
While her elegant form was enough to break the heart of man,
As each succeeding gust of the vernal breeze, moved her dress,

He beheld the golden lilies (her small feet), which exceeded not threg inches.

On her looking round, with a smiling countenance,
He was as one death-smitten by the side of the Sowers.
The servants, in waiting, with their Mistress, instantly vithdre‘w.' N
When Leang, leaniog against the railings, appeared as intoxicated.
The two sisters, grasping each other by the pearly hand,
Surprized, dsined not a word, but entered the fragrant apartment.
- ,
PIH-YUE, GOING AFTER THE CHESS BOARD.
When the fair lady, had seated herself in her arm ghair,
Miss Yaou-séen called her servant Yun-heang,—

 When, ” said she, ¢ Several of you were without the palisades, ‘
‘Why permit that youth to @pproach without announcing him ?
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From the day of my birth, of him I have not the least knowledge ;
To be seen unveiled, greatly disturbs my mind,
1 should like to know to what family this rude youth belongs,
For such liberties, shew a want of good breeding.”
Yun-heang, on hearing what her Mistress said,
Thus simply replied for the information of the young lady,
«¢ Your slave, with several others, while standing beneath the flowering shrubs,

‘Were unable, from the moon being obscured, to discern who slyly walked along.

‘We, all concluding that it was no other than Master Heaou,
Therefore, did not think his approach a breach of good breeding.
Miss Tsae-ke, on rising, thus addressed her companion,

This morning, when I left the inner hall with the servants,

A person came and announced the arrival of Master Leang ;
Your Mother welcomed him into the adjoining room, to regale himself;
1 suppose, through inebriation, he has taken a ramble by the light of the moon ;

Seeing nothing but the flowers, he rushed forth, where was the harm "
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‘When Tsae-ke had thus spoken, Yaou-séen calling to Pth-yud, said, - -

TRMA
SE A A
E — 7
i B
BERE
- F R

77

<< You left the chess-board with its men on the table;
‘Whea you think young inng has withdrawn,
You will go for the board and bring it with speed,”
Prh-yud, on l;eing bid, hastened into the garden,
On following the winding path, she passed along by the flowers to the fnh pond :
‘While at a distance, she -per.ccived. that young Leang had not left, h

Baut looked, as one foolish or intoxicated, leaning against the railings.

Hiy hand supported his cheek, whilst he appeared lost in thought,

Doubtless, thought she, be has fallen in love with our amiable ladies.
Can { imagine that the ladies of the retired apartments will think of you!

For how many youths of the age perish, through love for the fair!

As she adyanced towards the Mow-tan summer house,
Young Leang, 3t a distance, made her a polite bow,
‘When addressing her, said, ** My soul with my spirit,

Has flown away with the ladies, 1 know not whither.
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On geeing you advance, Miss, I know-yon are disposed, = = ...
To aid me, in imitating the conduct of the sovereign of Tsoo.*
‘Whose dsughter is the lady, that I saw in white? '

She certainly is the goddess C‘hang-go,'f from the palace in the moon ;

Or doubtless, is an mgel that has descended from huven,

‘Who, aﬂer robbmg men of their souls, take thelr flight. .
On Ieavmg the room, she cast on me the glance of her eye,
‘When her nrtful snnle, excited my nﬂ'ectlons, and made me courageous.

By your aid, I am desn'ous of communicating with her, by means of alettcr.
And thus nmtate the conduct of Chang-sang, by the aid of little Hung-ueang.
Pih-yu?, on hearing what he said, being indignant thus replied, =~ ¢
“ Do yo take the Iadles of the retired Aapartments to be Se-seang?

‘Who is‘Miss Hﬁnaneang,'that she should deliver your letters of love?
Or,how dare the red dust (carnal desires) to entor the celéstial.palace. -

/
'

* It is said of Tsoo-seang, the sovereign of the state Tsoo, that while at
‘Woo-shan, in Kaou-tang, he passed the night with a genius, who:.on leaving
him, called herself The morning cloud and evening dews,

+ Chang-go, in ancient story, was the wife of How-seth, who begged of the
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1 beg, Sir, that you: will deeline speaking on love. affaits, . )
For the secluded lmdtes have beem taught to.remain as unsnllied as isieles, -
Cease, therefore, to think of possessing the celestial pml; peagh,* .-
Or being .in love with the red almoud by the. side of the sun.
Hasten home, and seize with speed, the massive wosipen,
And slay those feelings, which cduse you to love.” .

On her slyly procedding to the tuble, to.seize the chess-board, = - -
Young Leang, with a smile, thus further accosteft ‘her: "«
« If crystal stalactites, as you say, canitot be sullied with dust, - !
Why did she excite in me those painfal feetings of love?

When, with a gay air and undis¢losed face, she laughed at me,—
How say, there i$ no road for Lew-lang + to the celestial altar.t

goddens Wang:moo, a madicine that, confers, ipmpoxtality. -Ghang-gp withont
the knowledge of her husband, eat it, and was instantly translated to p supposed
pelace in the moon. . She is now considered the Yenus of China. : | -
# It is fabled, 'that the goddess Wang-moo, planted a peach in the westarn
hemisphere, which bore fruit of a beautiful carnation colour.
t+ Lew-lang, a fisherman, of ancient story, is said to have arrived at a
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1 hope, Miss, you will shew me the way to the biue bridge, ¢
Then I will never forget how much I am indebted to you.”

Pih-yu¥, on hearing what he said; with a smile replied,
« Those who are not in love, cannot sympathize with those who are,—
‘When my Mistress smiled, could it be on any other account,
Than on seeing you, Sir, as you advanced, entadgled inanet? -

You may talk, Sir, as much as you please about love,
My Mistress does not grieve, nor will she listen to what you say.”
‘When she had thus spoken, with a smile she withdrew,
And left Yih-tsang. expiring among the flowers.

Since his mind, without any cause of his own, has been thus wounded, .
‘Who can pity him, though, this njght he has been bitten by the frost.

sacred 'ighind bbyoml the Tlou-yuen strenms, where be lived - with those
" who had ‘become inmortat. :
* One Po-kang resides at the blue bridge, whoever cromes it, is by herul—
« mitted into a shu of bhss .

PR TR
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LEANG'S PRIVATE THOUGHTS.
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‘WaiLe his eye accompanied the fair nymphs, as they hastily withdrew,
He could only notice their dress, as the moon shone through the willows.
A few stars, here and there, besprangled the Milky Way;
He fain would have dettt;)yed the flowers on account of their fragrance. .
The besutuful order of the garden, added fresh grief to his mmd 3 [dnons.
‘When witha sluggtdl step he returned to his room,—the duhna appeared te-
He then recollected what had plued between him and his brother Huou,
That we ought not to grieve, when beneath the moon, nor in the pmence of
 the flowers. )

Bouncing on Iur, as when unexpoctedly meeting with an enemy or c;editor,
It was impossible for mn no"t to bave his feelings dutreued;
Nor cease scheming, till he hd mmeded in carrymg her off; (flowers?
For who, for sucha lovcly woman, wonld refuse dymg in the presence of the

[
E
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On retiring to his bed; he was unable to sleep the whole night,
For his heart and mind were suspended to this beawtiful Miss;
By the light of the lamp, to him she uppear'ed exceedirigly handsome,
And her elegant gait, made her excel the generality of women.
|
In her lmr, was stuck a single flower of the Epedendum; )
Her upper dress was of white silk, her pettucoat of rich cnpe,

The former of which extended only to her knees;

‘And her delicate ﬁngers gently struck the board with the knngs asshe crossed it
s

"t

lt is nnneceasary to say, that the young gentlemm s heart was confused

For I believe the god Fith would have been in love mth her o

The, person, dressed in black, who sat towards the north, was also ‘Pretty,
But he loved only the fmr l;dy who was dressed in wlnte

St e ., 1

Ia the mndst of the ﬂowers, he stood as one benumbed,

i

Earaged beanse he could not ﬂy to her sude -

e e .
Snddenly he was roused by the loud sound of the mormng drnm 3

As the moon dropt and stars disappeared, the clouds were |llummed
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LEANG INTERROGATING HIS AUNT.

x
ERHE ERGAES
&l HA BHUERS

LR

&
B
i
i
e
3

B> RN

FEHFN
1 E W
T35 1-8-1 3

ﬁﬂ%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁ%%)ﬁf‘li

Wasn the rod-orb made its appearance in the cast, ‘ o
The distressed knew no selief to his sosrow, though the day had began to dawn. .
The uncabiness of his mind mada it unploasat either to wash or to dress,
When with a lazy step he slowly entered the priacipal room.

‘The lady, having previqusly entered and taken her seat,

Qn secing bim approach, thus politely accosted him;
+¢ Yirtuous Nephew, your remainiag alone in the retived study, .

Disengaged, the day to you must appear tedicus. -

By the side of your study is a bridge, which leads to the garden,
‘Where are famed flowers and lovely birds, with an enchanting prospect.
When, from intease application, you are wearied by the study of poetry,
‘What should prevent your taking a ramble, by way of recrcation i

The student, from what passed, took occasion thus to reply,

** Last night, while I was inhaling the fragrance of the flowers,
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I beheld a lovely prospect, which might be compared to the region of bliss,
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For the rambler, so intoxicated with its beauties, never thought of returning.

By chance, I rovéd towards the Mow-tan summer house,
‘Where I unexpectodly saw 'a pair of lovely ladies st chess; .
They sat in the presence of.the lamp, tittering and moving their kings.

But as yet 1 am ‘unscquainted with their names,”

His Aunt, replied, ¢ They are the duughters of my brother and sister,
They are within, and are come to celebrate my birth day's anniversary.
She who you saw with short hair, her name is Ma,

Her mother and I, are <lder and younger sisters.

Her usual name is Tsao-ke, and is aged fifteen,
She is well skilled in the affairs of life, and excels the generality of women.

‘While conversing with her yesterday, at the entertainment,

I promised- that my son should receive her in marriage.

She, whose hair reaches her shoulders, is my niece,

Whose chief delight is to appear in white attire,
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Her fragrant name is known % be that of‘Y'aou'-ﬁen, ‘
She is of the family Vang; and is just tarhed the agh eighiteen.

Every ode that she composes, astonishes mankind, o
And when she dictates laws to the harp, it sounds louder and louder;
Being thokoughly versed in every affiir in life,

Doubtless she surpasses the whole province, and knows no equal.

For yolit;-u;s:s nnd g‘entle min;ncu, 1 think a sccond is‘nouo be found,
Her golden lili;s (het amnll feet) * do mot measure three inches.”
Young Leang’s spirits, on hearing what pnlssed, were bewildered; A
For while he remained .in the hall, his heart was in the female spartments.

* The golden lilies has reference to lady Pwan, who was concubine to
prince Tung-hwan, who lived about A. D. 900. She was considered an ex-
cellent dancer. The prince, it is said, had the flower of the water-lily
made of gold, six éubits’ ‘high, from whic’h was suspended ‘precious jewels.
The wall and ceiling of the room, ‘was puinted to resemblé the léuds. - 'He
chused lady Pwan to 'bind her feet in the shape of s half ‘mooh; by mékns
of tape, over which she wore a stocKing, and ‘requested her to dance on
the top of the flower of the watet-lily, whick she did, -and hppa.rcd
a whiiling in the clouds; the effect; it is said, ‘was grand. From this, tis
probable, originated the singular custom, with the women of €hinva, of binding
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The lady, again g.nd‘min, put to him guegtions, )
To which he replied only in a ¢confused indistinct manner. ‘
Perceiving him thus dejected, orders were given for the wine to be placed
In the Gow-hwa hall, that they might enjoy the pleasant s_plendo&g of S!‘)rin_g.

The student merely accompanied the lady, wherever she went,

And when seated, lazily lifted the golden geblet to taste its contents.

As the fngrant ﬂowers, to those in love, are void of smell

He asked of lmnself where is the angehc ¢reature gone tha.t I saw last mght?
The 1ady, yetcemng what tronbled his mmd

Gave orders for the mmds to attend on the wme;

‘When, smllmg, she thus accosted young Leang,

“ Those who study, I have heard, can pluck the Ole Pragrans from themoon. *

their feet, and causing them to be small ; for many of their customs, or fashions,
such as painting their eyebrows, and dressing their hair to represent birds,
have originated from similar trivial circumstanges. JIn poetry, their, small feet
(the smaller the more genteel) are geneully styled the flower of the water u,,

* The obtaining the Olea Fragrans, isa poetical figure, and remlnds one of
the Roman crowns of laurel, sought by and bestowed on poe.ts and orq,tors,_ at

their public games.
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It has been said, that the goddess Chang-ge, loves those that are youngy -

Eaxmso

It has long been my wish that my Nephew might eater the palacs Kwang-hans
‘When, after a few days has elapeod, I will make a'ptoposal for your marriage,
And for my precious youth, will 1 select a beautiful Miss.™
Young . Leaog, fully umderstood the lady’s mesning,
Resoming his pleasing countenance, drank freely of the golden goblet. ' -
——

THOUGHTS WHILE WALKING BY THE LIGHT OF THE MOON.
. —_— R
Ow' finishing the wine, Loung-sang propesed -retusning to his’ reom’s '

But while in the presence of the flawers, he bounced against young Heaou,

By.him he was constrained to go sad p\p_rchn‘e some books snd a fan, -, ;

Not being able to decline, he consented to accompany him, . . . .
They loiw“'%n?! gtill thc ev'cning admced, .

R

And returned only as the sun sunk behind the weslern mountain. [flowers?
‘While done, he sud «'Whois able to stop my teus, wlnch ﬂow bmde of tho

All from my heart being wounded, and Iuvmg no one to lean on !

-
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Oa petiring to his roorss, he sidl, ** Last night ] trespaseéd an epchanted ground,
For the: dosives and fieelings qf love, seem to penetrate my very gall, e
Pain would ‘I imitate the conduct of Chamg-sany,
But the servant objects acting the part of Hung-nceng.
Being unable to slecp, from.cherishing these thoughts in my ming,
T will arime and ihehold the deantiful QlWr of the modn.”
Then the bright moon was only %0 be seen, for man was in his first nap,
And the nightly breeze wys.imbagd with the fragrance of the flowers.
He presumed, that the fair ladies, had retired from the garden, (heart !
For how. were they 4o kanow, that in the study, there wasa youth hreakinghis
“My grief " resumed lie, * i occasioned by a sinile, whicki snnk dcep in my’
And, by my feetings, 1'am as one dragged ito'an immense ocesh.”  {wind
Why am I, this'night, i swch ‘distress, on sccount of thest ladiest '/
Having no asociate, but ihe flecting shadow of the moon, '~ -
;;imem, 1 would not befieve the anguish of & troubled mind, "
B;:t, this mgﬁt,mdoed, I am ‘n o;:e bennmbed. . o -

Leta
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Their apartment, though only a few cubits distant, is to me as remote as the
heavens;

While the chattering of the birds, with the flower’s fragrance, add to my distress.
Here 1 stand without dependance or support, beside of the flowers,
Late at night, till the cold penetrates my inner garments.”

On turning himself round, he entered the Mow-tan pavilion and took a s‘ut,
When he heard, in the air, the repeated cries of the wild geese.
By them he was desirous of sending a letter to his beloved,
Did he not think, that their lofty flight, was to distract the stranger’s mind. .

He was now intent playing, beneath the moon, on his favorite violin,
And detail his feelings, as the bird Fung when seeking its mate Hwang. *
§till he was fearful, that the retired apartment lay too remote,
So be remained before the flowers bowed down with grief.

* The birds Fung and Hwang, are two imaginary birds, variously describ-
ed, the latter is the female. History frequently makes mention of their
appesrance, and they are considered the king and queen of the feathered
tribe. Their appearance is ominous of national prosperity.

| 4
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Thus early have 1 learnt to know, the pains of love, which occur in every age ;
‘Would it not be better to remove my dwelling by the side of the Kwei tree? *
I fancy, I now see a gust of wind, moving her garments, ‘
O1 when will the man of grief be able to present the marriage presents !

‘What fate has not decreed,—in vain are the trickling tears of grief,
And heaven is unable to teach one the exploits of Lew-lang?”

‘When he had thus spoken, he heard the drum announce the second watch,
His clothes being wet with tears, he retired to his room.

* The Olea Fragrans, but he means by the side of his beloved.
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THE YOUNG LADJES’ RETURN HOME,
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Wy will not continue to detail the distress that Leang endured, A
But of an individual Miss, who dwelt in the retired apartment,

After she had remained several days at her aunt Heaou's,
Her domestic servant came to request her speedy return.

Her aunt Heaou, repeatedly entzeated her to remain, but she wouldnot;
Having taken leave, she commenced her journey, and was soon out of siglit,
On her retarn home and making her respects to her father and mother,
She carefully lifted the golden lilies, and entered the embroidered room.

Prh-yu#, who waited on her with the keys, unlocked the silken door,

When Yun-heang, entered to open the gauze windows;
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Le-chun, with speced, dusted the dressing glass and toilet;

In the sacred vase, Yiih-1éen, offered some fragrant insence,

Kin-han, laid the coverlet over the fire sereen, to perfume it,
‘When Yiih-yen, proceeded to dust the curtains and bedding
Ko-ying, repaired to the purling spring for fresh water,

While Yiith-hwa, stuck a flower of the Mow-tan, in the flower stand,

Yun-ke, came and made enquiries of the lovely Miss,

If her Aunt’s mansion and garden were Ple;qanﬂy situated.
Yaou-séen, replied, <“The house is handsome, and garden umbrageous,

And the flowers and shrubs are in bloom all the year.round.

The fish pond, greatly resembles that in our garden,
And the Mow-tan summer house is both cool and shady,”
Prh-yu¥, addressing her Mistress, thus spoke, ‘Madam,

The evening I met Master Leang, for on‘ce 1 acted foolishly s

My folly was occasioned by your being in company with little Miss Ma; ‘

And hitherto, I have been unable to acquaint you with what occurred ;
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Your slave, on going that evening to bring the chess board, ‘
Saw that young Leang had not retired to his room.

He was then leaning against the pillay, confused, as though intoxicated ; ‘ ‘
On sccing your slave, he mentioned what occurred to his mind.
He said, “When he had a glimpse of your lovely face,
His soul fled with you into the silken apartment.

His chief desire is to be united with you by marriage, '
And of imitating the eoﬁrtship that united Yuen to the family Lew.
All that be mid, was the sincere language of love;

One expression that he made use of, ¢ was breaking his heart.’

‘When I saw him, and heard whathesaid, I could not refrain from laughing,
To think that a female of a different family, should so much engross his mind.
In the world, can their be such snother loving foolish youth,

That tbe object of his desires shoyld be suspended to his heart.

I know not how much his feelings are wounded,

Baut 1 fear, being sick of love, he will die on account of a flower.
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‘When 1 addressed him g few scoldung admongtoq sentences,
He repeatedly sighed from severe distress of mind,
Love, like a fallen flower, delights in following the stream
But 1 am not the person who can ease his troubled breast.”
When Yaou-séen, heard what passed, she laughed prettily,
To think, that in the world, there should be such a foolish youth.
She mid, ‘“From time immemorial, numbers, who out of regard for the fair,
Have forsook their families, and died on account of love;
Such conduct seems natural to loving youths,—
‘Who, on seeing a virtuous girl, can refrain from esteeming her ™
But the conduct of woman is required to be chaste,
A depraved thought should not be permitted to enter the bride's chismbesr,
Teo-day I reside towards the north, while he dwells on the south,
Should he follow the bent of his mind, no road leads to those distant parts.
I will drop the screen, to screen myself from the influence of the flowers
and moon, {room.

And prevent the butterflies, on ascending the eastern wall, from entexing my




39

ON PURCHASING A STUDY.
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‘W will not narrate what passed between the Mistress and maids,

But again relate of the broken hearted student.
When he heard that the fair ladies had returned home,

The news was as acute to him, as rending asunder of the intestines. [creased.
Being thus separ;ted, the difficulty of obtaining his beloved, was thereby en-
For the road, which extends from earth to leaven, cannot be discerned,
He said, “If I am unable in this life, to obtain what I so much desire,
Doubtless it is owing to irreverently worshipping the Gods in a former state.
Daily do 1 perceive accumulating sorrows to fall on me,
And nightly T cease not to weep before the silver light,
Thus, from constantly thinking on her-lovely person, I am become emaciated,
While the sacred lamp, snd volumes of books are neglected.
Whether sloep, or uwike,« my thoughts on her-account are so confus:d,

That being deranged, 1 invert the order of my dress;—
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Love can devise no plan to ease this troubled mind,
But by going and seeking out the residence of this woman.™
He then enquired of the boys and servants respecting Heaou’s residence,
Who all replied, that father Heaou, lives at Héen-fang,
As soon as he had changed his attire, he went himself in quest of her ;—

The stately house he discovered, but was unable to see the young lady.

. Though the house was large and spacious, no servant could be seen,
That would become the bearer of a letter to the retired apartment.
Perceiving no opportunity to dispel the grief of his mind,

He continued to walk to and fro in front of the mansion.

On his pereeiving that the adjoining house was unoccupied, .
And that a single wall only separated it from the female apartment,
He ordered his servant to ascertain to whom it belonged,—
‘Who, on his return informed him that the house was to.be sold.
¢ Within,” said he, ¢ the house as to dimensions, is as large as father Yang’s,

‘With a spacious garden, that contaius a fish pond.”
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Young Leang, on hearing what was said, exceedingly elated,
Concluded that he cauld not be far from the palace of the immortals,
Since this enchanted hill bas a road that leads to the angelic creature,
I will retire to rest, and delightfully dream of meeting her at Kaou-tang.
On his return home, he orderod the scrvant with speed to make f ;rther enquiries,

That he might purchase a road that inyisibly leads to the fragrant room. [gold.

**To obtain the building,” said he, I will not grudge a thousand picces of
And will order the joiner to build a goad room for a study.
The back-garden shall be laid out with the choicest taste;
To the west of which shall be raised the Evening-fragrant hall.
By the side of the flowers, I will crect a winding railing,
That the eastern wind may send forth the fragrance of every rarc flower;
To the north shall be built the Secluded-spring room,
Where famed flowers, of every kiund, shall be arranged on each side.
From thence, a spring of water shall flow to ti:e pond,

While the bason, for the gold and silver fish, shall appear in front of the.garden.

G
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On each side shall be planted the delicate draoping willow,

&
&
St

And near to each other, shall be the red and white water lilies.

The room for observing the passing clouds, shall front the east,

And be ornamented with divers colours to reflect the evening's splendoar.

In two rows shall be planted the peach and black bamboos,
While the red railings, shall lead to the hall of delightful odours.

In front of the hall, shall grow many a rare shrub,
And handsome pans of blown flowers shall be arranged on each side.
Po the south, shall be raised a temple to the green plum,

Which pillars, shall be inlaid with five different calours.

A hill shall be formed with stones of grotesque appearance,
On which birds and strange beasts shall appear in motion.
It's beautiful appea_ganf:e? shall excite the envy of the gods, -
‘While it's lovely prospect shall surpass the garden of the immaortals,
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ON VISITING AND WRITING AN ODE.
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Youxg Leang, on taking leave of his Aunt removed bis luggage,
When, in company with his Nephew, he repaired to his mansion.
On the two youths entering the newly built study,

Yib-tsang, thus addressed his Nephew,

“As in the adjoining house, lives your uncle General Yang,

Whose.libnry from mine is only separated by a thin wall,

It is my duty to repair to him and pay my respects,

I hope my brother you will accompany me to his elegant hall.”

. Master Heaou, highly pleased at what was proposed, consented,
When, with young Leang, on sending in their card entered the inner hall.
Father Yang, as soon as he saw the card, recognized the names,

And requested the two young worthies to enter.

The two youths, instantly entered to pay their respects;
When, after taking tea and making civil inquiries,
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While looking at the fish pond and gallery, which had a splendid appearance,
They saw, in the Hopeful-spring summer house, some lines of poetry.
The verses, it appears, had just been written and pasted against the wall,
For the damp of the wall had caused the ink to run on the paper.
T Asthe elegant pencil had beent used in praise of the fish pond and willows,

The two youths approached to examine it more minutely.

N>

THE ODE.

Who could it be that planted the drooping willow within the pond,

‘For the spring breese, causes its delicate branches to agitate the water’s bosom.
Being of a beautiful green, should it not be planted by the side of the stream ?
Who is there that can transplant it and make it a native shrub?

L ol
The gentleman, who stood by their side, with a smile artfully said,
«« At such a dull performance, who can refrain from laughi‘ng aloud!

Those lines are the composition of my little daughter,

‘Who, as yet, has never learnt to throw her idus‘im verse.
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What a happj occurrence, that a person of talent has entered my garden,
For all the flowers and shrubs are now in full bloom. A
May I request, that your elegant pencil will leave a bewitching stanza,

For the god of the flowers produce various tints to excite virtuous youths."

Young Leang, in reply, with a smile thus spoke,
“1, the silly youth, have not had time to study poetry.”
The gentleman, said, ¢ You are not permitted to decline,

For, as to poetry, it has been said that you excel all the literati "

He, on ullin_g to the female servant ordered her,
(Thatag the study lay to some digtance from the garden,
And his daughter’s apartment was much neﬁer,)
That she should hagten to her Mistress, and bring a few shests of paper.
Young Leang, while in the summer house, pereeiving the pencil and ink,
On taking hold of the pencil, thought that he would write on love.
His tender feelings were already wounded, and lungs contracted,

For he had no one to communicate his vis!x within the bride’s chamber.
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* In this ode,” said he, ** I will detail the anguish | feel qn being scparated,
And thus excite the sygpathy of the beautiful maid.
Supposing this virtuoug lady is acquainted with the heart of man,
8he will be desirous of ¢rossing the bridge of birds to the god New-lang. ¢
Adopting the metre and rhyme of the young lady’s ode,
‘When to perpetuate her stanza and the willows, he wrote :

o

REPLY.

1 have heard that the spnng hreeze causes a ripple in the green pond

And that the ﬂ&dﬂ and pendant branches dagce in the pure stream. .

Having beeqp informed, that within this garden, grows a tree of that descriptios,
Cau it be insengible to the distress and feelings of those who are deserted 2

RERTV V. I
‘When Leang kid finished the stanza, the gentleman extolled it,
And caused it to be pasted against the wall, by the side of the other,

® It is fabled, that all the magpies, on the evening of the seventh of the
seventh moon, dscend to heaven, and form a bridge across the Milky Way, to
enable the two stars New-lang and Chiksneu, to have conjugal intercourse.
Sec note, page 1.




&

- PN E O
B B 38 B W
38 38 B 2 m
B >
B b Bt 5 b
N 7T 8
2B |)
NEg SR
WS
r R AR

HERFERRBEMRE
R EERMNE X
On the table there still remained two sheets of the paper,
Which as Leang went forth among the flowers he put in his sleeve,

As they passed along by the railings to admire the beautiful garden,
Little did they imagine that the gentleman would invite them to partake
of wine!
On entering the Po-ting pleasure room, where a repast was prepared,
They continued driﬁi’mg till the red orb bad set, and night had advanced.
The two youths, cheered with the reception, rosed to take their leave,
When the gentleman accompanied them as far as the front door.
Master Heaou, on taking leave, returned immediately home,
And young Leang took a solitary walk in his garden.
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THOUGHTS ON RETURNING TO HIS CHAMBER.
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On returning to his room, Leang opened the window to gaze at the bright moon,

Witen he perceived that the goddess Chﬁng-go; ere long would be at her full:
He said; within himself, ‘¢ I from love for this beautiful girl,

Both my spirits and ‘mind are confused and bewildered.

From the time that I first saw her, six months ﬁavé elapsed;
Still the distance to her room, exceeds that of the earth to the heavens;
The red doors being locked, man finds it difficult to ohtain an interview....
Thus I continue to think of her till my eyes are drim and my heart is broken.
Could I have prevnously known my mfellcntous fste
Would I not have avoided being thus worried, as by an enemy ?
Though my love is thus ardent, I know not the day of our union,

And by constantly thinking of her, my bones are diseased.”

After writing the ode, which obtained a place in the summer house,

He retained two sheets of paper, which he put in his sleeve.




On taking out the paper and examining it while at the window,

He found it to be fragrant, and composed of yaripus CO‘OI‘II’!.
« In yonder foom,” coutinued he, * dwellsa lady of extraordinary abilities,

Her nge, which is Yaou-séen [an immortal], I shall never forget.

I on meeting with her viewed her as an angel,

Why are the thick cloudsso cruel as to screen me from the goddess Shen-keun”
He continued examining the paper, and would not lay it down,

For to whom cpuld the sijken cords of love complain?

His heart being grieved, he wept and called on Miss Yaou-séen 3

Saying, **I shall die, on your account, while by the side of the flowers.”

Love’s seeds being sewn deep in bis heart, time glided imperceptibly,
For he knew not the hour till the ct;ol breeze penetrated his shoulders.
On repairing to his bed, he coptinned resslegs the whole night,

When he closed the window shuttes to exclude the light of the moon,



52

TiIE MISTRESS AND MAIDS READING THE ODE.
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‘W will not now detail of Leang, though intensely chilled by the coid,
But of Yaou-séen, who had risen early to ramble among the flowers.
‘When the Mistress and maids repajred to the Po-ting summer house,
They saw on the wall a slip of paper containing an ode.
The young lady, as soon as she approach it, read it aloud,
‘When her domestics, Yun-heang and Pih-yué&, thus accosted her;
¢« Mistress, w'ho could it be that wrote this ode,
And has brought and pasted it against the wall?
The form of the characters, does not rescmble the hand of my Master,
Yet the ode is written on my Mistress’ paper "
Yaou-séen, with a smile, thus replied Yun-heang,

¢« Yesterday, one of my servants thus accosted me:

Our next door neighbour, having finished building his study,

Has called on your father to pay his respects.”
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She farther said, ¢ That he came in.company with my Nephew Heaou,
When by my father they were detained ia the garden to partake of wine.
Desirous that they should write a few lines to extol the beantiful prospect,
My father sent the servant to me for a few sheets of paper.
Since perusing the ode, that he has written,
1 perceive it is signed with the name and surname of Leang,
Each line of his ode describes the intense love that he has for me,
And in imitation of mine, singg the praise of the drooping willows.

Hesays, ‘I who dwell in the secluded apartment, disregards the distress of the
solitary youth;’ ‘ .
From which I presume, that Leang from his bankering thoughty will become

deranged.
Having failed in every artifice that he could devise to obtain an interview,

He, at last, has come and tgken up his residence next door to us.”

PTh-yu&, on spproaching her Mistress, thus spoke,
«¢ It is certainly decreed by fate, that you shall be united to him!
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Only look at the pair of elegant stanzas, pasted agninst the wall,

From the pencil pf a man of talent, and a besutiful Miss, aranged gven like

one's shoulders.”
Miss Yaou-séen, in a low voice, scolding thus replied,

+ Who has been with you, and told you thus much,

The secluded ladies do not seduce the rambling gods ;

But who is able to behold the goddess that dwells in the maon 2

Of old, those who indulged themselves in vicious propensities,
Caused their foul deeds to descend for ten thousand ages.
As you and I have learat to live a virtuous life,

‘We ought not to retain a thought in our hearts respecting that youth.

Nor should we remain here to intercept the refulgence of the bright moon ;
Better let us permit its bright lustre to illumine the mauntaing and springs.”
‘When she had thus spoken, she with her servants returned to her room,

For the ancients say, the neighbouring walls have garg by which to hear.
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GENERAL YANG RETURNS THE VISIT:
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‘Wi will defer relating of the virtuouslady, who had retired to her room,

-
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And detail of young Leang, who had risen early, and was at the window.
He, thinking that the General would that day return his visit,

Ordered the servant to prepare an elegant repast.

On despatching a messenger to request Master Heaou's return,
He gave orders for the garden to be swept, aad put in otder.
At noon, indeed, the revered and honored visitot came;
When by the two youths, the gentleman was conducted imto the hall.
On taking tes, they requested him to enter the back garden, v
For in the Evening-fragrant hall was placed the entertainment.
The longer they continued conversing together, better friends they became, .
When the gentleman, with a smile thus addressed young Leang. ‘
« Virtuous Nephew, is it yet settled with whom you are to be married?

And when the golden mansion is to receive ihe-‘goddes Shen-keun
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The youth in reply, said, ¢ As yet ne proposal has been made,
For I have boen daily intent on acquiring literary fame.”
The General vu then d@in;m of offering him his daughter,
(But disliking to introduce the subject at that time)
Changing his voice he thus farther addressod young Leang,

“ Your garden I perceive is only separated from mine by a thin wall;

Since our familjes are intimate, and we dwell together as relatians,
‘What should prevent our gardens from being thrown into one?
Let an opening be made in the wall to cause a thoroughfare,
That when at leisure and disposed, you may ramble into my garden.

When occasions require the door to be shut, it can be locked,
And thus, at pleasure, the two gardens will form a celestial retreat.”
Young Leang, at wht he heard, was exceedingly elated,
But was fearful ﬂm.t the gentleman ere the morning would chsnge his mind.

Having decided-on opening the door before the summer house was finished,
He ordered the workmen with'q;u‘sd ta enter the back garden,
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That a communication might be made with General Yang’s mansion,
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And thus cause the vernal breeze to pass by the side of the celestial peach.

i —

THE HUSBAND AND WIFE DESIRING A SON-IN-LAW.

‘Wazy the gentleman had done drinking, he took his leave.
On his return home, he thus addressed his wife 3
« The worthy and eminent scholar, Leang, the Sew-tsae,
‘Will, doubtless, ere long have an audience with his Majesty.
From my very heart I wish he was our Son-in-law; -
But I recollect that he should first send the red leaf.” *

# The red leaf, alludes to lady Han-suy-pun, who was'an attendant on one
of the sovereigns of the Tang dynasty. 1Itissaid, that she putin the stream
of his Majesty’s park, a leaf with the following lines:

Flowing stream, why in such precipitate haste ?

Those in the palace’s retired apartments are disengaged.

‘With haste and speed I urge this red leaf,

That it may communicate to men my desire. This
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The lady, who was of the same mind, in reply said,
¢ Hisfather is a person of probity, and a minister of state.

'You shouM embrace the first opportunity to communicate your migd,
Then send a person to propose marriage, and ascertain the ground of his heart.”’
The gentleman, for the information of the lady, farther said,
¢ His spacious garden has rare flowers of every kind :

Since he intends opening a door, as a thoroughfare to the two gardens,
When at leisure, and the days are long, we will take a walk and survey it.

The youth’s disposition resembling that of our Nephew's,

‘With him we could jest and talk and cheer our declining years.”

This, it is said, was picked up by one Yu-gow; who wrote the following an-
swer on a leaf, and put it in the water to ascend the stream,

Having obtained a red leaf with a repining stanza, .
I beg to know who wrote itand who sent it ?

wlnch was found by lady Hnn-suy-pun On his Majesty allomg the hdneo
of the palace-to settle in life, Yu-gow applied to Han-yung,” who was ac-
quainted with Han-suy-pun to procure him & brille. Han-yurig, proposed to
him the above mentioned lady. When married, they each took from a small
box the leaf they had obtained, apd which they bad kept by them, when they
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LEANG COMMUNICATING HIS WISHES TO THE MAID.
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‘W will natdetail of the husband and wife's wish, to obtain a Sonsin-law,
Baut relate of that angelic creature, that dwells in the retired apartment.
‘Yun-heang, having risen early to receive her Mistress’ commands,
Entered the back garden to pluck a flawer of the Bpedendrum species..
At that early hour, she was unable to distinguish the hue of the flowers,
For the birds were then chirping that the heavens might be illumined.
©On turning berself round, intent on entering the winding walk,
She saw at a distance, two red doors placed against the wall,

observed, it is eyident our union di¢ not happen by chance. The lady on,
smiling, sung the following distich :

The elegant stanza was borne along by the stream, :

And contained the sentiments I had pondered on for ten long years; |
Now we are marriéd and resemble the loving birds Fung and Hwang,
‘Wee are suze that a red leaf is an excellent marriage proposer.



BN
| 3
B B 3 ok
BRI >
kAR
B > ol 2

| EHELEE

ﬂwﬁﬁﬁﬁigﬁﬁggggﬁﬁ ;
TERNEEE R R
PHE-REARERMARTRESF
As she advanced, to satisfy herself of what she saw,

She perceived that the new doars were placed in front of the willows,

Yun-heang, psused, when she said to herself,

¢ I heard it mentioned, that our neighbour has elegantly laid ut his garden,
Since there is a communication opened, I will go and view it,

When the golden lilies proceeded in that direction,

As she pdvanced, she saw that the delicate flowers obscured the path,

And through the spring water the faded lilies were seen at the bottom of the

pond.

On observing the thousand-branched willows dancing to the wind,

She saw, while at a distance, a person by their side;

He appeared pensive and distressed, leaning against the willows,

Hpving something that contracted his e’ea-brows, ‘and thatbound hisaffections,
Indeed it was young Leang, who was below the willows,— ‘ ‘

On liﬁing his head, he fancjed that he beheld the angelic Shen-keun ;

Who, having rosed early, as yet had not braided her hair. © [lpss,

He instantly plucked aflower of the Epedendrum and gave it to the blooming
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He thea recollected baving seen this person among the fiowess,
And that it was she who waited on hor Mistress while playing at ehess.
At that time, the moon being low in the horigon, he could not deery her porsod, -
But npw on seeing her, arecollection of what had passed, imbittered his heart, N
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It is unneccssary to say, that Yaou-séen had excited his affections,
But this ruddy servant girl was enough to make one mad,
For on his approaching towards her, she hastily roceeded,
‘When the wind seizing her clothes, wafted her towards the west.

'With nimble steps, he soon overtook her, detaining hcr,.ihm spoke,
¢+ Miss, since we have met, why are you so hard hearted ?
Are you not the person that I saw by the side of your Mistress when at chessi
From that time my heart has been thinking of the goddess of the moon. '
Can you not pity one; who from love to your Mistress, is thus emaciated,
And who is unable to take rest, or endure the thought of tea or food!
On your return home, inform the lady of the refirod spartment, °
‘That the heart of her neighbour is distracted, and that she ought to pity him, '
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My mind and affections being fixed on her, from the first moniegt I saw her,
My gqufferings:wege grest, ere I could arrive by the side of her yansion.
If the virtadug lady. has no compamion on the digcansolate,
The deceived youth will perish in the presence of the flowers "
Yun-heang, ropressing a smile, in an artful voice replied,
*Who among the virtuous fair, can dare use degeitful language
My Mistress, Yaou-séen, being of celestial extraction, A
Has not a single atom of this earth to bind her affections to any ope, - ’
1 advise you, Sir, cease thus to talk on affairs of love,.
¥or no gne will commupicate them beyand Qlc painted screen.™ . ..
Young Leang, on hearing what she said, was as onc bewildered 5 - [hery
And as the pearly tear strooled down his cheek, he thus continued to Mldrew
s TI?is‘ morning, § rely on you, Miss, that yoa will commnn;a__.btq her, -
That I from-grief shall not kive to see the end.of the year,
She ought to have pity on one, whose andivulged thoughts fiow fike water. "

Having thus spoken, he hove a long sigh, and called on Hoaven.
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With his garment heslyly wiped away the falling tear from his cheok,
When, with his head in his bosom, he leaned on the winding railings.
Yun-heang’s little heart had become complaissut to his earnest request,

Seeing him thus distressed, considered hint worthy of compassion.

With a bewitching voice she thus addressed young Leang,
*“ How happens it, young man, that you are thus entangled,
For in the world there are many beautiful women ¢

Can it be that your heart is solely fixed on Miss Ysou-séen "

Yih-tsang, sighing alond, in reply to the servant seid,
“X will thank you to detail my feelings minutely to the lady s
For when I had a glimpse of the beautiful Miss by the light of the lamp,

Sbe dained to smile at me from what occtirred in her mind. (equal her (

For beauty, she may be compared to the flowers.and the fair moon; who can
1, from being unable to rid myself of distress, have come smong the flowers.
Every plan having failed that could be devised, 1 removed my residence,

And have made those alterations to have a glimpse of that celestial creature.
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Thrice have 1 had the happiness of meeting with you, lovely Miss,
And each time unbosomed myself, that yon might relate it to the fair lady.
Could I imagine, when we met, that you would decline speaking a word on love,
The whole affair, appears a Spring dream, for if thus we can never be united.

If it be my fate, never to be united to her by marriage,
T will not live to se¢ her the wife of some other person.—

Hasten home, and pay your respects to the very beautifal Miss,
And tell her, that there is & person bresking his heart on her account.

As her apartment is securely locked, I am thereby unable to enter’s
Being deceived, I am determined to die by the side of the celestial peach.”

‘Yun-heang, addressing the student, said,
“ Why did a youth permit the goddess of love to deceive him ! [ingly,

When I looked at you, Sir, and saw you distressed, I pitied you exceed-
And daily, while bebolding the flowers, grieve on your account.
I will return home and endeavour to pry into my Mistress’ mind,

And thereby ascertain whether her ladyship will consent or not.
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Suappose, Sir, she shonld posmvely refuse, as it is by no means certain,
For the clouds depend on the wind for what direction they take ; [lnté.
As, in clear mght.s when the water is cold, the fish are unable to sprlng to'the

So the union of the bloommg youth and pamted Miss may never be consum-

You mast then give up all hopes of her and return home, [mated.
And yield to fate, like a flower that is borne along by the stream.” -
Leang-sang, as soon as he heard what Yun-heang said, *

His countenance brightened, and he assumed a pleasant aspect.

With a low bow; he thakked the rosy maid, and said, *

How exceedingly happy 1 arrin meeting with so worthy a person; - - '
Should you be enabled &b imdace your: Mistress to-disthose her mind,.
Your kiniaksshs 4o extent, will ‘excoed the vast expinse of heaven. .. !

-7Rill my, petson:is veddeed to powder;i I shall.néven forget this day,
Being in love with w. perstn . whe has no-cqmpassion formse.”” . | .
Yun-heang, in obedience to/his regindss; with hasty slep .
Took het bedrte of fhe stafleat, and peated: along in thie shads of the. willows. -
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Muter Lung, on seemg the servaat about to leave,
Advmeed a fev steps and thus farther addressed her,
A It mped my recollechon, to ask your name and surname,

Apgd how many servants there are in the retired apartments "

.t. Xun-heang, in reply to the student’s request,
With a plessing smile thys answered him ;
* Your slave's name is ¥nun-heang,

There are eight of us in all who attend on our Mistress.

Of the servants, only yopr.slave. with her companion PTh-yug,
That have dsealt.fox ton yoars in. the retired apartments. ;
As we fdr.no length of {ime have.beén absent fiom ber person;: | «
I aver thatiyou will find it diffienlt to' meet with s more worthy lady. . .

Froma:thild, I beoarse her: atheridant, singce which. we have-bived as sisters,
And like the Gods) daily we take plessure among the flowers.” o e
‘When she had thus spoken, she: sitered ﬂptommnnin‘aﬁu; Lo
And'id-the shade of the flowers, tottering, inoved along &he golden lilies. - .
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YUN-HEANG COMMUNICATING WHAT HAD TRANS‘PIRED.
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Yux-uzanc, on approaching the dressing table saw her Mistress, ° '
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‘When she presented an Epedendmm flower for adornmg her hair.
Yaou-séen, on receiving it, thus accosted Yun-heang,

< You left me ere the day began to dawn on the flowess;

On your seturn, I perceive the sun’s shadow tppens on the uilin‘gsl;
What among théA flowers cquld ‘dehin you so I&ng " ‘
Yung-heang, for the information of her Mistress, said,

“ On my entering the garden, by your order, to obtain a ﬂo.wer,; "

I saw a thoroughfare that communicated with the adjoining gardea, -
When I became intent to pass to the other side.

It lod indeed to the newly built study, ‘ S B

There the birds sing, and flowers of fragrance grow on each side of . thé path.

In the shade of the willaws, .1 saw a person sitting discomposed,

Who, without uum:hg a,word, continued wecping beforc the flowers.

Y
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On pereeiving me, from amidst the branches approaching, he &.r?\eed,
When, divulging his mind, h‘e thus uldmed’ your slave:

¢ From the time that I first saw your Mistress playing at chess, .,
8ix monfhs have elapsed, during which I haye cherished feeliug.s,pf lovey
Alas! Miss, his life on your accqunt, is nearly terminated, .
For being unable to make use of tea or rice, his nightly dreams make hip mad.

To obtain a sight of your person, he has sought you in every direction,
Nor has he grudged a thousand picce; of gold to po&ses.s the a.djloh::i;n;; ;q;dm.
All with a hope of not being remote fthp the retired nparfmf:l‘;jts, ‘ .
That with you, Mms, h; may live for a hundred Y'eo‘,r‘s',"" v "‘.;) .

In snswer to him, I said, ¢ My Mistsess: being as pure as. coystial, - |
How could she during Spring, by dreartiing of you, distarb her- binkly vebé 1~
On hearing me thus express the sentiments of my imind! heé’bécime' convulled,
And over the flowers ho-dropped the globuter-péadly texr: - ' ¢ "

* Heafirmed, that pn your account, heshould meet withani tiitirdly death,

And that his parched bones would bo interred by yondei white wall," ¢
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When I heard him speak sych.chilling langunge, listen {0 it1 coald nots;
What humas creaturs.cquld Jook at him withqut his heart’ being grieveds

Wour slive has some recollection of what occurred by the lamp,

He then possesscd an appearsnce that was bialthy and strong.. ' © '/

-~

Of late, I full well know, that through the'distress of -love, * *
That in his person he ‘s reduced mpre than one halfl ~ * S

Iam only fearful that this loving man will die from Iove A

May not so much gallantry be regrettcd ina youth? ’ P

. P R X

Yuou-séen, as soon as she heard the very iﬂ‘ectmg ;c.;connt!; l. ;: l;;)’;
(For it excnod in hcr breast feclmgs 'lnch could not be snppresed), .

Stt pensive for some tlme, when she. opened her pearly qmnt,h,

B l.‘:li L

And said, ¢ From his ode, I perceived he was deepl;‘n'x‘l‘ lovy;

WLt

X know his gr‘ief, ast;: extent, may be compared to the w:.st oceans ... .1
P Jd L h [ A T R e N A A I ALy

But the mi:l.lds of youths, areﬁ.ea‘sily'e;xcigegl. e el e L
He should be piticd, as his father, «ministesiof state, #osides at:the Capital,

For his person;and. various atiainmpnts ‘woumld: weusp bim!the. yréforemec: 1!
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He may be'compared to a gold branch with pearly leaves' Rt
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But for who is be thus foolishly bound, and why eadure so much distress }

Let a person be sent to make the necessary enquiries previous to martiage,
Why should grief preveat the lovely moon from attaining her full 2 :-
With a low voice, she aggin addressed her servant Yun-heang,

And said, ¢ None but you and I may l?e ;cqmintgd with this‘gﬂ'iir.-

‘While in the retire(.l' spartments, we are as elder and younger sigters,
And of all the servants there is none thnt attends so frequently on my person.
When I Iwnd you unravel the thread of his wolmded heart,
You sowed tlle seeds of love, md caused him to be pmed oo

S

vou b e

After they had eonvcned tpgether for some time, without much untruth,
They determinied to keep sccret what had transpired, lest the winds nhould di-
vulged it abroad. ' S
Ere the private conversation between the Mistress and maid had ended, ‘
A message from the lady wai anounced for Miss to atfend in the hall.
. As Yson-séen ‘was.about te quit the fragrant room, ) i
Her servant Yuncheang eame sad attended on'the golden-lis: "1 '
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LEANG AGAIN MEETS WITH YUN-'HEANG.'
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Wrrnour detailing the deliberations of those of the retired apartments,

We will again relate of young Leang, whom we left in the adjoining g.rdel
On taking leave of Yun -heang, he receded, '
When froria griel and dutre. he repmred to his room.

“Hew Iuppy am 1,* md he “In obtmmng a neetmg with Ynn-lneung '
For she lns yromued to communicate my mshec to her Mistress, ' } l
But I am apprehcnnve, tht the lady mll not comt, [uconnt.
Por d:e cmden not that the stranger who lleep nlone, is pnmg on her
1am also afraid, that Yun-heang will act’ the part of iértﬂydm B
And keep me man’enumth hope sl my cyes become ‘dit. * 171 !
Now, whether wnlkmg or sitting, my thonghb enhance my grief,  {me.
And while embracing my kneeo, I ébﬁéii;c to ﬁonm, having no one to pity
Thas, on account of s womsan who resembles s beautifal Rower,
Az T'reduced in my person, and deceived i ‘tny youth, ’
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At ﬁ'rsl'., qniy to‘talk’ about a meeting with, her, was pleasent,

NP P
Could\l u‘mgme, that an xntcrvnqw wouH canuse fresh traces of tears !
. { . P B

Astbe mmd mnot reheve uself of m load,

1,will djust my dress, and repair to the garten amidst the flowers.

While in the willow’s shade, expecting, without being sble to discern any one,

He noticed, asthe evening advanced, the return of flocks of wild geese.

On repairing beneath a tree, in the ne:ghbounng gu-den,

NVUETTIY S ERN 7R VIV R P -
He bemg weary from gnef rested Imnself agamst the mlmgs; [clnrp.
fe ol e g : "
While lookmg atthe bamboo bnnchesagstated by tbe wmd heheard the blrds
en i ey Lt '

"And fmcned that he saw t.he uppea.rance of snlken dresses among the ﬂowen.

TH A0 I el T B | L A e i BRI

Preseptly fram, # ﬂ;mfe,.mm 2 pexpan, spREchings, ¢
It proved to be Yun-heang, who M entered' "the l‘m:k Mgn‘, X

Jpang-sang, as soon as he saw, the servant coming towards him, =

Bring shated, called g loud, ..*‘,E'ﬂasuﬁl?%!S;"? Gt ik
Bupposing thét ki .would: cotimunicate s mcred agreement, . .- {ure”
Impatient, said, ** Shall X shis might. beve naintervicy with that angelic srea-
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Yun-heang in reply, said, ‘‘'That affair is not so easy to arrange,

S0 8 % B T ME
WTENBER B

Asyet I have not been able to communicate your request to the lady.

Can you imagine that virtuous ladies resemble grass that is shaken by the wind!

For my Mistress® heart is as obdurate as stone or steel.
If you desire the goddess Chang-go to descend into the world,

Sweep away the boar frost that your union may be consummated.

On taking lesve of you, I returned to the silken room,
When my dnrptongue and pointed chin, related ten thousand affairst! -
I spoke, Sir, how great your anguish was from love,
And that, alas! yeu would die.on her account! °

My Mistress, on bearing her servant’s cutting words,
Cherished in her besom for you a few fend feelings ofesbemg
Though, as yet, she has not disclossd her mind,

Doubtless she consented to:your wish, though she did not szy as mueh.

A convenient opportunity is only necmry'to decide this affairs

You must wait till your slave ‘can mention the subject ageir.
‘ -
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1 perceive, Sir, you are as impatient as a barbsrian,

And instantly want to be seated by her side,

If s0, your slave from this mament will bid yow adieu,
Tiien you must depend on the wild geese to be bearers of your letters.”
Yih-tsang, on hearing what she said, bastily made her a low bow,
And begged her to stop, while he addresed her a few words. °

He said, « What the word love expressesy regily cannet be ‘endured,. )
For asingle day, in ihe lonely study, scemsto be a whele yeur.
Since this morning, Miss, I have obtained your compassion,
1 am as happy as though ‘as angel had condescended to visit me.

In you, Miss, do I confide, to shew e the road thatleads to'the blue bridge.
And will wait with extended neck to: waich your returm. - ..
Should you then communicate pleasing. mews,
I will affirm that yousre the sole preserver of my, existence. -

On glzis.lccqgllltg I dare not address you in a rude manner, .

Nor ought I, by opposing you, excite your frown and indignation..
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Miss, you must continue to aid me till all is accomplished,
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And not discard me after proceeding thus far, and thercby deceive a youth.

If my request be not agreeable to your mind,
Permit me, after thanking you, to terminate my life in your presence.”
Yun-heang on hearing what passed, laughing heartily said,
«¢ When you are dead, you wil] become a gallant loving God.

Time kngws of no vacuum for the lovers of the age,
For the stream of time continues to roll on year aﬂm" year.”
After huéhing sud talking for awhile, on seejng the nigl;t advgace, .
She took leave of the youth, and moved along the golden lilies,

Young Leang, * Again begged of ber, a thousand times ten thougand,
‘That on reaching the psiated room, not to forget her promise. :

As, alas! my life, Miss, is in your lovely bands,

‘When at leisure, I will thank you to take a walk among the flowers.”

‘¥un-heang, consented by a nod, and hastily retired,
‘When Y1h-tsang proceeded to the eastern garden.



PART IIL

THE MISTRESS AND SERVANT LOOKING AT THE MOON.
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Lzavine the young gentleman by the side of the flowers,
We will again relate of the virtuous ¥aou-séem.
It being the commencement of autumn, and the moon shining bright,

She ordered Yun-heang to roll up the painted screen.

In company with her servant, she went on the terrace to gaze at the moon,
For its globular reflection in the water, way beautiful to behold.
As breeze after breeze of the pure wind entered the silken doors,

The shadow of the flowers appeared to dance on the wall;

Yaou-séen, while conversing with Yun-heang, said,

‘ Each season of the year has its peculiar beauties;
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Since autumn commenced, half a month has elapsed,. [moon.

Yet a cloud, to the distance of ten thousand lec bas not obscured the bright
In the stream, during sutumn, the moon appears as if contending with the

m" .

‘While the mist, by the western cold wind, plays with the tops of the willows.”

Pib-yu¥, on approaching her Mistress' side, thus addressed her,

s The splendour of the various seasons urge men to pass year after year,
Ere long the northern cold breeze will enter your ropm; ’ .

‘When the stranger will bs desirqus of sdding to the number of his clothes. ‘

‘Tho flowers from season to season confinue to bloom and fade, ‘

8o the bright moon iy the cousse of the year, repeatedly arrives at her fnll
Man, on pasing the bloom of spring, soon becomes old

And the gray hairs, ascending from the sides of the head, hasten to the ‘cfo:n;.

On calling to recollection, what passed on the first of the present year, [yeo:

‘The sun seems in the twinkling of an eye, to have shone for mpr'e than half q
Some time has elapeed, since I planted a row of silken willows, °

Though small they were then groen and reached to the top of my shoulders.
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K percetive to-dsy, the branches have grown long and stqut;
Let me count with my fingers, how many years have elapsed. '

The western wind, having of late blown for u;enl days,
I perceive they are blighted, and are stripﬁed of their bloomipg hue,
I think mankind in general, resemble those delicate willows, :
For on attaining manhood their sutumn commences, )
‘When autumn is passed, the humﬁ trunk becomes weak anld mt.s its leq;es,
‘Who has compamon on it when it appears wnthered and decayed ?
The bhghted mllom 'nll agsin experience the return of Spnng, ‘

But man, as yet, when old has never become young."”

Yun-heang, when Pih-yu¥ had finished speaking, thus spake, .
* Buch thoughts we should discard, as the wind disperses the evening’s cloyds, .
Let it not be said, that the revolntnons of the mqon gnd year make us old :

But let us converse respecting this evening’s beautiful moan,

You say that its splendour illumines every part of the globe, - ..

And that men, by its light, play in concert en the musica gtrings.
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That the lovers of mirth: are by. it incessintly. delighted;
And are drawn by its allurements, asthough by the Geds: - .- =~ "~
Still there are persons whoss grief is incessant, arid who know of 5o relief,
“Who moan from anguish; and look towards the goddess Shenkeun. = =
‘While those from distant parts, when' ‘they think of thei:r native ;iilI'lge‘: S
Veéxed, would ghdly destroy the shadow of the full moon. *
There are others ag-m, cherishing esteem for their fnends when tbroul. s
Make warm clothes, and grieve because they Iu.ve no one to delnref them. .
But how more dnmcnlt it is to see the face of those vho Iuve sown the seeds
Whose oouls in thenr dreams fly to the celatu.l alm' [of love !

Ou Inkmg,wlumthey belxold the moonmtiwmm
They are still more bcnpmbed, and ought really to be pitied.

© ® Theides conveyed by ‘the fall modn, ls. thai as the moon wans and "
wazxes, 5o does | m she is ncver at lus full, a8t the beighth of happmm, till

married. - Bemg geparated ftom his prtner, Lewonld efface the mm'i .
shudow from regret. SR :
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The stranger while roving abroad, has nene te dispel his sorrows, -+ -
Whose life, from grief cannot last to the erd of the year.

Other sources of grief, what regard may be paid to them,
For the chief among them all is bpe, for then one js afraid to sleep alone.

I think the goddess of the moon, is unscquainted with him.who suffers such .

For she visits every clime, and every where appears at her full. [distress,

From this it may be presumed, that maa should always be happy,
For on Spting’s return, be will be a yenr older. . ‘
When we have seen a hundred yean, our race on urth closes, ‘ [year.

And then are unable to solicit the soverelgn of l-ll.des’ to gnnt us anoﬂ:er

NI PRV RaTe i Loy e

. The hng of Hades is called Yen. Iuafabled life of Tung-héen, given in
the Kwei-shin-tih, a-work treating on Benevolence, he i8 déseribed as presid-
ing over hades as 3 sovereign, attended with officers. On ordering one of his
attendants to bring the soul of Tung-héen, who during the latter twenty years
of his life had given awsy, as an act of charity, three thousand six hundred

coﬁns, to inter poor persons, it is said, Heaven,, earth, and the gods were ac- )

quainted with his benevolence. On lns strength fm‘hng from age, the gods as-
sembled, and called for the gods of the streets, with the three thousand spirits,
that had experienced his kindness. 'When the messenger, on the 15th of the
third moon, went to execute his commission, those all kneeling by theside of the
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At times to be pleased is well, at times to be grieved is also well,
For time will not stop her course out of regard to man.”
Yaou-s8en, on hearing what t_he two servants said,

Gave vent to the grief of her heart, but dained not a reply.

From that moment, ten thousand seeds.of love shot forth,
When she called to the servants to exclude the light of the moon.
On their closing the gause windows, she entered her room,

‘Where she disrobed herself, and placed her ornaments in tht; toiiet.

On repairing alone within the curtains of 'her bed,

She Iay her head the whole night on the pillow without taking rest,

road, repeated his benevolent acts,and so thronged it, that the messenger was
unable to enter the bouse, to bring away the sodl.  They were requested by
the messenger, to wait on his majesty, when every one breathing gratitude,
presented his petition to spare the life of Tung-héen. Yen, on receiving the
petitions, ascended to heaven, and presented them before Shang-te, the Deity,
who, on account of Tung-h¥en’s benevolence, prolonged his life forty years. °

This is the prevailing notion of the Chinese as to a futare state. When the
=



T

FRPSEEE
NG O S 3t & B
R B O 3B Ok
ENMERFDEHE
RN RS
B R R |

e

Rt D> e o
i EF o I o 2 e
3 N S8 e 3 SF +
e 25 B OF SN 2R
BRI N
= 5P W

g

72 E ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@@ﬁ&ﬁf

During the silence of night, she thought on what had occurred that evening ¢
And whether what Pih-yu¥ and Yan-heang had said; were true or filse.

¢ Sixteen aplendul springs,” said she, has alre.dy pa.ssed in vain, '
And my blick bair and handsome appearance cannot last long o
Leang-sang from love 'to me is become emaciated; ©~ =~ ' "
His solitary study is comfortless, and his dreams tnake him'mad,’ ~* "~ 7
I know he is & person who is constant in his affections, o
Young, handsome, and also a person of falent.
Could T bave my wish, I would be married to him,’

To him I would be united without the least compulsion.” Pt

The coverlid remaining cold, she was restless and unable to sleep,

Thus distressed she spent the whole night till thie dawn of day. - '« . -~

spirit of the departed has remained in bades fora certain period, where, it
would seem they recognise those whom they have kiiown in this hfe, ucemls
to blise, or is bora again into the world.

T
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‘A SECOND MEETING OF THE LOVERS.

—HERKAE XM ATDR
g g fh &k &8 Dl 4 B
B ewmass s min-n
BogmmBanE iR
Busprl 428 8 %
YT EELILER

BN E RRE SR B
Arrez breathing a Jong sigh, she rosed from her bed,
Whulmmgagumtheween,shcmhd her cheek on her hand.
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'Yun-heapg 0o hearing the moan of her Mistress’ plaintive voice,
Knuew that it was occasioned by what had transpired the preceeding night.
‘With haste she qeg;qil_'ed to her Mistress, when she thus accostod her, .
*¢ Miss, long time has elapsed since you entered the garden
Of late there has been planted a number of rare. flowers,
‘Which to the eye for delicacy and beauty seem to ri‘nl‘ each other. .
How mucf better t;?tzly’on', .M,i”’;” go there to dispel your gricf,
For in the pond is built a boat for gathering the water lilies.”
Y_uu-naen, on lyuri_ngx "l.‘._“ her servant said, ,wuheql:and cambed her hair,
Wd was done with M, but not adorned with flowers.
Beneath her V(hite crape dress, a red suit conld be perceived,

Which, with her waving gajt, made her surpass the genii of the moen.
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Among all the servants, Yun-heang alone was called to attend on her person 3

‘When, as they walked along, the golden lilies lightly trod on the green moss.

On entering the garden, she proceeded to the water lily pond,

‘Where they beheld the autumnal vapours aseending and playing in the air,
The boat for plucking the water lilies, being obscured from their view,
‘Yun-heang called to her Mistress to pess over to the eastern side,

‘While pointing at the door, she thus accosted the young hd?,
*Mistress, I will accompany you to look at new the garden.”
'The young Miss, in reply said, * ¥ would rather not g0,

Being apprehensive that young Leang my be there.

Should we rush on him, while ynder the inflyence of the flowers, our es-
cape may be difficult,
Knowing, from what has occurred, that he is silly enough 'tp be bound by a
silken cord.?
The servant in reply said, ¢ As yet, it ip still early with the mom,

Aund Leang, doubtless is dreaming with his soul by hig side.
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To dispel your sorrow, and pass the time agreeably, let us proceed,
For when, Miss, will you have another opportunity to see his garden "
‘Yaou-sben in compliance with what Yun-heang had proposed,
Lightly lifted her feet, and paed iato the eastern garden.

On beholding the splendon; thet attracted the eye, they determined on a

ramble,

‘When the repeated notes of the birds incessantly vibrated on their ests
The Mistress and maid, being detained by the beauties that surrounded them,‘
Concluded that young Leang would not rise early, not fearing to sleep

alone,

On his firgt entering the gnden, he took a careless strool 3
Ovwing to the morning's mist, he was unable to dumngmah the nnom tnec.

A

On hearing, among the llowers, some persons laughing a.nd t;lkmg, ‘
» !
He with alacrity snd spged moved towards the western side.

Miss ¥aou-séen, on hearing some oone approach towards her,
Disregardless of ¥un-heang, would in her flight take the precedence.
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Not considering, that either path she took, she would be opposed, . .
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For the mst of the morn rendered it difficult to select a road of escape.

Leang-sang, o raising his head, perceived that it was Miss Yaou-séen,. ..
‘Whose beautiful form knew no limits to ?xeite men’s affections.
¢ From the first time I saw you,” said Leang, «“ I have begn deep!! in lov;o’,
But till the present meeting, we have never exchanged a w;rd.‘:" '

‘When his fluttered spir’m were a little composed, he thus tddrel‘neq ber,
¢ How happy l am, in thus having an interview with you. ‘
On account, Mm, of your beautiful person, long have I mourned in silence,
And have been constantly gazing to behold you the Goddeu of the moon.

IThad determined to meet death through love for you, Miss,
Having as yet not a meeting to sweeten my heart.
To day, - since I have a sight of ‘you among the ﬂowen, .
I am mclmed to tlnnk tlut fate hss decreed our umon . [perfumes,
Rareitis thst we perceive & snowy moon with a bree:o mpregnwd m&

8o Ithink man, lf not £y (llll’lll‘ yonth, lm years pass to no accont."
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Yaou-séen, blnshm‘, 'in answer thus replied,

@ﬁﬂ&

¢t 'We Bave met beneath the plum tree and among the melons, *

You, Sir, being -a literary person, and of a respectable family,
Should bein your study extracting the sweets from the works of the siclents.
I am 3 person, who lives in the retired apartments,

And who, thic whole day long from my youth, have worked st my needle.

As to affairs relative to marriage, my honored parents being alivess :
Xt is ummecesssry for their daughter to talk confusedly about it.

“The usages, through custom that are binding, cannot be dispensed with ;
Yn the fizst place I must obtsin the will of my pareats; and in the next that of

R !
I 'advise you, Sir, not to talk heedleesly about love, [henven.

For your honest heart, by study, may retain you by the side of his Majesty. "’

O T F

* Tt implies that the meeting is.not & prudent, one, for as thase who meet * -
beneath a plum tree, on putting their hands to their head, may be supposed

to be stealing the fruit, so of melons, on touching. ﬂgel' lhoeo, ie. l lmlp-
prehenslve, if seen, that my character my be staindd. . '
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Leang, convulsed, in answer, thus addressed the beautiful nymph,

¢ ], how not know that the usual ceremonies must be rigidly observed.
But as marriage is 2 union, which is to exist during one's life,

If we are not equally paired we are deceived in our youth.

Suppose me listen to the counsel of our father and mother,

Our union must depend on the uncertain accounts of the go-between.*

In :this world’s affairs, there are many things unpleasant,
Thus, when a virtuous woman is married to a stupid man, ought she net to be
Theret:ore let us this morning, my beloved, take an oath, . [pitied?
That whether in the study or ret?red apartments, we remain filrm to our vow.
Lang-sang, if he is unable to be married to you, Miss, ' (Fung and Lwan.”

Vowsnever to be united to snother, though he should be.as happy as the birds
Yaou-séen, with an artful smile, thus replied to the young Gentleman,

« All .marrisges, are they not decreed in a previous state?

- * Gosbetween, is a person that arranges marriages, such persons are ne-
cessary in China to attest that the parents agree to the marriage.
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‘The gncients say, to whom marrisge is not decreed, they must remain single,
For in this state, whether married or not, rests solely with Heaven.”  [wei,

On raising her head, she perceived the sun to shine on the railings of the Too-

‘When she became apprehensive that hey domestics would enter the garden,

The two ypuths, though unwilling, could do no other than separate
When Leang-sang, restraining his grief, retired again to his room.

RO

SIGHING BEFORE THE FLOWERS.

e

Laaxc regretted that during the late interview, nothing had been dct;ided,
‘Though he had spoken much to her of the distress of his mind.
Her firm heart disregarding him, whose feclings were wounded,
She thereby induced fresh anger to appear on his eye brows.

““How great is my g;ief,” said he, * by being separated from her ?

Here I remain bofore the flowers sighing till the tears leave traces on m y cheek,

N
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How beautiful and luxuriant is the pomegranate,

Its delicate appearance resembles the beautiful nymph,

Though I stand before the flowers, I am unable to see that lovely creature ;
Alas ! I repine at Spring, and regret that my heart is fixed on her,
Since I bid her adieu, what grief have I endured, who can dispel the thoughtl

Being distressed in my mind, she harrasses me in my dreams.
-~

‘While the tears that incessantly flow frem my eyes resemble its red flower,

" Flowers of every kind offer me their tints, and the white lily its fragrance.

The motion of the lilics, may they not be compared to the beautiful girl?

And though only a few feet distant, they are beyond the reach of the hand.
Yonder is the boat, but who is there that will row the ZTan-hwg 7

Thus he leaned against the willows without seeing any one approach.

The flower’s reflection in the autumn-stream again caused his mind to flutter,

For he fancied their varied colours happily resembled the young lady’sattire.”
¢t OF all the flowers,” said he, ¢¢ there is none to be compared to the Miih-s¢,

Of which only a single plant has been obtained from the palace of the moon.
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The goddess Chang-go does not commiserate the solitary stranger,

Nor doth the study now afford a road for the acquirement of fame.—

1 beg to ask where is situated the garden of the nymphs,
Hinder me not, for I am desirous of entering it, ere the doors be locked.
The disconsolate was again intent on repairing to the retired apartment,

For the chief among all the flowers is the Mow-tan.

It is known throughout the empire as the queen of flowers,
The national colour, embued v;ith celestial fragrance, the delight of mankind.
When I look at it, I cherish thoughts for the beautiful girl,
Till every feeling is wounded by intense thought.

The soul, thus dispersed, ti:e frigid seeds of love cannot be endured s
For whether I see her, or am absent from h;r, I am constantly distressed.
Thus, without any alleviation, do I grieve day after day ;

Can the mind from so much anguish find no relief?”
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THE MISTRESS AND MAID.
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W will not speak of him who remains is his study, enraged onaccount of &
flower,
But narrate respecting a little Miss, who dwells in the silken room.
‘While the two l?vers were conversing together in the shade of the flowers,

He related to her the feelings of his mind, which excited her compassion.

When Yaou-séen recollected seeing him dejected in the garden, '
And the pearly tears con.;;tautly bedlewing his clothes,
She thought it was natural for youth to covet gaiety and pleasure,

‘Why then should pleasure be withheld from this princely youth ?

¢ 1, the rouged girl," said she, * who dwells iq the retired apartment,
Have also a trifling affair that dwells on my mind.
Of late, when I saw him, his feelings induced him

To detail to me the whole distress of his mind.
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Then it was that. he excited in my breast feelings of love, - .
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Simce which .I bave heéen subject te repeated fits of sorrow.
"When we met, would it not have heen better if we had never known each other,
‘We should then have:avoided both sorrow and grief, that have accumalated to

Love, it is said, is the most difficult of all diseases to cures . [amountain !
Alas, for the solitary student, he is worthy to be pitied.- [greyheaded,
‘What plan can be devised to facilitaté our union, which'is to endure till weare
Thereby prevent our loosing our bloom through-the distress-of love. =~ '

The sorrow that I now feel from separation, what does it avail? - -
Further, 1'am fearful that the setvants will perceive that Y am grieving.”
Yun-heang, who was acquainted with what troubled the mind of her Mistress,
On approaching, in soft language, thus addressed her :

« Miss, why is your lovely countenance 'so sedate ? who has displeased you ?
‘Why are your eyes so ciosefy locked § ‘a'nd v;by do they send forth tears ? -

As the ball of time easily glides along, and years pass In quick succéssion,

The vernal spring if once gome, regret will not cause it fo return. |
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Come, unbosom yourself, and let us talk of fon,

Thereby throw loose the cords which so closely bind you.” .

Yaou-séen, in reply thus answered the maid, . [attire.

¢« Should you listen, 1am fearful that the autumn’s breeze will penetrate your
.As time, like a stream, incesmantly glides on,

X think mankind in every age is doomed to trouble:”

Yuu-heang, embracing the opportunity, informed her Mistress,

¢ That as soom as grey hairs appear, they hasten over the crown.
Wealth, in every age, has been eassily obtained,

But time, when ence fled, never again returss.

You say, you are fearful lest I shoyld be affected by the autumnal breeze,

Alss! Y grieve for the. solitary student, who maurns alone!

_ The day, on which I saw you with young Leang,

He conversed, with me fqr an hour on the dﬁstress of his ln)ind.

I think my Mistress’ heart must he as hard 2s iron or stone,

If she can disregard the man whose feelings are thus wounded.”, .
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Yaou~seen, percemng no male friend by her side,
Relieved her mmd by detailing her dlst:es to the maid.
She sid, «“ We being related, as by the ties of elder and younger s;stcr,

1 will try to detsil to you the feelings which I endure

Can man be s unfeeling as inanimate creatures, euth and wood -

When his feelings are excjted, they should be as complamnt as water,
Who is thepe that does not wish to be happy through life?

For pleasure even appears to be the desire of the immortals.

A blush is the ‘conseql'nence.of violating the rules of decorum, ,. ,
And 1 felf ashamed !est I should bg,’ seen conversing wiu.n hi;n.
Young Leang is a person who is fond of gaiety and pleasure;

One’s settlement in life, is an affair that should not be slighted.

I am apprehensive that he loves me only when in his presence,
For the affections of men are like the fluctuating waves.

In the present age, many there be who are wanting of noble principles,

And who at their pleasure take delight in seducing the virtuous fair.
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I am also afraid that the destinies have not decreed our umon,
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And that my psrents will require my espousing some other person.
You say there are many who take pleasure in distracting the mind,
And afterwards publish their exploits to the world, as a worthy jest.”

Yun-heang, with a smile, thus repl.ied the virtuous and beautiful Miss,
I again and again have thought on this affair: 4
Leang, bj no means resembles s light and flippant youﬁ:,
For whether talking or discoursing, at rest or in motion, he appears firm as a
He is the noblest person living, under the present sovereign, [momﬁin.
And in poetry and prose, excels the whole literati of Kea.hg.nan',l ' '
‘Where he n;)w to send a person to propose marriag:c to you‘,‘
It would be a thing impossible for your honored parents to refase him.
Though there are few ladies that may be compared to you for beauty,
Still it is no easy matter to be united to the chief of mankind.
I am only anxious, lest your parentsshould be influenced hy the go-between,

Who may scheme to unitc you to some wealthy youth.
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Should they fix on some penon wbo may become a fool of a husband
What would it lnlf Ico 1d he ii:ore hlan 11 the measire tow with ‘g'ems? "
Though in this life io bedome queed is what is iost desired among woren,
Still Hiere &re mn;nii,"repiniﬁg,'feﬁ x;l;ﬁé o the hng-km ’a];;}'t'lﬁe;lt's.

Recollect the unfortnmtc Chaou-keun,' who leﬁ the frontnera, where is she

And Yng-fe,f who Imng mdlgnmt repmred to the hill Mm—kwen. A [gone !

e hdy Chron-kenn, who was oﬂ:erwnse ulled Wung.beq. entcred
the phcp when_ only meqteen years: of age.. The emperor, Xuen,; who
ke’t a nnpﬂm of concubiges, ordered . their likenesses to. bet taken, : When*
mor-mmmm.u make! .mqau, Chdouikeun; 'he expoetad
thad shterwdsldunake Bimi a-predent, but on her ot so ddinghé' drew her-
a very indifferent likeréss. - 'When the éhief of the Heung'nob 'trlbe tame:'
to conkt' ¥’ ﬂ:l'tm ahé Of' the pnnces "to become their queeﬂ his Mh;esty_

f’. dn:)l;ﬂ,x Clugn- cun. On her leaving; the pa.lo;e, hﬁ 'MaJesty sa.w'
he!m"!“‘ WAt bk with bor lmmv whish: was spRazoR. to; all-that aty.
tended, him., It heing,of impoutance to kegp the treaty, lady Chava-keun;
on_ohtaining a fow articlés, :movmted her horie, tnd carriéd iin-her-hand
bew faveriteidnstroment the Pe-pa.- ~On leaving the frontiers’ of 'Chiinia, she
threw herseM! frotd bér hotse:” Witere: she ‘died, the grass ‘faded, ”éxcept
stlicr toniby 'which évét diterwards wus called The Verdant A'omb.  “Hig

o
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" The beautiful Yu-ke,? on her arriyal at Woo—kemf, cut her throat; |
. CE e oeren IR UK, s AR el Liwnds

And the lovely Se-she, § terminated her existence, in th five sreamt, .,
Do you imagine that a thoussnd pieces of gold will purchase Seang:jop, |,

For the six private apartmeqts of the pu!lme sre soqsltan\ly"l‘oosi‘n‘. the fair.
How desirable it is early to seck a ha,ndsom% hys?and,l;l T
Cle [ T D B A AL PHE R BTN Rl b BT BN AL M)

For it is rare that a pretty woman, and a man of talent meet.
T g T :?5. 7 S BT Tt el e fea-angf bet

Majesty, on his return to the palace, could not refrain froqg‘ﬂginki'n‘of
her, ind ordered thé painter and his attendasis to ‘beinstintly Deheaded.

*.¥ Yangde;'¥as concubing to Ming-wadg, of the Tang dyhiasty, after
having illicit intarcourse with' s révoltilg wimister, ‘she with ‘the emporby’
repsired. to.the hill- Ma-lwei;: whepe frem:the!consdiowstess of piflt: ‘shé’
pat an end fo her ¢xistence, hy hanging herself. . Sha wils eobdidercdivery:
beautifal, and was greatly. beloved by the gmperor. . -+ .- 1, vy 6

:$-Yu-key was the estcemed concubine of Kapg-yp, snd apcpmpanied;
him, when defeated at Kea-hea. Kang-yu, seging how i
addressed her thus, “'It‘wili be bettfr!férrs?&:stb 'lt::!liﬁ:) :E:ﬁﬁegz:
of Han,” (his conqueror). Yu'ke, réplied; 1 huve heard thit ‘k'fhith:"
ful minister’ cainot serve ‘twWo princes; -and 2. virfwous wofan' tWo” litis-
tmads. 1 beg to meet demth befoxe you st ffer,”—and instuntly ctt her throgt.

. -§ Se-she, who lived at.the tiver, Hwaa-ke; wis a pemson .of 1om birth,.
but was considered handsome. The king of the state Yug; presented, ban

to the sovereign of the state Woo, who wag greatly in loxe mith-heri 1 Sha:
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My, M‘qty&s, if ;&n an"w)u.rd’ be"qu ssnotto give him an answer,
Leang,. igifgusnt, will dpubtless return home, .
Then X am foarfulithis splendid gom will fall into some othor hand, . . .
And if desirous of :teacing: his foetsteps, it will by all-im vain.” .. .. .|
B, Waoyeien had seplied itg Yunsheang, - -
Yiih-gepou, nnexpectodly aptered .the silken .xom,
l{gr'a\ppgqneo, put. = stop.to u\e convemtion.

.....

had been in the lulut of resqrt}n; to the brook Hm to mh,mpe. The -
moderns out of respect to her memory, erecl.ed a tnnmphal uch by the side
of the-itpeamiin The ods -wiys of her, ‘ ‘
When Sy-'he resorted to the booF Hm, to wash crape.
The green mdss on the atones, from jealously, ‘wanted to destroy man,
But she is gong tq. Ko-s00,(the capital) never sgain tq peturn;. - © LD
‘Why then doth the peach by the side of the stream continue to blossom?
v} 'Sean§-J80, ta person of probity), who was ‘ctherwise called Sze-ma-
seang-j0o, hile at Léen-ying, was intimate with Chy-wang.san, who had a, .,
daughter, a mdow, called Cha-w&n-kenen, aged only seven?een, who delight-
ed innifusiéli - Seang-jos; Whilest hesfathes’shouso, atiracied her attention
by means of the Kin, or guitar. Ohg-wan-keuen for some time espied
him through the crévice ¢f the door, ‘when it is'said; she feH in love with !
bim, and in the evening was married to’ Seang-joo,

.\_/
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Wz will by.and bye, relate the wish of the lady of the retired apartmeut, - -
But now we will speak of young Leang, on remembering her lovely eounte-
Time flies easily, though man finds it dificult to obtain & meeting, [dance.
Thus, in the twinkling of dn eye, we are ‘iz the middle of the eighth moom.
< Since my beloved, " said Leang, ‘“has left without luvlng’them of her
Who will undertake for me to deliver s letter to thé beautiful Fair oné ) [feet.
I recollect that this evcnlng ﬂ\e autumn;l feauval vnll be observed
When every family will be playmg QII tbnr nnnnedt of unﬁc.
Then what numbers of persons » will be merry in beholdm‘ the bnght qooa,
‘While I am alone, whese gnef luq ucmnlued to u monnhm“
As the contents of the galden gqble}. nover entcn th stmmch nf tholc:vbo
So, 1, on account of this lady, ﬁave Iaid q,slde cvery employmeht. fé‘nﬁe

T'll endenvour to as¢ertain wheﬂnﬂh godhﬂhug-go. bemﬂhdlgnm
yood il to oy

Hm,whyusheuthetonueofﬁmnzmmml,

>
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On listoping, heaned she dzwm fzam tho.city: butilemmant,: quaonntethe de
o cond. wetdl, .t . e conioz tunil L5 floe indd Betem ol £
Whilst » splitary: toner, camted.iite dirm light out- his grivved. coyaténandn. .}
Though he rolled himpelf in.the comterpaney Jis conkl. pak vioepinlons, . |
Ho therefore roged, ssunjering, walked forth tp the ppjated tormes. .-
Tho rows of bambogs on being pgitated by the wind, umgd:a.aomm
Whea be.pcreeive? the lpvdy moon ;Ii,t,tering i the water popd; , .,
While there, be heard the goqnd of the, fute,. thaugh he kaew nat, framy

"
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wlneneo it .
S A IR R | JEN B PR AR RPN St B AT el _wiai ode hiao’)
Bat le ?hlll.l petecved that tul Man-k -dnn.
’ Lot oe : ot s e-: e ml ’ :l.ln AT BRI R STV A
Mﬁommded ntp xeftothelohhry youth
LR TRETIPONTE' B3 ORI »ﬂ At wiow g mo-t ol EREAS
Wlenthepenl tears ﬁ'ombolh bqlewedhuclotha.—
T H"l/lmh['l(ﬂ“l“u 1 i :’x L DR TN B VAL CE Tt |
On tunm; himself roungd to pusthe thoroughfsre, te take a nmble

i teunasor bospsly o IERAIR IR SN

He fancted ﬁnthe nw som¢ persons wslkmg in tile slmdow of tbe moon.

iroit 9t oot e
As they endeavoured to conéeal tf:emselves umong the mllows ‘
SIS S op

He fonml lmlmllJ snrtounded by s ‘number * ‘of ungeixc bemgs.

ol e e e e oot cesto b ol o d
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The Wwind; «on'agitsking: their garinents, gave them the ‘appearanéé of bahs !’
And wafted their soft and delicate voices among the .fwwers o> [ners,
On chosen itmpectiba; itiprovbd®o béib ttler'ihin'the dudghtsrdf! Yasg! ! /7
Litthe 'Mis' "Ym-ﬁw’clbng" WMDY ‘Ber> AdEitie  iWchdig > et T

The Mifitiele 0 i3 tih ‘malds, whilst walking beneattt He moon. " 1!
Seid; kit WY wWhbTe Yhrwd leldein éhjoy sucha '1.,'&, wight,
Though'1¥'thé léasiilt to paik” té* diening o' Tont of 'the hantt ™"
How mutt ok agheeatis'lo Bke' a ramble by the spleions of J.e moo

sn ey 3ooernds
Could she imagine, that my pmon mbeneuth the drooping willows,
TR AR I “ wonp edoialy ad pudd
And that he was bound by many tla of love, to th:s beautiful Miss?
croemalito L ol e e voeeeg eden 2dt AL

On Le.ng s mslnng forth from unong the ‘flowers to make a low bow,

:l!f

U RPN N W _otirranade ol gl g o) aed I
He uul “ Mnss, how luppy am l m seemg you, for I think fate has decreed
T R U it e ol Lot e uipnmun()

Pth-yué, on approaching, was thus pleased toaccost him, ['our union.’
RN A B Co voeoaL

‘oL "

““ Who so late at nijt remains thus among the ﬂ?v%fm‘!' - gttt

As my Mistresl ia hﬁ]_'e,'l beg you will with 3ae!tyq',vv~ithdrpw,‘ o Reoy oH

You possess s deal of asurance, or why approach in this rude manner.”
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Young Lemg on hmmg what sl\e md, tlnu rephed,

ghreg qre . AR TRY A TN R |

“1 r'm!z beg of .J?','.z-..".“!!'s.,"a-u°ﬁ.vr,"£mfrf the pupilsy | . . o

For from the time that 1 ssw. your Mjstres by the side of the chess poard, .,
1have soaght her along, disregardles of the length of theroads (o -
While alone it the wildow, eddding: the chilting'told bf e fight)” "
To your Misttess s ‘my thid' itcesdanifly revérted Peit T ivifowe "ud
This evening..the. gdddess: Changigo-soems. propitibus, 1 . « :. - 1/
Beipg.at ber fnll-she defusos her i luster: smong tHe Sowdres, . <+ .. Lol

Jgrotolcde n oot hesala o o gy e e b e Y
Since we have obtained an mtervncw, let us talk on love’s ;I'am,
1 e b ool 1o o on e boam o ied va ol

Inso doing you will not grieve the man mﬂnenced by the moon’s aludow
The-yotrri§ Wiss; Wit 1's6¥ voied! perniitted thd éehtlemlh 6 Misten, ' i
When she said, «'rfig' m‘&"ﬁd&'ﬂgl e’ fowers;" ‘rescibies 'not t‘:e T

habitants owa&'ﬁﬁm od o zhoan qleeee grsh gl enfioNd

RR 7 | P RO 3 FYSYTESCORTHE N T O) A TR RO B PR A RPTUPE I L}

For ‘those who wear the gown and the pin, m innensible of love,

-t pbuoty ot noale bt eronn ald e b PR YR 1 EYR S IR P e 4
only uqnammd with the science of the needle

wmold g Ae ool U, Y (T T Y I BT B
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I will thank you, Snr, 'to take & stq) tomds yonr qn.rt.men
For the flowers' ‘be}ond yoﬂﬂer Vsl "do ‘not Tistract the 1 lui
Yonng Leang “while the téars ﬁowed"tlfx!o(n(gli'”gna? Ab e
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% Your heart, lﬁs, Y tlnni musi "he' as hard as iron’ o’, lton. we o e I

For during-a whole yoar, .o yonr; acsownt: haygohi boem illy.u ls ot 07
And medicine 1 ﬁnd.ig.AMle{mmcnggi%;M,yﬁ love. i - g o

At times when 1 Jook: gt the--moeny, :tonss!'tromrh! fromBoth ‘eyes, ~isi I’
And when amidst-tn fluwers, -my:-heatt is: imeesinhthy- rélfly “td Dreaaki(/
My flesh and boneo, on your account, are reduced to a skeleton,

Gl it e Vel pa fowlirtlo srsd e 9ot
For my ﬂnttcred munl has no ome on whom it can rest.
St st Ul g el asm o wesing for e pur i iy oo nl

From gonstang smfo . mq'wpm reapblon, the back et
While in persop, and sppearance, I am, grosthy, Altsnede. . . .. jodys
Frigidness by day, scarcely needs to be pegapdedss/ 11, 20 tic.

But by mght, whilst sleepmg alone, it is msnpporhblo. [scure the moon,

w iy ol hos neon odt e onw seodt 10

Wlnt l most dre.d is the sound of the mornmg drnm, when t.lw clouds obd-

Al e o D s anle dide Dedaisupas ' oo ogul i

The very thought robs me of my courage, and almost breaks my he.rt.
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These wounded feelings are really more than can be borue, .

Thus X sit frost-bitten before a heart-breaking lamp.

Miss, if you ‘cannot belicve the distress I endure from love,
Look at my clothes and observe how many traces t'hef contain of my tears.
If, Miss, you will not comdeicend to give me a favorable reply,
I shall most assuredly die in your presence.
I dare not be dupleued with you, nor can I say tlu..t yon:h;ve decei:
ved me, ' S
But while playing on my ten fingers, I repine at my wnbappy fate!™ .
Yaouséen, perceived that he was execedingly grieved s
And it was with difficulty that Yun-heang restrained the falling tear.© .. .
Who on advancing a few steps, thus addressed the virtuous Miss, '
“Young Leang, I perceive is indeed much distressed in his mind;
If Miw, you are now unable to retain kim 4 ‘your theughts,

How much better for you to seize s sword and kill bim at once,
. By .
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It is seldom, I think, that a beautiful woman-and a person of talent meet;
For where are we to .go and seek the ancient Pth-ya? ®
I, your slave, bescech you, Miss, that you will listen to what I.say,

And vow with the youth to love each other with sincerity of heart,

‘When your minds-are once established, it will not be easy to change,
Having decided, then publish the affair to the world.
By s0 doing, in the first instance, you will be united to him during life, .

And in the second, will prevent young Leang from anxiety of mind,

The feelings of lgve, wf old, bave .existed in othiers beside you,
As to compassion and pity, it has known noue like the gay and the fair.”
Yaou-sken, on heariug what she said, being unable te reply, °
Sat ?emive, looked towards the moon,and thought that it was not trwe,

¢ Prh-ya, is a bandsome pereon of:npncient story, who on the .desth of

" an esteemed friend, repaired to his tomb to seek hims when he broke ta

pieces his favorite violin, saying, “I ‘bave now no:f;ie‘:ld left that i;u,
quainted with my notes,”



HEBELRRS L AE
iR A3 8 % B 4o R
ﬁﬁ*%ﬂﬁﬁ#%%
HEARS

%+Eﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁ¥

ﬂ%?%ikﬁﬁﬂiﬁ%%ﬁ
EERLESETHBROLEN

The antfnl Yun-bheang, knowing the mind of her Mistress,
Called to PYb-yu¥ to pass yonder beneath the flowers,
And in the cloud-ball to place a table with offerings of incense,
While they, together repaired to the centre of the room.

Yaou-séen, with & blush, thus mddressed young Leang,
« Sixteen tedi;ms Springs have 1 dwelt in the secluded room ;.
During which time, the verdant Spring has been withheld from my view;
And, though the flowers bloom and fade, I have been too lazy to behold them.

All thecknowledge I possess, is embroidery, which I have been tanght hy
my mother,
For as yet I have never travelled so remote as yonder village.
Since, Sir, you bave condescended to be in love with me,

Being among the flowers, I can but comply with your mind.
I know of no proeeeding so good, as to.pledge my word to be yours

through life,

For Iam not of a lecherous mind, or.one who will break her marriage vow.
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Let us this night decide an importantaffair, which shall interest us during life ;
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Having once given our word, let us never think of exchanging it.”

Leang, on hearing what she said, with a smile thus replied,
« Gracious lady; your rectitude and love seem to resemble the vast seal
This night the Goddess Chang-go shall be our witness; -
How can F ever dare forget you, my love, or think of another!
For you, have I endured a deal of grief and disiress,
And from thé ﬁﬁt time I saw you, the time as passed heavily away.”
When from out of his sleeve he drew a sheet of beautiful paper,

On which he designed to write the marriage vow.

“ Of our vow,” said he, ‘““you and I will each retain a copy,
IW'hich we will keep till the day of our marriage consummation.”
Leang, took the pencil, and leaning on the music stand,

Wrote a Vow of Constancy, which they botb anmounced to the Gods.

Each vow was signed with their family and adopted names,

To ‘which were added Y@-ang’s and that of the other two servants ;



10

BREEH
TEFHAIZ
d % St 2o
G % 2 & A
s [ e R
EmFE |
A S ER o % B
2% | 1= v
u§ T TN
B (56
N[ e 2
B BF | oW
o |

>
H
et
A B4
3

£EX
HEBBERTAPA TR 448
?ﬁﬂﬁﬂ“%%%%%%#wﬂ‘%ﬁ%

Stating, This affair originated from my seeing you at the mansion of He.ou;

~
-
-
-

From which time I have sought you, tracing your footsteps to thns g-u'den; ’

After adoping a thoumand stratageins to obtain a glympse of yourface; -

Itscems our union docords with- Heuven; for we Have:met i the side of the-

flowers, R } , -, ;

* While influenced by the moon," uid he, ‘“ now let us perform our vow, .

For the chrysh.l mirror dnms to shed its lustre on our persons.”
“MayL,” contmned Len.ng,“ if I breck this my oath, die beneath the sword,

Descend into hades forever, and never ngam re-enter the world.

May yon, if you keep not your mmnge vow, die in the river,

Or, vmh difficulty evade the axe from severmg your head from your body !
When they had signed the oath, thcy both prostrated,

On monncingl it to the Gods, tbe‘y ‘offered three ‘famed sficki of incense. .

One sort of incense which they offered was called Ma-ya,

That tﬁc youth’s literary pencil might produce many luxuriant ﬂowm;
And that at the Spring examination, acquire fa;ne like father Yangs

Return in rich' attire that ﬂleir‘nnptials might be celebrated.
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Two sticks of sandle wood incense was also lit,
That the fair Miss, and blooming youth, might regain their former vigour
And when united might realize their heart's. wish.
For the vow bore their nsual signatures, that their sincerity mighthe knowa.
Three sticks of fragrant incense was offered to Venus, the goddess of love,
That they, during life, might retain their first love.
“ Ye hills, and seas, witness this our oath, and involve us in distress!
And ye spiéions carth, and vast heaven, if we imitate notthe virtuous ancients."
‘When they had announced their oath to the Gods, and worshipped, they arosed,
And in pr&enée of the flowers sat down and conversed together
Yonng Lesng broke sllence by thns accosting the nymph,
L Mnss, when I firstsaw you, I remember it was the commencement of Spnng 3
Now, since summer has passed, and antumn is come,

We must wait till ihe clouds are dispersed, and the moon is again at her full.

Thus must I longer continue to pine through love,

For an hours separation appear as long as three Spyings.




Hy
AXFEEERRALE R ZIAMESR
W S A A0 K T B MM R B
AERIBEARZEAERRBAAE
ERELERZKFUARSNE RS
FHERBEEEER AR ALY

BERBEIXTR T AFTIDE S
FRASZABERAAER ZRBOTA
May not my meeting with you, this evesing, be compared to the moeti onorié*
For then her spleadonr constantly expanstes osi menkind; [side of the hepvons|
To me, Miss, you far excel Chang-go, the goddpss..of loye] .- . -7
1 thepefore beg thet you will contiang to:shéoe on the .scholar,™ . [/

Yaou-sBen, confounded, blushing .thes replied,. - ;

“Who is able to imitate the conduit of the prince Chi-wimd .. < .[/7
Your .sigve, s medest, virtueus, studious girl, IR A
Js only ambicious of attaining the virtue of the ‘snciests, - '~ '/
This evening, whon:] pledged my word with you benesth the fiowers, < -ii i/
T raised sy hoad, snd.sesponded. o the Goddess of the moon, o' 10
On accvunt of You, ‘Sir, ‘being heyressed i ‘ywur mind; " ! i
1 have thrown sside ‘my boolis snd neglected: my solitary lamp; - =1/ o7

Appréhensive, lest for me you should injure yoor constitution,” -

1 in complisnce huve vowed to give rest to ,OI;I’ mind,

Should:ever an sttempt be made, 1o foree weto disgraee mysdlf, ¢ !

I'll yield my person to desth, -and- imitate the illustsious -aneients. “:
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By acting thus,. I.shall prevent you, Sir, from'anxsous thoughts,
And on account of your. slave;:deter-youfrom negleetimg ybur studibs;, ”! 1+t

Young Leung, ‘on hearing what she 4aid, winted te embrite her,
When her téurs, which flowed amdng'the flowdts, loft trates onher gown, !
Bighing, being unable to reply,.lrer hédd swaked in her Bovoms - )
When Lesng, grieved: to. see-hér, thus farther addressed her,: -+ - -

¢ Who could have thought, lovaly Miss, that you wonld refusemie, ... 7
And thus slight . my..honoged. mother: and gzoy:headed fathedr . ' - . f
When me .are soparated, it -is doubtful whether- I shall lohg .omist, - . °
On my leaying you my. bewildezad soul will cartainly again nefurn.™:

The little Miss; .on, iaseing o -snguish:of his: soul. thas semle, . (.
To tranquillige bis mind, advised him to possess, patignces. ...:; 4/t :
Saying, ¢ If our marriage b,° decreed, can there he a doubt of our unioy, /
Why then, amidst t.l;e flowers, do you urge me to an illicit. _con?],hpcg? ;

How can your slave be unacquainted with the distresa which men esidure,

When their virtuons lives are once overcome of evil?
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From s ¢hild.. ] kave been' taughii; to. detést bass - vicious women,

80 oue:union, without adhering ta custom, will violate the rules of decorum.

Were 'iou t6 kill e, I aver I will not consent to your wish,
But with & firin ‘redolution wait iu the bride chamber till Spring.”
Young Likang; perceiving that she would not yicld to his embruce,
Restraining his grief, sat by her ‘side in the shade of the flowers.

Thus they ugr';eobly’];.ned’ the time in hliing m'd"'langhing,
When unexpectedly #he morning druin announced the fifth watch.
On the female servant jutting her i\ﬁstreap to retire to the fragrant room;
Burjiicid, ihe rosed. On taking lesve; tears trickled from both eyes of the

.. . - v .
~oa nyouthesa . G ey

' .
Paveses Y e e 0 . wot L

W‘ﬁiel’é&ﬂmg' ﬁ'f/flg}” the 16v’e:l&‘!'§d'y. lé{ng—&ng.huhé ¢onvulsed, " -
m lns gn,ci,tt thstnoﬁmt,uceeﬂalwht be. had formerly feit.
“Mis,s; » ;gfg“!d'!:g;"f when alo'ne’l hope ip’u will reta?n:m'e; in yom; thoughts,
Nor thidk trival of ‘the” vow’ that ths night you bave maade.. -

e R R
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By cmbeaciag- every opportunity:of sending ¢ fow- lines ¥y the ‘wikd geese s

Youn.will prevent the student from. distracting his mind foran abseutisdy. ™ -

Yaou-séen, with great reluc}an_c;e, .withdrew from him her band,

And 3s the tears raised the ruge on her check, she thus accosted him :

**1 who was bomm ju the embroidered ball, and dwell within the red doors, .

“Could not imagine; that love would thys weund man.

Now, on takmg leave of you, Su', to return to my room,
i

I begin to know that the regret of pnrtmg is as vnst as the sear

* Drriirg' e reign of Chaouste, (one of the Han sovereigns,) S00-woo, a
muuster of state, was sent embmdor to the Heung-noe tribe, who detained
him in confinement 19 years. Afterwards his Majesty to promote a good
understanding, sent their chief a princess, and begged the liberation of Sno-
woo. The Heung-noo's prevaricated, and affirmed that the embassador was

Y

dead. It happened while his Majesty : awas in his park shooting wild fowl,

that he saw a goose with aletter tied to its foot, which proved to be a letter
frony Séo-wooe, imehtening' thit 'he was.an: herdsmman at Ta-tath. ! Phe:
Heung-npo's on bemg informed by the emperor of the circumstance, were
astonished, and acknowledged their ‘crime, and sent home the embassador.

-~

From which story, the sending of letters by wild geese, is s commqn allusiap.
t The allusion is, thatas the sea is unfathomable, the painful feclings

of separated lovers, are not to be described.
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I advise you with diligencs to. persug your.studies, tharehy acguire fame,” |
And early decide on our wedding, when you will wait on my father and mother.
To obtain our heart’s desire,we Wll pull together detel_'min\ea never {o sepamty,
Disregardiess of the crowing of the cock, the chattering of the birds, or the

moon’s dipping in the west,”

Leang, on accompanying Yaou-sben to the bottom of the. garden, - -
Shed forth tears, which coniinuqd to flow: down ther choeks. o
One we have scen retire with grief and .regret to the silken room, " °
Wahile the other, wnth slothful steps enmegl the slmdg of the dronpugg mll,qws.

'l‘hey, llke the water blrds Ynen tnd Ymg, when lepara.ted. by the .dashing
Agltated lnd bownldered walked two dlﬁ'erent ways.. , [waves,

—
' MARRIAGE DECISION W!-IILE ON BOARD SHIP. ..

Wz will wave, for the presentirelatiog what transifired among the fiowers,
And detail of what oecusred :while Leang wps.returning té:kis native village.
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He having for somg'ﬁhie filled an mpottmt 'offlee in the state, decided ‘on
Cpesigling, e T

‘When hé took hil émoluients, the I‘n;nn'ti of his oovetoigh% to return to culy

trae b

L vtk T
Lew, an intimate friend of his, member of thé Board of M.gumq',
'Was also a native of the far famed dhtric't”W'omhéang.- '
On seeing the minister Leéang, dressed ‘for hiy intended Journey,
Felt indisposod to remain any lenger in office.’

On the following day. he entered the pll.co and resngned lm seul
When, on purchasing a vessel, they commence then- journey toget.her
The boat which contained a pair of seats m moved along by the oars,

Till they reached their native village, where they were met by their fnends.

At night, when they anchored, they md the time in convemng togcther,
And during the tedious day, they incessantly raised the golden goblet.

As the estaem and ldve they bore for each other, being that of brothers,

We may be amanéd they were natives of the sume village.
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Tt bappened, while they wave talking:en domestic' affaissy:. - 2
That father Lew said, dehad e young: and blooming dwnghtel; 1 o T
Exceedingly haadepme;,ani endowed with.s comprehensve dnind. ! 111 .}
Leang, as soon s.it: was.mantionnd, salicited hesas o brade fot hisson; ::'//
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Father Lew roﬁthglw:ﬁ@)eﬂeqhi.for-ydung-w-,' wl oo e
Instantly decidod, that the youthsshould bel ukited by: the ties-of wedloiek//
After being repeated wetted by the waves, thidy arrived.at their shodes, . -

On their paxting, tho seyvants took chmrge of their baggage, ¢« 1~ v . 77

St b e — Pore o preeivin

THE SERVANT SENT TO BID MASTER LRANG'S RETURN/
st Y e hooeran AN RN A

Tas minister Beang, on going on shore repaired to his residence, . . ; ,

Asd was received b the lady, who was exceedingly elateds ., .,
She then yetee:lved that mera'l years absence ,had tlhared his appearance, .-/,
And that the florid conntemce was now crovmed with grey hairs.

The lady despatched a servnnt to repmr to Chmg chow,

To request his young master wuth speed to return home.
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The gentleman, . with:n smile,wddressing the lady, sbidy oo o il
« I have already.gdeqilesd imith! whom wy sori shall wed, - 0.7 il Tan'l
Father Law, :Ahe: Donimissionee,: hias s aintuble dgughder, ¢/~
Who issevihtedn;'as yet:wes! bover ‘betzotheil in-marrlige, o -« o5 !
Her name is Yith-Ring, ‘aud is- comsidered extrémely- clestr, -+ ./ r.fit’l
Whilei an hoard: he: prodrised: heti in -mertiage 16 iny!sbapi ' . -t .t-ul
The.sorvaint with épeed was bid:to-hasten lils master's rétuen, R
‘While a person was gederdd:to piepare the nectasary. certificates of ‘hisage, !
The marriage proposer, in compliance; bustily presented the marriage proposal,
When jhwcpelentedw prapinus sday for. delebratihg. theif Auphisls: . 7.
We will wave for the preaent relating affairs that were prevnously deereed,
And again ‘detail mpectmg a ‘domestic servant of Eeangs housc e
He, on receiving : s Mabters stérn command, unmednatefy proceeded,f'“l
Whei 6 wiiidg at Chaog:choe he s tis Masir i'{i,.i;n’g g
b Lenm oot g G5 b w4 3 b

He appnzea ‘b of his lllustrnons fnthers retum,

viedgye bl anF
That he yesterday arnved at lm natwc dlstnct
R TR IMRTIN Y IE7 A DUICENE AT A TES R I
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Iang' on bem( mfomql of the retura of lm ﬁ&oq.
l—hsuly- pq:ke(llus boob nd gmhr to rqmr llome .. -

On taking-lauve of 14 Nephéw agd Auat; s 2 ~of b Ll it 0
He repaired 'to’ bid-adien’ to ‘the family’ Yang: * ol iy oo v
The gentlentid immediately ordered fdod and’ wime'té be brought, - iV
While they were partaking of it, Yang with'a smilethud addrested bim i '

AN IRD EE T IE L ey g I LITH IR Vet )
* Thave a word or two 1o say to you, whnch will agsuredly mak eyou sm:lf, .

1t is, Sir, that on your return you mll thus ad&ress your honorcd parent, .
(B ;q T80

That 1, the, oJd “‘,"”»M‘?.‘.,f"'.‘;‘g"'.‘"f of the same age, with yourselfy ,

B{YANEN
And hope thatrhe willnot think lightly of the schalar, but grant your uniog,”
Leang-sang, on hédiing whit hd said, fiustil{’made h fdpecttul bow;" "
When, ditifally “Yelying bn hik promfise; ‘became excetditigly dlatéd. °

AU | I I SR PR S SN SRTHI T SERAATRIT IS POV QN PYI B )

rdhe 0 o saileld
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On taking leave, at the repast, Leamg. retuxned to his study, . -
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‘Where, cherishing thoughts of the pegson wiihf rhom he had vayyed,,. . . ;
With spees he repaired. to.the back garden ) while below.the floyer supporters

He fortunstely ospied Pth-yu# goter. the garden, .
- On his near approach, he thus softy addressed her,

"y iuve to thank you and Yun-ﬁung “for the trouble yéﬁ tave ‘takeny

Your ])rofound kmdness, 1 shall long renmnber; '

el

But I kiow not the day when Y shall be ‘Wble to” re'co'mpent? y'd;i. A el

v vy

i PRI ISR IITLE I TLRTA SN R N PR UPRVERII FTY IRNTEN
On account of my father's gretm"n, who 'h;s'rcsngned his offide)

1 am comp, to take y leave ofiyou, ere I peturn home. .. . .. . .

You will repair. to-the sillken room and jaform your vigtuous Mistress,
That I will trouble her to take & walk among the flowers.
Having a sentence, which weighs heavy on my mind,

T am desirous of communicating it to her myself.”

a4
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Pih-yu¥; in compliance with his request, procceded

'Fo her Mistress' apartments; where she communicated the message:

‘Leang, impatiently waited by the side of the flowers till she came,

For after taking leave; he had that evenmg to return to his native village:

Ymn-seen, as soon as she heard the memge her spirits were bewildered,

 Why, ** said she, “since we ha#e not long been acquainted, must we 80 soon
part *

She wasinteit on sending for a’goshetween to propose marriage to him,
When in company with Pﬂ)-y.ué and Yu;n-heang, she cntered the gal‘den;
On quitting the silkett room, she with precipitancy lifted the golden lilies,
When their persond were -alternately” dbscured as they dntered amdng the

flowers.". *
Leang, on seeing Miss' Yaou-sécn approach,
Entered within-the railings to retéive the fair lady:
Ere He kad communicated to her the distress he fclt on the thought of parting,

On taking each other by the hand, they entered heneath the willows,
1
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Leang, with tears, addrwsmg Yaou-séen, said,
¢ To day our separation must take place, and we be purtcd asby a dense cloud,
For my father having resigned his office, has returned to cultivate his fields ;

Thereby I shall be prevented from enjoying iour company.

Ought not we, who cannét live together, be pitied on account of the dis-
‘ tress of our minds! |

Never think, Miss, of seizing the splendid gem and give it to some other;
For when taking leave at the banquet of your honored father,
He promised that I should obtain you in mrri;ge. ’

Ere long, I will seek a person who shall make the necessary arrangements,
For my union with you, Miss, there eertainly must be a day.
Who is able to relieve me of the anguish I now feel on parting,

Can the willow’s silken thread bind the single youth:”

‘While addressing the youth, tears flowed from both eyes of the lady,

‘When she said, ‘[ am fearful lest fate will not accomplish what we so much

desire.
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Althou.gh my father has ?rongiqed to give me in marriage to you,
Still there is the consent of your honored parents to be obtained.
You must conghntl’ bear in mind the Vow that you have made,
Nor should either of us be ';nting in keeping our word. [sent,
From hencefortb, though your father and mother Qhoul,d not 5ive their con-

Most assuredly I will never trifle with you, by marrying some other person,

Since death, which. regards neither the rich nor the poor, is the lot of all
mankind, '
Itis my determination to leave behind me a chase grave, a companion for the
evening’s dusk. .

As yet, I am unacquainted with the decision, of you my husband,

But you can now say a few sincere words while before the flowers.”
Leang, on tgking Yaou-séen by the hand, said,.
*Miss, whilst among the flowers I hesought the Gods,

That if 1 do not remain united to you till I am grey headed,
That I might disregard life, forsake my family, and go in search of you. a
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‘Whether dzad or live, I will never forsake you, lovely and ylrtuous Miss,
But most assuredly will remain your's while life shall last.

My Miss, on parting you will return to the embroidered room,

And not silily spend day after day in thinking of me.

In former times, those who were crossed in love, fell ill;

T am fearfui jest you become emaciated, and be stripped of youg bloom,™
Yaou-séen, weeping thus farther addsessed young Leang,

¢ Promise me again, ere you leave that you will gefrain fram gl_'icvin'g 3

Jf fate has decreed our union, it must be .consummated y

Let therefore your mind be fixed on the temple of fame, and aspire to the

highest seat,” \
i i ) . yi ) how iong,

Thus they ontinued hand in hand, dallying, they knew not

T they saw the sun in the west, and the willows' shadow reflected on them,

Oue to the other said, * If you will not Jet me go, I will not let you: ga,

Fqr while together how can we endure the thought of parting !

-
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The azuze cloid ii's'udtlenly {Qlispersed, and tﬁb glus howl is euily byoken,
But the thonght qf yout dwglhng on 'he nortp end I an the qomh is enongh
to kil °‘l° 2. ’ ‘

On ml’“"m! bw “'8 wme P'bom comrslng t°$“h°"
Being unvilling to ,..s they instantly secuded themselves.
On ulvangmg‘s few steps they each turned round and wept,
When from the grief of parting they l&gthcned out five p.cea to ten.

Fain would ﬂney Iuve dutvoyed the ﬂowcrs because they obscured theu' alu

. . Tel 'u. 13

When Leaag, wiping amy the tan; retnmed to ius room, il ’[do:s.
5o gl dn ol
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PART IV,

LEANG RETURNS HOME TOQ SEE HIS FATHER.

?iiﬁiﬂ‘i"

Oq repunng to Im room, he packed lns books md sword
Wlnch mtll the regret of pntmg, he re]mred on bo;rd .
Wavo after wave bote him glong like s fallen ﬂower, ’
‘When, enraged, he was ready to break his heart at Spring’s approach.

As soon as he arrived at his native place, he hastened on shore,
And entered the hall to pay his respects to his father and mother.
The father and son, were exceeding happy in seeing each other 3

-‘ ‘When his father at the head of the hall, thus addressed him :

‘ My son, when in the gtudy, be intent on acquiring knowledge of the classics,

That in autumn,~ by strength of mind you may ascend the temple of fame.”
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‘The lady for the information of kier son, thus tc_eo!ted him,
< Yesterday I settled for you with whom you are to wed. .

ﬁ*ﬁ#?ﬁ*ﬁﬁ

1L is to be to the daughter of Lewy of the Bevenue Board,
And your marziage will take place, on your acquiring literary fime.” .
Leang, as soon as ho heard the menkion of marriege, " . ... . ', . .l
Evinced displeasure, and was excoedingly. enraged. L s
‘Who is able to described the feelings of those in love
On taking.an basty leave of his parents he retired to his room.,

J—
$IGHING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MOON.
a4 ' . -
Ox breathing «.long sigh; hé repaired back to his room,
‘Where he found it diffieult to restrain the teats from trickling down his cheeh';’ J
From constant sabhiog he was nemly suffocated, . . .- ;

PO S P

‘When beating his bresst, he, burst into tears te.releave his,tzoubled mind. .
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« Our union,” said he, * being not deereed,; thy outh amidet bt fowthiis
ofnoavaily” " 0 T e ETA gt
Alast 1have trifled: #ith the fair: and beaudiful . ¥deu.mbests o1 1 o: .. .3
Miss; had T .caslj knoiwsiithat we ceuld not Jive togethet duringdifop . = «1v s
How would 1, from the fiess; isve dured 6 ingult you¥ gerWors noo- = =
Now, sinee our union is not decreed; we wilt edt asunded the" fifings’ of
fove, b Dl e aedioh cEalde con 7
For if 1 call to Hestvét'it will nét answer; nor witl edveh give def- Ltes ey ! '
Since in this life; we ean never sleep tog‘e'tl\:r on the mme pillow; [prayer.

1 bhave no wish to live in the present state of affairs,
SCRUD I RERNES FIDONRC N BG R SM IEN DFAY BNC DN MR 48 NS PO8 SR T2 R £

My sole desire is td die on account of that beautiful lady;
Ah { Miss, did you know that my heart fof you W-e.dy to break f
And that from grief; 1 stamp: with. my. feet;- -nu-p withamyl fimgetiyi il O
‘While my, bed, night after night, is made Wot with oy teer " 1i hisss -l i ol ?
How much may I be pitied, #s ‘b eantiot obtaiw her lovely person; """ o
For the pléastrés and mirth of this Yife have fallen in the waves of the sea,*
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- Y will now seize the whole of my themes and throw them into the river,

My books of pactry and prose, I will consign to the flames.

Since Heaven has not decreed our uynion, I will seek death,
Despising fanie though I could pbtain the three highest literary ranks.
Tea and food to me is now Pecome yopleasant and insiped,

Had I veal, or lamb, with excellent wines, with whom could I pledge?

While disregarded, I dread the bright moon which shines among the flowers,
And now while beneath her fulgent beams I sigh for the absent lass.”
On b-ehold'm‘ tlie unc!ouded moon,‘ he called to the goddess of love,

To have compassion on s yontb wbo cannot gbtain his heart's wish.

+ ¢« Recollect,” nnd he. * that from the ﬁrst I was united to the family by
And the feelings of love we bore each other whilst in the garden. [esteem ;
To day, my father havmg deranged the feelings of Iove of a former day,

We have no hope of enjoymg the felicity of t.he water blrds Fungand Lwan.”

While addressing the moan, his heart seemed broken,

Being dejected he knew not what course to pursue.
-8
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¢ I perceive (continued he) in this life I am not likely to obtain my~wi§i:.-’ !
And from continual grieving my head and Upnes ave diseased, = et
‘While alone, and beholding the bright moon, I am irresolute,
For ere the former tears are wiped dry, tlicy are succeeded hy others,
Beforc my union with this lady is consummated, and we form a pair,
The coverlet bas become cold, and the pillow frozen,—who for the fyture
shall | love}

I now regret our Vow which was te endure with the sea and mountains,
For I have no hope of ever having a campanion within the bed curtains. '
Ought I not to be pitied, being desirous of marrying butcannot,

Alas! my fair and lovely lady, Miss Yaou-séen ! ‘ [pair;

Astheloving birds Yuenand Ying, when once disperced with .diﬂiculty ag.-ain
‘Who cotild have thought that the desires of a sincere heart would prove lneﬁec
‘When I behold the bright moon, the tearsin strecms cross each other, [tual
And a hundred painful sensations of parting dwell on my mmd

From the time that I took leave of that beauty among the ﬂ9wen,

And returned home, my mind has becen seized ‘with grigf.



- BHR &K
MR Ay RN B
HHB B4 ZRAIMARBEX

Incessantly with the day do I gaze with extended head, ’—

'Till by feelings of love, I am cagried along the castern stream.
If in this life, my union with her cannot take place,

At which thought my heart reverts;

Can 1 ever esteem a new face and disregard the old?
No, I'll retain my. thonghts of bet and devorce her ouly af death.

On beholding the bright moon, —1 weep tears of blood,
"Till the pleasures and enjoyments of life are entirely gone.
Ewowi Rbe time that I.fell in love with her, she has not been from my nind.
IridesH the whole affdir to the?c&n‘l mament, appedrs but a phaatom,
Thus I remain sighiing and weeping till  ain disgased:from love, . .
Wbegfllalsémy head and see 1 have no partner, I am ;ng;y at my fate,
For fat bas'decefved s both; in giving us such in effusion oflove.
As the eastern wind bas dispersed the éonjigal Birds Lwa and Fung, -
I will terminate my:existericé to récomperice this lovely lady.”

A
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On beholding the bright moon, he again remembered his love, -
‘When the pearly tear fell in confusion, like drops -of rain. -
Flipping his fingers, he c?ntinueq to sigh.at his unhappy fate,
In being disappointed in so desireable an uﬁiqn.

‘When the thought occurred, that he should never be united to her,
He would exclaim, I.will eertainly rid myself of those feelings1 -
His bosom being filled. with regret, hg hecame indignant,

When by the recurrence of a single thought he was nearly suﬁ'outegl.

¢ If,” said hey.* I edrimot have an interview with her in this life, I willseek

" For doubtless the fair lady still dwells in the silken chamiber.  {herin death.

Does she yet know that I am promised in marriage to another ? -

Alas! she is deceived in the szectyt:log of my seeking a marriage proposer.
Who could bayg forseep that some gther person would enjoy her company 2

The very thought. excited the irritability of his feelings.: .

But these thoughts he was wnable to rid, from. hismind; ..

For at midnight, as the moon sunk, his grief encreased.

—



- —r—— —— -

8

2

§
N 4 S 3 0

-

maﬂagg
EwduBFR
5 O¥ 5T Y ok
B S 3 ol o
B S WM |
St L} 1) R
%&#*#g
PEBESE Y

=
maﬁsg?

ﬂﬂﬁﬁi$ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ

On nptmng to'Kis room, with dejected spmts,
_Ashe wad-woit to undre-ed lnmelf hé observed the sheet of)aper;
It contained the msrrugé vow, wlnch sppeared as just written’s g

On taking it in his hand, he wept oventull he MmOfblood, el

oo Thmmamomt. mdhe‘: 0 I’l'e dl our plns'of' Tovemdemlnw," ¢
‘Though on ths p‘cpe‘r we v;r:)t; tlle ci;c:lswn“ofl our muuh. . } ' v “‘I
Though firm to our vow, we dnnt not opPoio onrllﬂmu. vt l’ )
M“""ﬂﬂ vnll mmt on our fnendshlp bems brokon oll'; B
Thea our urion can °“‘! ake rlm ina future :ute - ,1 “,.‘::l

1 will never dare presume to Mlvq tluqlad" by ,ur,rym‘wme other, q ol
But will remain ta the end of my daysa singleman. . . . ...,
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| YAOU-SMEN"SQOLRY HER SERVANTS; .
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We will refnm rom namtmq the stu ent’s disa ?om

1u DT NN} PERTINCN Y11 €77 no ~x.m.m ul beraictney 3l
But will again relate of father Yan,
‘F.l‘l..;u;ll,..’ R E |»nl;||' % IR FRE TR
Yang, on the anmversu of his birth duy, mde afmt,
el gha b be carcollo sy o B wotaie L i g i 8 o
When Heaou entered the hall to congntnlatz him on its return.
el ano Ty oo hoadt sden 2 e Adb e dpaod™

Miss Yaou-séen, was seen standing at the head of the hall,

SLITIL 0 Seatt o Cen Sod s a0 e o e W'r

While the guest, who filled the room, were empting the golden goblet.

e o Aot caid G anit e oo -ieni Hia ceoltdaoh o'l

The gentleman, uldressmg Master Huou, thus asked,

o S Y0 B TR B I llmv uny poiny 1o el

¢ Why, Leang from the time he left, has not sent a single line ?

Is the sty “ocoe! dotd "shd sbiitdby, v b o v neh ot
And are the flowers permitted 1 to ‘bloom 1 nnd fade dng;'e'ga}(i‘eti L“" pan ? tie 14
Heaou, in answer to what was said, thus replied,
¢« Brother Leang, since his return home has determined with whom to weds

Doubtless his being worried and distressed by love,

Is the sole reason of his not returning to his study.”
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The gentleman, farthe! @ked’ with whose aaughter, e
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And whe' were "t persons ‘st "decidel the* mrrmgei

-~
-

Y T, AR L AT A ROPY BRI A
‘The yonth rephed “ It is to the doughtcr of my uncle Lew, '
Who is member of ;.he 'Slnn.g‘-shoo board u; Iw’hom llle' is u; ;)ebﬂ,lll'l’lld’: .
His ﬁther and mother lnvmg determmxed'on"th'o'l'nmon, el L
It will take pllce when the mrrnoge proPoser has obtome(i tieu" ;'g;' et 10
1 N
The gentlemm gaspmg, astomahed .t' :hat ho'hecrld ’reolnocl” ";' ‘l|" e
s Tlns yonll\xdonbtlef vnll become some extnordmny personage ; .

Smce the young'hdy benelf is mtent on ti:e marnage,

Can 1 donbt but that ere fong she plll cettamly be his’ mfe P e

: -'nt‘ T oot st N et B BERRIPIR T

Ynou-seen, remamed .t the head of the table lutemng
Wea Tl cn oo e 1
"Till she felt a cold alnver M over her lovcly frame.

KR Lew Bt sl v andid,
On hastnly hkmg leave of hcr mother, she entered the fragrmt room,
RYRNS ST 4

When, as her eyes dropt the yeorly teor, it leﬂ traces on hcr cheek o

: . ot g VUL
The soul and spmt luvmg ﬂown, her mmd became confused

A s et
‘While her heart beat mcessantly, the tears ﬂowcd in confusnon; )
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Sighing, she felt indignant at the cnndnct of young Leang, ‘
Proving inconstant, alul havmg tnﬂed wd d7r.e;ved her in her youth,

DX

“Alrepdy hymg ytomued tp be mmed to Inm, ;
s Shall 1,” nld she o bnke my vow in bemg umted to some othery

No, I'll remain mlgle, 'Inle life dnll last, what shall hindes r
All that I dread ns, lest my ftthei a.nd mathee shonld make Y belh propo-l
May 1l not despm young Img, o an nnpnncnpled man?
'Who, in the twmklmg of an eyehuast me ol’ to marry soﬁe other
Thus in my youth have ) ¢ larnt, tlnt the decveeo are but lnttle in my favor,
And regret, when umdlt the ﬂowers tlut l dnvul‘ed my, whole mmd
Now, since | am tlms thstre-ed who dains to qdvuc vutl: me?
I will most mnredly put an end w my life, and visit tl;e lovqengn of lnda, v
After weepmg slond md by tars gmng l‘ellef to her feehngs, o
Ynn-hemg to her Mutreu tlms embocomed her mmd .
¢¢ Miss, thou;lx you Invc pledged your word to young Leng )
You ought to be tlnnkful that you stlll rehm ,your d:asuty

[
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For, if his unsteady mind disregards your esteem and noble feeling,

ﬂ%ﬂ#ﬁ?’-‘

Ought you, Miss, to retsin your former vow?

Shall so handsome a person grieve, of having oply oue suitor ? )
No, we will seek another far more to be esteemed than young Leangt [ing,
If those who resemble the faded leaf and whithered branch, think sbout marry-

How much more you, who are a beautiful gem without the least speck.”

Yaou-séen, displeased, scolding her servant Yun-heang,
Called ber a talkative meddling wench.
«« At first you described him as rich embroidery of flowers,
Sufficient to induce the fishermen to go and enguire for the Twin.
This morning, on seejng_ that he bas changed his mind,
Do you presume to enter my presence and play with your tongue?
1 who am well acq};ninted with hooks, and with what is correct, -
Do you think that I'll resemble him in choosing another suitor !
The ancients when they once gave their vow, retained it inviolable,

Sowill 1, who bct;otllcd myself to young Leang, is the presence of the flowers.
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In this affair, doubtless he bas acted improper;

i
¥
5.
=
5]
X5

R B W
S B ok 16 B W (U
BRERDYLT
FRRED B>

e
f®
R
3
s
®
13

Yet I'll not grieve, nor consent.to the union being brokea off.
Since affairs have arrived at this head, death is preferable to life,
'l embrace it, and manifest to the world, a firm and resolute mind.”

Pih:yu¥; on approaching; thys advised her Mistress,
** Miss, have you nnot heard that all affairs are decreed by heaven

And that, for ages past; all marriages depend on-one’s parents;
If so, can the children disannul their decision?
Since Leang left you; Miss; a few days has only elapsed, '
_ Yet people say he-is betrothed to the family of Lew!
If thus, what can be done, for he being over ruled;
You, Mids, should not err in being angry with him !
Young Leang, although he has setiotuly’injured you, Miss,
The error, though irretrievable, yet you .ought not to grieve.
Let ‘us for the future talk of gaiety and pleasure, (

" For we cannot always retain the sprightliness of youth.”
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¥YAOU-SEEN THROWING ASIDE HER ORNAMENTS.
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¥ aou-szew, the moment she heard, what her servant said,

\%‘F‘&E

e

off %2

The trickling tears effaced the traces of what had previgusly fallen.
‘In this life,” said she, "dqubtlal there ¢can be no joy for me,
For this monster has dece:ved me ul my youth

From this time forl.ll l vnll not own these balls of cosmetics,
Nor am 1 dﬁposed again to dress my hair at the to:let .
Presuming that I shall never agnn have use for these ornaments,

1 will take them all and commit tlgem to the ﬂumes._

‘These balls of cosmetics snd’ ruge | will cast into the pond,
For who will come again and talk of my beauty ?
My hopes of pleasure and happiness for ever being at an end,
I will with speed enter the road that leads to the yellaw springs.

My looking gln'- Twill smash to pieces, and destroy my pre;:ious kii, '

For who in this world is acquainted with my plaintive notes]
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Though I appear in the glass to be handsome, who regards me?
I'll spend my life Jike the swallow and the widow bird Lwan.

The pearly flute, I will throw aside, and destroy the Pe-pa,
And weep like Yih-kwan,* whose tears stained her garments,

Should ever another solicit my hand, though as handsome as I;ang-’tih, t+ I will
And at once make the yellow grave my gbode, [refuse him.
I will barn my elegant pencil, and tear up my ornamented paper,

For 1 never wish agsin to write an;pther ode at my desk.

'This chess board I will burn, and these dice shall be thrown away,

For on account of this youth, they afford me no pleasure,
The seeds of love lnvi‘n; now lost their virtue, ‘

And being ﬂone, 1 wee‘l': tears of blood till my clothes are bedewed,

The silver reed and ivory cards, 1 wili bregk to pieces,

For these, with their strings, enrage and distract my nﬁligl,

# Yiih-kwan, is a lady who is said to have died from grief and incessant -
weeping on leaving the frontlers of China, to be murned to one of the Tar-
tar princes.

t Lang-yiih, an admirable performer on the flute, and one who could imi-
tate the notes of the bird Fung,
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Being se involved by ﬂ_m wretch, whe can rolwve me?
From henceforth, on account of this youth, ri bocpmq anung *
Then my rich suits of cmi)roidory and crape, shall be bumt,
‘When I will dress myself in plain.attire, as those of old times. ¥y
The girdle for my waste | bave forgetten to twist, vy 1
Does the broken hearted Lesag, knpw of it or pat?. . @ .. " «ai/
I will burn the various silks for embroidery, sud break my nsodles: - .,
Nor have & g’milul for ‘employ'w.g my- loam. . ,

Hitherto I would mot beligve that bandserae people Bad unhuppy fatess '
Thus I bave lost my seputation, sad my labout his béen in vain: * - el
Every article that: I possess: will ‘I specdily " deéstroy,

Retsining enly’ the paper,: which. containg! the marriage ¥ow, ™' 1"

Fhis T will keep to remember what tmnsﬁlred beneath the ﬂowers, et

a2
And from henceforth retain my virtue to the cnd of my days _

d ol R i DU E RN

# There are nuns both of the 'l'aon and Budh sect, They have temples
in which they offex. incense, They frequently ga about begging. Theyy
are dressed similar to the pricsts, and can only be dshagguhqd by theirmps
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YAOU-SEEN INFORMED OF HER FATHER'S ENTERING
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Tux multiplicity :of thought that crowded on Yaou-sEea’s mind,
Prevented her from regarding thé information éf the servant Le-cheun,
Who informed her that Rer father had received ai appointment,

And that he 'was made governor, with the radk of Lieutenant-general,

As soon as the propitious duy arrives he will take his departure,
When his family and domestics will accompanry him to the capital.
Yaou-séen, on hearing what ‘the srvant said, was still more vewed, -
"Because now she had no hope 'of ever meeting with her. beloved. :

¢ For the fotyre,” mid she, t* I shall.he pasted fram him by mouvatsinssnd
For young Leang is promised in marriage. tg the family Lew: - - [gtreams;
It is donbt-l.enls_' .delcreed by heaven that the present age's slitary female,
During life shall have no one to wham she can unbosom herself.

REE

per dreu, which éxtends only a little below the knees, The head is shaved
similar to the Budh priestt




. 143

s |

Pl 9 0%

% e @ CU
F RPN

EWa W
BN R

£33
LEBBREREE
AABEABORE

In compliance with her father's order, she packod up her clothes,
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When on the propitious day, she with the family set sail.
Her attention being engaged with the prospect of hill sad dale, her mind
was M'

Till she noticed thc lomng stream, which excited in her feehnp of grief.’

From that moment she could not endure to behold the varied landscape,
Being much grieved and dejected, she remained im ber .cabm.;, . . ..
The family, after experiencing much fatigue, from the time on beard,.
Arrived at the city, when. they procecded by land, ..

v ' '
e —

YANG'S FAMILY RESIDING WY'TH TSEEN THE MAGISTRATE.

'll

e i
—

Yaxc and his family, as soon s they mived at. the apitn.l
Perceived that the public buildings had a spleluhd qmunnee
It happened, while at coutt, and having an mtcrvnew with his Mtjesty.
That a messenger from the bordérs brought intelligence of an insufrection.
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His M:jetty, ba cbmmng the information, appointed Yang, General,
‘When he ordeied him immedistely to repair .and retsin possession of the
v fremtilers. L Lo . . [me apihl,

“On filling your office fot. a year,"” said his Majesty, * you are to return to

When, if your conduct bé meritorious, by promotion you shall rise in the es-
. teem of mankind.” )

General-'Yang,  on teceiving the imperial order, -
Returied to Wis lady, 10 artnge biv domestic affiirs.
He said to her ** As T'am forthwith to proceed to' the frontiers, = *

It will not be well for you, unpretected, to return home.

. As your brother-in-law Tsien, member of the Han-lin, residey here, .
It will be pleasant for you to live with your sister.

You therefore with your dsughter will repair to their residence,
A PN h.o:
And pass a yeir with’ the maglstn.ic Tseen .

ot . . '] . »

By waiting therp tnll I retnr- from my aypomtment to enl)nte you,

.qun will preyent persons from distressing and amnoying yow.”



B

[Ee<>HERB

_r';'
&ﬂﬁ#ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%
RABSELBEARETALE

The lady on hearing of his leaving, hastily made preparatibns,

HRkRSDHE

When the table for the traveller was presently covered with excellent dainties.
The Gentleman after regaling himself, took the parting glass,
And again repeated his wish to his daughter and wife.
The lady on packing her goods, removed to the public court,
Where the sisters on meeting, unbosomed to each other their minds.
The elder said, ¢ In the back gal;den, there is a spare room or two,

In which you and my Niece my take up your abode.”

The General addressing the magiétnte Tséen, said, [ness.
When my appointment has expired, I shall return to recompence your kind-
As soon as they had taken leave of each other,

The General got on horseback, and was soon out of sight.

Immediately on his arrival ‘on the frontiers,
He ordered forth the troops to defend the ecity.
The troops being- valiant and bold, the people rejoiced,
That his Majesty l:’sd appointed over them an’experienced General.
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LEANG'S RETURN TO CHANG-CHOW. . -
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We will not now relate of what transpired on the frontiers,
But again resume the student's narrative.
From the time ;hat he could not obtain his heart’s desire,
He becu.ne silly, and was unable to manage his affairs.

In his study the whole day did he remain, weeping and wailing,

Sighing and moaning incessantly for whole hours together.

‘Oft did he say, ‘“ Ah, Miss, if you knew of my being pledged to some other,

"Doubtless you would say I have broken my first promise.”

As the distress which I continue to feel is not to be described,

To whom shall I reveal the anguish of my heart?

It is not better for me to take leave of father and mother

And again return to Chang-chow, to have an interview with Yaou-séen ?
There will T detail to her the feelings of my sincere heart,

That when we ramble together in hades we may be happy in each other.
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On entering the hall, he thus addressed his pareats,
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« Knowledge is only attainable, by my returning to the former district.
Perceiving, that while I remain here, my mind will not be at rest,

I am therefore desirous of retracing my steps back to Chang-chow.”

His father and mother, consented with their son's request, -

And urged him in his stadies to be diligent that he might becéme a good mau.

Th-tsang, as soon as he had packed his clothes, commenced his journey,

‘When the grief that he felt, on the receding hills, was enough to kill him.

¢ I remember,” said he, ** On taking leave, it was my wish to he her’s through

But since,the moon has set,the flowers have faded,and my beart is broken ! [life,
On his arrival at Chang-chow, he immediately went on shore,

When grieved and dejectzd, he entered his lonely room.

With speed he retired to the shady walk of the garden, o

Eatertaining an hope that there he should detail his feelings to the lady.
Bat as he advanced, in the shade of the flowers, what were his feelings ! .

For he could only notice the loud hiss of the cricket and the screaming of fhe

yellow bird,
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On his revisit, every thing bore the lovely.appearance of Bpring,.

And the snowy blossomed peach greeted the disconsolated youth.
Flowers, though they appear lovely, yet if man is not Inppy,

The whole garden, however delightful, becomes a mere blank

As he passed through the thoroughfare, and entered the adjoining garden,

He saw in the pond the spring water gently xippled by the wind.
'The delicateand tender branches were there to be seen troubling the water ;

And that the stone bridge had been seldom crossed by man.

Though he searched every where amidst the flowers, yet no one was to be seen,

Save the lonely ‘gardener who was sitting in the shade of the willows.
Young Leang, on approaching, thus interrogated him,

‘“ Why is the moss and the gréen grass permitted to grow in the path I

See, the fallen leaves, piled one on the other, have they no one to sweep them

Why is the stone table and seat thus covered with dust?” [away?
The g;rdener, with a smile thus spoke,

¢« Hitherto have you not been informed,
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That the General, om receiving his appointwment, .
Took the whole of his family and procceded to Chang-gamt -
The flowers though they bloom they have no one to admire ther, *
For l., an old man, s left alene in charge of the garden.”: . ;..
Leang, had he not heard what was, said, al] would have heen well§’
But at the mention of the last sentence, his feclings were insupportablg, -
While confused, the pearly tears streamed on the growad, « "'
Aud having no one to console him, he entered jn the shade of the flowers,
He sid, * Here among: the flowers have ] come to Iseck my beloved, ; .
And detail to her lovely person every feeling of my mind.
Could arry one have:supposed that ‘we:showid hgve been thus separated, - ..
And that I shall nexer nject with her again, excépt in a.dmn (SRR
I will go and tgke a look at the Po-fang summer l’lo'usc;
As he advanced be perceived its appearance greatly chaﬁgeq,
The odes, on 'ﬂle white wall were both still to be scen',.

But why was there not a meeting of the persons who composed them
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The alterations that had taken place wounded. his feelings, till the tears
dropped, - . . (lady.
For who could have imagined, that in this life he should not be united to this
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1 will cherish a remembrance of what she said, when we vowed,
For now I well know all that is past is irretrievably gone.
This Jady, on my account being deceived in the blpom of her youth;
Shall Yih-tsang prove ungrateful to se condespending a person !

Since I am also deceived, I will remain a solitary youth through life,
For I will neves comply with my father’s wish in being married to some
other.
As the azure heavens. deign not. to grant. me my heart’s desire,

I am desirous. of entering hades first, and wait her arsival.” .

While thus grieved, he entered the Yun-tang pavilion, T
It was here that he with his .'be.loved vowed fldclity to each other.
“ Though the vow, » saiti hé, $¢ tﬁaf we herc made was consonant with rééfs;wn,

Yet, now when I trace her 'footsteps, I am unable tosee hc;,
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Do what I will, think what I may, there is nothing for me but death,

For in this life I can have no bope of adorning the bridge-chamber."

Thus continued he to think about her, till nearly suffocated,

‘When, on acconnt of this beautiful lady, be swooned away in the pavilion.

The gardener, happened at that time, to enter the pavilion to rest himself,
‘When be saw Leang, lying breathless in the middle of the room.
‘With speed he hastened to call some one to his assistance,

‘When Leang’s servants came with all possible speed.

Though they knew not what eaused their Master to swoon,

They gave him a pill to restore him again to life.

Leang, on recovering, eontinued to drop the pearly tear,

‘When the hea;ry sighs that he breatbed, were enoﬁgh to break one’s heart.
Though the servants conld mot presume to enquire the cause,

They assisted their Master in returning to his room.

His grief, while reposing on the ivory bed, being extreme,

Weeping he called aloud to Heaven, and regretted his unhappy fate.
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ON-HEARING OF GENERAL YANG'S BEING SURROUNDED
BY THE ENEMY.
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We will avoid relating what happened to young Leang,
And detail of Magistrate Tséen, who entered, to pay his respects to the lady.
** To day,” said he, ‘“ a messenger from the frontiers has arrived and announe-~

That a hundred thousgmd of bis Majesty’s subjects had revolted. fed,

The city, which yaur honored husband governs is besciged by the rebels,
Who are so numerous, file upon file, that they are. impenetrable.
From which account I can form no idea when the insn_rg;:nts will be tranquil-

Nor when your honored husband will be able to return.™ flized.

The lady on hearing ‘what he said, being grieved, wept,
And returned to her. room to commumicate the news to her daughter.
Yaou-séen, on hearing that her father was surrounded by the enemy,

Vailed her face ;—when from grief, her spitits failed her.
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She detested the rebels for want of correct principles,
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Not knowing the day when the celestial troops would subdue them.

She said, ** How I regret that Iam a woman, and know not military arts,

Did I, I would hazard my life to rescue and hasten my father's return.
Ought I not to be pitied, being an only child, and having no brother;

Had 1, T would consent to his disregarding his person to rescae my father.

Since it is uncertain when the troops on the frontiers will enjoy rest,

Alas! that my honored father from age is grey headed.”

The lady on leaving her daughter, retired to her room, .
When Yaou-séen being left alone, thus gave relief to her feelings :
‘“ On account of that detestable youth, my grief knows no end,

Bat how much more since my honored father is surrounded in a distant land.

1 think my unhappy fate may be compared to a flimsy sheet of paper,
For one misfortune seems in quick succession to follow another.
Though my eyes, day after day, are moistened with tears,

Still T am unacquainted with' my destiny.
X
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My union for want of virtue in a former state, is broken off,
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And I find what the ancient say, is true, that handsome women arp unfortupate.>
She became desirous to rid herself of life and return to the yellow earth,

But was pained, when she thought of leaving her mother forlorne.

Shessaid, «* 'Fhiough my father is surrounded by the enemy,
Doabtless the day will arrive when ke will return home. -
Farther, I being the only child that my parents have borne,
When they have paid nature’s debt, who shall. offer them indense? . °

Since it is thus, I will endeavour to cherish life,

And with filial respect serve my parents till I am old.
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HEAOU ADVISES LEANG TO ATTEND THE LITERARY
EXAMINATION.
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Passinc over the grief of the fair lady, occasioned by .the distress of her

We will again relate. of the diseased and sleepless student. [father, .

Day after d;y, whii.c‘ in th; study did he continue to suffer distress, |

And dlsregardlm permnt Spnng to be succeeded by Summer.

Bemg uuble throngh the tedious day to devise a plan to ease his troubled
lncesantly dld he weep when he thougbt of her lovely person. [breast,
Unexpectedly lns Nephew Heaou, early one morning ‘
Entered YI,I?-!snpg’s ftudy to makle civil en_)qmrles.

He informed him, that ere many days the Professor would arrive,
‘When he, Leang, that autumn. must acquire new literary honors.
He spid, My brother, you must be diligent in your various studies,

\Vk’ the whole day shou}d your cyebrows be so closely locked with grief?
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Have you any thing that distresses you? communicate it to me,
For concealed grief and vcxstion; is what easily injures a person,”
It was with difficulty that Leang, related the feelings of his mind,
For when he attempted what lay concealed, his grief was insufferable,
In a faultering voice, he said, ‘¢ Virtuous brother, listen for a while,
‘Where shall I find spirits to enable me to prosecute my studies?
I am aware that I have no share in the honors of the usmin.;tipn,

For when were its favors bestowed on those who are diseased?”  [use,

My brother, replied Heaou, ¢ Your eminent talents should have e;te.ns.ive
For on ascending the Dolphin car, you are within a step of Chwang-yucn," .
Leang replied, ¢ I have no wish to attend this ’wfg mimﬁoq.

For I am fearful that my declining Jife will not last ti]l Spring.”

Young Heaou, laughing heartily thus returned 3 !-eply,‘

*¢ Virtuous brother, what you say, is it not the la'nguage of a silly youth?
For I know from what occurred on a formey day,' that you arca person of ta-
And that for you to acquire fame, isas easy as to stoop to take up dirt. [iemt. -
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At present it is only necemry -for you to obtain s little feastre;
‘Why, therefore, do yon retain yonr grief 3nd not inform me of i m cause,
If, as you propose not to atteid the literary examination, '
Your studies, for ten years past, ‘will ‘all be in vain,
As there is ounly one examination im—three years,
‘Where js tlre person #ha does not wish to ascend the azure cloud?. . ~
Although your mind may be disturbed with yome unpleasant affair,
On your name once being enrolled, you can fgllow the bent of your mind,
Brother, I sdvise you to restum from repining, A
Lest by s0 dpin; you should cause your parents to grieve. .. -
The ancients of old, failed not of being dutiful through life,.

You must not act foolishly aud thereby nn- yqur rocd.

Lnng .on tesnng what he said, thought within himsell,
That by visiting the metropolis he pnght have an ipterview mﬂnhe fair Jady, .
He' ll'l repl, said, « I will act agreeably tp what my Nephew suggem L

And return to my study to chmre.f;esh stores of literary knowledge.



158

RBN>N

\

[ S

EEhE

. e,

s ¥ o

LY

mzen
4 R
CR TR -7

R N T
> B

Heaou, on taking, his leave, returned home, .
‘When, .’e,rgA‘ long, the ‘ht«enrly Professor arrived at_ the ;i‘t’_. o .y
Leang and his bro‘ghe.r Heaou, on obtgining the two hiqhu@ degrees,

‘Were desirous of uking‘lepve of llheir parents, npd Rrocee.dipg to thg api/b!,,‘ .
Gy Ll L, o ey L e A

THE TWO . YOUTHS.ENTER THE LITERARY -ARENA, -»if’

I PR S —— i BT S (T
Lrawc o1 packing his clothes, ‘réturned to his native village,© =~ """
And entered the ball to pay his"résp'e'cts.‘to’ his parenis, e Lo
jal

On repairing to his stud'y; he appied himself to ilisio;y and the classics,’

Ch iy e edn il

When autumn avtived e etitered the literary afeiia,® '

R I R S wurt: snamnnnn 7 v MELAC LN CIPRRS DIPE S I

* The arena, or public building in which the literati assemble, is divided off

into small compartimentssuficient to adamit a tabld dnd sept. . TheiBew-tsael
graduates enter early in the morning, and are liberated in the evening ; they

each-Write two Pheniés wid ‘some verses. ' The Keu-jiiy rémuin'two nights dnd:l <

N

a day, and write three themes and a'piece of poetry. ,The, number of Qoiln-qé«)’

tsFe graduates thst hssemfie- ih'ﬂlé'p'iév'ince of Kwang-tung is alout 4600, '
They are not permitted to.converse together. .\ i\ , 4 v i1oing bt
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On aseendmg ﬂ:e Bail, o take leove of his two parents,

m

His father, md ‘mother tlms nlvnsed their son Ylh-tsang

¢ When fordmg a st.re.m, or ucendmg a Inll be careful that no accident
ol sonr )
And fail not to contmne in eompo.ny wlth your Nephew Heaou [lmppen,
L B <.

On yonr nrnnl at the upthl, be not led ntray by t.he ﬂowers uul mllows,

Bat from the tune you go on board contmne to proaeente your stndles

b e eenmnn fan e AT A " b Il
If .t tlle enmmntnon, yonr name be enrolled on the tnger: hst,
RN P/ AP L R I N T IR colw 1.0

You need not return home to see t.he two old people
’ SRR R PR DRE R ¥ HENTA o

Wlnle you remain lt tl:e met.ropohs, you mll attend other enmuntnons,

For we hope, that our son mll at once ueend lbe azure cloud’
T . 0. . PN PR -’-',A.‘:’c’

Leng on takmg Iene, 'ent 1mmedutely on boud

Aml retnrned to Clung-chow, to meet hls Nephew Heaou e N
His Nephew u:eompomed lnm, as soon as he lud uken leave of hns mother,

When on tlxe sail bepng lionsted, the boat made for the centre of the stream

Not being disposed for beboldmg the beautify} ptoapeu o, ﬂu n'vor.

They 'peniitted: the Doat 6 seud tlmngh the aaves) 1.l b

B U LY IRV S AT R L SO A A L



160

‘ON THE OPENING OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Ox their arrival at Nm-kmg, they reperrdd to the ta.vern.
Where they rented a retlred room in ;I;;eh they mlght dwell
The two youtln et the fixed tnne, entered the arena e.ncl wrote thelr e-ye,
When releued, pleased wntb what they had composed retnrned. 4

On the followmg mornmg, when the degrees were pubhcly umonneed,
The people thronged to commnmeate that Lea.ng vns deehred a Kae-yuen. .
That ﬂle name of Heeou, was the t]nrtleth on the golden hst, -
When suddenly a royel me-enger ernved who venﬁed tl:e

After perttkmg of t.lle th-rmng feest,+ they returned to tbe thenr lodgmgs,

i

On lurmg [ boet they snled for the present apuhl Pe-kmg .

L. Kae-yuen is the person at the head of the Keu-Jm degree, wlneh is the
Ingbest rank obtainable in the provinces. “ . .

+ Liih-ming feast is. a banquet. given by the governor of & pravince to
those wh o bave obtained the degree Keu-jin, when the chief Examiner pre-
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The Kae-yuen (Leang) when be. thought on Miss Yaou-séen,
His mimd stil] being wounded,. secretly dropped the globular tear.
“Were 1,” said he, ‘¢ tq.be 80 fortunats as to obtain this beautiful woman,
My happiness would' endure ‘for a hundred splendid Springs.
To day, though ¥ .have acquired fame, still I have not seen her person, -
Nor can | forget ber while theé rivers and meuntains appear green. -
Though  contimye to cherish thoughts of her, I dave not weep aloud,
Lest T induce Heaod by his incessant questions to -aincy me.
The grief, oceasioned by thinking of her alone causes.me to sigh,
Whilemy soil, in niy dreamms is an attendant on her lovely person.” . -
The repining youth, ere he was awace, arrived at the capital,

When, on going on shore, he repsired to the tavesa to rest himeelf,

sides, attended by the governor ard other high officers, both civil and mi:
litary.  On which occasion, boys dressed as woodland naiads chaunt the fql-
lowing verse, from the She-king, ) ' ‘
* Hark to the cry of the bleating deer,
While feeding on the desert herh,
v
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The moment of his arrival, Leang made enquiries for the family Yang,
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‘When he learnt that he was made General, and commanded on the frontiers ;
That of late, while contending, he had been surcounded by the enemy 4

But his lovely daughter they knew not were to seek her?

Leang’s heart, on hearing what they said, being greatly: agitated,

Itresembled a restless wave, for he knew not where to go in quest of her person
He said, ¢ Being separated from this beautiful Miss, as by a cloud,

1 really know not were she is to be foupd, or whither: she be dead or a live.

‘Neither do I know the day when 1 shall again meet with ber,

Since our union seems not decreed, I have trified and deceived hert™
Though Leang. was not disposed for persuing literary .fame,

Young Heaou advised him again to enter the arenms,

Here we have honored guests,

Sound the drum, the barp, the reed.

Blow the cheerful reed, play on the hwang,
For here is a plenteous store,

O ye men who love me,

Shew me the great path of virtue!”
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‘When the public decision whs made known, l;i;'name was the eighth in order,
While that of Hesou's adorned the centre of the list. -
On the day on which the golden steps (his Majesty) issued it's report,
The literary degre Tan-hwa,* was conferred. on Loapg. . o .
And Hesou was anngunced a Tein-aze,t graduate, - T
‘When his. Majesty ‘gave & banquet at the ball Kin-lin: R
Heapu was'made a member of the: board of Magistracy, +. ..
When his Majesty appointed Leang s member of the Han-lin college.
Yh-tsang, from 't.he‘ moment he entered the H‘ln-lil‘l, . .
His pearly !nmio;x §nd golden .hope _dg;:lned lum a min?s:ter of shte L
The g‘ll‘de‘ll‘ to_:his frﬁce, bemg elggnntly'_lai(! on} :yith _choicflﬂ,owen.:‘,. Ly

He embraced the evening, when the moon shone, to enter among the flowers,

# « Tan-hwa, is. the lowest of the ‘triad, that obtains the high&st L’Wk
Their order is thus, Chang-yuen, ‘the ornamented head,' his head being
on the day of his appaintment, decorated with flowers ; the second, Pang-
yen, “the eye of * the accepted graduate ;* and the third, i called, Tanhwa,
¢ a searcher for flowers,’ in allusion to his not being allowed flowers, but
:is °|’]tf‘§;‘i°8 some from the two fivst named persons, with whichi to decoralg
imeelf.” = ' :

t Tsin-sze, is the third degree of literary rank from among whom are,

chosen the Tan:hwa, Pang-yen, and Chwadg-yuen.” ~ - :
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MEETING WITH YAOU-SEEN IN THE HAN-LIN GARDEN.

?‘E A ﬁuﬁﬁ’fé‘ frﬁEA y
. We will pause relating of Leang, whom we leftia the Han-lin garden, -
And again detail of the distress endured by the young dady. 7 ..
Yaou-séen, when she heard that her father was suffering the calandities of wis,
The new grief; added to what she kad dlready experiented, locked up her af-

Vo T N 1

Yéctions!
Sighing she exclaimed, ¢ "That t'lni;ril;ci];led‘}o:lx‘th has proved i'nsinceré,
Having left e’ for an half an ageé, 1o burn the lonely lamp.” .
Yun-heang and Prb- -yuéd, knowmg the distress of their Mlstress, a

Drew near and urged ‘her to take a walk in the garden.

- Yaou-séen, slowly lifted the goMen Iies, 48 'shie advinced, o

When the garden gate bemg opened she went fortll thh her doqmsths. ]

As they walked ulang by the stde of !Ile ﬂewm, to survey '!he gardeq,

The goddess Chang-go shed her lustge, on the dxstressed' Tady. ) b
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Ou dreeping. hon hend, as she . thought- on what. had: trembpiredl,.. .-
The pearly globuler . tewr.incesantly moistened her attipo .1 : ¢ 1./
She still terhembered ths: plice wherb she:ldstimw ber beloved, ! - 1’
And thet:thepithe goddess-of the savoo!shone’on Nor-faid farm. - - < !

'She sid, * Tt being then our sole wish to become husband and 'wife,
“Wiib could have ‘Foreseen thut wé should have been thus separated ™ - 1
- » C e e . v TRV L. e, i N K
Since we tookleave, beneath the willows, 1 know not where he is go)ne’,
For, from the Bime ke ieﬂ me to the ;:)réeht, Thave re;'cegved o iiews bi’ ﬂit‘{ .
ol : ' ' TR SO
As our nmon is not decreed, alu, onr vow Ius been in vmn ;

B LR IR [T ' k) grud

And for the future, if me meet, it mmt be a8 passing stnngem in the street.
Tam desirous of reve.lmg my mmd, lmt in wbom shll 1 conﬁde, X

TR HTH S RTIATHTIES Sere LT

For by conshntly gnevmg for Imn, my banty lus faded uny

abiac 'y aatll
Ttis in vain for the flower of the peach, ta drop by, the Sprisg bmeqq,, 1
For t'.=° fowing stream cagnot reach the abode of the jmmertals, . ;)
W"!;? pities me, fhought this night thus distressed by the feelings of love, 1
. LI PSR F NN 7} E LI e N T . W - NI P ]

A‘lul sigh to the moon, while I remember the absent youtht™ o2
R e A e a0t B PR O
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She did not imagise, that yonder wall only separated her from her love's dbode,

ﬁﬁﬁuﬁ

And that Leang, was then walking among thefowers: 2 'l <. "
Her soft voice, being waftod to.a distauce by thei chstorh wimd, == - '
Enabled Leang, to hear whiat she eaid, while ke remainod in his garden. -

Surprized, asked whose voice it could be that he heard froxn the ynn_{e_ng!l,
For it greatly resembled ‘the. Botes of the bird Ying, from the tops:of the trees.
*1 conjecture (said he) it is from the goddess Chang-go, who resides in the moon,
And js sighing and moaning being leﬂ: alone in her palgce.”

Soﬁly beneath the ﬂowers, he contlnned to trace his steps to and fro,
Snpponng tllnt the stork hnd retu'ed to rooat. nnd the ﬂowers lml droq»ed

C e ]
tlmr hends.

Sl et e e e i

The clouds on yonder lnll hnvxng dwpersed, the horned moon shone fortll
When in the pond tbe rovmg fish in vain rnued s npple on the wnt'er B
After hstemng for some time to the voice, though unable to see my one,
He suddenly heard the sound of silk garments enter beneath the willows.
It proveﬂ 'that in the ndJonmng gnrden, there were persons mnnnng to nnd fro

And that by shndmg on the stone over the kennel he conld look over the wnll
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By the side of tha powd, he fancicd he beheld & lovely. woman, .

- RBTREED
I RBRNBBEG W

Who slyly raised her sleeve to wipe away tho trices of téaes.- . - !

~
e
~

To him her beantiful form greatly resemblod that of Miss: Yaourséen, ~ : .-
Though in her countensnce she sppeared comsiderably reduced,

Being ill, and slightly sttired, she stood to inhale the hroese,
Grieving, it was evident she had been injured by the Spring breeze.
Her two domestics, who had left her, were at the head of the cool-puyiljon,
Laughing, pointing at the receding meon ia the clquds,

These domestics proved indeed to ‘be Yun-heang, = '
Who was in company with her companion Plh-yu'l,

From that moment he was certain that the lady was the daughter of Lew; .
But he was anxious of knowing how she had been wafted to this place. * * ' '
His grief, on remembering what ke had felt the preceding year,. - -
Caused the tears te flow profusely, for his heart was ready to brosk, -
# 'What an unhappy fate is mine,” said ke, ¢ being unadle to marry during life ; -

Though I remain firm and sincere to my vow, all is in vain. - @ -
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Since 1 have earky learht td kiiow that it is difficult te obtaih oncts wish, . -

‘Why from my yawth bave I thése sincens feolings i

By this lofty wall,'am I preveated from having an intésview,

And being unable to-ascend it; ¥ m*doomei"to sémais and puss-tv and fre,
1 am determined to ses this lady and unbosom myself,

Though in stature 1 am seven cubits high, I estcom mysclf but us dust.

This life, to have an interview with her lovely person, will 1 disregard; -

When he ascended the wall and leaped'into the adjoining garden, . -~
Yaou-séen’s bold heart, being intimidated, called out,

Servants, haste come and see who this person is? ‘

Yun-heang’s courage failing her, she urged Pib-yu# to ,50. T

When unexpected, young Leang advanced towards them. .. ..
Pih-yud, surprized, callad aloud, what thjef -

Dares to advance smidst the flowers to alarm the maids}

Leang mpkimg & bow, addressing her said, **Miss, )

How happens it that you have forgotten the name of Leang?
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Since the day I saw your Mistress by the side of the flowers,
And took leavé of her, Spring has again returned.”
Yun-heang, who, under the influence of the moon, on hearing what he said,
Hastened to the side of the pond, to inform her lovely Mistress.

On the lovers seeing each other, they both endeavoured to restrain their tears,
Bat their feelings being wounded, the pearly tear bedewed their clothes.
At first from incessant sobbing, next from joy, they were unable to say a single

At which the feelings of Yun-heang and Prh-yo¥ were moved. [word,

Young Leang, wiping away the tears, thus accosted her,
<« How intensely have I regretted that we have been separated by mountains.

Since 1 took my leave of you last year to return home,

A hundred affairs on your account has transpired to break my heart.

‘This night, how happy am I, in obuining a glimpse of your lovely face,
For I now desire to detail in your hearing my undivulged mind. "
Yaou-séen, who was deeply affected at what she heard, said in reply,

“¢ Since you have acquired fame, 1 dare not consider you the sime person..
z
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You, doubtless have already decided on marrying a mere.worthy lady, -
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But ought you not to regret what has already transpired 1

‘Where is now the vow that we made in the presence of the flowers!

And is young Leang indeed a faithless youth?

At first I 'wonld not believe that man was void of just principles;

But who could have thought that you, Sir, was deslitute of love !

Haying deceived me, will it not be difficult for me to obtain-another suitor? ...

And when you are alone within the bed curtain, will your miad be at rest!

Since you have trifled with me, Sir, wl;nt can be the state of your mind T
1 am only apprebensive that the azure heavens will b_ehqlgl youaman of no -
Though your espoused isa person of low birth, [integrity.
She esteems virtue more valuable than a thousand pieces .of gold.
From henceforth, though unable to become your wnfe,
1am determined to devote my heart to the service of the god of the flowers.
The day when I heard that you, Sir, was pledged to the daughter of Lew,

T seized every article of the fragrant rooms and committed them to the flames.
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Havimg come to a determination to live single during life,

For after. once being deceived, can I think of being pledged to anothert—
Since 1 have seen you this evening and detailed the sentiments of my heart,

I to-morrow will be theé first that shall enter hades,

You, Sir, for the future should not cmmnuc to think about yoyrslave,

But for a hundred years, be happy ‘in your wife’s embrace,

I know that a new flower is esteemed more pretty than an old one,

Talso know that you cansot disregard the person with whom you vowed,—

‘When I have entered the green grave, beoeath the ‘bright moon,
Your slave, will then never cuvy nor be jealous of a,n& one|”
Ere she had done wng, the tears flowed from both eyes,
‘When she lained on the railings as though her heart wis broken.

The bright moon at what passed, withheld her splendour—and the flowers

refused to speak,

For the cricket’s gay note, in the silence of mght, waq a fit compamon for

the " distressed.

R TR A By im
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The youth, whose feelings were wounded, looked towards the caused ofsuch

' When, both from extreme grief, were unable to utter a word. gmgnislp,

Young Leang, at last broke silence aad said,

«Miss T humbly entreat that you will listen to what I say

How could I dare forget your kind condescension !

But marrisges, you know, rest not with man.
How oft hyve I desired to detail to you the feelings of my mind,

But from the blue bridge, there is no road to your person.

Will not both heaven and earth pity us, since yn; have met,

For as L attempt to relate to you my grief, my heart is ready to break.
‘When I took my leave of you to return to my pareats,

My father and mother had already promised me in marriage.

Being unable to detail to my parents my private feelings,

I co;lcea..lcd my grief till my spirits were depressed,
It was the wish of my heart to be uuited fo you, lovely Missy

But since I cannot, T'll detail to you the cause, that I may die in peace.
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Lew-lang, (Leang) on repairing tp the celestial altar (her garden),
Heard that your father, o being promoted, had yepaired to the eapital;

B |
X\ o> 8

On my eatering the back garden, being unable to see yop, virtuous Miss,
1swooned away ig the pavilion on thinking of your lovely person,
1 am grateful to your gardener, who as soon as apprized of it,

Hastily called some persons to my assistance, who rest;n-od me to life.

I bad no desi?® to persue my studies in quest of fame,
Nor would I, till repeatedly advised by brother Heaou. [degree,
It was with reluctance that I entered the arens, though I pbtained the highest

And have come expressly to the capital to search out your abode.

When 1 heard that your honored father was surrounded hy the enemy,
And recollected I mupnud from your precious persoit by moustaids.
I thought my unhappy fate resembled an sutuinn- leaf,

When I went in every dizection to obtain intelligence of your abode, .

Of late, my bones appear ab white as the Mei flower,

And from grief, and the time I have been ill, I cease to resemihle ian.
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Though cold, I think not of dresing s though hungey I disregard food ¢
Thus | spend the whole day from morniog to night il grief. - ! °

ZS
)
z

Y knowing ' full' well, that in this state 1 cannot live long,

1 regret that'our union is not decreed—and in haviué deceived you. tlisi, .

At the Spnng examination I was so fortunaté as to be inscribed on the golden

Soon after it mannouncea that I had obtained the rank Tan hwl

This evening, though T have met with you, and the moon is at her full, )
I am apprehensive that our interview at present is'nq more than a d.ream',:
Miss, ¥ am desirous of knowing why you reside héi‘é;’ -
Take its"Oriéin,‘ I éntreat you, and’ inform me of it2®

Yaou-séen, dn hearing what he said, sighed aloud, '
Though she kmew that he had not forgotten her” kindness's -
« As this affair,” said shie, * rests with-your parents, it was dificult ¥o udvise,

But it is evidlent, thatin a former state the destinies are butlittle in our favour:

Hitherto the mind -of heavea has differed from man,

e,

For during the present cold moon, the flowers fade ere they:arc full blown. -
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‘We being separated ‘'by the rude wind and the bdistetows rain, -
There -seetns np bounds to the grief of our minds.
I, on account of my honored: father's repairing to the fromtiers,
Being hurried and confused, was unable to return home.. .
With my mother, I removed to the gar‘denl of @e l‘hx';-!'in, ]
And we are residing with my father’s uncle, the magistrate fljse”et;:‘ ‘
Your slave grtfatly resembles s blade of grass on the s,q;rf, ,
Borne along by the stream, disyeéa(dles whether rising er siqk_in‘g‘..
As to my father, 1 ‘k‘lhu‘n.v not ybetber he be dead or a_li.v'e,‘ N
For as yet 3, letter has not arrivg:d,from the bor‘derq of thc en(iles wall. C e
This night, 1 tlnnk _mysgelf happy in seemg your fu!e, ‘
Por it is plusmt to meet vnth a person of ene’s native abode.
Hereafter we hnow net wbeﬂler we shall ever meet ngam,
For | am fearful that ere long from grief the cold moen vnll shine on my tomb »
Young Iang said in reply to Miss Yaon -séen,

My life, as to longevity, may be compared to an autumn’s cloud.
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To recompense you, I had bettsr die fighting in the desart of Sha-mo,

By so doing I shall not férget your kindness nor be waating in principle.
I will now go and seize the three cubit dragon sword,

And from gratitude to you will 1 exterminate the insurgents.

On rescuing youl; father; I will hasten our return home,

Thereby eanoble myself that our union ni; be consummated.

If I cannot achieve some noble enterprize,
I will be content to terminate my life in battle.
Virtuous Miss! you doubtless know what books record,

That the names of the virtuous are handed down to posterity. ™

Yaou-séen with tears, again responded to young Leang,
For she knew that his esteem for her resembled the profound ses.
She said, * Your slave 's mind nuy be compared to pure gold,
For the Gods of the ﬂowers responded, when they beheld our hearts.
‘While they were thus detailing their acute feelmgs,

They perceived by the flower’s shadow that it was late at night,
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Onmngandhokngh)yu&ﬂnlnooﬂhey embraced each other by the hasd,

When, . 20 about to scparate, they were alternately illumined by the moon.
The crowing of the cock aroused them from the grief of parting, -

Whea they were thus accosted by Yus-heang and Prh-yuf, .

+ The expiring stars, with their shadows, urge the moon to dissppear,

For doubtless, those in yonder room ar'e abont to follow their occupations. »-

1 humbly beg, Mm," said hcr lover, “ tlnt you mll aclect some other dny,
For while conversing, I am fearfnl lest penom should over hw vhat we say.” .
Yaou-séen while attentive to what he said, the tears flowed from both eyes,
For she knew not when she might again’ see her beloved.

‘ The enchmtmg clouds bemg.dentom of ?iclﬁ;lg ardent feelingl,
'l'ught the fair lass to rogret the approsch of morn.
R TITIIN 10 P e

lang restrnmng lm t«ean, sighing, md

“You, they very |ovely Mm scems still nanuamtod wntll the heart of man,

Since we must now take leave of each other, [in death.”

Though unable to realize our hearts’ wish, we will scek to enjoy each other
A2
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‘When from incessant weeping, they both fell beneath the flowers, ¢ ' - "
Holding each other by the hand and garments, they drgaded the thonght ef
p.r't_in‘.
«Since we knpw from what has transpited;” said Leang, 5 that our fates
Better for us to take up our abede in remote parts far from each pﬂler

By so domg, we shall avoid the conshnt Innkermp of Iove
And in our dmms, seck a meetmg agreeable to our vow.

Alas? how cruel is the loveless t'nmr‘d,A
Which forever separates lovers. - L .
Though now together we must be sepan.te by thousands of mles, [hesrt. »
Notwnthshndmg that the nous of Im-ds, md the falling ﬂowers meits one’s )
Leang, unable lo endure thoac punful feelmgs turned lnmselfronnd 3 .

‘When restraining their gnef and wlpmg their tnrs, they each rctumed home
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LEANG PETITIONS TO BESENT AGAINST THE REBELS,

ﬁwﬁﬁ Eflkﬁ Eﬁﬁ’ﬁ\l

- Lamawey ! on:: pomsenting hirheslf,.cepaired ' to' hid reom,
When by the will of the lamp; he uddressed o Tetter vo his Majesty, '
Desiring to be sent agaitist ‘the’ kebelé ot the frontier, '
That they might be exterminated, thus llé‘compense the kindness of his Prince,"

On dbeding himself'In his military attire, e entered the palace; S
When this Majeoty‘,‘bn‘l;e‘h;ﬂdfnlg him, was exceeiliné'ly elated, '
Said, ¢ 8ince you, Minister, desire do reduce the rebels,
Though young, by bravery you may eclipse all the oﬁ)érs of the army,

If you by distinguishing yourself, suppress the rebellion,
1 will create you a Duke, and liberally provide for your persoa.
His Majesty then presented him with a sword usually worn by Dukes,
And ordered s hundred thousand treops to be got immediately ready.
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The Tn-lnu en recemng Im sppomt;neat, took luvo ofhhngelty.
When all the oﬁcen ol‘ M drank his hulﬂ: ‘ i
After exchngmg caps, he mommd hu hona pnd couuuneed ln mm:h,

Bat the dreary prospect f the couatry greatly distroméd Bl miad.

Ashe ulmced? the wind saiedd ‘clouds of sand, 5o us to obscure the road ]
When on lopking reusd he founl himself and his tzoaps in & dessedt land.—~ -
These distresses he endured from love for a peautiful woman, .

And to obtaia her person, has ventured his life in battle,
Since he Qommpnced hig march, who knows whither be be dead or ahycg
For, as the aacient sy, victory and defeat rest with Heaven,. o

Do H .t RITVEAE
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LEANG SURRQUNDED BY THE ENEMY,
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Laavo a8 500n a he arrived at his appointment, encamped,
Asd from'hence despatched a messenger, ' ' o bl
Who wag bearer of a létter o the Commander:in-chief, '~ ' = iy,
Informing him that he had been sént by his Majesty, to aid {n subduing the ene.

The mosenger on being despatched hastenod with all spsed, ' -
Whea Leang within himsélf thought, .~~~ <~ = > =~ -~ 7 D
As be and Kis ment were unacquainted with the comntry,”

That it would be indispemsible’for him to maneavre with histtoops, + '

He determined to Meep the enemy ignorant of his -arrival,
And to attack them, as the ancients did, when wnprepared. = -



2

b B

® U B 9
5 8
is>m
%80
<E3% B 2 X
B S 2T B W
P T8 38 % St
NI B E B

% B X 3
EAE&ﬂA%ﬁﬁu X B TSRS

On the apprmh of the enemy from Ihc lﬂlls to glve E;&le. .
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Leang lmmedute]y mquntqd lus‘h‘orse lnd' tode forth to oqpoae tiom,

Who caajd lmve c?n]ec,tnred ﬂn.t the (Tang) unpegml 'troops,’r’
‘Would have be ﬂu'own :nto duqrdor, qu ﬂed to Pfuerve tbefr h}vh,!—-
The vncton.om qnen;q. ulmemg co‘lnmmed gceat. ﬂaughter,
‘When lmng m ‘lc‘aﬂ: mth only » few, thonp,nd mea,

I IV A L

From being upagqpainted with; the amomy, cqvntm TIRRPIIR

Y T

In their flight they ascended a hill which afforded them no road of escape., ..,

Qn bis giving an order for his troops to advance and force & passqge., ,

AL 4

The .eqemy with ffoops. bllock(ed pp theropd ;. ot ieaal

As the wilitary law mys, a few. cannot coofend with s multitude, ¢

General Leang, could devise no plan.ge effpet. &, retnenty bUTTRELY bl 4
The hill before him not, hving s rond, wnd being enopmpassed . in the rear
Even the hravest of leaders yauld have fomnd:a difficulty, of progesfling.;.q

With gretitade. bei it necosslad, Leapg. for bravery,stond warivallads, ..1¢

Thereby the eaqmy -dusst. not approach his pesson. .., j.cer- oy oo *



g

ﬁﬂﬁ%b*&
BREIEH
R

-

EEMTRD

- - S o M
T emREsTR
2N B T 3 e 2

He hpm; left mth only a few ﬂlonnnd influtryad hone.
The eneny apreul abroad - varieus vcguo rcpoks;

They hlaely asertod, tlnt Leug lnd fallen in luttle,
And thathis troops h:d surrendered, on deuplhhng s few thounnd of lns men!

The report soon tached Pekmg the apnul, ;i
ot ey [

‘When his Majesty was made qunted with the news.
. wi | TP R SR § PP L TR [N 4 KT i

Immediately the ro;tl mll was comnqgmcnwd to the l\ﬁhhq Boeard, . .
That a farther gu?l‘)!y of provisions and troops.shonld he sent to.,the,.c.fmm-ui'r
Instructions were alsp given for strengthening the peses to provent the enerpy’a(
spproach, IR IELEE RN |
When another Genenl was tppomted to mnrch l.gnnst tlle encmy

YIRS Ve vt N e RTRTIREETRS |
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HEAOU TAKES LEAVE OF HIS AUNT.

R
R
MR R
SWEBY
rEp e
5 ¥ ®F >
ERNHES
>R |
RESIHIN
o o B W ol

BB S R
i R 3 RN ®
AHERHPRR

MEBATRAARRE

Hzaou was appointed by the Military Board,
To take charge of the stores and provisions for the troopo.
He, knowing that his Auiit resided with the family of Tséen,
‘Repaired to her residence to take leave of the x.éy. '

The lady with pieunre received ];)l;l;g ‘Hmn, '
But when he mentioned the cause of his visit, she burst into tears.
- Theif scphration was occasioned by the rebellion of the foreiguers,
But Leang's was fromt'love té Yaou:iséen, who had gome to subdue them.
. He md, ¢ Leang u indeed my much estoemed bro&er. h.l
Could it have been supposed that Ilc wonld lnve fdlen ina fom.ga hnd |
Such a brave and worthy man, ought to be pitied,
For after baving forsaken his father and mother, has fallen in battle.

The MilitaryBoard, baving issued an order for a farther supply of provisions,
Tam appointed to superintend their conveyance to the camp.
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1 am therefore come expressly to take my leave of you,

Not knowing the dsy on which I shall return.”

The lady on hearing what he sgid, shed tears profusely,
Considering the great distance to the frontiers,
And replied, “‘As soon as you arrive, you must make enquries
Concerning your Uncle, and send word by all possible speed.

Heaou, on receiving her commands, took his legve ;

But Yun-heang, who was standing by, heard what passed,
———————y—

YUN-HEANG INFORMING HER MISTRESS OF THE
DEATH OF LEANG.

Tas pea.rl'y tears began to flow as Yun-heang ran to apprize her Mistress,
And in her haste went direct into the centre of the silken room.
Ere ahe could address her Mistress, the tears fell in profusion,

When she exclaimedé *“Miss! the miseries of this war is enough to astonish one
B
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Leang, on your account, took the command of an army,
And whilst fighting in the dessert, has been defeated, and has fallen ia battle.
Heaou, who is to proceed with a supply of provisions and stares,
Has just taken his leave of your Aunt, the elderly lady.

‘While he was in the hall, he mentioned the death of Leang,
Your slave stood by his side, and heard every word that he said. "
Yaou-séen, while listening to what passed, her spirits fol;sook her,
Her feelings being wounded, the pearly tear streamed in profusion.

She said, « Since Leang on my account has fallen, lightly esteeming his per-
His slave will never presume clandestinely to live. [son,
She will enter hades in search of her beloved,

Thus prevent him from being solitary in the bowels of the earth.

How ought he to be pitied who has died on my account,

Having fallen in the dessert, and having become an orphan spirit.” *

* For an account of Orphan Spirits, see a small work by the Translator
of this Poem, published by Kingsbury, Parbury, and Allen, London, entitled
The Affectionate Pair, or History of Sung-kin,
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At night, when she retired to rest on the ivory bed, she lay bewailing,

For her feelings being wounded her heart was severely pained.

‘While weeping aloud, she called on Leang
To wait patiently in bades, till she accompanied him.
« Your slave, » said she, ‘‘has no desire to live any longer,

But desires to be pulverized to recompense your kindness.

All hope, of being united to you in this life having serminated,
‘We can never expect to be happy together on the same pillow. [the flowers,
Nor must I indulge a hope of ever conversing and laughing with you amidst

For should I seek an interview, 1 can obtain none but in a dream.

While lamenting, if I call on you with a thousand voices, I obtain no answer,
Thus I lay and pine away till 1 am dangerously ill.”
After weeping for awhile, she again gave place to her tears,

Till by incessant grief she was so reduced, as not to resemble a human being.

Night after night, she continued to weep till the dawn of day,

When the succeeding day till night was accompanied by tears.
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4« My comeliness and beauty, ” said she, ¢ gradually leaves me,

From being unable to admit the least morsal of food within my lipe.”
Prh-yué, apprehensive lest her Mistress would die,

Drew near to the bed, and thus addressed her s

«“Miss, do take a mouthful of tea and rice,

For you ought not on account of a lover to distress your parents,
Though Leang, Mifs, bas died from love to you,

How long must you weep before you can restore him to life ?

Allowing that the love betv::en husband and wife is great,

That which exists towards father and mother, is it not celestial 1

Since my Mistress has borne only you, lovely Miss,
And the General, is in distress, and unable to return;
The care of serving them during life must devolve on you,

For the gods of the tablet expect that you will offer the incense.

If you die on account of your beloved husband,

On whom can your father and mother depend!
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Farther, of late the lady hanqnmt\chdutrcqed
Being daily grieved that she cannot see hgr hugband’s retuxn.

Miss, yon should .dispel your grief,
And not be stubborn and pain the clderly lady.
If you should become ill and be .confined,
I am fearfal that the lady wil} also be distressod on your accopnt.”

On Plh-yue giving & thousand and ten thopnsand adwmonitions,
Yaou-séen breathed a long sigh, and thus responded,
‘“ Young Leang, disregardless of life, has fallon en my account,
For men take pleasure in . the .company of the fair.

Women if they once. loose -their virtaesdisgrace -their persous,
And when in hades are unable to see their husband’s.face.
I well know the kindness of my father and mother,

When I think of it, ‘I regret that I ever was born.

Doomed as I am to serve my parents while life shall last,
I am certsin that my mother will -require me to marry again.
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Should I act in compliance with her stern command,
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T shall deceive my lover, and after death can never accompany him.

Were he to remain in hades for a thousand years, how will he detest me *
Lamenting that his bones are Ieft rotting in the field of battle.
By my net complying with her wish, I shall avoid being mattied,
Bat then it will ‘prove difficult to be filial to my parents.
On either side, death aeems most desiréable ;
How much better for me early to be by the side of my lover.”
Yun-heang, agaip addressing ‘the lady in reply said,
¢¢ Since affairs have arrived at this crisis, you sheuld hereafier deliberate.
As Leang, on ‘your uccount;, has died-on the frontiers,
1 think, Miss, you cammot be required to marry again;

For haying as yet received no news from your father, since surrounded,

The lady is unable to alter your previous determination.

On the happy day of your father's return home,

When you and your parents are rcjoicing together,
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Suppose then you should mention the affair of your mr;inée;

Doubtless they will consent to your request, and will permit you to do as you
Yaou-séen, pausing, considered within herself, {please.”

Whether every word that the servants had ssid, were true or false.

She replied, “ While my mother rgmins, she must be honored,

1 will retain my wasting life, and night and mern enquire after her health.
The whole of my distress, is from love to Leang, which I cannot discard s

When these thoughts arise, my heart seems pulverized.

There is no end to my grief, there is no end to my tears,

Doubtless my distress will continue to the end of my days.

e ——
THE PARENTS -HEAR OF THE DEATH OF THEIR SON.

‘Wz will pause from detsiling the occurrences of the retired apartments,

And parrate respecting the parents of young Leang.
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When they heard of their son being enrolled on the golden list,
Oveijoyed, the father and mother tittered and laughed aloud,

Early, one morning, they received a Ieﬁ‘elf from their son,

Mentioning that he had taken leave of his Bovereign to march against the rebels,

The gentleman, as sopn as he had read the letter, being vexed,
Grieved, fearing that his son would fall in a foreign land.

The troops that had tevolted, being in the greatest state of commotion,
The government could devise of no effectual plan to luj the foreign dust,
. The husband and wife spprehending the death of their son,
Conversed together, till their spirits were depreued.

Day aftér day did they thus coatinued to grieve,

When their knitted eyebrows from sorrew kaew no relief.
Indeed when they recejved intclligence that he had fallen by the enemy,
They, beating t_heir breasts, cried aloud, till they swooned on the ground,

 How much,” said they, * is our son to be pitied, who has no one to offer

And who, dying without issue, is left alone and disconsolate, [him incense,
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He is worthy of plty, Imng s youth of extuordnnry tnlents, -

'z

Who, on account of fune hu pemhe«l in. the bloom of youth .
The tgars flomed, from. the husband snd, wife, like a siream
Till the old people were unable to sustain themselves.—

They prepared, offerings, and offered up prayers to recal his spirit, |
When on sitting yp his tablet, they wore mourning, and wept daily before it.

B
YUH-KING ON HEARING OF THE DEATH OF LEANG.

Ox the news of langs de-th arriving at the oﬂice Slnng-ahoo,

Father Lew, on obhmmg mformntuon of nt was gneved to his hurt. o
DTN A
The husband and mfe lpprued then- Mdanghter of the nd news.
x4
When Yiih-king on hunng of 1t bunt into ten's. )

NI B L A i
‘ You,” said she, ‘ are to be pitied, a youth of talent, having died on the
PR BT P N | ’ . [ . T e, .

For who shall brj ive vi n .
RO SHLYIRE Jork corpep back to younstiveviliage2 - Urontiop,
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She entered her room to lny aside her choice dresseé,‘ !

For she had how no hope of ever nppetnng o rich attire, """
Her toilet would niot bé rt;,tiui:red, nor ber hair be adorhed wifh flowers, i
Having po desire to appear gay, or’ fo ramble’in thie -garden.’
From corstant’ grief and thinking of her deceasod- Biisband, '+ i ¢ i
" She for'gi)i‘ to :;ppi'y ‘the fuge and cosmeties, for her heatt-was daily pained.”
The servant on sceing her Mistzeangzicving on account of her lover,

Drew, peps; apd fhus, dixulged her.mind: . Ly
< I beg to ask, Miss, why you so distract yourself ?

And on what account do the tears fall in such profusion?
T RN I SR B S " SRTTIN SR TRPS TRV BRI S |
Can your gnef be on M:count of young Leang!
LGl h e PR H aec e end el
Miss, day aﬂcr day why s wound your feelmgs?
[E E N O WL U (T RRTT R P
Thongh yon lmve been promlsed in mnrnage to Leang,
Dot deaet i e st Ly wiid-to T ane 3
Having not yet seen lnm, the proposnl becomes voud

A ] . o Lo, 1. ae » “:' 'I; B ... ll'.
o ln the wbrld Miss, there are many who become bnsband an'd mlfe,
doon ll RE] l

"Who whxle nhve love each other, but after death are l'ghtly est..eemed
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There are others, ere forty nine days have ¢lapsed, talk abouat marriage,

Breathe on ‘the tomb * becatse not dry, to fucilitate theirunlon.

Others there ire, who scold during the whole day, .

And at mght are not contcnt to sleep less than four ina bed
Though in the world there are persons who speak in praise of such,

Yet there are a host of young women who glory in retaming their virtue.

My Mistreas, as jo}l have not yet u‘:en the ymu;g gentleman’s face,
Why do the pains of love cause the tears Lo flow from both eyés? :

It can be on no othet‘accbuﬂt than because he is elever,

Being young, and having obtaine'd. fnme,;vdélighi yo;u' heart, * °

1
Yith-king, sighing aloud, said to her domestie,

“ Cease thus to addr;i;é'lﬁé; for 'y;)u distract my mind iA Coel e

e

e Thls alludes to A poor wndow who lived contemporary with the phi-
losopher Chwang-tsze, who was desired by her husband not to marry till

his grave was dry. The widow from reduced cxrcumstances repmred to the
tomli to fan it, to fncxhtate its dmught when she was met by the philoso-

pher, who it is said, fanned the grave for her.
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For those who ‘retdin their virtue are esteemed,
While the lewd, injure virtue, and violate the ties of society.  [their ;rms,
Among the ancient there are those who‘retired to the vallies and who broke
‘Whose fame, with the rapidity of caloric has extended to the four seas.
Seiih-mei, * who had never an interview,with her !msband. . .‘ .
- From love cheerfully desired to remain single through life, ”
Those sentiments being entertained both by the rich and the poor,
Wighin tl;e revolution of tep thousand years, extend to the remoto;st man,
Though I aspire not to rank with persons of high virtue, .
. Doubtless I will never change my mind and marry some other!
How ridiculous do the women of the markets and streets appear,

Who by frequent marrying level themselves with the dirt,

* Setth-mei was the bride of Shang-lang, but their marriage was never
consummated. As her intended husbfmd was taken dnngeronisiy ill, she be-
ing unable to attend on him herself, sent her servant Gae-yiih, who it is said,
proved with child by him. QOn the death of Shang-lang, Sehh-mel, repaired
to the house’ of her intended husband, and observed the usual funeral ob-

———
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There are thoss, who on gecing that the family of their intended husband is poor,
Barly desire his death,..to . gelest 3 more worthy person, | .

-
How do they know that the will of Heaven aceords with-their mind, . .,
For of old, those who ghanged on gecount of wealth hecame poor. .
Persons of this description, viciate the manners ofthegge;. ., .. |
What faceius fature state, will such have for beholding thase. whom %-Mnx

1, during the preseat life, will never presume.to: inarry agnin, . [injured,
For pleasure and gaiety ave ¢alculated to djstract qno's:mind, .. .. ..
If my father. snd mother will pérmit me to retein my cheshity, . .. .17
1 will remain solitary within the'curtaiis, and attend on my paremts.- - !

If they will ndt let mé follow the bént ¢f my mind, = - %'y -

I'll enter the neiy inansipu ang c‘rlent'ﬁ gazeat 'tixe’brl'ght clouds,® - . » -

_— — : T
sequies, and refused to marry again. Gae-yuh on bemg dclnzered of »
son, called him Slung-lo, who obtained the three Inghest lntemry rauks in
China, when he petitioned his Majesty to evect his mother” 'S misiress, & ivi-
umphal arch, to commemorate the constancy of her virtue.
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The several servants in waiting, sighing gcutely, responded, » - - !

¢ Miss! weare apprehensivh that so much distress: will ‘injuré you in your -

Better tp confide in 'us and ‘seek to be merdy; ' v 4 ¢ “{ youth,
For there are but few who resemble the lovely flowerss
Or that by mhining their 'dn.stity, satisfy the desires of nature,
‘While those, who gre idiméssed in grief, injury themselves through vipei years,
8honld you hereafter obtain a vsin nxme, and leave it bghind you, . - -
‘When dead will you not grieve being then ungble to listen to it
Yiih-king, on hearing what was addressed to her, being cwraged, .. - . .
Said, ¢ Servants, .who ' ean endure to hear such. language! - ‘ i
Know you not that the sparrow is unacquaianted with the mind of the stork,
And that the ominous birds Fung and Hwang do not assogipte with the wild
If the &ing or Yuen losses its mate, it does not seek another,” [fowls!
And the desire of the w‘ll(! :geeée, when once sepanted, are to be alone
Those birds seem to know how to retain chastity, |

Yet is woman alone unacquainted with the five relative duties o
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What you have justssid tmay-be compered;te.the down of flowers,
And thoughit.flows likn.a ‘streem,. it.is disregwrded by, the fallen. Aewer.’;:
The servants notdaring tb reply'in the présence of thefi Mistress,”” "'’
Yiih-king the #hold ¥i§ 16ng ‘contintiel'to ik oF ter hifabad; " "
Theserm zie e ol e WL e detech o T s
T B LS N TR S RSN Iy 7
LEANGS MANGIUVRE TO DEFEAT EHE ENEMY.,. .

RN EENCIRIN, SO VR IY P B 1T B RTTUN LY F S DAY YRR T WA BCHRE 14

W will desist Weliilhtg rispiictinly tiie: vhetrony youtig tady, -1 ¥
To relate of thé" fatighe ahd" distiess’ ehdued by Leting. »i 4V
'When encomipasedl B hill¥; dnd iibhble tH shelarond oFrbifeaty 12 v i
He Wi attended By “only’a few’ thohsind Hed, 0 " e ol

. On evé:"y!"“snﬂe l’ns nn‘faﬁ&y ‘md Lorse were ciosely bese‘zelcf ol

LYY R R i ne 1
grat ?u’ﬂ»e it’rgx;:émbéred ‘ustre:unl rul e ltiovm from the moun{-m.

The imperial troops on obhmmg water. i{new neither l‘mnéer nor thirst : ol

KO

And only gneveﬂ Lju‘u(ml: an 'in;\‘y' was ol séit 10 their adliverance. "
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Leatig, isued ai ofler! forithe officers and troops. ;. -

To' apphoiich; and’ listeh: while: ho -addressed: ‘them. & fowiwords, . ...
He mid, ' My fpent, youy, with myself, acq sl infelicitoum ., -

Nor should § noy, repiog, wharg o able t9.offest your, eseape::, ..
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Alas, 1 am detested, you will all die on my account!
‘Would it not be better for you to take and deliver me up to the enemy.
In sof Yokaf;! the [Kvek /ot KéG R ek NIDAV. b6 prosérved)
‘While I, an individual, will meet my fate with resignation.”

The tronge on hoaring what b aid, with tearg replied,, ;| vy 20
« Vonerable fathers why. dn, sush. doubts arise, in your mipd-... (.. .,
We are grateful tpgur. chief, who has treated, us ag thoygh we were ‘.'.'°
How can the troops prove yagrateful to the kiddnes of their commander,|

The foo;l md provender bemg suﬂiq)ent for gnpth?r

e Y1) ol

"‘we ,"“ P"““'s" vmt hll 80 army i is sent to onr“deh rlllce e 1

In case the remfovicements dlould not amve

R Yoo o - oot L g ad T

‘We mtl: anited .strength, will mend the Inll wluch hys heforg -

e
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Lifo and death being previously decreed,
We to a man will retain our loyalty to reward the kindness of our Sovereign.”
Leang, on hearing what they sid, his mind being composed,

Prei;nently went round to ascertain the movements of the'beseigen. .

The enemy, seeing the royal troops daring, and -eonmtly on the elert,
Dared not to advance and make an assault on Genersl Leang.
All that they said was, ‘“ We will wait till their food is entirely consumed,

‘When they will die from want without giving us the least trouble.

We well know, they resemble a bird g:onﬁled in a cage,
Had they wings, they would find it difficult to effect their escape. ™

ta
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THE MAGISTRATE LEW. URG]NG A SECOND MARRIAGE.
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‘Wi must desist from relating of the sufferings of the army, whilstamong the
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And again detail what passed betwoen the husband and wife. [ravine,

Leéw aécdl;ded (that as Leang had fallen in battle) ‘

With theaiicients, that the marriage of one's daughter is of the first importance.
He said, ¢ I will ascertain .ine; natal hour, and seek another Son-in-iu;v,

And next mke a return of presents to the parents of Leang,

For in my native district, dwells a worthy youth named Lan,

‘Whose father is of the rank Kelh-sze, a person of wealth.”
Lan, on hearing that the daughter of Lew,

Besides being a person of talent, was esteemed exceedingly handsome,

Sent a person to make a proposal of marriage.

As soon as the female Go-between entered, she knelt before the lady,
Addressing her, said, ¢ Lady Lan, who wishes you great happiness,

Is desirous of soliciting your amiable daughter in marriage,
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To her third son, who is cousidered extremely clever,
Having seen the révolation of pinteen Springs.

He is estocmed the wisest person in sl Soo-c‘eq. -
And obtsins the chief bonors at each literary mmiioh,

Por gems, and what is precious, the family wealth resembles a vast mountain,

While young Lan’s bandsome appesrsnce, surprises the age.”
"Phe lady on hearing what was said, being highly elated
Entered the ball and announced it to her husband. -
The gentlmn in answer replied,
' We ought to know whether onr dsughter is willing to marry or not.
If it accords not with her mind, serious consequences may be apprehended,

For, from a child, as she has grown up, she has been obstinately disposed.”
Hyving thus spokea he withdrew, .

When the lady requested her daughter to enter the inll. {desired,
Whils conversing, she said,  One’s settlement in life is what is raost to. be

How happy would you be, if so fortunate as to obtain & good husband. ”
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The young Miss, on hearing what was said, hastily fell on her knoes,* . -

A
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While the tears streamed from her eyes, she thus replied :
¢ Your daughter has been promised in marriage to Leang,
It is therefore the sole wish of her person, to ibe united to him.
He, a youth of extraordinary talents, having died in remote parts ;
The thought that he remains an orphan spirit greatly wounds her foclings.

Yet ere her affections have abated, you require her to marry again,
Are you not afraid of the slander of the family of Leang ?
Of old, the widowed swallow never sought another mate,
But when did s virtuous woman ever choose a second husband 2
Father and mother, you must not entsin these thoughts in your mind,
For your daughter's desire, during life, is to sleep alone.
It is her wish to serve you for a thousand years and’ after;
That when the flowers fade, and the moon wanes, she may attain to the virtues
The lady again advini’ng her daughter to listen, [of the ancients.”

Said, ¢ Why should you thus stenuously coutinue to think of him?




8

FRTHEEN
NN 3 el
ESREsR
RSNk
EIRVPEPET
S 3 W P DB
HErREE
eE W B T e 2ok
REEHRES
%% o8 I (U -
HHTIHZER
HiEB D |
o 2% T OF W HH
R o B8 S %
B O 4k o B¢ o
FHFDER

ﬁﬁ$A??E§%QE£ﬁA%A
As Leang was unacquainted with your person,

What crime will it be to bind you by an inch of silk 1.

Since it is not decroed that he shall early return home,

Should you ever meet, you wil] resemble passing strangers in the strget,
Now as your parents have sele;tad\ the son of a wealthy family,

You should consent to marry to gladden your youth.”

Yiih-king, with tears, requested her mother to listen, when she said,
¢ Father and mother, you do net consider what yeu sy,
Do you think that Leang and I can pass without noticing each other,
Whose union was decreed to last during life 2
Though the marriage ceremonies have never been poi:fomed,
One decisive word is as valuable as a thousaud pieces of gold.* ./
Wang-po (the go-between), displessed in reply thus spoke :
" «How happens it, Miss, that jou pre such a faalish girl ? .
The ancients say, all the affairs of life are decreed,

And that the handsome must reyert to those who have acquired fame.
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This paper which describes Liis Birth; ‘promdunces him the first of youths ;-
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And his family being wealthy, I mention it for your information. =
He is a person of talent, and of a respectable family,
So fine a youth, a5 yet, you have never séen his like.
Tis unnecessary to state, that 3s his father fills an important office,
That be is on intimate terms of friendship with his Sovereign,
The family being wealthy, values amber beads and corals, as dust, -
While pearls and gems are esteemed byt as pebbles.
‘ His garden, which is extensive is delightfyl for pleasure ;
To the ri_ght are planted rows of willows, and on the left are flowers,
‘One hundred handsome domestics constantly attend on his person,
‘Who in winter. dress in silk, and in summer their attive is rich crape.
They are extremely fond of playing at chess,
On the soft reed, and three stringed instruments,
At times, they 4scend the lofty room, and play on.the flute,
‘While again, they sing accompanied by the Pe-pa (guitar).

’
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I think if all the ‘servaats are thus happy,
That pleasure and mirth inust be still more enjoyed ;y threir ranster.
The yoingﬁent!em's smiable’ manners, are no. affectation;
A person of talent, polite; atd a descendsut of an ancient family. -
The literary degrees of Tetn-aze and Chwang-yuen arejas sure as.in his hand,
Por his essays tesemble. elegant embroidery added to flowers.

‘Moreover, his disposition beibg mild and complaissnt in'the extreme, -
S0 much so that if be gets intoxicited, he'does not quarrel nor scold in the least.
Whoever he sces, whatever be their rank, he is ‘polite,

And whenever. a friend.comes, the servants are ordered to bring tea.

The rich, the ancieats say, are alvays lofty and proud,
But he alone, considers all mankind like a lovely flower.
Miss, should you be so fortuuate as to be married to him,
How murh better provided for than in the royal palace. -

‘Wherefore must you maintsin to' retain' your widowhood ?

Iam fearful as to affairs of marriage that yon.r mind resembles a ball of flax.



208

PDEEIBBRMEMBTRL
SR ERMRSTHAAR
LDEBMVIETFREE B
ERRLFEBEARHER
- RBORELESE
EERAESNEFEARR X
BERREAXBLEFRZAEER®F

In youths, that which is most to jbe dreaded, is there indescision,
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Forshould you despise him, hereafter you will find that you have scted wromg.”

Yiih-king, on hearing what was said, being grieved to her beart;ic 7 -
Replied, ‘* Wang-po, why do you use such flowery language? -
Do-yousay, because Iam yq;mg. that I am unable to retuin'my chastity ¢ -
Or think that I.will take my Pe-pa and remove into another family ?

However respectable may be the family of Lan, if I have no desire to marry,

A . Whese is the use of adding flowers to elegant embroidery 2

The ancients considered what the marriage proposer affirmed, of no validity,

For of every ten assertiond, nine were considered as erronedus. »

The lady, displeased, scolding‘her‘hughhr. thus spoke, -
¢ Daughter, cease replying, we do not wani so many words.”
‘This affair depends entirely with us, your parents. |
She then gave. her consent to the usual presents being. received.

¢« Your ssttlement in life, ” resumed she, ¢« devolves entirely on me;

‘Who by advising will for the future again dare to interfere.”
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Wang-poo, as soon as she obtained the lady's consent, returned;
When Yih-king weeping bitterly retired to her room.

R~
YUH-KING PLUNGES INTO THE RIVEBR.

——

Ox her return to her room, she threw herself on the ivory bed,
And regretted thatshe had that day met with one who was an enemy to her peace.
“ This aight,” said she, * will I put gn end to my existence, and visit hades,
When to my husband, in his earthly mansion, will I unbosom my mind, »
While thus considering, she suddenly heard the flight of the evenjng birds,
When from the green tree’s lofty branches they uttered their plaintive note.
“To night am I determined,” resumed she, * to put an end to my existence,

For in this life, I can have no wish of being sither happy or wealthy.”

As she continued to think on the horrid act, she wept aloud,

Disregarding life, and having no desire to be married to the wealthy,
ES :
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To be freed from her parents, she deliberated on the hest means to effect her
death,

‘When she thought on putting an end io her life by cutting her throat.
But,apprehending that her parents would be distressed on seeing her corpse,

She concluded that it would be far better to plunge into the river.

¢¢ It is a pity " said she, *‘ that so young a person asme, should so soon return

But from this desperate step there is no alternative| [to the shades,
‘When I have freed myself of life, and behold my husband in hades,

I will then detail to him the whole feelings of my sincere heart,

Bitter; ah! bitter is the thought!

‘Who could have conceived that g beautiful woman would perish in the waves.”
On thus speaking, she putin order hez apartment, and cbanged her new clothes,

On leaving her father and mother, the tears streamed from her eyes,

‘When she said, « Your daughter for virtue d;uega:ds your king . attentions.

Nor may you entertain an hope of ever seeing her a;gnin.i { ther,

The affairs of the family must be transferred to the management of my bro-

For to retain my virtue, I will throw myselfin the river and follow the stream.’,
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On leaving the embroidered room, she passed through the front door,
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When stamping her feet, and beating her breast, she called aloud on Heaven.

The full tear streamed till it covered her face.
She exclaimed, o Alu, my infelicitous fate !
In my youth all my pleasures are blighted,
And while onthe road to hades my heart is grieved.
I have now no hope of opening my espoused’s letter, or dressing for him,
Nor have I the least prospect of ever being happy in this life.
It being the desire of the husband and wife to see each other this evening,
Shall the horned moon and fading flowers deceive the young?
Since my father and mother c;’mpel me to marry again,
1 will throw myself in the river, not being ashamed to see Heaven. ”
The back garden door heing open, she entered the garden with hasty steps,
‘When, on raising her bead she saw that the moon was in her second quarter.
She said, ‘¢ The moon attains to ber full, but I am distressed,

Ithus cruelly dealt with, ought indeed to be pitied !
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*~. This night next year, will be kept as the anniversary of my death,
For this night, this year, I perish by the side of the river.
Ought I not to be pitied, a person only eighteen, and in her bloom ?

Ah, father and mother | the merit of rearing me has vanished like smoke 1 ™

‘With hasty steps she proceeded to the head of the river,
‘Which appeared a vast sheet of water, flowing to the east.
From both eyes the tears flowed in quick succession,

‘When she exelsigned, *¢ This stream shall terminate my life !

This night shall put an end to all my troubles,
Though I greatly resemble a beautiful flower in full bloom ;
But when beaten by the rain, and blown on by the wind it cannot last long,

For leaf after leaf will take its flight and be borne down by the stream.

Annually the flowers fall and the streams continue to flow,
Bat I, when once gone, forever will be unable to return 1™
On raising her head, she worshipped the moon in the firmament,

‘Which continued to shine refulgent on her attire and person.
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I,” exclaimed she, “because I will not consent to marry the son of the
family Lm‘, )
Forske my father and mother and plunge into the stream..
Tam desirous of imitating the dsughter of Tséen, who perisbed in the river,
Thus acquire lasting fame. . LIS
Being unable to consent to my mother’s wish, in marrying again, -
I disregard my person, having no wish to enjoy the Spriag of youth.
This night my corpse will remain by the side of the river,
Silence will sit on my countenance, while the water will spread far and wide !
Prostrately I beg that the goddess Chang-go will lead the away
Into the deep part, and teach me to avoid the shallow.”
‘When she had thus prayed, she plunged jnto the stream,..
But did not think that her screams would alarm the bostmen.
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- AN OFFICER RESCUING YUH-KING.
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Ar that time there happened to be a pervon called Lung, the Te-tiib,
‘Whooo family vessel had anchored at tlie head of the stream ;

He and his wife, on hearing the screams for sometime,
Called for silence.

When the Master sent forth an order to go to the person’s assistance,
Not imagining that s beautiful woman was borne eastward by the stream.
" The gentleman, with haste- célled to the men, ‘ i

~ To follow the waves and the stream to rescuc & young woman. .

The silors, on héaring the command, got instantly m:ulemy 3

After toiling with the moon and waves, they.soon reached the creek.

On rescuing the young lady they carried her on board, '

‘When thehusband and wife interrogated her asto the cause for such conduct,
For who is there, (said they) that is not afraid of death?

On being asked why she desired to_be buried in the castern stream,
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Yiih-king while wet, with tears thus replied:
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¢ To detail to you the whole affair, would cause yoy ten thousand sorrows,
Your slave, is the daughter of a faniily who holds rank in the state,
My father, whose name is Lew, is member of the Shng;choq board,
Brought me up in the retired gpartments, and taught ma the dpties of woman,
In tranquillity did 8pring succeed Autumn, from year to year,
" Till the silken gttire was promised to a son of the funil, Leang,
In quest of fame, he being borne ‘qlong by l?yal favor, :
Obtained the honor Tan-hwa, and became a member of the Han-lin, .
‘The Sovereign intent on rednciq'g the Hoo te‘bels, gave him an gppoiqtment;
‘Who could have imagined, in his country's palllse,_ he would have fallen on the
My parents ﬁrged me to give my counsent to marry again, [frontierst
I, as strenuously refused, our nuptials not having taken place, to reh.in my
virtue, . [suitor,
They required me to braid ;;xy hair, adorn my éyebrows, and accept o.t' another |

But your slave will never presume to be betrothed again.
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Having reasoned with my father and mother, but smoe they disregard me,
By coveting life, I shall loose the reputation of being chase,
‘When my name will be handed down 3s a reproach to ten thousand years,
Man, on attaining an hundred years must die,
While the names-of the virtuous flow down the stream of tirie,
It was this, why I left my father snd mother, and threw myselfinto the waves,

Being desirous st once to burry my grief snd myself in its i'onm and billows,**

The lady on hearing what she 6aid, exclaimed,

“ Unfortm'ut'c young w6m1 you are tp be pitied !

But who is there that can disregard life to retain their virtae ?

By such heroic deeds you surpass all the virtuous within the four sess,
The old gentl;m;n, a.ddress‘ing. the young l;dy‘, said,

¢¢ Compose yol;r mind and refrain from weeping,

For since you will not permit your person to be defiled,

‘Why should so much beauty float on the water's surff?
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I will now u:company you home to your parents,
When in their midst you will be happy from Spring to Autumn.
1 will advise your father and mother to let you follow the bent of your mind,

That you may ever remain alone within the courtains without knowing sor-

Yib-king, refraining from weeping, thus spoke, [row.”
“Madam, while in your presence, permit me to detail my mind;
If my father and mother will allow me to enjoy the wish of my heart,
1 on another night will never plunge myself again in the stream.

If my parents should be pleased to grant me this my desire,

I would not retain it above two or three Springs.
Hereafter 1 most certainly will consent to be married,
Not being ambtiious to maintain my celibacy for ever.

Still T am no ways desirous of retaining this fleeting life,

Bat wish to rid myself of pleasure and mirth as with the dash of a pen.
I ten thousand times wish, Madam, that you had never rescued me,

Then Y should have been borne down by the stream.
r2
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For fate, from the beginning has thus decreed concerning me.”
The lady exclaiming, said, ¢ Virtuous girl!

Why think so lightly of a ramble to hades.

I who am sixty, am blessed with neither son nor. daughier,
Hereafter, doubtless I shall resemble a curved cioud.
On seeing you, a woman of filial piety and v‘irtue.,
A person of your talents accords with my heart’s wish.

_This night I shall consider you.as my daughter;
By serving me while life shall last, you will relieve me of sorrow.
In attending on us till the élo;e of our days,

Then you can shave, become a nun, and adorn yourself with virtue. *”

The old gentleman, in reply said, ¢ The proposal seems excellent, [days.”

And on our arrive/at my appointment, you will contribute to beguile our
Yiih-king, complying with what was said, drew near and paid her respects,

‘When the abundance of the lady’skindness seemed to exceed a vast mountain.
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She then hasteged aud brought her a change of linen to put on, [again.
\],Vhen the relationship of mother and da;ughter commenced, never to grieve
Yith-king, from that time became tranquil and happy,

On the morrow they cast off the painter and set sail.

—————
SEEKING THE CORPSE OF YUH-KING.

W will not relate of Yiih-king’s deliverance,
But again detail of Lew, of the Revenue Board.
On his riging early and taking a seat in his wife’s apartment,
All the domesticy rushed in to inform their Masjer,

That they knew not where their young Mistress had gone s

And that her drawers and boxes were securely locked. [open,
“On yepairing, " gaid they, ¢ to the back of thp house, we found all the doors

And though with grief we sought her footsteps we know not where she has flown.
The lady on hearing what was said, burst into tears,

Beating her breast, and stamping with her fect, wept aloud.
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She bid her domestics to go in quest of her in every direction,

Who, after a diligent search returned,

Stating ¢ That they could not find the least trace of their Mistress,
Nor obtain the least intelligence, though they sought her in every directon 3
Except what a boatman sute(i, who is anchored by the side of the stream,
That Jast hight he heard a female crying, [to be seen.
‘When suddenly a person was heard to plunge into the water, butno one was
He concluded that it must be some person intent on dividing the stream, "—
The gentleman on hearing what was said, became distracted,
Bcolding his wife, he affirmed she was wanting in prudence,
" #Knowing,” said he, « that your daughter would pot readily consent,
You should have artfully induced her to comply.
By your compelling her, she has thrown herself into the river ;
By your stupidity, it is evident you detest your child.”
He then ordered his servants to go and drag for the corpse.

The whole day long the husband and wife knew no relief to their sorraw.
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SENDING A LETTER BY MEANS OF AN ARROW.
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W will not speak of the minister Lew seeking his only daughter,
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But detail respecting the troops and stores which left the capital,
Heaou, as soon as he arrived ‘on the frontiers,

Delivered over the troops and stores to the Chin-che Commander.

He then gained intelligence that Leang was mot dead,

But that from the preceding month, he bad been surrounded by the enemy,

Heaou on hearing the news, went jmmediately to the Gommander-in-chief,

Desiring some brave troops that he might march to his assistance,

The Geaneral, on secing him a brave youth,
Ordered a division of daring troops to be got ready,
Fifty thousand spirited men, were obedient to his command,

‘When Heaou, on pitching his camp, considered on the mode of attack.

The enemy, from not experiencing the fatigues of war, were daring,

Thus his worthy brother Leang had long been surrounded,
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He determined on co-operating with the beseiged,

ﬁlEt-—rE&

To surprize the enemy, and thus rescue Leang.
During the day, the troops were permitted to rest themselves,
While he kept every one ignorgnt of his intended manceuvre.
In the dead of the night, while the moon shone, he went to espy the enemy,
And was absent from his camp the greater half of the night.
On ascending a hill, from a distance he espied
That the enemy’s troops, were disperged in all directions.

On ascendinF still higher, he could command the whole camp,

And observed that the greatest disorder prevailed among the enemy’s troops.

Heaou, while thus observing them, rejoiced exceedingly,
For he knew that the enemy was unacquainted with his scheme.
He then saw that it was easy to defeat them,

And that ere long he should be enable to rescuc Gencral Leang.

On his return to the camp, he wrote two letters,

Which he immcdiately fastened to sounding arrows.

o
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On his reascending the hill, kneeling, he worshipped,
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And petitioned the aid of the Gods of the four quarters ¢

Saying ‘1 from the troubles of the |;a.tion, and loyalty to my Prince,
Disregard my person, being anxious of subduing the Hoo rebels.
In the first place, 1 will attempt to restore tranquillity to my country;

In the secoud, that the brave may knew of my valour;

In the third, that I may deli‘ver my esteemed Niece's father;
And in the fourth, that I may raise th; seigé of my brother Leang.
T humbly beg that the Sovereign of Hedven will condes;iénd to think of me,
That these letters may only be known 10 my Uncle and Leang.“-—

Immediately he stiot forth an arrow which borea letter,
And which fortunately fell within the wall of the city.
The letter was addressed to his Uncle, General Yang,
Saying ¢ To-morrow night about the second watch,

On hearing the report of » catinon, your troops are to rush out 3

I request an answer that 1 may know of your determination.
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The other arrow bearing a letter, he shot into the valley,
To apprize his brother Leang of his noble intentions.
et —

THE VICTORIOUS ARMY RETURNS TO THE CAPITAL.

‘W will decline relating of Heaou’s efforts to serve his country,
And again relate of Leang, who was at his time beseiged. [ed,
All communications for a month being cut off, his stores were nérly exhaust-
" 'When his meu from apprehending the want of provisions became dejected.
That evening about the fourth watch, while the moon shone bright,
Leang, sat on the top of an hill, planning the mode of an attack ;
Suddenly he heard the sound of an arrow pass, which fell by his side,
And stuck in the grass of the mound that lay before him.
Leang, rosed, on plucking it up to examine it,
Discovered a letter fastened about the head of the arrow.
On his reading the letter, he knew no bounds to his joy,
‘When, in a faultering voice he published it to all his men.
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«Hemou,” .mid be, ¢is.now come to deliver us,
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And we are to be ready to-morrow night aboyt the second watch.

On our hearing the report of a gun, which is the signal,

We are to rush out, and cut our way till we see the ro’nl‘ standards.” .
With speed he immediately wrote a letter in reply,

‘Which was sent for the information of the Minister Huou

When the letter was despatched, “bemg Ingh‘!y elated

The troops eat and drank their full, to incwe.t.hcir strength for the morrow.
With eager expechhon, they walted the close of that day, |

Lung thus addressed his troops

“Victory or defeat, this day depends on oli;'selves,

Let us, disregardless of our fate endeavour to escape with our .l'ives 1
The troop; on hearing what he said, b;came despente;

When the rep;)r‘t o;’ a ul;non:suddenly'agihfed the air.

On q|.nttmg their staﬁon the t'roops formed themselves into two divisions,

While one prepared for an attack, the other descepded from the clly
a2
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A detachment was stationed on a hill to co-eperite with those without,
When fortunate; the enemy from feasting, were insensibly drank.
They, on perceiving the Imperial troops advance it four directions,
Regretted that they had not wings whereby they might escape to heaven.
The imperial troops, diéfeguding their lives,
A single soldier p"nt a h'undre.d of the enemy to flight.
Raushing forth courageously and wiﬂ; nniied effort,
'l’hey cut down the enemy's troops in every direction.
Five hundr;;d ﬁonmd ofl the enemy lay dead in the field;
By the morning their blo_od flowed from the hill as from a spring.
On mustering the imperial troops, which bad been dispersed,
They immediately commenced. cooking, for they were extremely hungered.
The three commders, Heaou, Leang, and General Yang,
Drew near to deliberate on the further mode of subjugating the rebels.
They determined on pursuing the enemy, whose courage had failed,
And at once destroy their dens and seize their leader.
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The three commanders after deliberation, being of the same mind,
Struck their teats and hoisted the Imperial banners.
The vanquished enemy submitted to them in every direction,

For the imperial troops being daring, they were smitten with dismay.

The three leaders intent on possessing themselves of the field,
Awed the enemy, for on their approach they intgnﬂ’ strpck theiy colours. -
On seizing the inbabitants, they raised the s;t; tq the ground,
When their leader on being made priggngr, wept hittesly, .

They detained him in gonfinement till he submitted,
When the troops with songs of victory returned to the cap'ihl,'
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YAOU-SEEN, ON _HE}!RING OF THE JOYFUL NEWS.
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Wz will deslst from detmlmg respectmg the thory,
LR

ol

To rehte of Yqou-seen, whose eyebrows were daily kmwed
From the time that unplessant news was received of General Luhg, A
Incosmatly ' did she wéep and bedew her’ ¢lothes’ with ‘Neibs, !t " b
Separation by death, or living in remote parts; how gréat the grief it causes?
. Tt greatly resembles that oF the:Too-kéun, which' inoisteh the brhaitits Withi
1tsblood e e . R L I
“How I hmcnt » wd Yaou sgen, “th that I am not so ImPpy as the spamm}
of yonder eves,
Which, as day succeeds day, in pairs fly towards me,
In this life, I can never expect either mirth or pleasure,
For my husband having returned to the grave, I have no one to depend on,
As year after year the flowers continue to fall, and the stream to flow, '

So my beauty passes away and leaves me nothing but skin and bone!™
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Her tears ﬂomng daily, she kiew no cesmtion.bf her gyief;. - R
And being constantly dejected, she was apprehénsive lut it wounld be known,(
Thus three patt of the dsy, being incobpumitated by discase, :* -~ « '/
Not once did she'ithink of adorningi her eyebrows,

Night even brought ber no telief, for she constantl'y sougbt duth
And eontmmng thusto gneve and fret, she became ltupnﬁed
Her feet for a long tlme not Invmg qmued the snlken room,

Her hegrt and her eyebrows lnd been mcmntly locked [solitary: bird,
¢ When I take the lookmg glns, ” md qhe, ¢ l gneve to 'behold the
And could kill myaelf on seemg the bntterjlnes ﬂy in pam before the window.
Iam dependont on my lemnu to dnsPel my 5uef md sonow; Aok

For having no one to Qccompcny me, my mmd conunuu to be dnstressed
' . .~
One day, 'Inle gbus ;lejeqted, rhen there seemed no rehef
Yun-hung entered her room, tittering and laughmg :loud
) o b

The sound of her voice, was that of mirth and rejoicing,

< Miss,  said she, * there certainly is a day for your union ;
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For your venerable father has subdued the Hoo rebels.
To day, a messenger has arvived from the froatiers,
Who brought intelligence of General Leang having affacted bis escape, !
And that ere long he will return ta the embroidered apartments.’
Fhe little Miss, in reply said, ¢ What you say is all false,
You only thus talk ;fred: to wound my feelings;
Leang is dead, and his spirit remains in the field of battle,
Nor bave I the least hope of eve; seeing him again.”
* Yun-heang, langhin; fgplied to the young l;dy.
o From a child to ite i»ment, didI eve;; deceive yoﬁ !
‘Were it not true, yonr slave, wonld not lnve mentioned thc neu,
I assure you this statement Im not ﬁ‘o leut ellror w
Yaou-séen, on héaring what was sgid, was exceedmgly ehhed
When from that moment she loosened a stitch of the silken thread that bound

/ her eyebr'ows.
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To detail an .ccount of the victory and return of the Generals.
Heaou, while repairing to th'o upih( 'in company with his Uncle,
Informed him fully of wht bad transpired on a former day ,
He, spoke of his brother Leung, and his reasons for hhng the command,
That it was from sincere regard to my Uncle, when you were beseiged.
He disregardless of his person, raised troops aid marched to your assistanee,
‘When being defeated the eieﬁ:y cut off his retreat.
This morning since the imperial troops have proved victorious,
I have informed you of the noble motives of my brother Leang.
The General on hearing what be said, made him a profound bow,
And replied, ** Such noble feelings the ancient rarely witnessed.

Ere they had done conversing, they arrived at the capital 3

‘When, on drawing up a statement, they hastily despatched it to their Sovereign’
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His Majesty on reading an account of the victory obtained, the Dragon coun-
tenance gladdened, o
And said, «“Itis evident the leader possessed a noble and an extraordinary mind.

The minister Lenng, swore tlnt he would not submit to the rebels;
The noble feelings and loyalty of the mnmster Ymg, in rehlmng the cnty 3

The bravery and and mtrepud conduct of the mmlster Heaou ;—

This memorable day s achievement, echpees the heronc deeds of the anelents. »

» By imperial appointment, the. three leaders were created Dukes,
And their sons and grandsons to possesy land at the capital.
After thanking his Majesty they returned home, ‘
‘When the lady on secing her husband was overcome with joy. -

Yaou-séen, when she had congratulated her father on his keturn,
‘Was uneasy in her mind, lest her father should require her'to marry again.
The General, for theaccommodation of his family, caused a spacious build-
ing to be raised, ~ ' [he lived.

For enjoying his Prince’s bounty, he wasambitious to surpass thé age in which
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A CONVERSATION BETWEEN LEW AND LEANG.
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Lzawo, after having an interview with his Sovereiga, returned home, .
When on account of Miss Yaou-séen, his mind again became distressed. -
Though he had acquired renown, still he remained unsettled in life,

The very thought distressed him, like what he first endured.

It happened at this time that he was visited{y young Lew,
‘Who was the son of Lew, member of the Shang-shoo board.
Holding the above office by here;litary succession,

He was made acquainted with Leang's military exploits.
On huring‘ of his arrival, he exclaiﬁed, <« Ah ! Leang is still alive,
And in his youth is promoted to the exalted rank of Duke.
How much is my sister to be pitied, in terminating her life,
Her name being thus concealed who will know of her virtue ?
I will waiton General Leang amd inform him of whathas occurred.”

Leang, on hearing of the lamentable affair, was grieved to his heart, and said,
J: 8
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¢« The young lady is to be pitied, possessing a chase heroic mind,

Thereby she is prevented from marrying a young nobleman.

Jrh-tsang’s fate is infelicitous, and entertains no hope of being married,
For there are few in the world whose love resemble this lady's.”
The young Gentleman on seeing Leang grestly distressed,
Made a profound bow, and took his leave.:

Leang on ucOt;lptnyigg Lew as far as the door,
'Returned to the hall, shed tears till his clothes were bedewed.
He could not have imagined that Yiih-king bore him so much esteem,
And from the union not being decreed, he accused himself as the cause of
her death.
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A PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE BY HIS MAJESTY.
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Generan Yang, at this time unexpectzdly visited the dnsconsolatc youth,
" When he asked Leang the cause of his incessant gnef
lmng, in reply said, *‘Indeed l am unfortunate in my amours,

Your Exoellency wnll listen wlnle l detail the cayse of my distress.

My father, at first betrothed me in marriage to a daughter of Lew =
While T was surrounded by the rebels on the frontlers,
Intelligence was conveyed to my family that I had fallen in battle ;
‘Fhis lady, on hwmg the news, determined to retain her chastity mvnolable
On her mother urgmgher to marry again, she thltew herself into ?.be river s
Her brother has just been to apprized me of the dolefol news.—

Who, on being informed of it can remain insensible to grieft {the stream.”
Or not regret, that the Hae-tang (Pyrus Japonica) by the wind, is dashed into .
The General, on hearing what passed, could not refrain from sympathizing,
When he said , * The virtues of this lady were seldom equalled by the aocients,
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‘Whata pity, thatso preclousa Jewel should have sunk to the bottom of the

Merely to cause her name to extend to the four quarters of the globe | [stream,
1 advise you, Sir, not to continue to cherish thoughts of her ;

How much better for you to represent her virtues to his Majesty.”

Leang, in answer replied, ** What you say is really just,

T will reinir to court, and ere long inform his Majesty of her.

The General accompanied him to court, and waited on their Sovereign,
When the Prince, with the red pencil, thus declared his will:
¢ Under the whole canopy of heaven, few are there who possess equal virtue.”

‘When he ordered a monument to be raised, that her fame might descend to pos-

The Golden Mouth, (the Emperor) addressing Duke Yang enquired, terity.
* How many sons and beautiful daughters have you?™
The Duke approaching this Majesty, replied,
* Heaven has only favored me with one daughter.

On calculating her age, he said, ¢ She is now nineteen,

As yet she has not been promiged in marriage to any ome.™
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His Majesty, with a smile and pleasant countenance re!)hed,

¢ The God of mrriagehu;esigned thearnngementofthistﬁ'gir into my hands.
Minister ! take your daughter and marry her to Duke Leang,

During life, their !ove and esteem will know no bounds.

His Majesty on making a handsome ?resent of jewels,

Selected the following morning, being felicitous, for their union.

The Generals, bemg elated, thanked his Mnjesty for his condescension,
When they retumed home to communicate the news to the lady and her AN
The family on hearing of the proposal were all highly elated, [daughter.

Bat most of all, was Yaou-séen, whose eyes immediately brightened.

She was ag happy as 3 pergou reprieved, when at the place of execution,
Who, expecting death, was granted by his Majesty to live.—
Once again she opened her.toi!et, and dusted her loolging glass,
When Yun-heang and Pth-yu¥ incessantly laughed and tittered together.

They said, * From this day what a change will take place, [hand,”
We no longer shall behold kuitted eyebrows, or resting the cheek on the
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Lzanc, as soon as he had made the necesspry arrangements,
Dressed himself in his court dress, aﬁd repaired to the house of his bride,
The principal officers of state, in their state dresses accompanied him,

‘When the ple;i.sures‘ of that day surpassed what is known of the ancients.

Before him proceeded loud drums, attended with large blazing c;ndla,
-While the crowed streets were lined with the five national standards,
The marriage excited the attention of strangers, for persons of every class

talked on the affair, " o
Saying, ¢ This is sn exirnordinary occurrénce, for his Majesty himself
proposed the marriage!® |

The very loving Miss, when dressed, wore a veil and an elegant cap ;

And recognize;l Leang, immediately on his entering the bride chamber.
They that night were desirous of retarding the fleeting wnt‘che's,.

To detail of what had transpired on a former year.
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They considered the delights of that night a recompence for the grief they
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had endured;
Alas ! by them the night watches seemed to glide unperceptlbly away,
For ere they were aware, they were disturbed by the mormng drum —
The husband and wife, as soon as they rosed, paid the usual morning com-
pliments.
‘When in their appearance they surpassed that of the Gods and Goddesses.’
Pih-yue and Yun-heang received ordefs to attend on her person,

Who from henceforward, will never grieve on account of separation.

ccttm—

LUNG PETITIONING RIS MAJESTY RESPECTING YUH-KING.

Wc will not relate of the husband and wife, who were as happy as fish in water,
But detail of the T¥é-hed officer, who was repairing to the capital.
On his arrival at the metropolis, he was appointed the district Treasurer, -
When he became uqna_inled' with what had transpired on the frontiers.

K d
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On his return from office while conversing with the lady and daughter,
He mentioned that Leang had subdued the Hoo rebels.
. He said, ** This being the talk of every person tlu;t he met,
It can not be true that Leang while fighting had fallen.

They are ino_w raising s monument in honor to his virtuous lady,
Can we imagine that it is for this our only daughter 1—
His Majesty, it is said, has given him in marriage to another,

,‘ In an occurrence o delicate how are we to act?

I toomoirow had better repair to the palace, °
Aud present his Majesty' with a statement of the affair.”
Yiih:kipg, making 3 low courtesy, drew near and thus spoke, '
*¢ Father, father, it is unnecessary to take so much trouble.
Sinte he is already.matried to a person of a different surname,
Your slave will cedseto think of the day of his union.
For happiréss seems to be his portion through life, -

While negléct and distress of mind is evidently mine.
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The lady, laughing heartily, replied,
*“ My child, you know not what you are talking about;
He, in erecting you a monument, has not forgotten your condescension,

And as his Majesty proposed the marriage, he could not refuse.

We having nothing but what concerns you to engage our minds,  [life. "
It is our wish to cause your eyes to sparkie, and make you happy through
Yuh-king, on hearing what was said, was unable to reply ;

Being late, on taking her leave, she setired to her room.

In the morning, the Treasurer repaired to present his petition to the Sove-
His Majesty on reading the document, smiling, said, [reign.
¢ This is the most extraordinary affair that ever occurred !

My will is, that Leang marries again, and considers the two wivesas one.

I now raise them both to be ladies of the first rank,

And require that the marriage immediately takes place, and be observed with

equal splendour.”  ~

12
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"YAOU.-SEEN APPROVES OF LEANG'S MARRYING
YUH-KING.
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Leanc knowing the will of his Severeign,
On leaving the palace returned to communicate it to his lady.
As soon as he entered his room, he called for Yaou-séen, '

And said, “I have a strange unaccountable affair to communicate.

Miss Yiih-king, is still alive, who was reported to be dead,
And the person who rescued her, is still at the capital.
His Majesty’s will is, that I should marry her,

But in an affair so unreasonable, who can give his consent ? ”

Lady Yaou-séen, in reply said,
«“Ere you had obtained the rank that you now possess,

Miss Yuh-king attempted to put an end to her life,

It is evident she is a person of heroic virtue, which is known to the Gods.
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Since you snd I, sre united by marriage,
1t would be impoper for me to advise you to do what is wrong,
My husband, act sgreesble with the Sovereign's will, and live happy in con- o
» Jjugsl union, '

Your slave will be content ia being only your Iady at call.

General Leang, smiling, returned answer,

* In the world there are few such loving wives as you to be met with,

B
MARRYING TWO WIVES.

—

Wirn speed the mocossary prepawatians ‘weee rimdd ferthe marriage,
When the military officers fall deessed atiended tae wedding as at first,
With the bride, the ‘Provineial* Treasurer gave a lorge dowery.

On the ceremony being observed, the two wives estoamed cach other as sisters.
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Yith-king, it would appeu, was a year older than Yaou#een,
But dwelt in harmony without the least jealously.
Yun-heang and Prh-yu¥ became his women of call,

Who, with his wives, were cach delivered of s fine boy,
.. »

At that time the parents of Leang repaired ta the capital,
When the mother on seeing her son, wept for joy.
Addressing him, she said, ¢ After 5o’ long a separation,
‘Who could have anticipated that this would have been the day of aur meeting ¢
His Majesty by required you to marzy two virtuous ladies,
‘Whose appearance, surpass the lovely lady Se-she, what cause for rejoicing.
For ages to come, your sons and grandsons will obtain rank in the state,
All on account of your bravery and valour in subduing the Eoo rebels! ™

From that time forward, all that dwelt within his house being happy,
Prosperity incessantly continued to smile on him.-

Information was obtained that the family of Lew had arrived at the capitals

Yith-king, who was in her room, on hearing it,
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Hastily took legve of her father and mother-in-law to visit her parents,
Dressed in her veil and cap, she Jooked extremely handsome,
Twenty femsle domestics attended on her person,
Who were all genteelly dremed in rich silks,
The fragrant umbrells shaded the wife of the bravest of men
When a number of servaants followed in her train.
As she passed along, the bearers of the mace and battle-axe, formed two rows,
‘While on each side waved the banners, accompanied by the golden boards of
prohibitions. ¢
Thus she proceeded till she come to the mansion of Lew,
Where she espied ber father, who was at the head of the hall.
On secing her appraach, be wonderéd whe it could be attended with so much

pomp,. .
‘When, on raising bis head, he saw that it was his lovely daughter.

» Boards carried by lictors, who precede the officers of government,
requiring all persons to stand at a respectful distance.
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The Gentleman, within himself, doubted whether what he saw was not a

i =

vision.
‘When on rubbing his eyes he recognized ber lovely person.
¢ 'This certainly is my very amiable child,” exckilﬁed he,
*¢ Servants hasten call the lady that she may come to receive her. *

The lady, on seeing her daughter, wept being much distressed,
And said, “ How have I lamented what transpired the preceding year, ' —

When Yiih-king, had detailed what she had undergone,

They all wept still the pearly tear moistened their clothes.

« How happy am I1,” said the lady, ‘‘ en seeing you this moraing, .
What is passed and gone, let it never be mentiomed. again.
How rejoice in secing youmy daughter raised to be a lady of the firet rank,

For your heroic virtue will cause your ngme to extend to every quarter.”

The father and Son-in-law, on seeing each other made civil enquiries,

‘When all being at their full, they were as happy as though in heaven.
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‘The Gentleman on repairing to the residence of Lung, the Te-hed, thanked
him for his kindness,

Formed a friendship which knew of no intermission till the day of their death.

The wives of Duke Leang, heing happy, dwelt in harmony together,
And endeavoured to excel each other in kind attention.
‘When disposed to lift the cup, they repaired beneath the bright moon,
And when enjoying the cool breeze, they alternately recited verses.

It would be difficult to detail all the pleasures they enjoyed,

For their mirth and gaiety if transmitted, would alone form a volume.

THE END.






BIOGRAPHY.

THE following brief notices of Female Biography, are extracted from
the Pth-mei-she-ynng, * The Songs of a Hundred Beautiful Women,”
as also several of the preceding notes. The work appeared in the 82nd

year of Kéen-lang. The following Ode is from the Koo-sze-tsin-yuen.

SOO0-HWUY,
was the wife of Tow-taou, who lived during the Viceroyship of Ho-
kéen. Tow-taou had held a situation in the government at Tsiﬁ-chow, but
for some misconduct he was banished by the Viceroy for life to the
dessert Sha-mo. Sometime after his banishment, Soo-hwuy co;ltinuing to
lament his absence, wrote the following Ode in the form of an Endless
Knot, which she woved and presented to his Majesty. The Ode com-
mences at the O circle, and reads along at the.top, and then down-
wards on the right hand side, on forming the first square, it ascends
and comes down again in the same manner. It measured in width eight

feet, and was worked in five different colours. It contains 280 Chinese

Characters.
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800-HWUY'S ODE.
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M husbend ! when you by his Majesty’s decree was benished beyond the
frontiers,
1 accompanied you to the foot of the bridge, were we parted.
From intense grief, being unabdle to say furewell, I retired to suppress my tears s

Forget notmy ardent affection though you have been absent meny a yesr,

11,
Why, from the time that we parted, have I not received from you s line!
Bemember that your wife’s ded, even in Spring is not warm;
Through grief, the flight of steps which you raised have been suffered to decay,

While the pearly bed is permitted to be fitled with carnal dust,

1.
Whean 1 took my furewell, my spirits were bewildered,
Not knowing in whom to confide, or when hhpuld:mee} you agein,
In my heart, attimes, Ldesire to beeome the reflection of the moon in the sea,

When aguim, itismy wish fo become the cload that tops the lofty meuntains, |

IV,
The lofty clouds year after year behold the fpce of my husband, .
As doth the ses-mpop, whem making heyr menthly course.

o

They are ever near.you, whether receding or approsemwg, |

And can giscern you though at the distance of a thousand or ten thousand le.
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Beiag banished to a distance, beyond the passes and impassable mountains,

V.

I still mourn that my husband should remain a fugitive.

Since we parted, the green rushes by the side of the river have faded,—

'Who could have believed, that ere we meet that the Meé would blossom again
and again }

VI
The flowers of every kind,bastily unfold themselves, to greet the earlySprings
Itis the will of Spring that urges man and wife to commune together.
The willow st the door, by my eager watching yourb return, bends to the ground,

‘While the falling flowers bave no one to sweep them away.

VIL
The Spring grass in front of the cottage, has grown luxuriantly
-The f@ute that you blew, I have placed in the hall.—
You not being at home as usual to sing a chearful song, .

1 send you this letter, of my ardent love, to your place of confinement.

VIIL
Since you are banished beyond mountains and rivers,
And no letter from those remote parts is suffered to come;
My attire. and ‘pBW, from grief are bedewed with tears,

‘While my rich dresses of flowers and embroidery are permitted to spoil
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IX.
For these three Springs have lheu:dthe geese utter their cries pn crossing
the river;
The thought of sach an elapse of time rends the heart of hes who is forsakon,
My epirits are broken ero the sirings bf my -favorite kis,
And before my song has ended, my repining has srrived at it's height.

X
My husband! remember your wife, whose affections are as an immoveable
mountain. o
Your wife also thinks gn her hu;b,nd witlfqnt the least intcrynptiq;l.
She therefore weaves this letter and presents it to his Imperial Majest'y,.
Beseeching him to graat you sn early return.

Aﬂis Majesty on receiving the Ode, had co'mpunion'on Bqo-hwuy, and
recallod her husbend Tow-taou from banishment, The compilers of the
Koo—uoetsin-ynqn, assert that the above ode was woved, bnt considering
the nnmber of chmun. it :ppesn rather mprohble, However, the
filling up of tlle squares with a chamter in elch snd brm‘mg t.hc words
“His Majesty,” in the centre square, shews Soo-!um, tp be » person of
no ordinary mind, ‘ ‘



LADY MEI-FE,

Concubine to the emperor Ming, of the Tang dynasty, was ahle when
only nine yearsold, to repést all the Odes. of the She-king. Addreming
her father, she obaérved, “Though Yam a girl,. T wish to rotain sll the Odes-
of this book in my memory,” ‘- This ingident much pleased hor pareat, .
who named her Tsac-pun, ¢ Ability’s root,” She enteyed the palace during
the national epithet Kae-yuen. The Emperor was much pleased with her
person.  She wes learned and might be compared with the fampus Tseay-
nen. In her dreu she was carcless, but bem‘ hmdsome, sbe needed not
the assistance of thc ;mst. on lldy Ylng-t&chung becommg a favorite
with the Emperor, Mcn—fc was removed to another aputment, The Em.
peror, it is said, again thought of Iief; at whick time & fonigli state sent-
a quantity of pearls, as tribute, which his Majesty ordered to be given
o Lady Meidfe. She declined receiving them, aud sent bis Majesty by

the messenger, the following lines,

The eyos of the Kwei iioim, Bave besn long mdo}ﬁé‘d";‘ g
Being forsken my gridle has boen wet with tears omgrea. '
Smco reﬂdmg in other n’utmenu, I'bave refused to dreu,
How think byapment ot‘[mrls,to nsto:epe.ceto my mind 7

R
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LADY PAN-TSE-YU,

a person of, talent, was calumniated by her sister Fe-yin, to bis Majesty
Ching-te. On being interrogated as to what she had been accused, she thus
replied his Majesty. *“ 1 have been informed that life and death are both
decreed, and that poverty and wealth rest with Heaven. If I daily do that
which is right, and obtain not your favours what if I do that which is
wroug, what am Itoexpect! Ifthe Gods possess knowledge and disregard
me, who have not erred: if they are ignorant of my distress, where is the
use of petitioning their assistance!™ It is implied, where.is the utility
of seeking your clemency.

QUEEN YIN,

otherwise called Ying-le-hwa, was a native of Nan-yang. She was very
handsome, and the Emperor Kwang-woo was very fond of her. It was
a usual saying with him, ¢¢ All the officers of the government should arrive

at the honorable post Chih-kin-wao; sud all who marry should obtaina
Yin-le-hwa for his wife.”

LADY SHANG-KWAN,
otherwise called Chaou-yung, lived during the Tang dynasty. 'Her mother
was of the family Ching. While with child with Shang-kwan, she dreamt

that an angel gave her a large pair of scales, saying,  With this you are to
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weight the earth.” 'When Lady Shang-kwan was forty years of age, she en-
tered the palace. As to abilities and general knowledge, she was without
arival, and was familiar with the Poetry of the day. On the fourteenth of
“the first month of the national designation Chung-tsung, she entered the hall
Kwang-ming-che, to receive odes. In eonséquence of a royal order, the
Ministers presented upwards of a hundred, and waited the selection of Lady
Shang-kwan. Shortly after the verses were delivered, they were all thrown
out of the window, except the two odes composed by Chin and Sung. ‘ While
criticizing on them, she observed, ‘¢ The same labour as been bestowed on
’

each of the compositions. The ode by Chin, terminates of itself; that

by Sung, has the following two lines, which are happily expressed :

‘¢ Grieve not for the moon, which has just set,

For the nightly gem will certainly appear again.”

LADY MANG

played skilfolly on the reed, and had a fine voice, was much beloved
by Woo-tsung, an Emperor of the Tang dynasty, When the Emperor was
near death, casting his eyes on her, said, <“Alas! I am afraid I shall never
sec you again.” She replied, “ My employment being that of singing,
I desire to breath my last while singing in your presence. When she
came to the last words of the Ode, *To the flowing tide,” she suddenly

expired.”
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LADY HWA-JUY,

on account of her abilities and personsl charms was admited into the palace
of the state Shiih, The young prince was enamoured with her, and named
her Hwa-juy, ¢ The bud.” 8he wasan imitator of the poet Wang-kéen,
and wrote s hundred Odes. When the state Shih fell, she went over
to the state PEen, and from thence to the state Tsoo. From the time the
Bovereign of the state Ts00 took her to himself, her former husband was
never from her mind. She drew his portrait, to which she presented of-

ferings. It is now worshipped to obtain children.

LADY HEA,

was considered 3 remarkably handsome person, and when sdvanged in years,
sppeared young. She had been married seven times to persons who held
situations in the state, and was thrice Queen. The Princes all contended

for her, there were none that saw her, but was in love with her.

MO-KEUEN-SHOO,

5¢¥-ya-lae, Tten-shang-e, and Tun-leaou-kaou, were. ladies highly es-
teemed by Tsaou-pe, Emperor of the state Wei, and were constantly atten-
dant on him. My-keuen.shoo, excelled in the ingenious mauner she dress-

ed her hair, Tun-seaou-kaou, acquired fame by her skill in embroidery,
L2
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and devices on silk shoes. Téen-shang-e was a proficient in singing and
drawing, and Lady S&é&-ya-lae, in dress-making. These ladies as to taste
and ingenuity, are said to excel every other person of their sex. The last

mentioned is frequently styled The divine Semstress,

LADY SAN-TANG,

sn Imperial concubine, endeavoured to defame the character of Queen
E-tsth, by affirming thstshe had illicit intercourse with Chaou-wei, She in+
duced a person to write the Ode called Shih-beang, which she afterwards
affirmed to be composed by Queen Tseth-le-kEen, of the state Sung. The
ode being short, she requested Queen E-tsth to l'ldd a couple of verses, which
she did, The Ode speaking in praise of the family Chaou, was afterwards
adduced to prove of her partiality to that family, and Lady San-tang af-

" firmed that the Queen wrote the whole stanza, It read thus,

Of all the Ministers of the palace, the Igmily‘ Chaou hkes the
precedence, ‘

Thus the sovereign of Han is despised by the morning clouds apd
evening rain, T ’ - TTZe,

None but the shadow of the moon is conscious of the intercourse of

Still the bird continues to fly into the interior imperial apagiments.
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LADY FUNG-SEANG-LIN,

after being in the harem for five months, during which time she sung, danced,
and played on various stringed instruments to amuse the Emperor, being
pleased with her person, he made her Assistant-queen. She satat table
with him and accompanied him on horseback. While on a hunting ex-
cursion with the Emperor, the army of Chow entered his territory. Lady
Fung-seaou-lin was discovered in a well, and was presented to their Sover-
eign Fith. One day while playing on her favorite instrument Pe-pa
(guitar), she broke one of its strings, on which occasion she impromtu
recited the following stanza.

Though I thank you for the kindness which you daily manifest,

Yet when 1 remember the love of a former day ;

If desirous of knowing whether my heart be broken,

It is only for you to look at the strings of my Pe-pa.

QUEEN YANG,

consort to Hwuy-te, of the Tsin dynasty, was during those troublesome times,
frequently with the nobles and revolting ministers of state. On the death
of Lew-yuen, Lew-chung seized on the capital Li-yang, when he was
. acknowledged Emperor. At this time addressing Queen Yang, asked, “Who

am I.” She replied, ¢ Your Majesty is that holy Prince, who lays the
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foundation of a flourishing mation ; he, (alluding to her late sovereign
Hwuy-te) my foolish husband, who lost the throne, why should we talk
'lbpl;lt him? He was by birth an Emperor, yet he was unable to save
'himself, wife, and child. At that time I really had no desire to live,
and my mind wu impressed with an idea that all men resembled him.
.From the time I came to wait on you, I then knew that there' was a man
of talent iu the empire.” In consequence of this compliment, she was

raised to be Queen.

LADY S.EUEN-HWA;
was the only daughter of the Emperor Seuen of the Chin dynasty. She
was esteemed a beauty, and possessed an extraordinary mind. At the close
of the Chin dynasty, she entered the harem of the Emperor Wan, of the
Suy dynasty, and attended on the Emperor during his illness. On her leav-
‘ing him to change her dress, the Emperor’s son wanted to seduced her,
but she would not consent. On her return, his Majesty was surprised to
see her blush so exceedingly, and asked the canse. Lady Seuen-hwa, replied
with tears, * The young Prince was rude.” His Majesty, highly displeased,
ssid to him, * You brute, you are not worthy to aspire to the throne.”
Soon after. his Majesty’s death, the Prince sent a person with agold box,
and a letter to Lady Setien. On receiviag the box, she was surprised,
supposing it to contain poison, which she should be required to drink. On

*
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opening the box it contained three characters or words, which imply ¢ Both
hearts united.” She, displeased, sat down, and refused to receive the usual

presents previous to marriage 3 but her attendants constrained ber to comply.

THE PRINCESS SHAN-YIN,
was the daughter of the Emperor Woo, of the Sung dynasty, and sister to
king Te. She was an immoral character. Her brother Te was partial
to her, and frequently drove her out in his carriage. The Princess one day
addressing him said, * We are both descendants of royal blood, you bave
several private apartments, where you have a great mumber of ladies; 1

have only one husband ; is it not very disproportionate ?

PAOU-SZE,

was concubine to Chow-wang, and was highly pleased with the noise of
rending cloth. His Majesty on a certain occasion, to put her in a pleasant
humour, rented several pieces; but Paou-sze still refused to smile. His
Majesty failed in every attempt, till be ordered an attendant on his person,
to make signals by means of smoke in several directions. The nobles from
the different provinces, immediately hastened to the capital, supposing an at-
tack of the rebels. On their arrival, perceiving it e false alarm, returned ;
atwhich Paou-sze laughed heartily. History corrobates this, but the nobles
were highly displeased with his Mﬁjesty for being trifled with; and after-

wards refused to lend their assistance when the capital was actually attacked.
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LADY TSIN-KWO,

lived during the Tang dynasty. Ming-wang, l}er sovereign, wrote a ballad,
‘and assembled a number of persons to hear it sung. 'i‘he performance lasted
from morning to noon, with which all were highly entertained. Lady
Tsin-kwd, sat the whole time. When it was over, his Majesty addressing
her, said, ¢ The performers are delighted with the piece, and have performed
it out of respect to you, I hope you will give them atrifle to recompence
them.” Lady Tsin-kwd, a little piqued, replied, ¢« Why should the servants
of an illustrious Emperor of the Tang dynasty be without money?” And

immediately ordered them a sum about three thousand dellars.

LADY LE-SHE,
was chosen by ih'an-ping-shﬁh, to be his concubine. Thc Princess
Nan-bang, his wife, on hearing of it, seized hold of a sword, intent
on killing her. Lady Le-she was at that time at’the window combing
her hair which reached the ground. She, advancing towards the door,
-with a mild and composed countenance, and at the ssme time braiding
-up her hair, said, “ When our state was subdued, and our family ex-
terminated, it was not my wish to live thus. If you are able to put me to
-death; do 8o ; it is what I have desired I” She spoke thisin an easy undis-

.turbed tone, without her countenance being the least changed. The Princess
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onhearing her speak thus, threw away the sword, and embracing her, said,
« My danghter, on hearing what you say, I have compassion on you, how
much more the old slave (meaning her husband),” and from that time they
became intimate friends. '

LADY SEE-YAOU-HING,

was ihe beloved concubine of Yun-tsse. She was handsome, a good dancer,
and a poetess. A person on hearing hersing, and seeing her dance addressed
her the following lines.

Whey dancing you appear unable to sustain your garments studdied

with gems,

Your com resembles the flower of new-blown peach, *

We are now certain, that the Emperor Woo of the Haa dynasty,

Erocted 8 screen lest the wind should wsft away the fair Fe-lin.

¢ In England, it is usual to compliment those who are gifted with more
than ordinary beauty to the gay primrose, the beautiful pink; and the blush-
ing rose; butin China where those fiowers are not known, or grow not ho N
that perfection, the fairest of the fair, are compared to the beautiful flower
of the peach, of which they have several varieties, and which bear flowers
of different hue, convey at once to a Chinese, an idea of inexpressable ‘
delicacy and beauty combined,
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LADY CHUNG-TSEAY

was considered handsome, and she had an excellent voice. Strangers were
not permitted to see her. The famous poet, Le-tae-pth, while intoxicated,
_ said in asportive manner, to Ning-wang, her husband, * Why do you not
like to let any one see this woman?” Ning-wang ordered a screen to be
brought, and requested Lady Chung-tsesy, to sing within, When sho
had done singing, Le-tac-pYh, rosed to thank her, and said, * Though not
permitted to see your face; I consider myself highly privileged to hear

your enchanting voice,”

TSAE-WAN-KE,

while only six years of ;ge, on hearing her father while playing, break one
of the strings of the instrument Kin, said, ¢ That string which you have
broke, is the second.” Yung, her father, was much surprized, and inten-
tionally broke the fourth string; and ukefl her which string he had just
broken. She replied, the fourth. Her father, said, ¢ Yoy do not know it,
you only suppose so.” The child responded, *‘If Wo-ch¥, by the art of
Geomancy was able to tell the rise and fall of a state; and Sze-kwang, by
playing on the flute could tell whether the wind was southerly or not, why
do you say I do not know which string you broke ™
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MUH-LAN,

amtijve of Shangkew, lived during the Leang dynasty. Her father being
taken ill, was unable to join the army.  Mah-lan, from filial respect,
assumed the garb of a soldier, and commanded on the southern frontiers
instead of her father for twelve years, without any one suspecting her to

be a female. b

KIN-TSAOU,

apeesan of ill repute, was a native of Keang-chow. She was considered
clever in answering questions that were put to her. Tung-po, ‘n person of
repute, esteemed her on account of her talents. One day while admonishing
her on account of her illicit life, said, ‘“ When you were young, you were
esteemed ; but now you are advanced in years, you are despised.” The ad-

monition made an impression on her mind. From that time she shaved

hez head and became a nun.

.

LADY CHANG-FUNG-HUNG,

who was married to Wei-tsing, possessed an excellent ear for music. While
the musician wasplaying a new tune, Wei-tsing desired her to remain behind

the screen to hear it. She did so, when the musician had done playing, her

husband bid her sing the tune in the adjoining room, which she did without
s ¢ .
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Josing a note. The musician was much surprised with her retentive powers,
and by means of a friend, aplzriteil his Majesty of her, The Emperor
King-tsung, of the dynasty Tang, invited her to his palace, and namegd
ber the Ke-kith Neang-tsze, ¢ The retentive female songster.” QOn being
informed of the death of her husband, she became disconsolate, and died of 5

broken heart.

CHOQ-SHUH-CHING,

whilst young, was considered shrewd and delighted in reading. She com-
posed many songs of a complaintive tendency.‘ Her work was called the

Rending of the Intestines. The following lines were by her.

On the new year's eve of last year,

The decorated streets by lanterns were as light as day‘.'
On the moon sinking belo.v! the tops of the willows,'
A friend agreeable to promise spent the evening with me.
On the eve of the prcsent new year, '

Though the moon and the lanterns are the same,'
Being nnsﬁe to see n;y esteei'ned frie;ld of last year,

I from regret bedew my sleeves with my tears.



267

v

TSIN-YANG-KE,

was a native of Chang-gan. She was a skilful performer on the Pe-pa, or
guitar, having received lessons from the eminent performers Miih and
Tsaou. When advanced in years she became an abandoned character, and
performed for liquor. She frequentiy remarked, ¢ Singing was my delight-
“fal employment while young, but now advanced in years, I am compelled
to remain at Keangaho, an abaudoned place. Yu-tso-tsé'en inscribed an .

ode to her memory, which he named the Pe-pa-hing, ¢ The rise of the

P&Pﬂ *”"

LADY KEA-GAE-YING.

While Le-sze-ching, a poet, was at an inn on the road to Shen:se,

Lady Kea-gae-ying entered. Le-sze<ching impromtu addressed her the

following lines. \

If 1 could obtain my wish, I would cohmand ad hundred thousand men,
Thereby restore peace by hunting the rebels out of their dens.
On my return, I would despise the rank of Duke,

’ .

But I would ask my Prinee to bestow on me the beautiful Kea?gleiying,
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LADY KWAN-PUN-PUN, .

was a favorite actress of Chang-kéen. After his death she refused to marry,
and lived for ten yearsin a room known by the name Yin-tsze. From

grief she starved herself to death.

- LADY LUH-CHOO,

was concubine to Shih-sung, who resided at Kaou-che, who bought her
for three measures of pearls. She was a fine figure, and exceedingly
handsome. She sung and danced admirably. A person named Sun-soo
begged Shih-sung to present her to him 3 but he refused. On which account
he accused Shih-sung of a capital crime to his Majesty. Being appl:ized
of the proceeding, Shth-sung while dining with Lady Lih-choo, sid,
“On your account I am accused of a capital crime.” She with tears
replied, ** Ifso, Iwill put an end to my existence in the presence of the
officers.” When they came to seize Shih-sung, she threw hersclf from

the ‘window, and expired on the spot.

LADY JIN-SHE,

bccan.le the wife of How-ke-too, who was a literary gentleman. It happened,
in Autumn, while he was in his room, that he saw a leaf blown in, with

the following lines wrote on it,
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‘Wipe dry the trickling tears tlm.t fall from the contracted eyebrows,
And which are occasioned through the grief of the heart,

I seize a pen, and withdraw from the hall,

To write an ode on love.—

This ode I write not on stone,

‘This ode I write not on paper,

Bat write it on an Autumnal leaf,

Hoping that the wind will raise it,

And waft it to the men in the empire who is in love,

And who is able to enlarge my heart, which buras even to destl.
The burthened minds throughout the universe,

How insensible te the feclings of love!

As there are those who are moved by. the passion, and these who are not,
I know not with whom this leaf may fall.

How-ke-too, on obtaining it, put it carefully in his box. Five
years afterwards when he divined for a wife, the lot fell on Lady Jin-she.
The above lines he constantly recollected and frequently repeated them.
His wife on hearing them, said, ‘ Them lines are what I wrote.” How-
ke-too, doubting it,'reqnesud her to recite them, which she did from

memory.
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LADY CHAOU-YUN.

was an attendant to Tung-po, who resided at Hwey-chow. While sitting
at leasure with Chaou-yun, he of a sudden became pensive, and regretted
that it was then Autumn. He requested her to sing, * The drooping flow-
efs lqose their hue.” Chaou-yun ceatinued: to- siag tillshe was bathed
intears. Tung-po, asked the cause of her weeping s she replied, T anx
tnable to sing ; I really feel as wesk as the extreme-branches of the willow,
which are agjtated by the wind; and ‘%o insigeificant as a blade of grass,
which grows everywhere beneath the canopy of l;u!en:"

KAE-YUEN,

s an attendant on the palace. On the Sovereign Yuen-tsung sending =
. large uantity of regimental clothing to the troops on the frontiers, mu¢h
of which ‘had Heen made in the hiaremy one of the soldiers feund in the

pocket of his coat, the following stanza.

Whilé in thé field of battle conterrdiag with the ememy,
And ‘unable to’ sleep from intemse cold, )

1 make you this garment,

Though I Loow net who will wear it.

Being anxious for your preservation, I add a few extra stitches,

And quilt it with a double portion of wadding.
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Though in this life we are unable $o dwell together,

I desire we may be wedded in a future state.

The soldier on finding the ode presented it to his office. Fis command-
ing officer presented it to his Majesty, His Majesty ordered an attendant
to make strick enquiries throughout the harem, to ascestain who wrote it;
whoever did was not to deny it. Qn the enquiry being made, an individual
@aid, I am the person, and am deserving of ten thousand deaths.” The
Emperor Yuen-tsung, pitied her, but married her to the person who ob-
tained the ode, when his Majesty jocosely observed, We notwithstand,
ing have been wedded in this life.”

QUEEN TANG,

was the grand-daughter of Yu, the Ta-foo of the dynasty Han. Hel:.
father, who held the situation of Hoo:kganlg-keaou-yei, was called Shun
her mother was of the famil.y Ying, and niece to the Empreqs Yin. When
Tang was only six years of age, she was able to read 'history;. At twelve
she studied peetry and the works of Confucius, When her brothers were
engaged with their books, she would invariably ask them many questions
as to wha‘lt they were reading. Her miod being occupied with books,
she concerned not herself about the female department of the family,
Her mother was displeased with her on that account, and said to her, ¢ I'£

you do not apply yousself to your needle, you shall have no clotheg to
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wear; by studying poetry are you ambitious of becoming s professor of
letters!” From this time during the day she applied herself to learn those
employments that became her sex, and devoted the evenings to her studies.
‘The domestics named her, ¢ The preceptor.” Her father, who viewed her
as an extraordinary child, consulted with her on al} affairs.

During the fourth year of the national designation Yung-yuen, she was
chosen to enter the palace of the Emperor Woo of the Han dynasty. Om
the death of her father she wept exceedingly, and for three years eat nothing
that was lm'rory or delicious, and from constant grief her beauty forsook her.
in the seventh year, with many other females, she entered the palace, She
was very tall, genteel and of a florid countenance, and surpassed all the
ladies of the palace. During the eighth year, she removed to the Ya-ting
apartments, and was raised to be a Lady of honor. She was now sixteen,
courteous a'.nd attentive, and did every thing by system.  Being appointed

- to attend on the Queen, she was unremitting in her attention. The Em-
peror was highly pleased with her conduct; and when unwell, her mother.
sad brot;hers were permitted to visit her, with the hope that their company
would soon restore her 3 but, before many days had passed by, she thus ad-.
dressed the Emperor, * The palace is the most restricted of all places, by
yox'xr permitting persons who sre not inmates to live within the palace for
;‘nf length of time : it will be well, in the first place, if you are not calum-
niated’; in the second, they will affirm that T am not contented ; thus both

,ny; slander will be diffused abroad ; this great indulgence I really do not
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desire.” His Majesty replied,  All persons consider themselves favoured
by their friends being allowed to enter ; how is it that you are of a different
opinion, even to the depriving yourself of their company? This is not
casy to be comprehended.”

The |agdies at auy banguet giveu in the palaco endeavoured to surpass
each othey in their ornaments and dresses, while Lady Tang alone ap-
peared in plain attive, If it pappened at any time that her dress was of the
syme colqur with the Queen's, she wauld immediately ga ang change it; and
when in the presence of his Majesty, would not presume ta sit with th?
Quocs, bat stind at a sespestful distance ; and when wakin_g with her,
wauld give the precedence, The same candugt was persued if any questions
were put tp them, she would ngt geply till the Queen had first spoken.
His Majesty seeing what trouble she gave herself, with a sigh, exclaimed,
t* Who is competent to adorn himself with virtue."

The Queen ¥in, at this time, from same slight offence, when requested
tp attend on his Majesty, repeatedly declined, assigning indisposition
for non-attendance § but on secing Lady Tang daily become moge and
more in favour with the Emperor, devised phlu for her ruin, The
Emperor falling dangerously ill, she confidentially said, * Ishall now
obtsin my desire, hd will extermingte the whole of her family.” Lady
Tang on being informed of it, with tears said to her companions, “I who
have been uaremitling in my attentipn to the Queen, does notshe regard

me! Though women are not required to immolate themsclves with their
L]
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husbands, yet as Chow-kung, on seeing the king of Woo near death, entreat-
ed of Heaven that he might die in hisstead, that his life mighti)e prolonged 5
and a Concubine of the state Yué, vowed that she would die with her prince s
I am desirous of imitating them, and thereby recompense the kindness of my
Prince ; by so doing Y shall rescue my family from the e;il designed against
them.” She was then intent on taking poison, but Chaou-yiih, an officer of
the palace, restrained her, and asserted that his Majesty was out of dnnge\r.

In thesummer of the fourteenth year, Queen Yim, on account of having
recourse to spells, was banished the palace. Lady Tang intevceded with the
Emperor in her behalf, without succeeding; and became ill in eorisequen¢e
of the Queen's expulsion, and was confined to her aﬁartments.;—-‘l!he officers
of the palace decided on Building the Perpetual Autumn Palace. When it
was finished his Majesty went to exgmine it, when he said, ** The mother of
the people, is viewed ag I the Emperor am, and a successor to the national
altars. It is no easy trust to q%schn.nge ! But as the virtugy of Lady
. Tang surpass gl the ladies of the palace, she alone is competept to fill the
_digniﬁetj station.”  In winter lm Majesty raised her to be Qggen, or Em-
press of Ohina. She thrico declined, but afterwards. ascended the throne,
when she read bis Majesty a docnmeit which she I;ndﬂdmﬁwu up, thanking
him for the honor done her,’ at the same tnma Matiog that her sbilities or
virtue.;z were few, and ﬂm'of«lno mcpmpetqt to fill t,hg‘t.h.(oglq.',A .

At this time it was 4 prevailing custom with the- neighbouring states

tp send very valuable presents, but from the ‘timé' fh? Queen dscended
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the throne, she put a stop to it, and would receive from them only
paper and ink, probably meaning letters of fealty.

The Emperor was desirous of conferring rank on the whole of her family,
but she earnestly entreated him not to do so; in consequence, her brother
filled no higher situation than a Hoo-pun-chung-lang, a Captain in the
Army. | '

In the first year of Yuu-hing, the Emperor.died, at which time the heir
apparent was taken il}, aud upwards of ten persons related to the royal family
died. The successor to the throne.-was only three months old ; on being
proclaimed Emperor, Queen Tang became Queen-dowager. On giving
audience to her Ministers of state, she allowed Lady Chow-fung to drive
a carriage and four, and the covering of her carriage to be of the Imperial
colour ; and presented her with thirtylpounds weight of gold ; three thous-
and pieces of coloured silks; of Pth-yud, four thousand picces; with
a piece of silk stamped with the national seal.

This being: a time of national mourning, and the laws not being observ-
ed, s box containing large valuable gems was missing. The Queen sus-
pecting that numbers in the palace were innocent, determined on making
enquiries herself, supposing that she should be able to detect the delinquints
by their countenances. 'fhe persons confessed of their own accord to the
Queen, when she committed to prison Ma and Tow, two officers of the
palace, who were afterwards degraded to be common persons, unworthy

ever of filling sityations in the state.
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She now re;luced the number of officers nbo.ut the palace, as well as
dispensed with the sumptuous manner in whi¢ch her table had been served.
“The rﬁce and tgrain, that was not devoted to the service of the altars, ﬂaat
of an inferior quality was only received; and from morning to evening
she partook of only one flesh meal. The ancient establishment for the great
officers of state, which amounted to two hundred thousand tales annually,
was discontinued 5 and the annual tribute from the neighbouring states was
reduced to one-half. Hawks and dogs for hawking and hunting; brazem
utensils and weapons from the state Shiih, were not required. Painters,
weavers, goldsmiths, and workers of various devices, who were employed in
the palace, with the expenses for the Le-kung ‘and Ptih-kwan, and the
department for hking charge of the rice and coals, were also reduced. Ske
aonounced to the Ladies who resided in the different gardens and to their
domestics, that if any of themi was so ‘advanced in age, ss to beAm)le te
fill situations, or were desirous of retiring, ‘that the muchs were to take

"down their names, and that they were t6 repuir to the northern palace, that
she might have the pleasure of seeing them. The same day five or six

hundred persons quitted- the palace.

On the demise of the y;)ung emperor Tsang, the Queen-dowager decided
on ;'aising Gan ’t(') the tiarone, when she gﬁé an audience to the Ministers
of state. At this period the distress of the nation mexccedil;gly great;
thé young Emperor was in consequence pr%vatcly interred, with only one-

tenth of the usual expenscs attending a royal funeral.
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The Queen despatched s letter to the Sgze-le-ksou-wei of Ho-nan, and
to the Nan-yang “Fa-show, or Governor, informing them that persons
related to her, by claiming relationship oppressed the people, while the
inferior officers were afraid to exercise their authority that if ‘there were
such, that the laws were to be put in force. -Her brother Clith, the Che-
ke-tscang-keun, who 'she supposed was well attached to her p&son and
obedieat to her orders, but his influence being great, ‘and surrounded with
numerous relations who ‘asociated with innolis who were not well: dis<
posed to her, that it become them to be diligent to prevent anarchy.

The Queen-dowager lamenting the folly of Queen Yin, forgave her,
and permitted her with all her attendants to retuq home, and gettled on
her the sum of 5,000,000 Tales. Dq;ingaﬂve ﬁl.'st yesr of Yung-tsoo, she
conferred on her the title of Lady, and gave her the country Tsin-ya.

During the summer of the second year, there was a droughtat the capital,
when her Majesty herself visited the prisons of Li-yang  among others that
were confined, was a person accused of mnrder.' The magistnte who had
committed him, knew of his innocence, but dared uot acknowledge it.
The prisoner on sceing the Queen, raised his head and looked towa‘rds her
as though desirous of speaking to her. The Queen ordered that he might
be brought forward, that she might inurrogat;'him; when she discovered -
that he imd been falsely accused. She caused him to be liberated, and cast:
the magistrate iﬁto i)rison,’ wheo afterwards suffered death.: Before her
Majesty had refurned to her palice, a heavy full of rain commenced.
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During the third of Yung-tsoo, the Queen-dowager became seriously
ill. Her. Noblesand Ladies in waiting grieved much on her account, and
repaired to the temple to pray for her, and invoked the Deity that they
might die in her stead, that her life might be speared. The Queen on being
informed of it, was much displeased ; but apprehending that she was suffer-
ing the De.itq's displeasure, bid them to pray for her, but were not to pray
to die in her stead. Her disease was occasioned chiefly from close
application to state affairs. In consequence of the army at this time
being in constant motion, she required of the higher ministers of state to

dispense with feasts and great entertainments.

‘" Theten years which her Majesty had sat on the throne, proved & grie-
‘vi')‘ns time ; excess of rain and drought had been experienced ; the foreigners
on every quarter had encroached on her’ territories; and commotions had

existed in the empire. On being informed of persons dying of hunger

. she was so affected by the information asto be unable to take rest, and

would (Qsen her personal exp;znses, and send the smount to the refief of
those who were~suﬁ'ering.. After a time tranquillity was restored, and

the conditions of the people were annuaily improved.

« The Queen appointed Ho, brother of the late cmp;ror, king of P¥h-ho-
kéen, and ordered all his children shove five years old, in all forty; and
alsa the relutions of the Ex-queen, thirty persons, to be educated at Te-te.
She herself superintended their education. They were required every
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morning to enter the palice. -Her ‘maternal 'cave towards theni was very

great.
In the second month of t.he secon;d ’en" of Yung-ming; ti\e "Queen

being ill, she wu' helped' into her carriage, and droved to the hall of

andlence, where she m met by the h:gher oﬁcers ¢;f stau: and the
members of tlsev Slnng-shoo board who ucomp-mo;d ‘.Ilnlor“to tliu; nt;rthern
Shen-knng pallee, to wait on the young Empeyor On ber retnrn, she
issued a genenl Pgrdqn to all pnsoners conﬁned, and be.s'..o'wéd. royal pre-
sents on the Iadies who resided in the !mpexiai prdcnsi when she ‘issued
the follpwing i’xoclamtion: o

L4

“1 (tl;e Qﬁecmdoyager)”beilg m;ai'd.ed by Heaven., possess not
virtue (or ability) to discharge tl:e imp;)rtbnt tmst of bei;g Mothelr
of the Nation.. By the death of the Ersperor, 1.was estly called to
experienge sorrow, when all witl_;iq t!:e four seas were without a
Sovereign. The course of Proyidenge involved me in difficulties.
?rom biwem.ps of sgul, md diligence to tl}e affairs of the state I dared
pot assume the splendour of a Sounigm nor seek Pleagureg in the
first place least I ingult Heaven, and hereafter be ashamed tp see his
Majesty; in the second, that I turn not my back on my Pm?le, and
?;ove .un&ithful, but that ! might sincerely promote the wellfare of
all within the Empire, qld gi.’e peace to the royal family Lew. These

were my mq;ives, vghic!: I now kac known to the powers of Heaven
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and Earth, besceching their blessing, and the removal of this my disease.
My grief from the demiise of near and distant relations has known no
alleviation, which has ogeuioned my preseat illness, and which for
.s long time has prevented me from repairing to the national altars.
The fatigue that 1 uperi“ when I visited the royal tombs
ocenioned my spitting of blood, from which illness 1 have mever
recovered. Life and ded.ll been decreed, Ih;.sre isnoremedy. Ministers
of state, and officers of the government, you must exert yourselves
and prove faithful to your Sovereign, I;Id thereby support t:he govern-

ment.”

During the third month, this amiable and virtuous Queen died, after

reigning tweaty years, aged only 41.

* (Betratiod from the History of the Han Dynasty.)
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APPENDIX

ON THE REVENUE OF CHINA.

Taz following shoets, which treat of the Bituation and Extent of the
Provinces of Ching, vith the Revenue, Manners, and Productions of the
People, are rendered from a Chinese Manuscript drawn up by Wang-kwei-
shing, a Tsin-tsze Graduate of Kwang-se, in' 1828. In the preface which he
has prefized to it, he says it is extracted from the works of B ‘B % 2.
Han-kwan-péen-les s Ji X ) R Han-keun-kwinche, and ¢ B—
$E & To-tsing.yib-tung-che, Histories of the reigns of the Han Sove-
reigns, and from the extensive History of the present reigning family. The
accouat of the officers of the Government, with their annual income, and
the number of the Troops and Military Officers throughout the empire,
is what I have extracted from the Government Quarterly Publication,
entitled ﬁ fsh Tsin-shin, which bears some resemblance to our Royal
Kalendar, and may be equally relied on.

It is proper to remayk in reference to the Nataral Productions, that
I merely adhere to my Manuseript. What is stated in Du [Ialde, on

that subject, must be far more satisfactory, for the Missionaries detailed
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what came under their notice during their travels, and may therefore be
relted on; while the qucpipt records onl’ what is rare or esteemed
valuable. But asto the actual amount of the Revenue of the Provinces, I
am inclined to think, that while the Missionacies demonstrated to the
. Chinese the superior genius of the western natipns as to Arts and Sciences,
that the Chinese were not wjntins in duplicity to impregs them with an
imaginary idea of the wealth and regon}cep of the Celestial Empire.  This
seems not to admit of a contradiction, for Du Halde states the Revenue
of Keang-nan ¢ to amount to 52 Millions of Tales, exclusiye of the Duties
arising from every thing Exported and Imported,” while the Statistieal
Account states it to be only 5,807,958 Tales. Tmﬁn‘ of the Revenue
of China, he states it to be 200,000,000 of Tales! each gn qunce of silver;
whereas, by the annexed statement, it appears to be only 33 Millions and
0dd Tales;—and the number of Troops, infantry and horse, are esti:

mated at 1,405,000 men! (Page 244, vol. 1.

The amount of the Taxes, Duties, and Q‘uqntit'y of Grain, I have com-
pared with the Zsin-shin, which, being a work sanctioned by Government,
aud the total the same in both works, I feel confident, that whatever
may be the gains of the officers of gpvpmment, by cquptganciqg illegal
frade, or by the mal-administratiop of justice, which ig toq notorious tg
be questioned, thet the sums levied on the Provinces do not exceed
what [ have siated them to be, which is the nett Revenue of China.

In reference to Duties, the Provincial Government adopts the systery
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of stipulating a sum for each particular district, or what may be termed
Farming the Duties ; this mode tends considerably to regulate that part
of the annual revenue of the Province, and a rhore certain plan of rais-
ing the sums required, but it is evidently a system that leads to oppression.
This applies also to the other depattments of the Government, hence the
Recessity of meney or infleetice to obtsin promgtion, and of course a deal
of vemlity exists throaghout. In the following document relating to
the transfer of grain, there is a singulsr remark by the Emperor Tae-
sung, when apprised of the defalcation in the transfer, * Smuggling and
petty thicfis committed in a vessel,” said the Emperor, #¢ resemble 3 hole
made by a rat in a vessel, which from its situation, is stopt with diffi-
culty ; you need not be over striet.” ‘The writer observes, if his Majesty
had not commiserated his subjects (for they gained little by the transfer),
he would not have thus advised. From this it may be presumed, that the
Government countenances, or rather does not notice slight pecuniary gains
acquired by its officers to nugment their annual ‘incomes, which of the in-

ferior officers is very trifling.
As to the Revenue of China at a very early period, little information

can be collected respectil'lg it, further than that it has differed under diffe-

rent dynstia:. The government under the dynasty Chow, (which commen-
ced 1105, and continued till 2438 years B. C.) possessed a tenth of the whole
land, which tenth part was cultivated by the Agriculturists, agreeable to

certain laws laid down, which are explained under Land Tax, for the good
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of thestate, together with cloth and silks, which were recoived as the ground

rent of traders and private individuals, composed the Reveaue of Go-

-vernment of that period. Agriculture was considered an honorable oc-
.cupation, and its Tax was viewed as siding the Goveroment, while Com-

merce was thought lightly of. They kuew nothing of daties on the transfer
of goods from one province to another: though even then there were
officers to preveat what was considered illegal trade. At the close of the
Han dynasty, situations in the government were sold,. which brought in
considerable Revenue, and which has continued to the present day, but
thought the disgrace ¢I>f the reigning family. In consequence of a spirited
document presented in 1829,' by Sin-tung-yth and Yuen-séen, the Yu-shes
of Yun-nan, the reigning Emperor Taou-kwang decided on dispensing
with it, and to confer situstions solely on those who have obtained literary
distinctions. Persons may purchase rank, but not hold situations in the
government. 'This improvement in his government, shortly after asceading
ihe throne, caused him to be very popular.* During the Sung dynasty,
every family consisting of so many males, were required to pay an annual
sum to the government.

To the History of the Yuen, or first Tartar Chinese dynasty, is given
a table shewing the quantity of rice that was annually imported into the

*In the'paper submitted, it is stated that there are upwards of five
thousand Tsin-sze Graduates, (from among whom are chosen the officers of

. the Han-lin College,) and twenty-seven thousand Keu-jin Graduates, whq

have received no appointments.




APPENDIX. 287

capital from the west of Chih-keang. The statement was submitted by
the minister Shaou-yuen-ping to l‘{ang-he, in the thirty-eighth year of his
reign, lo. point out the mismanagement of the affairs of government during
that pe?iod. In the later editions of tiie Urh-yik-she, the document is
placed to precede the History of fhe Yuen dynasty, from whence the fol-

lowing extract is made.

An estimate of. the guantily of Rice levied, received, and lost, in ke Irangfer.

20th year of 38 S Shih * 46,500 ‘Rec. 42,172 Lost, 4,398

9 years hence, 1,597,250 1,281,615 245,695
18-fears henee, 9,026,582 . 2,716,919 209,619
19 years hence, 9,522,163 3,340,308 181,857

The loss during 30 years may be estimated annually at 30 to 40,000 Shih,
owiagte thebed cansteaction of their bosts. Each vessel carried 1000 Shih,
or Bags; ‘o that the'thissferring"of 9,522,168 Shh of rice employed no less
than' 8,583 vessels. " "'The whter o'bservcs. the traisfer of gnm "by sea

B

comm"enced with ’l‘sm-che-hmg; before hns tume the Revenue was sent by
the rivers ‘an.d _cavals, Dnm;g the S:n-tae penod .there was no tral}sfer'
by ses... Hp sllows that, ihg,mgltqr,.by,uq is, far ‘more convemient; bnt -
taking into comsi@eératfén!thie qennfity annpaily fost, with the vessels, and-
the lives that perished, which he estimates from 6 to 7000 persons, he re-

commends sending the Revenue by the inner passages, as a great save to

* A ShYh weighs about 140 lbs.
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the nation; and affirms that the people perished from Tsin-che-hwang not
regarding the lives of his subjects. He observes, though the expense at-
tending the inner passages is greater, what is it in éomptisoﬁ of t.he lives
of the people?  Should the present dynasty (the dynasty Tsing) continue
the same system, how may it be endured! Similar views, at different
periods, no doubt led the Chinese to adopt a Land ’i‘n, wi'th Duties on
Commerce, instead of the system of the Chow dynasty of retaining =
tenth part of all the land, and requiring the Agriculturists to cultivate
it for the good of government, which doubtless was attended with much

oppression ; and that of the Sung dynasty, of requiring s Poll Tax.

A mow, or Chinese acre of land, measures 6000 Chinese square cubits,
or 8640 square feet, which is nearly one-fifth of an Eiglish Acre contain-
ing 48,560 feet. Its Tax for five acres is one dollar. The value of
Land per acre is from 40 to 70 dollars and upwards, and produces ten
8hth of rice during Spring and Autumn. The tenant pays the owner
three shih, which is worth six dollars, thus the annual rent of five mow
is 30 dollars, or £ 7 :'10: 0: per acre. Agreeable to this statement, the

" Land Tix and Gromid Rent of Land in England is‘considerably 1éds than in
Chins, from the latter being the principsl source of- Reveaue,

o
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. LAND TAX.

Fhe following is taken from the Four Books of Confucius, and shews
the manner in which the Land was laid out during the Chow dynasty, and
for a congiderable p?;iod later. The megsurement of Land has differed
at different periods. At present 3 Mow of land measures 240 square

paces, each § cubits.

The following describes TEN LE * OF LAND divided off,

(B ¥

{3

.
I
|
|
|
l

¥ ‘ IS

Each of the squases is supposed to be a Tving, containing 630 Mow
of land : thus, ‘s furrow is four inches in width ; the ridge or small path-
way for dividing the fields, which is called a & Fa, is required to .be 8
cubit high and a cubit wide. The small water course at the extremity

# About three and half Chinese le go te an English Mile.
r? .



290 APPENDAX.

of each mow of land, is required to be two cubits broad, and is called =
% Suy, as described by the perpendicular and horizontal lines, The up-
per and lower lines of the square, which form the border, is intended to
describe a ﬁ_ Kow, or channel for water larger than the Suys, the nine
Suy’s or perpendicular lines, communicate with the Kow, Ol'b channel ; and
the nine horizontal lines with the channels run into aiﬂSelh, or large

stream, on the left.

A PLAN OF AN HUNDRED LE OF LAND,

%

ol

| |
HEN l
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| | l
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ol | l
febing | Eb,, | ]

. Each of those squares describes Ten Le of land, and is called a Ching,
The stream for supplying it with water, which is called a lﬁ Sefth, is re-
quired to be eight cubits in width and depth, as given in the preced-

ing plan. ‘The upper and lower border lines, which represent a :‘e
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Hwauy, a large water course, are required to be ten cuhits in width and
depth. Every lmn:lnd .Le of laud thus laid ou$, contaias 9,000 water
courses, measuring two cubils each 990 comrses for water measuring
four cubits each, 90 ditto measuring eight cubits, and nine Hwuy’s
measuring ten cubits.

It is presumed, that it will not be questioned but that this plan of
laying out of the ground, and suppling it with water, has led the Chinese
to cut many of their canals, which are convenient not only for Agriculture,

but advantageous to Commerce. .

THE J} TSING, OR A PLAN OF SIX HUNDRED AND
THIRTY ACRES.

70 mow. r mow. 70 mow.

2 B
70 mow. 14 mow for' | 70 mow.
ouses and 56
meral fleld.

. ‘. ‘,, T

70 mow. 1. 70 mew,.| 70 mow.

. ,

Thin plen reprewnts the charcicr J- Tuing, ithout the boxder, and
allows to the proprigtor of egch divigion saventy. acres of land fox cyltive.
tion. The centre division, which also contains seventy scyes, fourteem
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of whi¢h are designed for buildings occupied by the possessors of the other
nime divisions, leaving for the good of government fifty six acres, is cul
tivated among them, each taking a share; that is, to cultivate seven acres
for the good of government. This exempted them from any Tax on their

own land, and the produce formed the Revenue of Chima.

A PLAN OF NINE HUNDRED ACRES OF LAND.

100 mow. 100 mow. 100 mow.

2 8

100 mow. | 20 mow for | 100 mow.
houses, & Bd{
public field.

160 mow. 100 mow. 100 mow.

On this scale, twenty acres are allowed for buildings, leaving for the
good of government eighty Mow or acres. Each person cultivates ten
acres of the centre or General Field, which is a tenth of 6e whole. The
Commentator considers this an extremely light or easy tax, for as twenty
Mow are allowed betweon the Possessors for their bmldngs, which is two
and half Mow to each, allowing that each lives on his own land, he has the

produce of two and balf ‘Mow towards cuftivating the ten acres of the
Government Ficld. )
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PLAN OF CITY GROUND.

[
g wmnd g .
Inhabitants. 3 %| Inhabitants.
& ww '§
IMPERI AL
Inhabitants. Inhabitants.
PALACE.
g £
»
I.Alnbihnts. e »| [Inhabitants.
E‘Government. g

A plan describing ’tl'ut partof a ci.ty, where merchandise is carried on;
itis on the same principle as that of the Twing, already described. The
centre division is the ground iutended for the Imperial residence. The
front division includes the land to the Fnlmily Altars, the Court or Gov'er::-
ment, and the Altar to the Gods of th: Grain. In the upper division where
merchandise is carried on, there are streets or avenues leading in every
direction ; here also reside the officers of gavernment to prevent anarchy,
confusion, and to govern.both natives and foreigners -(people belonging to
other states), this land pays a duty or Tax to government. The six other
divisions a;‘where the i.nh.tbi,t;nts reéide.' Each division is supposed to
contnn forty hc;useholldcrs.;. snd every ;njne hundred houses is considered
equal to two and half -mow of lawd -in the city, From this it appears that

the third part of tlie ground of every city was ¢laimed by government.
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AN
ABSTRACT OF THE REVENUE OF CHINA.
SHING-KING,
from the capital extends eastward 3470 Je. In extent from east to west
5100 le ; from north to s;uth 3000 and odd l¢. On the east nl 1; bounded by
the sea ; on the west it extends to the barrier at Shan-hae; on the south to
the sea; on the north to the Russian frontiers. On the sout!n-east to the
He-kth-t§ mountain; on the south-west bounded by the sea; on the north-

east is the sea; on the nortll-west to the Too-mih-tth Tartars.

REVENUE.
‘The sum Tevied by government is' . . . Tales 38,780
Gnain, « .+« +  Shih 58,582
Land ’l‘nx, received in rice, . 82,392

Grain collected at Koo-ta-plh-too-nl 20,700
* Total ' 111,674

1. CHIH-LE PROVINCE.

Pe-king is sitnated in the distriet of Paou-ting:foo. - Pioi east to west:
it is in exteny 1298 lg ;. from south fo north 1628 le... O the east it extends
to Ning- yuen-cbow of Slnng-kmg in Tartary On the west itis bounded\
by ng-le-heen, in Shan -se 3 on tlle south by Lan-ynng-heen, in Ho-nan ;
on the north by the gmt wall. ‘On the S.'E. by the shore’; oh'the S.'W.
by Chang-tfh-foo, in Hoo-nan; on: the 'N. B: by the 'district Chingitih-

foo ; and op the N. W. by the disjsict Téen-chip, in Shan-se. = .
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REVENVE.

The duties collected at Shun-tien-foo-amount to in  Tales 134173

Land Tax, &c. collected by the Treasurer, . ... 9,384,475
Dutyoncoals, . . . ., . . . . , . 8242
Dnt:a, (m gemera) . ., . . ., . . . 4,088
Duty onS8alt, . ' . . 437,989
Sams céblpoted at the whtfsg ctﬂdmnd on the mowstains, 28,900
At Cbang-kea-kow, . . . -+« . . 10,000
AtTéen-tsin, . . .© . . . . [ .7 . s460

Total in Tales, 3,078,870

IAF'III
The people are of 3 stubborn dlsposmon, but of mnqml Iubm; polite,
but ambitious after distinctions ; econonncal, This is the first provimce
that submitted to the present reigning family, and probably the reason for
its being the seat of government. '
o FRODUCTIONS.
Solt; cotton , Jin-sang; musk; horn bows; glue from deer; walnats ;
dales ; fragant pears; apples peaches; the meJicina! plasit Chs-ys.
IL KEANG-NAN PROVINCE
‘!‘Hetspml of Keang-nxw is eatg-niwg-foo, or- N'nh lnng Enmnltmth
[mm Pelung 2400 le, It extends. from east to west 1630 le; from N. to S.
1700 Ye. On the east it is bounded by the shore of the sea, or Yang-se-keang ;

oh the west by the district Ko-che in Ho-ngn; on the south by the district

L&-ping in Keang-se; on the north by Tang-héen in Shan-tung. On the
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south-cast, by Hae-pin in Kin-shan, On the South-west by the district

Hwang-mei, in Hoo-pih; oun the North-epst by Jth-chaou in Shan-tung,
and on the North-wept, by the province Ho-nan.

N. B. Keang-ngn, is the ancient name, It is now divided into two
Provinces, and called. Keang-s00, and Gan-hwuy. The motropolis of Gan.

hwuy is Gan-king-foo, and distant from Peking 2700 Js.
REVENUE.

PROVINCE OF KEANG-300.

Taxes collected at Keang-soo, amountto . .  Tales 83,116,826
Duties . . . . . . . . . . . 46,910
. Putyon$alt . . . , . . . . . 93,240

PROVINCE OF GAN-HWUDY.

Taxes collected at Gan- kmg-foo, ' . . . . . 1,718,824
Duties. . ' . . . . . . . . 13,384
‘DutyonSalt . . . . .« . . . 38584
Duties collected at Lung-keang and Sesin, . . . . 23,680
Duties on weaving, &c. and the iron mines at Yang-chow, . 55,753
Weaving, and dutjes collected at tolls, &. . . . . 191,149
Duties collected on melons and other vegetables . . . 7,660
Tolls at Tiih-le, at Hwae-nan, and at Chagpu-kwan, . . 201,960
Duties collected at Woo-hoo, by an inspector of Salt, . . 194,026
Duties gt Yang-kwan, ditto. . . . . 79,830
Turnpike dyties at Shang-hae, e e . 25,326

Tales 5,807,952

The amount of irain for the two provinces is 1,431,273 Shyh.
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MANNERS,
‘The province of Keang-soo, is very populous, Abpunds in articles of

every kind ; numbers given to literature.

3

- The province Gan-hwuy,—the people are light and fiippant, or ynsteady s

economical, but agreesble in their manners.

PRODUCTIONS.

_ Keang-soo produces silks of various kinds; sattiny salt; rice; crape;
Loo crape ; carp fish ; PYh-hwi wine ; a feur jawed fish ; citron. Gan-hwuy
produces cloth ; tea; the medicinal plants Tsew-shh and Ks-fun s skins of
the keuens inks peucils; paper; maizve or Indisn corn. Copper; iron;

oil; varnish ; the Keuen silk.

——

1I1. KEANG-SE PROVINCE.

Nan-chang-foo is the metropolis. Distant from Peking S. by W. 3850
fe. ltvextcnds from E.to W. 970 le; from N, to S. 1800 le. Bordered
on the E. by Wei-yyen in the province Gan-bwuy; on the west b; Lew-
e yang in Hoo-nan; on the south by Ho-ping in Kwang-tung; on the north
by Hwang-chowin Hoo-pth. Ou the E. by 8, by Sung-gan in Poo-ket §
on the south by west, by Pin-chow in Hoo-nsn. On the north-east, by

Tung-lew in Gao-hway. On the porth-west by Hing-kw¥-foo in Hoo-pih.
Q2 ) .
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REVENUE.

Taxes, . . . . . . . . . . .1g18088
Duties, . . . o . . . e e 4,470
Duties on Salt, . . . - . . . . 5,150
Duties collected at Kew-keang and Ts—koo—pun, &e. . . 173,880
Duties at Hang-chow-kwan, &c. . . . . . . 46,471

' Tales 2,108,653

Grain, . . . Shih 705,068

Fourteen bogts for transferring grain.

MANNERS,

Scholars partial to the classics. The people fond of dress; agricul-
ture is what is principally followed.  The country productive.
PRODUCTIONS, )

Paper; tea; grass cloth; China ware; Yu tea; white lily or lotus;
the flour of the lily root; Loo fish. Medicinal plants. Ma-koo wine ; red

rice, Variegated bamboos. Cotton; coals.

1V. CHIH-KEANG.

" The metropolis is Hang-chow-foo, Distant south of Peking 8300 le. It
extends from E., to W. 880 le; from north to south 1280 le. On the east
it isbordered by the sea; on the west by Wei-chow in Keang-nan; on
the south I_»y Kéen-ning in Fith-kéen y on the north it extends to Soo-chow
in -nan: On the S, E. it extends to Fiih-ning in Fiih-kéen; on the
S. by W. to Yiih-shan in Keang-se; on the E. by N. to Sung-keang in
Keang-nan; on the N. by W. to l_(m;—t!h'-chow in Gan-hwuy.
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REVENUE.
Taxes, R X ] VXY
Daties, . o . . . . . . . . 10,650
Salt duty, grkin, &c. e+« <.+ . . . boLO4s
Daties collected at P!h-sing;km, L. . . . . 122,660
Duties collected at Nan-chth-kwan, . . . . . 26,500
Duties collected by the Foo-yuen, at N'mg-poo, . . . 32,030

Tales 3,607,830

Grain and Rice collected at Kea-hoo, Shth 611,720
‘White rice, L. ... . . 66,600

678,320

24 Boats for carrying grain.
MANNERS.

The people are industrious, and trade to all parts of the empire. The

peopie are well made and handsome. Lilpnture and the arts prevail.
PRODUCTIONS. ’ '

8ilks of every description s crape; raw silk; cotton. Lung-tsing teas
lead s flour of the lotus or Léen-hwa. Papers Yang-mei or plum fruits
Hwang-tsing plant ; white lead ; felt hats ; fans; salt 5 coals; iron, and gold.
Medicinal plants.

V. FOO-KIEN PROVINCE.
' Fiib-chow-foo is the metropolis. It is situated to the south of the capital,
and distant 6130 le. It extends from E. to W. 950 le; from north to south

980le. On the east is theseas on the west it extends to Hang-chow in
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Keang-se 3 on the south to the sea; on the north to Keu-chow in Chih-
keang. On the east by south to the sea ; on the south by west it extends to
Chaou-chow in Kwang-tung ; on the north by east, to Win-chow in Chih-

keang ; on the north-west to Keang-shan in Chth-keang.

REVENUE.
Taxes, . " M . - . . . . . . 1,074,489
Duty on Salt, PR . . . . . . . 85,470
Duties,. . . . . . . . . . . . 4850
Duties ¢ollected at Fith-kéen-kwan, . . . . . . 73,549
Tales 1,258,358

RANNERS.

In their manners the people are plain and upright. Delight in business,

and are economical ; not given to litigations. Students fond of poetry.

PRODUCTIONS.
Tea; salt; plantains; potatoes; cloth; iron; paper; young bamboes
for preserves; Kin-keth orange ; ;kind of 'oliveo; Dimocarpus Longan ;
bimoqmus Litchi; oranges; carambolas. Silk ; white wax; bird’s nest;

;:ryshl; sugar candy, &c.

IV. HOO-PIH PROVINCE.
Woo-chang-foo is the metropolis.  Distant south-west from Peking
3155 le. It extends from east to west 2440 le ; in extent it is from north to

south 680 le.  On the cast it is bordered by Sifh-sung in Keang-nan; on
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the west by Woo-shan in Sze-chuen; on the south by ﬁn-mg in Hoo-
nan; on the north by Loo-shan in Ho-nan.  On the south-east, by Suy-
chang in Keang-se; on the‘ south-west, by Pang-shwuy in Sze-chuen; on
the north-sast by Ko-shan in Keang-nan; on the north-west, by Shang-

yang, in Shen-se.
REVENUB.
Taxes, . . . . . . . . . . . L1410
Duties,. . . . . . . . . . . s
Dnties collected bythe Troops, . . . . . . . 35,640
Post duties, . . . . . . . R . 18,140
Duties collected at King-chow-kwan, . .- . . . . 0,644
Tales 1,208,315
, Grain, . . . . . 96,934 Shih.

Twelve boats for tranferring grain.

MANKERS.

The people without the c?ﬁa live scattered, and regard not the notions
of the Fung-shwiiy, .or Geomancy, which prevails so much in China. In
their dispositions they are unyieldi'l;g, but upright. - Diligent in agricul-
t.m-e, and in the fishery.

PRODUCTIONS.

_Tea; jron;.nt,h;n; papers fish; crystal; spotted bamhoe; cotton;
wﬂd 'fov,v,l; the Wo-sze bird; cypress; tin ; yams; the Ky-plant of which
loth is made ; Fag-ling (orpamiented silk) ; marble, Fith fisb, aud Ting:
kung-soo. » LT
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VII. HOO-NAN PROVINCE.

Chang-sha-foo is the metropolis. It is distant south-west from Peking
4500 le. From east to west in extent 1420 le; from ;outh to horth 1150
.le. it is bounded on the east by E-ning-chow in Keang-se; on the west
by Tung-jin in Kwei-chow; on the south by L8en-chow in ng-gung 3
and on the north by Tung-ching in Hoo-l;!h. On the north-west by
Yew-yang-chow in Sze-chuen; on the: lont:h-eut, by Jin-hwa, in Kwang-
tung ; on the south-west by knng-ching in Kwang-se; due north, by Kéen-

le in Hbo-yl:ll. .
REVENUE.

Taxes, . . . . . . . . . . 888,745
Duties, . . . . . . . . .. . . 305%
Dauties collected by the troops, . ... 30,350
Postduties, . . . . . . . . . . 13880
Tales 947,505
Rice, . . .. . . .. Shih 96314
MANNERS. '

Dispositions of the people correct; fond of etiquette ; wenlth'y. Much

" land uncultivated. Those who devote themselves to literature intelligent.
' PRODUCTIONS. .

Irons Tead ;- cinnabaris quicksilver; K& cloth; variegated bamboo 5

Gan-hwa teay the Ytih-mden fox; gold dust; Too sattins oil of the tea

plant; medicinal plants; Lung-seu grass. The bamboo or cotton fowl,

Nmkiig species ; Ling-ling fragrance; square bamboos.
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VIII. HO-NAN PROVINCE.
Kae-ting-foo is the metropolis, Distant south-west from Peking 1540 le.
It extends from east to west 1190 le; from north to south 1290 le. Onthe
- eastit extends to Tangyshan in Koangraan s on the west to Tung-kwan in
Shen-se s on the south to Se-gan-in Hoorpth; on the north, to Ching-gan
Iin ChYh-le. On the south-east, it is bordeved by ,Baggqchow in Keang-
nan; on the south-west by Seang-yang in Hoo-pths on the north-cast by
Twou-héen in Slllllrtllllg s on the north-west by Leapurchow in Shan-se.

BEVEKNUE,
Taxes, . . . v« s+ . 8,164,758
Duties, . . +~ . . . v . . . 12,65
' Tales 3,177,408
Grain, . . . . . Bhih 281,342,

A military officer to superintend the transfer of grain..

MANNERS, .

The literati devgte themselves to the five classical works, The people
diligent in agricultyre Snd weaving ; in theif manners upright, kind and
well digposed. The country praductive. ‘

- \
PRODUCTIONS,

Péen-ling silk § carpeting ; blue pomegranates ; mats made of the stems of
quill; silk; mountain gems; China-ware; paper; medicinal plants;
iron ore. Tin; cotton; Ko clothy stone of which scoeens may be made.

The Mow-tan; Seuen-filh flowet:
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JX. SHAN-TUNG PROVINCE.

- Tee-nan-foo is the metropolis. It is distant south of Peking 800 le. From
east to west it extends 1640 le ; from south to north 810 le. On the east it
is bordered by the sea 5 on the west by Yunwching in Chih-les on the south
by Péen-héen in Keang-nan; on the worth by Ning-sin; in Chih-le. On
the south-east, by Hae-chow in Keang-nan ; on the south-west by Shang-
kew, in Ho-nan; on the worth-east by the sea; on the nopth-west.bye fan—

kung in Chih-le.
REYRNDE.
Toxes,, . . . . . . . . . . 3386165
DutyomSalt, . . . . . . . . . .107%
Duties collected at Tsing-chow-kwan, ..« . .. $9,080
Tales 8,526,565
Grain, . . . . . Shyh 858,963.

$1 Boats employed for the use of government,
~

MANNRRS.

Those devoted to letters, ambitious after literary distinctions. ‘Weaving
and the mechanie arts diligently applied to. The dispositions of the people
sincere and unassuming s and in their intercourse polite and ceremonious.

PRODUCTIONS.

Silk s dates; Diospyros; the snow pear; Ymg;ke, or floating stone,

Medicinal herbs Poo-kung-ying, Ma-tow-tseuen, Téen-séen-tsze. Ne-shan

ink stone ; Lin-tsing silk ; Chang-tsew carpeting ; Hwang-hwa vegetable,
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X. SHAN-SE PROVINCE.
The metropolis is Ta-yuen-foo. Distant south-west from Peking 1200

le. Inextent ﬁon;mt to west 880 le; from north to south 1620 le. Itis
bordered en the east by Tsin-king in the province Chih-le; on the west
by Woo-héen in Shen-ses on the south by Shen-chow in Ho-nan; on the
north by Shi-hee-kow in Leang-ching. On the south-east it extends to
Hwuy-héen in Ho-nan; on the south-west to Chaou-yth in Shen-se; on

the north-east to Hwae-gan in Chib-le; on the north-west to Hwang-kiif

in Shen-se. . —
REVENUE.
"Paxes, . . . . . . . . . . . $,990,675
Duties, . . . . . . . . . . . 31,100
Dhuties on salt, . . e . . 507,028
Dauties collected at Shi-hoo-kow, . . . . . . 10,919
3,539,722
MANNERS,

Merchandize of all kinds, The people diligent in their callings. Both
rich and poor are happy in their stations, 1n their dispositions the people
are unyielding snd economical.  The literati are persevering in their

studies.
PRODUCTIONS.

Salt; silvers irons coalss bear skins; grapes; ting alum; silkg
pears; dates. Carpeting ; felts; Fun wine; Tsth silk. Medicinal plant
Lung-ked (dragon’s bones) ; Shth-hung-hwang. Yu-yu-leang. Pih-teaou

" fish.
R2



306 APPENDIX.

XI. SHEN-SE PROVINCE.
The metropolis is Se-gan-foo. Distant south-west from Peking 2650 le.
In extent from east to west 985 le s from north to south 2426 le. On the
easl it is bordered by Lang-chow in Ho-nan ; on the v;est by the river Tsing s
on the south, it extends to Ta-ping-héen in Sze-chuen ;A on the north ta
Tseang-péen in Yu-lin, On the south-east to Chih-chuen in Ho-nanj
on the south by west to Kwang-yuen in Sge-chuen; on the north-east

to Ho-kiih in Shan-se ; on the north-west to Kwang-ling in Shan-se.

REVENUE.
Taxes, . . . . . . . . .. . 1,658,700
Duties, . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,62%

Tales 1,699,323

Dutics collected at Tung-kwan not certain, therefore not specified.
MANNERS.
The people live scattered. In their intercourse they are sincere, upright,
and economical ; are just and civil in their dealings.
PRODUCTIONS.
Gems;; iron 3 carpets; silk ; skins; deer's horns; the downy fowl ; peas;
yellow rats; wax ; horn bows; salt ; sugar cane ; fragrant stones for rubbing

ink on. Medicinal plants. Pih-yen-tung,

XII. KAN-SUH PROVINCE.
The metropolis is Lan-chow-foo. Distant south-west from Peking

4040 le. 1In extent from cast to west 2120 le; from north to south 2400 le.
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On the east it extends to Chang-woo in Shen-se; on the west to Lang-
mun-fan, in Ho-chow; on the south to Ping-woo in Sze-chuen; on the
north, to Jth-pith-tsze mountain. Onthe south-east to Les-yang in Shen-
se; on the south-west to Taou-chow-wei-fan in Shen-se; on the north-east

to Paou-gan in Shen-se; on the north-west to Chin-se district.

REVENUE. -
Taxes, . . . . . . . . . . . =865
Dauties, . . . . Ce . . . . . 89,450
Tales 820,102
Grainandrice, . . . Shih 218,550
MANNERS.

The people of an ardent unyielding disposition ; partial to martial arts.
Diligent in agriculture.  Sincere.
) PRODUCTIONS.
Carpeting; K& cloth; caps for the winter ; tassels; skins; gold; salts
varnish ; cornealian stone ; stag’s horns ; quicksilver ; deal timber ; marble

Kwo fish ; rhinoceros ; horns of the rhinoceros ; wild horses ; Pth-nae.

XIII. SZE-CHUEN PROVINCE.
The metropolis is Ching-too-foo. Distant south-west from Peking 5700 -
le. From east to west it measures 3000 le; from north to south 3200 le.

On the east it is bordered by Pa-tung in Hoo-pih ; on the west by Maou-urh-
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kib-too-sang, belonging to Tibets; on the south by Yuen-kew in Yun-nan ;
on the north by Ning-keang-chow in Shen-se: On the south-east by Chuen-
tsé8 in Kwei-chow; on the south-west by Hoo-le-kung-tan ; on the north-

east by Chang-gan in Shen-se s on the north-west by Win-héen in Kan-siib.
REVENUE.

Taxes,

Duties, . . . . . . . . . . . 20,520

Tales 651,614

Duties on Salt collected at Ta-lung-yen, not specified.

MANNERS.

Large population; the country very extensive, and produces a great
abundance of whatever is estcemed valuable. The Chinese who submitted
on the present family ascending the throne, and those who would not, now
live together amicably. At present the distinction is not observed.

Few litigations ; and the manners of the people correct.

PRODUCTIONS.

Gold; iron s the following kinds of silk, Kin, Loo, Ling, Keun, and
Sze; Kin-chow crape. Séé-taou; the Tséen bamboo; the Ky plant.
Salt; Hae-tang (Pyrus Japonica); Pa-twan silk ; silk carpets, or carpeting ;

cotton; fox tails; chillies, or cayaune pepper; musk of the Moschiferus
animal ; Heang-koo, a fragrant plant; Fungus.




APPENDIX. 309

XIV. KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE.

Kwang-chow-foo is the metropolis. Distant south-west from Peking
7570 le. In extent from east to west 8500 le ; from north to south 1800 le.
On the east it is bordered by Chaou-gan in Fith-kéen; on the west by Nan-
ming in Kwang-se; on the south by the sea; on the north by Kwei-yang
in Hoo-nan. 'On the south-east it extends to the sea; on the south-west to
the sea at Yae-chow; on the north-cast to Chang-ning in Keang-se; on

the north-west to Kea-héen in Kwang-se.

REVENUE.
Taxes, . . e e, . . . . . . 1,264,804
Licences to Pawn brokers, &c. . . . . . . 5,990
Duties on salt, e e e e e ... 47,510
Daties collected by Hoppos at, and dependent on Canton, , . 43,750
Duties collected at Chaou-chow, . . . . . . 53670
.Tales 1,415,234

MANNERS,

The people given to splendour and extravagance. The style of Iiber;ry
compositions is elegant, The dispositions of the people gentle and liberal.
A place where great trade is carried on,

PRODUCTIONS,

Salt; tea; Nan woods Hwa-le, or pear wood; rose wood; horn
lantém; gause lanterns; Beche-de-Mer; glass; torwi_se shell lchryshl;
coral ; pearls; spices; silver; tin; brass, or copper; cloth; cotton.

Sugar ; camphire; silks. Plums, Wang-pe; plantains: oranges; peaches;
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pine apples; lemons; Carica Papaya; Dimocarpus Litchi; Dimocarpus
Longan; Loquat, Birds of all feather.

XV. KWANG-SE PROVINCE.

The metropolis is Kwei-lin-foo, Distant south-west from Peking 7460 le.
In extent from east to west 2810 le; from north to south 2960 le. On the
cast it extends to Kwang-ning in Kwang-tung ; on the west to Shang-foo
in Yun-nan; on the south to Kwei-shan in Kwang-tung; on the nort.h to

Yung-tsung in Kwei-chow. On the south-east to Shih-ching in Kwang-tung;
on the south-west to Gan-nan, or Cochinchina ; on the north-east to Tung-

gan-héen in Hoo-nan ; on the north-west to Chin-le-chow in Kwei-chow.

REVENUE.
Taxes,. . . e e . e e .. . 816,399
Duties, Pawn broker’s licences, &c. . . . . . . 25880
DutyonSalt. . . . . . . . . . . 4115
Tales 489,423

MANNERS,

The literati partial to the five classics. The people are sedate and
follow the occupations of their ancestors; form strong attachments. The

country productive,
PRODUCTIONS.

Silver ; copper ; the K& plant; iron; lead ; tin ; musk ; Sh crape ; Piih-~

sze-tsaou ; Kea fish ; jacca ; Pth-shih-ying ; Tang-woo, or black snake; Ko-

séen rice ; Té&-le wood 3 suspending birds; pheasants,
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XVI. YU-NAN PROVINCE.

Yuo-nan-foo isthe metropolis. Distant south-west from;Peking 8200 le.
¥t extends from esst to west 2510 le; from north to south 1150le. On the
east it extends to Sze-ching in Kwang-se; on the west to Shin-hoo-kwan Ya-
Jin (the divine rustic protecting pass or boundary); on the south to Keaou-
che, Cochinchina; on the north to Kwan-le in Sze-chuen. (On the south-east
to Chin-gan in Km;-ae; on the south-west to the Méen-seun boundary
in Téen-tsin; on the north-east to Poo-.pn’ in Kwei-chqw; on the north-
west to Too-loo-soo-fan.

REVENUE.

Taxes, . . . .+« . . 209,58)
Duties. . . . . . . . . . 84,256

Tales 243,837
Summer and winter grains, Shih 227,626
NANNERS,

Agriculture and literature are what ig chiefly followed. The people are
fearful of violating the laws, They are respectful and ceremonious. Their
usagés are good.

‘ PRODUCTIONS,

Salt; tea; arl_)eti‘n;g; Tsge-shih, or Armina lnPidis! lj‘iguml silkg ; Sha-
loo cloth; black salt; Phuqnu; Yun:chitth (cloud bamboo) ; iron 3 cot'ton 3
the Tow-ming fish ; stones of qll descn;i?tion ; amber ; ;rm 3 Dimocarpus

‘Litchi; ebony; Jin-méen, or human face bamboo.
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XVII. KWEI-CHOW PROVINCE.
Kwei-yang-foo is the metropolis. Distant south-west from Peking 7640
le. In extent it measures from east to west 1090 le ; from north to south 7070
le. On the east it extends to Shin-chow in Hoo-nan; on the west to Keiih-
tsing in Yun-nan; on the south to Nan-tanin Kwang.s¢; on the north to
Chung-king in Sze-chuen. On the south-cast, to Se-lung in Kwang-se ;
on the south-west to Keiih-tsing in Yun-nan ; on the north-east to Shing-

chow in Hoo-nan ; on the north-west to Tung-chuen in Yun-nan.

REVENUE.
Taxes, . . . . . . . . .. . 103,628
Duties, . . . . . . . . . . . 18,680
Dutieson Salt, . . . e . e . . . 6,230
Tales 122,548

MANNBARS,

.The literati possess an elegant style. The people know how to be
_diligent to their advantage ; are economical and are of good dispositions.

PRODUCTIONS,

Lead; irons the K5 plant; wax; the downy fowl; Kin-sing stone;
cinnabar; quicksilver; oils for paint; cotton ; square bamboo ; Nan wood 3
pines or deals; yellow Yang wood ; Wei-ling-séen ; Tsze-shih-ying ; musk

called Lung-heang ; sung bamboo ; Mith-kwo, or papaya.
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ANNUAL INCOME OF THE HIGHER OFFICERS OF THE
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT.

Deputy | Trea- |Provincl.|[nspector

PROVINCES, Viceroy. Piceroy, | surer. | Judge. | of Salt.

Chih-le, .......... ...] 15,000 9,000 | 8,000

Keang-s00 .1 ,000 | 10,000 | 8,000
Keang-nan {G::'_'E::; v 18,000 | '2

10,000 | 8,000 | 6,000
6,000 | 10,000 8,000 6,000
10,000 | 17,000 | 6,000] 4,500

Keang-se,.....
Chib-keang, ...

Fih-ké&en, - 15,000 18,000 8,000 6,000
Hoo-pih, ......... eeenene 15,000 ( 10,000 8,000 6,000 e
Hoo-nan,....coceeeeveeny- ’ 10,000 8,000 6,500
Ho-nan,.oee oeee eceene s 15,000 8,000 8,540 A
Shan-tung, ....cceovvvoveeif ——— | 15,000 | 8,000 | 6,059 | 2,000 ;
Shan-se,..c.ceveeneecccnnn.. ~——— 1 10,000 8,000 7,000
Shen-se, ..ocveeeeevennnn 20.000 12,000 8,000 5,000
Kan-stih,,..cco0ovevneee. 4 7,000 4,000
Sze-chuen,....... «.ce... .. 20,000 8,000 4,000

Kwang se, ,....coc000-0n 10,080 5,600 4,900
Yun-nan, ..ceeeeveienn.n 10,000 8,000 | ~ 5,000

Kwei-chow, .......... 20,000 | 107000 | 4,500 | 3,000

Kwnng-tung.............{ 15.000 | 13:000 | 8,000 | 6,000 8,000 4

The Foo-yuen or Depuly-Viceroy presides over Ho-uan, Skan-tung, and Shan-se,

ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS OF THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE.®

In this Province there are nine cities denominated Foo, ten of the second
class called Chow, and sixty-eight Héen districts.  The number of Civil
Officers employed throughout the Province, is 622,

officers.] Income.

In the government of Kwang-chow-foo, which presides over
14 Heen districts, there are............cooveeenneenn..
The district Hcang-chm-hilém, tn which Macaois situaied,

is under the jurisdiction of Kwang-chow-foo. It is dis-
tant from Cantgn 220 le, or 70 miles. " Its Taxes amount

* This province, which is beiter known than the others, is given at full
length, it will answer to show how the amount of each province has been
ascertained, without being unneccssary prolix. - '
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Officers.| Income.

10 34,509 Tules. ~ Its granary receives annually 50,000

Shik of grain. The Héen magistrale’s income is 1000

Tales; he has an assistant officer called Tso-tang, who

resides at Macdo, his income is 80 Tales, but ke enjoys
privileges, which make it a lucrative situation.

Shaou-chow-foo, has six Héen districts, ..... ............| 43 11,680

Hway-chow-foo, has nine Héen and onc small Chow dis-

RFICE, «vnee e vnennnnnesasnssssnsnssesneninenenenn| 71 | 16,760

Chaou-chow-foo, hasnine Héen, districts,......... ceevens 65 | 14,700
Shaou-king-foo, has ten Héen districts,..................| 60 | 16,520
Kaou-chow-foo, has one Chow, and five Héen districts,...| 40 | 10,600
Léen-chow-foo, has one Chow, and two Hgen districts,....| 30 6,100
Luy-chow-foo, has three Héen districts,......... ......... 22 5,820
Kcung-chow-foo, has three Chow, and nine Héen dlstm:ts 67 17,460
Loo-ting-chow, has one Chow, and two Héen districts, .. 16 3,380

Tib-king-chow, has one small Chow and two Héen districts, 14 2,660
Kea-ying-chow, has one small Chow,and four Héen districts,| 26 5,160
Nan-heung-chow, has one small Chow, and two Héen dis-
tricts, ...cceeeeieciannae 18 2,360
Leen-chow, has one small Chow, and one Héen district, 17T 2,840

) 594 | 189,180
Income of the higher officers of the government, 28 | 59,260
—

Total 62 | 198,440

Shing-king, exclusive of the six Tartar Boards, there are 164 Civil

officers,-whose iNCOME i8, ...cuveevrnnceeecneiiarececeneonneses.8,627
Ckir-le province bas ten Foo cities, twenty-five Chows s and one

bundred and twenty-four Héen -districts. The number of civil

officers is 869, whose income amounts annually to ............281,148
Keang-s00 province has eight Foo cities, three Chows, and fifty-three

Héen districts. The civil officers 958, whose income is,........314,500
Gan-hwuy province has eight Foo cities, eight Chows, and fifty Héen

districts. There are 378 Civil officers, whose income is, ........124,000
Keang-se province has thirteen Foo cities, two Chows, and seventy-

five Heen districts under its government. The number of civil

officers is 540 whose annual income amounts to................190,840
Cha'b-kcm Province has eleven Foo cities, one Chow, and seventy-

292
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six Héen districts under its jurisdiction. There are 556 Civil

Officers, whose income amounts 0 ,.....c.veevneenriannnsn ov.. 181,850
Foo-kéen Province has ten Foo cities; two Chows, and sixty-two

Héen districts. There are 471 Civil Oﬁcer‘s, whose anneal in-

COmME AMOUNES T0..:i.ceiviveceiiveeenseencedncesacasonesenss 159,640
Hoo-pin Province has ten Foo cmes, seven Chows, nnd sixty Héen

districts. There are 463 Civil Officers; whose income amountsto 172,896
Hoo-nan Province has nine Foo cities, seven Chows, and sixty-four

Héen districts. There are 438 Civil Officers, whose income is,.. 154,500
Ho-nan Province has nine Foo cities, ten Chows, and ninty-seven

Héen districts. 'There are 578 Civil Officers, whose income is, 260,97“
Shan-tung Province has ten Foo cities; eleven Chows, and ninty-six

Héen districts. There are 687 Civil Officers, whose income a-

mounts 0 ......i..ccccictiersnccesdeievecitiiodscecngonann ....”s,iéﬁ
There are 65 Officers attendant on the temple dedicated to Confucius.
Skan-se Province has nine Foo cities, sixteen Chows, and eighty-

seven Héen districts. There are 518 Civil Officers, whose in-

COME BMOUNES 10 oovvvveevnerierencnnsasoecdacacanssenasesas. 206,270
Shen-se Province has seven Foo cities, ten Chows, and seventy-three

Héen districts, There are 468 Civil Officers, whose income

amounts t0 ......ii it ieitiiiesdsenciiancinansaraons 4144 Im
Ken-sith Province has nine Foo cities, thirteen Chows, and fifteen

Héen districts. There are 303 Civil Officers, whose ineome

amountsto ............... [ I P ....'38,500
See-ckuen Province has twelve Foo cities, eighteen Chows, and one

hundred and twelve Héen districts. Thereare 567 Civil Officers,

whose incomeamountsto .............coiiiiiiiiiiiiia... ... .217,290
Kwang-se Province has eleven Foo cities, two Chin-tae Chows,

ﬁﬂeen‘smalleffpitto, and forty-seven Héen districts. There are

430 Civil Officers, whose income amounts to ....... ceenecneennn 165,186
Yun-nan Province has fourteen Foo cities, four Chin-tae Chows,

twenty-seven smaller ditto,and thirty-nine Héen districts. There

are 389 Civil Officers, whose income amounts to ...............204,821
Kuwei-chow Province has fourteen Foo cities, thirty-four smaller

ditto, and thirty-four Héen districts. There are 299 Civil '

Officers, whose income amounts to .............c..cvqve....117,060

Total expenses of the Civil Service, Tales 8,628,730
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s

MINISTERS OF STATE, AND NUMBER OF OFFICERS IN THE
GOVERNMENT AT PEKING.

Oﬂicz‘e rs of the Imperial Household, (three who rank as kings) ............ 4
ndants on the preceding, ....cooovieiiiiiiieiiiiiiieniiieiiion. ]
w’lur"odlm .......... s0vedesrsccsvavede cecneeslB
N.téonnlb.'l‘rmury --Comptrollers, (the prendent a kmg). ceconeandecenan 6
................................................. - ]

Prime Ministers of State, é 2 and 2 secondary) ........... tesesecssssnsacns 4
Héépan Tashes-sze, (pro omul scholars) .....cc.cevvviiiiseriececcesa . ®
Nuy-k8 Hed-6ze, ...ccovvuvvennenn ceeececactcendsecsascatavesangecaceslO
She-tidh Hed-52€,.....cccveeeerenceaniecencananes eteceecntattecntanacsens 8
She-tih.... ...cooeinieiiiiienniene creententeseseonarcne teesscrtsetenae 16
Chung-shoo Ministers, ........ccoueeeeeeercnecconscancans veentn wenens 98
Hm -peson-tséen Chung-shoo, bearers of the despatches, sasecesrtonsee sos 82
Sung-wae-nuy-kes Chnng-nhoo, ceeeeeas R [ |
Chnns—shoo-koo. ................. cececenann tereccecanans SN 8

Pé&-te8-shé, Wnten, eteseees dessesescecsotoscanscainscsconsecccacees®

g:l.:-m Chu fgd;, I A A 9
poo, B o ,(mcu Ll eer ) esesecacacecece oess158
Hoo-poo, de of ze, dllg ............................ 2838
Le-poo, Board of Rms, ......................................... e 240
Ping-poo, Board that presides over the Army,...........ccciiaiiiaen. 227
Hing-poo, Board of Punishments,...........ccccovvnvuiennans cececene 396
Kung-poo, Board of Public Works, ........cccecveiveciorannceyeneri3lT
Surgeons,..... B B
Officers in various aepdrtments ‘at the capltal creeraiediiiennaas . 1,455

* MEMBERS OF THE HAN-LIN COLLEGE' ' ‘
Sew-seuen, whoareatthe Hetd of the College Rank V! No. only 8

Péen-sew,  : ... 188
Kéen-taou, ceee L eeee Vll 18
Chay-ké¥-tsze, . cese, VII. 93
Woo-king P3-tsze, .. el VIIL' 27

Those persons at first obtain the degree Tsm-sze. and are then accordmg
to order nominsated to enter the College; afte g:mmg through- its gradh
tnons are called forth to fill important atntnns the gwermnnt. L

.
[}

INCO‘WE OF THE CIVIL OFFICERS A’],‘TENDANT ON THE

PALAGE.-

RANK, TALES, R{CE SHIN

, L Dnveaun'uge md four.  Annually allowa.nce, 180 180
1L ‘Ditto threé. - ditto- < 180 - b8
n.: - Ditto - three. . dittor 180.-.. 330
iv. . Ditto .' two. , . ditta 105 105 -

V. Ditto two. ' ditto * - 80' " ‘80’
VI Ditto two, ' b “ditte- - .. 60. . .0l

. VIL I e 5 45

VI * .. . LT e e 4 40

IX. . . . T s4 34
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ARMY LIST.
Ts&ng-keup, Tartar General

_Te-tih, Gemeral  thereare 18. .
- Tsung-ping, Licutenant General, 64.

Foo-tseang, Major-General, 121,

Rank Second of First Order
ditto
Principal of Second.

" 2nd of Second Order.
Principal of Third.
Second of Third.
Principal of Fourth.
Principal of Fifth.
Principal of Sixth.
Principal of Fifth.

- Tsan-tseang, Colonel. . . 165.
Yew-keth;, Lieutenant Colonel. 378.
. Too-sze, ~* Major, 373.
Show-pe, Caplain, 425. .
'Ts€en-tsung, Ensign, 1549.
Show-pe, belonging to Imp.Guards, 44.
Show-yu-so, dilta
. Wei-tséen-tsung,

43..  2nd of Fifth Order.
330. - end of Fifth Order.

B The Officers who are of the First, sccond, &c. of the Nine Orders, reccives
B annually, as foilows :

‘Tartar General. PIRST RANK. -

A Major General.. sEconp.
Monthly piy, ...........81 6 0 0 Monthly pay, ..........53

4 5 8
Fire wood, ....,....... 144 0 0 O Fire wood and coal,....144 0 0 ©
Vegetables,candles,coals 180 0 0 0 Vegetables ............ 72 0 0 @
Paper, account books, 200 0 0 0 Paper,................108 0 0 ©
Tales 605 6 0 O Tales 3717 4 5 8
General. SECOND. Celonel. TRIRD RANK.
Monthly pay,............81 6 0 0 Monthly pay, ..........30 3 4 ©
Fire wood,............144 0 0 ¢ Fire wood,........ ....0124 0 0 O
Vegetables,conls,candles, 180 0 0 o0 Vegetables, coals, ......48 0 0 ©
Paper,account books, 200 0 0 o Paper, account books, ..36 0 0 0
Talés 605 6 0 0 " Taled 27 3 4 0
- 1
'Lt. General. SECOND RANK. Lt. Colonel. SECOND. -
Monthly pay,...........67 5 7 ¢ Monthlypay,........... 340
Fire wood,............M4 0 o0 o Firewood,............1%4 0;0 ©
Candles and coals, ....180 0 0 ¢ Vegetables, ............36 0°0 ©
Paper, ....vcoc0eee....160 0 0 0 Paper, ................36 0 0 ©
' Tales 511 5 7 6 Tales 235 5'4 o0

—
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Mgjor. ' weURTE RANK..' SIXTH RANK:

Monthly pay, -..........87 3 9 4 Monthlyallomce, %...481 0'0 O

Fire wood,.....!.......72 0 0 0
Candles and coals, ......2¢ 0 0 0 SEVENTH ylx.

Paper,.....ccc0teeee...24 0 0 o Monthly allowance, ....36-0 0 .0

-_—
Tales 147. 8 9 4

'l

PIFTH RANK.
Monthly, ............,.18 7 0 6
Fire wood,..............48 0 0 0
Vegetables, coals, , ....12 0 0 0
Paper, ......,.........12 0 0 0

7086

Tales 90

"

ARMY,

Shing-king, Tarhry There are three Tartar Generals, or field of-
cers, who are of the first rank, and ten Tartar Generals, who are
seconds of the first rank. The number of troops, who are Tar-
tars, i8..c0uireneanipennnn cececcerecrcscessoreancscnsnsesa

The Imperial city. —.-There are 207 commissioned officers. There
are three Tartar Generals, and one Chinese General who has
charge of the nine outer city gates, (there are also seven inner

319

4,000

’

gates). The number of troops amounts to.........ce.eeees seen 26,000

Chik-le Province.—There are 681 officers, The Viceroy for the time
being has under his command 5000. The General retains in and
about Chih-le five encampments, that is 5000 men, There are
six Major-Generals, and six Lt. Generals, who. command each
three encampments, or 3000 men, Land force 148,000. Marine
3000, cccnnninninnninennann. ceesesecesceeass.. Total

Keang-s00 and Gan-hamy Provmcm.-—-Cpmmusnoned officers 680.
One Tartar General of the first rank, and two secondary. The
Viceroy has five encampments, or 5000 men, obedient to his
orders; one General who superintends the transfer of grain
has under him 3000 men ; two treasurers each 2000 men. The
General who remains at the Capital of the provinces have 5000

15'1,000



320 APPENDIX. . -

raen s thers are also four Lt, - Generals, each 3000 men, and three -
Major-Generals, each 8000 men. The other troops are stationed
in different parts of the Province. The land force is 125,000.. -
Tartar troops for defence of the cities 3000. Marine 4000. ..... 132,000
Kecang-se Province.—There are 173 commissioned officers. The
deputy V{ceroy, has obedient to his orders 4000 men ; two Lt,
Generals, each 3000; and two Major-Generals each 000 ; these
are stationed in and about the metropolis or capital of. the pro-
vince. The force throughout the provinge is 85,000 foot and )
horse; and 4000 marine.. Cqeeasereieresscnas veqa39,000
Chik-keang Province.. —There are 468 commnmonod officers. Qne
Tartar General, two secondary ditto. The deputy Viceroy has
2000 men. The Chinese General 5000 men. There are five
Lt. Generals, and nine Major-Generals who have each 8000 men
stationed at the Capital of the Province. The land force
throughout the province is 56,000; marine 8000..........c.c.-- 59,000
Foo-kéen Province.—Commissioned officers 602. One Tartar Gene-
ral who commands 1000 Tartar troops, he has charge of the city.
'The Viceroy has 4000 men at his command ; the deputy Viceroy
2000men. The Chinese General has 5000 men. There are eight
Lt. Generals and seven Major-Generals who have each at the
capital of the Provincial 2000 men. The land force mcludmg
Tartdr ‘troops  is 73,000. Marine 3000. .............. . 76,000
Hoo-pik Province.—There are 29g commissioned oﬁcers. The
T Viceroy ha.s 3000 troops under his command ; the deputy Vice-
roy 2000." The General has 5000 men stationed in the city; the
two Lt. Generals eachi 4000, three Major-General each 2000. The - v
land forceamounts to $5,000 ; marine 2000......ccccrueqeeecso.. 87,000
Hoo-nan Province.—There are 855 commissioned officers, The de-
puty Viceroy has at his command 2000 men. The General
retains 5000 men at the city ; there are three Lt. Generals, each
3000, and eight Major-Generals, 2000 uch The land force is
49,000, MArine 2000: ........ccccociiraierasnnncenoronssseoses 51,000
Ho-nan Province.—There are 181 officers.  The deputy Vnceroy ‘
has under him 3000 men. The two Lt. Generals whose com-
pliment at the capital is below a 1000 men cach. The land force

Shan-tung Province.—There are 249 officers. The Viceroy hasat
his command 3000 men. 'The deputy Viccroy who acts as Gene-
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ral, has in the city 3000 men. There are two Lt. Generals
and four Major-Generals, whose compliment at the city is under
1000 men. The land force is 84,000, marine 1000............ 385,000
Skan-sc Province.—Thereare 385 officers. The deputy Viceroy who
commands instead of the General has 4000 men in the city. There
are two Tartar Generals in charge of the city, and two Lt. and
two Major-Generals, each 3000 men. The number of troops is 53,000
Shen-s¢ Province.—Commissioned officers 447. Three Tartar Ge-
nerals who have under them 4000 Tartar troops for defending
) the city. The deputy Viceroy has 4000 men at his command.
The Chinese General retains 5000 men at the capital of the
province ; four Lientenant and six Major-Generals, each com-
mands 3000 men. The number of troopsis ......c........ . 104,
Kan-sith Province.—Commissioned officers 635. The Viceroy who
acts also for the deputy-Viceroy has at his command 5000 men.
There are seven Lt. Generals each 4000 men, and eight Major
Generals whose number is below 1000 men. There are three
Tartar Generals in charge of the citj. Number of troops. .... 123,000
Sze-chuen Province.—Commissioned officers 451.  The Viceroy
who acts also for the Deputy Viceroy, commands 5000 men.
There are three Tartar Generals. The Chinese General at
the capital of the province has 5000 men. There are four
Lt. Generals, each commands 3000 men, and six Major-Generals
whose number is below 1000 men each. The land force is .... 85,000
Kwang-tung Province.—Commissioned officers 708. One Tartar
General and two Too-tung Generals, who command 4000 men for
the defence of the city. One General and one Admiral, who
have each 5000 men at Canton. The Viceroy has under his com-
mand 5000 men ; the Deputy Viceroy 2000. There are seven
Lt. Generals each 3000 men, and eleven Major-Generals each
2000. The land force is 88,000 Chinese, and 4000 Tartar
. troops. The marine 7000, .............. ceeersanenns veeesen 99,000
Kwang-sc Province.—There are 281 commissioned officers. The
Deputy Viceroy has 2000 men under his command. The General
and Admiral have each 5000 men at the capital of the Province.
There are two Lt.Generals each 2000 men, and six Major-Generals,
who have each 2000 men. The land force is 40,000. Marine 2000, 42,000
Yun-nan Province.—There are 411 commissioned officers. ~ The
Viceroy has obedient to his orders 4000 men ; the deputy Governor
T2
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2000, the General at the capital of the Province 3000 men. There
arc six L. Generals, and five Major.Generals, whose compli-
ment of men is below 1000 men each. Theforceis ........
Kwei-chow Province.—Cominissioned officers 390. The Deputy
Governor has obedicat to his orders 2000 men, The General has
8000 men stationed at the capital of the Province ; there are two
Lt. Generals and ten Major-Generals whose compliment at the

city is below 1000 men each.

Froops..........

tecs vescseve

Total number of Troops

e —

cee. 53,000

....70,000

1,263,000

Sums paid into the National and Provincial Treasuries, and the total
amount of the Civil and Army List.

National Treasury. Provincial | Civil List. Army. Tetal
Treasury.
Shing king, .ecvvvvveeenn | 8,527 71,872 | 80,399
Imperial city, «o0uuee ..., 434,272 434,272
Chih-le,...Tales 1,939,043,  611.811|| 281,148 | 2,470,807 | 8,751,955
Keang-soo,.. ....2,564,728| 1,446,051 I 814,590 |\
Gan-hwuy,......1,394904 | 419,700 | 124,000 (] #1OHTOT | 2,621,207
Keang-se,....... -1,602,431 540,705 190,840 611,339 | 832,179
Chih-keang,. ....2,287,346 687,277 181,850 967,402 | 1,149,252
Foo-kéen, ...... 1,054,209 208,052 | 159,640 | 1,298,006 | 1,987,646
Hoo-pih, .........776,178| 383,543 172,896 | 621,254 | 794,150
Hoo-nan, .........914,422 265,379 154,500 844,090 999,490
Ho-nan, ........ 2,441,110 620,623 260.970 895,613 | 656,583
Shan-tung, ...... 2,730,136 692,141 293,162 552,814 | 875,976
Shan-se, ........ 2,702,285 828,290 296,270 875,600 | 1,171,870
Shen-se, ........ 1,344,548 265,498 144,100 | § 759 677 | 1,908,777
Kan-sith,.......... 182,644 72,275 138,500 | 2,040,993 | 2,179,495
Sze-chuen, ........ 216,366 13,020 217,280 | 1,402,162 | 1,619,392
Kwang-tung,....... 719,307 319,807 198,440 | 1,582,654 | 1,781,094
Kwang-se, ...... ... 278,559 86,145 165,186 798,258 | 898,444
Yun-nan, ......... 188,987 53,596 204,821 §92,678 | 1,097,499
Kwei-chow,........ 53,340 13,340 117,060 | 1,161,108 | 1,278,163
Total 28,421,878 6,969,771| 3,628,730 |20,884,208 [24,507,988
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TOTAL AMOUNT OFf REVENUE.

TALES.
Total Amount of Taxes, collected from the eightcen Provinces, 33,327,056
Amount of Rice sent to Peking, ..............coiieieniie, 6,316,488 °

Probable consumption of Grain and Bice by the Troops, erenees 7,221,360
Total 46,800,854

—_— —_—
ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS. .
Total Amount of Taxes, ............. ceee tereeeenseens veeo..88,327,056
Civil Service and AFmMY,..eceenrvearececncocnsoncesesecceens 24,507,933
Balance in favor of National Treasury, ....ccececcevinann. 8,8!9,1;.‘;
Annual Repairs of the Yellow River, ............ 2,000,000

Ditto Yuen-ming Gardens and Jib-ho,............1,000,000 3,000,000

Income of Ministers of State, Clerks, Keu-jin and Tsin-sze
Graduates, and expenses of the Palace,.......... .... Total 5,819,123

P —

THE RESOURCES OF THE EMPIRE.

Amount of Rice annually imported into the Capital,........... 6,316,438
Amount of Grain in Provincial Granaries, for the troops, and

a time of 8Carcity,. oo-veeeceiiriaiianiriaoirecienees 20,144,931
Amount of rice for ditto, ......ciiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeae. 7,678,437

Amount of Taxes, .......... teeeencsescsnssssanscesrssssancse 33,827,056
Amount of sums remaining in Provincial Treasuries, ....... .. 6,969,771
Total 74,161,633

]

POPULATION,

Population, ......cceeeviene creeitrraraetcannneiiareen.....143,000,000
Population on the water, .........ccceeiiiiis cirniiiaiia,.e. 2,000,000
Civil Officers, .....ccvviiencesnvreesneasnrsrerssearse sonnne .. 9,611
Military Officers,........ccoviieiimereoieirecneennans cereanns 7,552
Inflntl’y,....................... cesesPees asertsesass sesssane 822,000

L0 | PP 1 (1 X1 ]
MAFIDE, <oeveeorrnrennnsttatiosesanencssconssassssonesonasanns 31,000

Total 146,280,163
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From the preceding statement it has been shewn that the Taxes of China
amount only to 83 Millions and odd. The Provincial Treasuries annually
retain the sums specified in the second column, page 322, in case of com-

'motion or scarcity ; and which sum ;t the close of the year affords the
Provincial government muns. of proceeding without embarrassment.
The Revepue of the Proviaces Sze-chuen, Kwang-se, Yun-nan, and
Kwei-chow, being inadequate to the expences of the Civil Government
and Troops, receive assistance from the other Provinces or immediately
from the Capital. The sums stated to be paid into the National Trea-
sury, are only 28,421,878 Tales, whi;h is 9,905,678 Tales, below the a-
mount of Taxes; whether this forms the balance to tl;e National Treasury,
instead of 5,819,123 Tales, as alrcady stated, or the difference between
the two sums, which is 4,086,555 Tales be carried forward to discharge the
Civil List, has not been ascertained.  The Rice sent to the Capital being
for the use of the Pal:ce,_ and the Officers of the Government, &c. cannot
be considered as adding any thing to the Annual Revenue; further than
by their receiving a monthly supply, the officers income is consequently less.

From the extensive Foreign Trade carried on at Canton, though not
noticed when particularizing the sums levied on the Provinces, the Dutieg
resulting therefrom must more than make up thc; deficiency required to
mest the expenses of the Government and Army, which is 865,870 Tales.
It is remarkable that the gis],umgmenig of the Province Fiih-kéen, only

exceed the Taxes levied b; 29,261 Tales, which the Government may have
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means of discharging, and require no further-aid. This doubtless was
the case even when the English traded to Amoy ; and as the trade actually
did, or was snticipated would augment the Revenue of the Province, be-
yond what it might be deemed necessary; and the Portuguese at that
time having possession of Macao, it might be desireable that all Euro-
peans should frequent but one part of the Empire; and as we have seen
the taxes of Kms-tung were jnsufficient to meet its expenditufe, |
entertain no doubt, but what the whole of the impositions complained of
by the English Residents when at Amoy, and the subsequent Imperial
Edicts, in 1702, excluding the Foreign Trade from Amoy, and confining
it solely to Canton, were political schemes of those who weye at the head
of government at Peking, for improving the Revenue of the Province of
Kwang-tung. They no doubt took intp eonsideration, that by the Trade
being confined tp this lgtter Province, considergble benefit would result
to the empire at large, as the expense attending the trausfer of the Tea from
the Black Tea district would be considerably encreased.

The expenses attending the transfer of Black-Tea to Fu-chow-fu, has
been estimated 3t four Mace three Candarcens Per pecul, which isabout one
half of the distance to Amoy ; vbiie the transfer to Canton amounts to three
Tales, six Mace, five Candareens. According to this estimate, allowing the
annusl Export to be 152,384 peculs, the porterage alone would be 65,525
Tales; while the transfer to Canton amquats to Tales 556,201, no small

difference c;ruinly,' and which is obtained from the Foreign Merchants,
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without causing any diminution of the Article in demand. Allowing that
the Green Teas were taken to Amoy for nearly one half of the expense
they are brought to Canton, the total amount of the Green and Black Teas
being 189,684 peculs, the porterage, &c. would then amount to 690,000
Tales annually ; exclusive of what is gained on the extra carriage of 1,556
pecals of Raw Silkand 179,000 picces of Nankeens. This calculation
is made only on what is Exported by the Honorable East India Company ;
if the whole of the Foreign Trade be considered, a very considerable ad-
vantage, heyond this estimate, must result to the Government by making
Canton the Emporium of the Trade, resulting solely from the transfer.
These, and similar expenses for Clerks, and the tranferring back the

amount of 'l‘en.s sold, which expenses finally fall on the Foreign Merchant,
must farther tend very considerably to promote the wealth and industry of
the people, which if the trade had been continued at Amoy, would not
bave existed. From this view of the subject, though compantivc;ly only
a small sum may be paid into the Treasury, in consequence of Canton be-
ing the Port of Foreign Trade, by the extra duties in the transfer of the
Teas, more than what would if confined to Amoy, still the nation must
be benefitted nearly 1,000,000 Tales annually. If these premises are just
we cannot but admire the prudence and foresight of the Chinese Govern-
ment, in rendering the Foreign Trade as advantageous and beneficial as pos-
sible in the principal Articles of commerce with Foreigners.

In page 328 is given the Resources of the Empire, which, including
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the sums retained in the Provincial Treasiries, and the estimate of Grain
and Rice in the granaries, with the Taxes, give a Total of only 74,461,633
Tales. ' . .

As to the sums retained in the Provincial Treasuries, it is probaple
that on the present family ascending the throne, that such sitms then
existed, if not then, at no long period afterwardss for on referring several
years back the sums specified remain the sare, no addition of reduc-
tion occurs. This applies also to the Grain snd Rice in the Provincial
Granaries. When the Grain has been injured from the length of time it has
been stored up, a statement is presented to the Emperor, who issuesan
order for its being replaced. An occurrence of this kind Iately took
place in the district Chang-ping, belonging to Kwang-tang; the damaged
Grain was sold and replaced at the loss of 11,707 Tales.

From the annexed address it will be seen that considerable sums
have occasionally been raised by selling of situations in the government 3
as such sums come not under the head of Taxes, they of course are not
stated ; and also by granting rank, which is very-generally sought after
by persons who possess property. The fourth rank is the highest that
can _be purchased, for which a 1000 Dollars is usually. paid ; the lowest,
that of a Kéen-sang, 180 Dollars, These and such like sums, tend to

augment the Balancc of the National Treasury, or to make up the defi-
ciency for discharging the Army and Civil List.

The Army, which amounts to 1,263,000 men, whose anaual income
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is 20,884,208 Tales, exclusive of rice and provender for the horses, must
be viewed as a very heavy burden on the nation; whereas onc-third of
the number, if well disciplined, would be of far more service. At present
they can only be considered as a militia. . The officers and men are
chiefly natives of the provinee in which they are stationed. A foot soldier
receives monthly about two dollars, i. e. one tale, and three tom measures of
rice; a horse soldier, two tales, and six fow of rice; but then they have
claims on the people.

In regard to conferring literary degrees at triennial examinations,
and s'electing from such the officers of the government, it is attend-
ed both with advantages and disadvantages. Fame, being a predominant
passion with the - Chinese, all who possess a little property are anxious
that one of their sons should venture in this state Lottery, in the hope of
his becoming a Grandee ; hence the boy applies to his book to the neglect
of ‘every other pursuit.  About 5000 candidates for the Province of
Kwang:tung usually attend these examinations, of whom only 74 Chinese,
and two Tartars can obtain the Degrees. It doubtless excites a spirit
of enquiry, and a close application to their moral and standard works,
hence knowledge is generally diffused; on the contrary, were there not
those public contests, from the want of periodical and similar publications,

the minds of the people would relax.

On the part of the writer it is proper to state, that the Chinese publish
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no account of the Revenue of the Empire; hence the above is not s
mere transcript. Having ascertained the amount of Taxes stated for each
Province, he was anxious to know how it was expended. The Civil Savic;
and the Army l;:tunlly engrossed his attention; by ascertaining their
number, and finding that their income excluded sundry charges, he has
been enabled to furnish the preseding statement of the Revenue of China, -

vse .
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The following address to the Emperor Taou-kwang is inserted, as
;t conveys considerable information relating to the annual expenses of

\
the palgee. It is alluded to al page 286,

The minister Sin-tsung-yih, the Tsze-che-sin-tsth, Nuy-ks-hes-sze, Member
of the Le-poo Board, and the Hed.ching of Shan-tung ; and the Minister
Yuen-séen, Péen-sew of the Han-lin College, the Yu-she of Pih-yth,

and Taon-ylien of Yun-nan,

Your Ministers have heard that the sale of situations and rank in the
government commenged with the Emperors Ling and Yuen of the Han
dynasty. 'We lament that the present dynasty adopts so servile a measure

* as_the selling of situations ; for what at present occurs exceeds what tran-

spired under the reigns of Heuen and Ling. Then the whole amount ob-
tained was paid into the treasury, but now one half is retained by those
who dispose of the situations. It is on this account that Ministers ap-
prove of the measure, The assigned reasons for the present government
disposing of situations are, that the Revenue may be improved, and persons
of ability be obtained. But the ancient worthies gll sprung from the lowest
class of society ! The disposing of situations m'to assist bersons of
talent who bad failed at the triennial examinations. The motive was

extremely good, and hence it became an established rule, that at each
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examination, eleven persons should obtain the degrees, and eight per-
sons should be allowed to purchase situations. This having been car-
ried into effect, all the officers without the principal cities, (excepting the
Chowand Héen Magistrates, and the district Teacher), and those who are sent
on special duty, have all purchased their situations; still their number is
found inadequate, while those who have obtained degrees, but have no
situations, yearly encrease. Of the persons who have obtained the rank
Tsin-sze, but who have no appointments, there are remaining 5000 and
upwards, and of the Keu-jin degree 27,000 and odd. Many of those
persons obtained their degrees eighteen examinations (or 50 years) since.
Is your Majesty waiting till they are old, then call them forth to fill
public situations? 'We really can form no idea when those of the
ninteenth examination may expect appointments. Doubtless they must
wait thirty years. If they obtain their diplomas when upwards of
thirty, and wait thirty odd years for an appointment, of which they are
uncertain, they will be upwards of seventy. Should they then rec;aive an ap-
pointment from the Le-poo board, on entering into office, they will have
attained that’;)eriod at which they are required toresign. If notthenblamed
for being old, doubtless they are censured for being remiss; and are neces-
sitated to resign‘their situations. It is not so with those who have purchas-
ed situations, being wealthy and young, they are rect;mmended and pro-
moted, and held up as uncorrupted. 1In this wherein did his Majesty ma-

nifest the excellence of his laws and the benevolence of his intentions !
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Further, the existing regulations respecting the distriet and pro-
vineial examinations, are extremely rigorous. Each Candidate is re-
quired to trace his lineage back for three generations, and is necessita-
ted to obtain five persons to testify u:; validity of the same; and to
obtain a certificate from the district instructor under hissegl, to ce.rtify
that every thing be correct; that he is not the descendant of police
runners, prostitutes, or players. This is very rigorous. Of these who
plircluse situations it is not 803 no questions are put to know from whence
they sprung. Why isitthus? On paying the amount of their situations,
the officers of the Chow and Héen districts, give a receipt with their
seals affixed, when the Foo<yuen and Viceroy becom'e responsible for them,
and within the space of one year they obtain situations. It was thus with
the Che-foo of Seang-yang, who had been a priest belonging to the
Shaou-lin temple. The Taou-tae of Ning-foo had been a postman, who
purchased the honorable post he held, as did also the Tung-che of Poo-
ﬁ;lg-foo. 'All these persons were not of good birth. Within these few
years e{ght persons have been accused and discharged. Of those whose birth
is not known, your Ministers can form no idea of their number. 1t is this
class of person; that covet extortions. By extortion they acquire wealth 5
baving wealth, they become intimate with their superiors, when the
Viceroy says of such, that they are polite m;d well bred. Fond of ex-

tortions, they are rigorous in enforcing the laws. The laws being op-

pressive, the people live in awe, when their superiors afirm of smch
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that they are able officers. It may be seen that all of whom it is thus
spoken that they are of this class,

Of what we now gnbmit to your Majesty, among the higher ;)ﬁcers
of the government, there will be found those who‘ will oppose what we
state. Your Ministers are aware of such. We will not mention of
affairs prior to Kéen-lung. In the third year of Kea-king, owing to
the revolt which took place at Sze-chuen, Shan-se, and Hoo-kwang, when
the provincial treasuries were exhausted ; situations were sold to replén-

* ish the treasury, and 70,000 Tales were obtained. During the 13th year,
when another commotion took place in Hoo-kwang, situations were a-
gain sold, and 60,000 Tales were received into the Treasury; again every
two and three years, when there was a deficiency. Thus within twenty
years the sum of 300,000 tales wert; obtained.’ But by dispensing, for
only one year with the heavy expenses of the Queen’s palace, there
might be saved more than what is gained by the sale of situations in
ten years. The annual expenses for the Fung-seaon palace, amount
to ul}mrds of 100,000 tales. The sum annually given to the priests in and
about the metropolis is 120,000 tales. The repairs for the Yuen-ming
Gardens, annually is 200,000 tales. Salaries of the Officers who bave
charge of the Yuen-ming Gardens is 600,000 tales. The royal gifts to
ladies who reside in the Yuen-ming gardens amount to 250,000 Tales.
If all these expenses were done away with, yearly there might be saved

" 1,000,000 of Tales and upwards. This sum if well applied would call

7
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forth real talent,—men of integrity. The nation would then have ways

and means, and the people prosper.

Your Ministershave ascertained that all the officers without the royal
city, from the Viceroys and Foo-yuens downwards to the Héen Magis-
trates, all combine to screen each other to obtain what they so much
desire. It was thus with the six higher officers who leagued together
and defrauded in the delivery of the salt for the use of the Imperial
family. On this account Pih-ling, the Viceroy of Hoo-kwang was
degraded, and Wang-che-yun, the Tsuy-tih of San-keang. This was
highly gratifying to the Minister Ts-tsin. T3-tsin is now the Ta-hey-sze,
(one of the principal Ministers of state) and i:i‘eeideo over affairs both
Tartar and Chinese. Glory has descended on him! How important he
feels himself 1 Why does he enjoy so much royal favour? His indul-
gences and intrigues we will not mention; but only what transpired
on the 29th of the 7th moon of last year, when his late Majesty changed
his state of probation. He hoping to engraciate himself with your -
Majesty, then asserted that his late Majesty was born at Wang-yang, and
that he died at Wang-yang. If your Ministers wanted to know where
the Dragon descended (where the Emperor was born) we would refer to
the royal Genmealogy. It is there clearly stated that his Majesty ws
born at Shin-leaou. This is one instance in which T§-tsin insulted your
Majesty. To insult Majesty is an unpardonable crime. It was he who

vilified Sun-keun and Tung—ke&oh, and many others. Your Majesty
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should examine whether what we state be true or false, and make known this
document to all the Ministers in the state, and announce it before the
altar of his late Majesty; it will gladden the hearts of both the troops
and the people. Should your Ministers be called to suffer the axe, or
be thrown into a chaldron of boiling oil, they will not avade it.”

The document meeting the royal approbation, his Majesty added to
it,—* The Ministers Yuen-séen and Sin-tsung-yih, are faithful Ministers
who love their country, and resemble those illustrious characters Yun-

chwang-too and Hung-leang-kith of antiquity. Diligent:ly observed this.”

First year of Taou-kwang.

FINIS.

~
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EXPORTS. TALBS. M. C. C.
Honorable Company’s Trade, 460,042 1 8 0
Bengal or Country Trade, 80,628 4 4

540,665 6 2 O

American Trade, cens 330,409 4 4 O
Total amount of Export Duties, ............ 880,075 0 6 0
Total amount of Import Duties, ........ ,...790,224 4 8 O

Total Tales, 1,670,299 5 4 0

At page 324 we have stated that there is a deficiency in the Revenue
of Kwang-tung, for defraying the expenses of the Army and Civil List of
365,870 Tales, which, not thep having succoeded in obtaining the preceding
documents, it was conjectured that the ?oreign Trade was adequyte to
meet such a demand ; but we now find that there is an overplus of 1,804,429
Tales ; which being sdde{l to tl)e yexgnining ballance of the Annual Dis-
bursements, at page 328, makes it 7,128,552 Tales. Allf»wing Three Mil-
lions for Income vof Ministers of vStste, sz-j'm Graduates, and pfiv‘u
expenses of the Palwe, &c. there is then. mnﬁa.lly remaining in the NI-
tional Trusury uynrds of Four Milhom of Tales, to meet the exigencies
of the Empn'e

From the above information, the impolfhnce qf the Foreign Trade to
the Chinese is apparent, we nee'that its Duties may be aanually estimted
at about 1 670,000 'l‘ales, whnch allowing a trifling sum for the few extn
officers that supetmtend it, is nett gains; and if we add the 1,ooo.ooo Tales,
mentioned at page 336, wlncl} is supposed to be acquired by the Transfer



NOTE TO APPENDIX. 339

of the Teas, &c. in consequence of Canton being the Port of Foreign
Trade, instead of Amoy; the importance therefore of the Tral¥ to the
Chinese is not less than 2,670,000 Tales mu‘dly, which -s more than
the stated amount of Taxes levied on the flourishiig Proviace of Ssa-
) ;h"lmy, exclusive of Quc profits acqniyql by the pmche..

——



Ready for the press.

As History of China, while divided into three kingdoms; rendered
from the San-kws-che, and collated with the Standard History of that ‘

a_--  period; giving a detailed account of the troubles that distracted the
mtio;l of China, from the ascent of Ling-te tp the throne, to the close ‘

of the three nations, when the empire was possessed by the dynasty Tsin ;

affording much interesting information as to the manners and customs

of the people; with Official Documents, and a full account of their

battles, political intrigues, &c. &c. In two volumes octavo.
BY PETER PERRING THOMS.

For a specimen of the work, the reader is referred to the 1st page of

the Asiatic ;lournal for December 1820.
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